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many colleges and universities no longer require 
students to take history. they don’t think it has much 

value. but they are making a deadly mistake of the 
greatest magnitude! we need to understand why.

Today we hear many academic voices telling 
people that learning history is of little or no value. 
This is an extremely dangerous trend that may be too 
entrenched ever to correct.

This educational plague is rampant among the Ameri-
can and British peoples. It seems that few of our leaders under-
stand what a colossal disaster it is!

George Will wrote this in his Dec. 23, 2001, column: “When 
history is taught at all nowadays, often it is taught as the un-
folding of inevitabilities—of vast, impersonal forces. The role 
of contingency in history is disparaged, so students are in-
oculated against the ‘undemocratic’ notion that his-
tory can be turned in its course by great individuals” 
(Times Union; emphasis mine throughout).

He then implied that our nation likely would not have been 
born without the bravery and leadership of George Washington. 
We came dangerously close to losing the Revolutionary War.

Mr. Will wrote, “Two hundred twenty-five Christmases 
ago, history was being made around here. And recently Lynne 
Cheney … came here to advocate teaching history more ex-
tensively and more wisely than we currently do. …

“Cheney stressed that events around Christmas 1776 dem-
onstrate ‘that this nation was not inevitable.’

“General Washington, commanding ill-fed, ill-clad and 
barely trained forces against the world’s mightiest power, had 
been in retreat, as he would be much of the war. By Christmas 
night 1776, he desperately needed a victory and got one with 
the surprise attack on Trenton. …

“The human story would have had different contours if the 
bullets that sliced through his clothing during the French and 
Indian War had struck him.” 

Great individuals do turn the course of history!
Mr. Will continued, “Cheney recalled a 1999 survey of college 

seniors at 55 elite colleges, from Princeton to Stanford, which 
revealed that only 22 percent knew that the words ‘government 
of the people, by the people, for the people’ are from the Gettys-
burg Address. Forty percent could not place the Civil War in the 
second half of the 19th century. … Twenty-five percent thought 
the pilgrims signed the Magna Carta on the Mayflower. … To 
the question of who commanded American forces at Yorktown, 
the most frequent answer was Ulysses S. Grant.

“Such questions should not be difficult for high school se-
niors. But at the time of the survey, none of the 55 colleges and 
universities required a course in American history. And stu-
dents could graduate from 78 percent of them without taking 
any history course” (ibid.).

What a disturbing survey! Over three fourths of the 
students didn’t have to take even one history course!

Why is this information so shocking? Here is Mr. Will’s 
conclusion: “… because as Madison [one of America’s Found-
ing Fathers and former presidents] said, in words inscribed on 
a Princeton building, ‘a well-instructed people alone can be 
permanently a free people.’”

Are we about to lose our freedom? The answer is a resound-
ing yes! If we don’t wake up, we will lose our freedom and 
much more!

a law of history
One of Winston Churchill’s greatest biographers, William 
Manchester, said that Churchill “saved Western civilization”—
not just Britain and Europe. More accurately, Mr. Churchill 
was used by God to save Western civilization.

Learn From 
History 

—or Perish
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How important is it that we learn from that civilization-
saving history?

Henry Steele Commager wrote an introduction to Winston 
Churchill’s biography of his ancestor, Marlborough. In it Mr. 
Commager said, “… Churchill’s reading of history reinforced 
his early education to exalt the heroic virtues. He was Roman 
rather than Greek, and as he admired Roman accomplish-
ments in law, government, empire, so he rejoiced in Roman 
virtues of order, justice, fortitude, resoluteness, magnanimity. 
These were British virtues too, and, because he was the very 
symbol of John Bull, Churchillian. He cherished, as a law of 
history, the principle that a people who flout these virtues 
is doomed to decay and dissolution, and that a people who 
respect them will prosper and survive.”

Learning lessons from great leaders of the past is critical to 
our national well-being. If we flout those heroic virtues 
of history, our nations are “doomed to decay and dis-
solution.” But if we respect and emulate them, we will “pros-
per and survive.” 

That is a law of history. Our national survival is at 
stake!

former Prophets
How often have we heard that history repeats itself? It does—
time and time again.

The Bible contains many prophetic books, including what 
are classified as the “major” and “minor” prophets. But there 
are also “former prophets” in the Bible—comprised of Joshua, 
Judges, 1 and 2 Kings, and 1 and 2 Samuel. These books are 
mostly about the history of Israel. (Request our free booklet 
The Former Prophets.) They are called former prophets for a 
reason. They were written by prophets and are filled with end-
time prophecy. If we live the same lifestyles our forefathers did, 
we will attain virtually the same result—good or bad. History 
becomes prophecy. History prophesies the fate of 
nations, whether they will thrive or collapse!

This is “a law of history.” It is not about luck 
or happenstance. It is a law of history. If we break 
that law, the law breaks us!

Our nations live today because great leaders of 
the past learned and practiced heroic virtues.

A survey revealed that British school children 
have a disgraceful ignorance of history before 
they go to college. Many of them believe Hitler was the prime 
minister who led Britain to victory in World War ii!

These children are dangerously ignorant of even fairly recent 
events. Our nations came close to losing World War ii 
because we rejected Churchill’s warnings too long!

How vital is it to learn that history?
Mr. Churchill warned for almost a full decade about Adolf 

Hitler, and the British and American people refused to listen. 
Civilization was almost beyond saving when the jarring gong 
of reality struck!

If we don’t learn from Churchill’s warnings of  the 
1930s, we will respond too late to prevent a nuclear 
war!

This is the historical perspective we must have. God pre-
pared Winston Churchill to save Western civilization in 
World War ii.

No such man is being prepared to save us from World War 
iii. But God is sending a warning of how we can be saved from 
a nuclear catastrophe!

Our warning message is from the great God, and you can 
prove it. Will you?

the lessons of history
Commager wrote: “[Churchill] accepted, instinctively, the 
attitude toward history which that century took for granted: 
that history, in the words of Bolingbroke, was philosophy 
teaching by examples. What is more, he was quite ready to 
stand there and point to the examples. Indeed we can say of 
Churchill what he himself wrote of Rosebery, that ‘the past 
stood ever at his elbow and was the counselor upon whom he 
most relied. He seemed to be attended by learning and history, 
and to carry into current events an air of ancient majesty.’

“Nowhere does this appear more simply than in the ‘Grand 
Theme’ which Churchill imposed upon his history of The Sec-
ond World War: ‘In War: Resolution; In Defeat: Defiance; In 
Victory: Magnanimity; In Peace: Good Will.’ He read his-
tory as a stupendous moral scripture, and for him the 
writing was, if not divinely inspired, at least authoritative. 
More, it was straightforward and simple. History was a strug-
gle between the forces of right or wrong, freedom and tyranny, 
the future and the past. By great good fortune Churchill’s own 
people—‘this island race,’ as he called them—were on the side 
of right, progress and enlightenment; by great good fortune, 
too, it was given to him to buckle these virtues onto him as 
armor in the struggle for a righteous cause.

“If history was philosophy teaching by examples, 
what lessons did it teach? …

“First, history was not just the pursuit of idle hours but 
was, itself, philosophy and, rightly read, furnished lessons 
which statesmen could ponder and apply. 

“Second, history was both memory and prophecy. It 
provided the counsel and the solace of the long view both 
to the past and to the future. The contemplation of the ages 
which mankind had somehow endured, and survived, infused 
the student with patience, with humility, and with courage; 
the prospect of a posterity which, a thousand years hence, 
might pronounce the verdict that one generation had given 
to a nation ‘its finest hour’ encouraged resoluteness and 
hope, and strengthened the ability to confront crises 
that seemed insurmountable. 

“Third, history followed great cycles: The same themes re-
curred, again and again, the same drama was played out, from 
age to age; and as men had somehow survived the vicissitudes 
of the past there was ground to hope that they might survive 
those of the present and the future. Thus four times Britain had 
fought to rescue Europe from the grip of a tyrant—Louis xiv, 
Napoleon, Kaiser William and Hitler—and four times Britain 
had succeeded in saving Europe and, with it, the cause of liber-
ty and justice. Here was a recurring pattern which augured 
well for the future of ‘this island race,’ and of mankind, for, as 
Churchill saw it, the welfare of mankind was inextricably in-
tertwined with that of the English-speaking peoples. 

“Fourth, history bore witness to the vital importance 
of national character, for character was as impor-
tant to a people as to an individual, and every nation 
must be alert to defend and preserve it. That each na-
tion had a special character Churchill did not doubt, and as he 
contemplated the long arch of centuries he was led to a fifth 
conclusion, that it was, above all, the English character which 
had lighted up the corridors of time, flickering now and then 
but mostly pure and clear and even luminous—the English 
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character and that of England’s daughter nations around the 
globe.” Today, character isn’t even important enough to raise 
as a political issue in Britain and America!

Commager continued: “From all this flowed a sixth lesson, 
that the test of greatness was politics and war. …

“‘Battles,’ he wrote in the Marlborough, ‘are the principal 
milestones in secular history. … All great struggles of 
history have been won by superior will power wresting 
victory in the teeth of odds.’ [Our will power has been bro-
ken (Leviticus 26:19).] And elsewhere he concluded flatly that 
‘The story of the human race is war.’ Like those states-

men he most admired, Marlborough, Chatham, Wolfe, Clive, 
Washington, Lee, he was himself a war leader; alone of great 
war leaders he was a great war historian.

“History—not least the history of war—taught a seventh les-
son, and taught it not only to Churchill but through him: the 
vital importance of leadership”—another disastrous fail-
ure in Britain and America—modern-day Israel (Isaiah 3:1-4).

nelson’s history
In A History of the English-Speaking Peoples, Winston 
Churchill wrote about Britain’s greatest military hero (be-
fore he was eclipsed by Churchill), Lord Nelson. He related 
the story of when the British Royal Navy had blockaded Eu-
rope with about 40 ships, preventing the French from cross-
ing the Channel to attack. However, in the autumn of 1805, 
Napoleon massed his invasion barges at Boulogne, believing, 
as Churchill wrote, “that the British fleets were dispersed and 
that the moment had come for invasion.”

The decisive battle took place in the waters off Cape 
Trafalgar, Spain. Nelson was outnumbered and outgunned. At 
daybreak on October 21, “he saw from the quarterdeck of the 
Victory the battle line of the enemy consisting of an advance 
squadron of 12 Spanish ships … and 21 French ships of the line 
under Villeneuve.” Nelson signaled his captains to form for 
the attack in two columns. Then notice what he did.

“Nelson went down to his cabin to compose a prayer,” 
Churchill wrote. “‘May the great God whom I worship grant 
to my country and for the benefit of Europe in general a great 
and glorious victory. … For myself, I commit my life to Him 
who made me, and may His blessing light upon my endeavors 
for serving my country faithfully.’

“The fleets were drawing nearer and nearer. Another signal 
was run up upon the Victory, ‘England expects every man will 
do his duty.’

“A deathly silence fell upon the fleet as the ships drew near-
er. Each captain marked down his adversary, and within a few 
minutes the two English columns thundered into action. … The 
Victory smashed through between Villeneuve’s flagships, the Bu-
centaure and the Redoutable. The three ships remained locked to-
gether, raking each other with broadsides. Nelson was pacing as if 
on parade on his quarterdeck when at 1:15 p.m. he was shot from 
the masthead of the Redoutable … in the shoulder. His backbone 

was broken, and he was carried below amid the 
thunder of the Victory’s guns. … In the log of the 
Victory occurs the passage, ‘Partial firing contin-
ued until 4:30, when a victory having been reported 
to the Right Hon. Lord Viscount Nelson, K.B. and 
commander in chief, he then died of his wound.’”

This was one of the greatest sea battles in his-
tory. It saved the British Empire. It appeared that 
Captain Nelson was outnumbered and outgunned. 
But was he? He turned to God with a beautiful 
prayer. He committed his life to his Creator.

Nelson sacrificed his life for the British Em-
pire, and God gave him the victory.

How important is such a faithful example 
from our history books? What is the lesson of this 
inspiring leader?

Will we learn from history? Or will America 
and Britain have to learn the hard way—by being 
defeated as we trust ourselves instead of God—
that God saves nations?

God saved the union
Most people don’t realize how close we came to dividing this 
nation forever in the American Civil War. The reason we 
didn’t is that God used one man to save the republic.

Abraham Lincoln deeply feared that the republic could col-
lapse. He turned to God for help. Just feel the emotion in his 
words. Mr. Lincoln, in a proclamation on March 30, 1863, de-
clared a day of prayer and fasting. “[I]t is the duty of nations, 
as well as of men,” he wrote, “to own their dependence upon 
the overruling power of God … and to recognize the sublime 
truth, announced in the Holy Scriptures and proven by all 
history, that those nations only are blessed whose God is the 
Lord. … We have been the recipients of the choicest bounties 
of heaven. We have been preserved, these many years, in peace 
and prosperity. We have grown in numbers, wealth and power 
as no other nation ever has grown, but we have forgotten 
God. We have forgotten the gracious Hand which preserved 
us in peace, and multiplied and enriched and strengthened 
us; and we have vainly imagined, in the deceitfulness of our 
hearts, that all these blessings were produced by some superior 
wisdom and virtue of our own.”

How many of our leaders today would declare a day of 
fasting and prayer? Do they have enough Bible knowledge to 
know what Mr. Lincoln meant when he said that it was “an-
nounced in the Holy Scriptures and proven by all history, that 
those nations only are blessed whose God is the Lord”? Mr. 
Lincoln knew that was a “sublime truth.” Beautifully sublime. 
This president knew that secular and biblical history prove 
that fact. God blesses for righteousness and curses for sin.

“We have been 
preserved, these 
many years, in peace 
and prosperity. 
We have grown in 
numbers, wealth and 
power as no other 
nation ever has 
grown, but we have 
forgotten God.”

Abraham Lincoln, 1863
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Crossing into the latter half of the first 
decade of the new millennium, we 
reflect on the most profound events of 
the past year. though they would appear 
to offer little hope of world peace, they 
do, in fact, point to the imminence of far, 
far better times to come! by ron fraser

SignS of the timeS

2 y e a r 0 i n 0 r e v i e w 5

C
ertain profound events in 2005 under-
scored that the world has entered a period of 
deep crisis. It is the emerging crisis at the close 
of one age of man and foreshadowing entry 
into another. The transition is slated to become 
the most painful in all of mankind’s history.

Any retrospective on the year 2005 must 
be viewed within this context of the crisis at 
the close of the age. It is only within such a 

context that it all makes sense. Without this perspective, one 
could perhaps be forgiven for thinking that the world is reach-
ing a stage beyond hope, beyond help. 
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SignS of the timeS

2 y e a r 0 i n 0 r e v i e w 5
washInGton

It was not a good year for the U.S. government or the 
nation as a whole.

As 2005 drew to a close, the Bush presidency took on a siege 
mentality. The running sore of Iraq, coupled with the bellicose 
stance of Iran on its nuclear power potential, kept eyes within 
the White House and the Pentagon riveted on the Middle East. 
North Korea faded into a mere distraction, while a rapidly ris-
ing China caused White House advisers to pay it closer atten-
tion. Russia’s military linkage with China in war games and the 
potential power Russia can now wield in energy politics deep-
ened the worry lines on the face of U.S. foreign policy.

Massive disasters hitting the deep south of the country, 
wiping out New Orleans and crippling part of the nation’s 
key Mississippi ports infrastructure; announcements of more 
corporate bankruptcies (particularly in the key airline and 
automotive sectors); escalation in oil prices; further mass lay-
offs within fading home-based industry—all accompanied by 
a massive blowout in federal debt of unheard-of proportions 
and White House staff scandals—had the presidency batten-
ing down the hatches. The greatest harbinger of this was the 
weakening of Republican support for the current presidency. 
Should this weakening become a rout, the United States is 
headed for unsteady times in the current year.

The U.S. is still, by far, the most militarily powerful nation 
on Earth. Yet if the government does not enjoy a reasonable 
level of support from the public, and if the president’s own 
party support erodes, then the requisite degree of political will 
to exert an effective degree of global leadership will render 
that power of little or no effect (Leviticus 26:19).

london
On July 7, Islamic suicide bombers hit London, proving 
that city’s current level of security could be easily breached by 
Islamic youth toting their cruel wares in common backpacks. 

London is no stranger to terrorist bombings. During the ira’s 
insurgency, it wreaked havoc and slaughter throughout Britain’s 
capital city. But this was London’s first experience with Islamic 
terrorist attack. Al Qaeda has promised more to come, even an-
nouncing a jihad against Queen Elizabeth ii, as British newspa-
pers reported on November 13. Chances are that when future at-
tacks are attempted, they will, like the July bombings in London, 
be carried out by Islamic extremists of British nationality.

Londoners may not be edgy at this point, given their fa-
mous stiff upper lip. Yet having struck once, there can be no 
doubt that the Islamic terrorists, like their Catholic ira prede-
cessors, will commit more fanatical, religion-inspired attacks 
on the cities of the United Kingdom.

But there is hope—real, genuine, practical hope—in 
these hugely negative events currently impacting this 
planet. Sadly, it’s a hope realized by too few, rejected by too 
many, and denied to most, at present. 

Yet for those who have eyes to see, embedded within the 
events of the year 2005 are real signs of the imminence of 
the coming of mankind’s great, and only, hope for world 
peace and an end to all suffering for mankind. 

Let us explain by pointing to a few of the most dramatic 
events that occurred last year, and showing how they are tan-
gible signs of just how close we are to the end of the last hour 
of this age of man and the dawn of a totally new civilization.
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Signs of coming domestic political 
turbulence began to emerge when, dur-
ing the final quarter of the year, Prime 
Minister Tony Blair was roundly defeated 
in a motion put to Parliament to enhance 
Britain’s ability to detain suspected ter-
rorists. Like the U.S. president, Mr. Blair 
appears to be suffering from diminishing 
support within his own party ranks. With 
little competition from an ineffective, di-
vided Conservative opposition, and not 
much in terms of quality political leader-
ship offering within the incumbent La-
bor (socialist) Party, Britain may be home 
to a very divided and fractious House of 
Commons during the current year. 

In the meantime, stresses increased 
within British society from the twin 
challenges of ethnic violence (the legacy 
of mass immigration from Britain’s old 
colonies) and the growing “yob” sub-
culture of youth hooliganism tearing at 
the fabric of traditional British stability. 
Watch for further ructions from these 
twin blots on British society in the com-
ing year (Deuteronomy 28:43). 

tel avIv
On September 12, Israel withdrew 
from the Gaza Strip, that strategic coastal 
strip of land that it won—along with the 
Sinai Peninsula, the West Bank and the 
Golan Heights—in the victorious 1967 
war against Egypt, Jordan and Syria. The 
Gaza retreat followed the 1982 return of 
the Sinai to Egypt, with the resultant de-
struction of previous Israeli settlements 
on the peninsula. Now that Gaza is being 
handed over to the stateless Palestinians, 
there can be no doubt that the highly 
strategic Golan is next on the list of pri-
orities for takeover by nations hostile to 
Israel, followed by the West Bank.

Coincidentally, even as the U.S. pres-
idency and the British prime minister-
ship became increasingly embattled in 
2005, the year also initiated a period of 
political turmoil within Israel. During 
a matter of days in November, veteran 
politician Shimon Peres was ousted as 
leader of Israel’s Labor Party and Israel’s 
Prime Minister Arial Sharon resigned 
his post as leader of the Likud party, 
which he helped to found. Sharon’s in-
tent is to form a new party in order to 

rorist cells scattered across Europe and 
embedded in Britain, the U.S. and other 
Western nations. Al Qaeda may have the 
edge in gaining publicity, but increas-
ingly it is the extremist political voice of 
Iran’s new leader that motivates Islam’s 
extremists to unite against the West in 
global jihad. They bide their time. They 
await the signal. Suicide attack? Another 
train station, bus, public utility, oil refin-
ery, government building—or just open 
slaughter in a nightclub or marketplace?

 In the meantime, Tehran thumbs its 
nose at the world and continues its de-
velopment of nuclear power apace. This 
has led former House speaker in the U.S. 
Congress Newt Gingrich to identify Iran 
as the single greatest threat to world peace 
to arise since Nazi Germany. Readers of 
this magazine will remember that our ed-
itor identified Iran as the world’s leading 
terror threat more than a decade ago.

Perhaps the most amazing phenome-
non surrounding Iran was the effort West-
ern nations made to deny the harsh reality 
of Iran’s declared and open intentions to 
become a nuclear power. It was as though 
the non-Islamic governments, their diplo-
mats and largely blinded press and media 
mounted a mind-control program de-
signed to create mass denial of this starkly 
obvious reality. Make no bones about it: 
Iran is advancing on course to become 
the next nuclear power. This foreign-
policy initiative identifies that nation very 
clearly as beginning to fulfill an ancient 
prophecy that predicts an explosive reac-
tion to its power potential from the Eu-
ropean continent (Daniel 11:40).

Meanwhile, Iran has continued—
with great success—to develop ties with 
and influence within Iraq. After 25 years, 
relations between Iran and Iraq have be-
gun to normalize, with high-ranking of-
ficials from both countries visiting their 
counterparts during the past year. 

To bring Iraq into its sphere of influence 
would boost Tehran’s power throughout 
the Middle East. The Trumpet has long 
pointed to this eventually becoming a re-
ality in fulfillment of the prophesied rise 
of an Islamic power; the past year has seen 
Iran take broad strides in this direction. 
Iraq has increasingly looked to Iran in 
the political, energy and military sectors, 
with major agreements being signed mid-
year involving unprecedented military 
cooperation and energy collaboration.

It also became increasingly clear in re-
cent months that Iran wields significant 
covert influence in Iraq as reports came 
to light of Iranian supply of ammunition 

free himself from Likud detractors and 
ramrod through his vision for peace. 

This current domestic political turmoil 
in Israel comes at a time when the EU has 
commenced monitoring the Gaza-Egypt 
border with a team of police and customs 
officials. Observers see this as the thin 
end of the wedge for increasing involve-
ment by the EU in Israel’s affairs—the EU 
already promising to swell the strength of 
this force of “monitors” in the future. 

With the prospect of the EU (which 
has substantially funded the Palestin-
ian cause against Israel) controlling the 
Palestinian border at strategic Gaza—
coupled with Vatican moves to take over 
real estate on Mount Zion announced 
the same month—the average Israeli 
might be forgiven for feeling more be-
sieged than ever in this small Jewish 
outpost clinging to the Middle East’s 
Mediterranean coast. 

Watch for a government to come to 
power in Israel seeking further liaison 
with Rome and Brussels. Watch for a 
strengthening of EU and Vatican in-
volvement in Israel’s affairs. Finally, 
watch for that ancient city Jerusalem 
to become, once again, a divided city 
(Zechariah 14:2). Events within and 
without Israel occurring in 2005 moved 
things definitely in that direction.

tehran
One salient fact that guarantees 
a continuance, even a further height-
ening, of Islamic terrorism across the 
world came to the fore in June 2005—
the election to the presidency of Iran of 
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad. 

Novice politician though he may be, 
this individual’s terrorist rhetoric places 
him at the forefront of extremists around 
the globe, whose cry of jihad against the 
whole of Christendom rings louder than 
ever. This prime motivator of Islamic 
terrorists unabashedly spews his hatred 
of the Jews, broadcasting from the min-
arets of old Persia his call for the tiny na-
tion of Israel to be rolled back into the 
sea. President Ahmadinejad may not 
presently enjoy the favor of many of his 
fellow Iranian politicians, but he is a fa-
vorite of the Iranian public and the new 
mentor for the droves of Islamic ter-
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to terrorists for use against U.S. troops.
Watch: When the U.S. vacates Iraq, 

Iran will be there to fill the vacuum. 

mosCow 
As the chill of winter began to de-
scend upon Russia toward the close of the 
year, signs appeared of that lumbering 
bear of a nation finally coming in from 
the cold. Russia’s long hibernation from 
real impact on the world scene since the 
great ussr implosion in the 1990s may 
be over. It is already turning up the heat 
using the massive power of the world’s 
largest energy corporation, Russian-
owned Gazprom, to pressure neighbor-
ing nations to return to its fold. 

Gazprom is exploiting price control, 
in addition to its control of cross-border 
oil and gas distribution networks, as a 
political weapon to bring Central Asian 
nations to book in efforts to stem the 
Westward drift of the former ussr’s old 
satellite states. 

Long knowing that a line would have 
to be drawn to stem the steady move-
ment of Eastern European nations to the 
European Union, Russia is ratcheting up 
the pressure on the EU and Eurasia to 
force the clear demarcation of just where 
the EU’s eastern border will eventually 
be drawn. Energy is Russia’s current 
weapon of diplomacy.

The EU is a prime customer of Gaz-
prom, heavily dependent upon Russia’s 
oil and gas resources to energize its col-
lective economy. Russia thus has a pow-
erful strategic tool with which to bring 
the EU to the bargaining table on any 
issue of major concern. With the Middle 
East in constant turmoil, the EU has 
sought a more reliable supplier of energy 
by courting Russia through heavy capi-
tal investment. Now Russia, whose in-
dustry is recovering, is prepared to start 
using energy politics through its control 
of both supply and price in the Europe-
an energy market. This it intends to do 
to stem the Westward drift of old Soviet 
satellite states. The line will probably be 
drawn at Ukraine. Seeing the writing on 
the wall, the EU issued a statement in 
November designed to deflate Ukraini-
an ambitions toward EU membership. 

2005 signaled that Russia is setting 

its sights on rebuilding a form of empire 
from those Central European nations 
that yet remain as the nation’s buffer to 
the West. 

A further stimulus to Russia’s efforts 
at consolidation is the threat of Islamic 
incursion from the southern Eurasian 
states through which Russian oil and gas 
flow. A number of these states are heav-
ily dependent, economically, on their 
middle-man status in the oil distribu-
tion network. Russia is using the oil and 
gas weapon, via its monopolistic control 
of state-run Gazprom, as a geopolitical 
tool to also meet its regional political 
goals within nations to its south. 

Watch for Eurasia to be a hot spot as 
nations in that region feel their indepen-
dence from Russia—which they have 
enjoyed since the ussr’s failure in the 
1990s—being eroded by Russia’s energy 
politics. Watch for Russia to stop flirting 
with the West and to give its primary al-
legiances to the East (Ezekiel 38:1-4).

beIjInG
On August 18, Russia and China con-
ducted joint military exercises, declar-
ing the start of an era of unprecedented 
military cooperation. If this continues, 
then there may well be competition be-
tween the two during the current year to 
determine just how equal this partner-
ship should be. 

Obviously Russia has two strategic ad-
vantages—the continuing possession of 
a far greater nuclear capability than Chi-
na, and tremendous oil and gas resourc-
es. The Chinese are working on catching 
up with the former. They are still highly 
dependent on the Middle East and Rus-
sia to provide them with the latter. On 
the other hand, Russia’s economy is still 
struggling, while China is enjoying un-
precedented economic growth. Watch 
for mutual trade-offs between these two 
nations as the initiatives for closer co-
operation signaled in 2005 draw them 
closer together, each with the intention 
of balancing the other’s power. 

The trends in China’s and Russia’s 
diplomacy in 2005 also revealed a move-
ment toward increasing liaison with In-
dia, which is rapidly gaining influence 
in the Far East and Asia. 

Crucial also to Chinese foreign policy 
will be its possession of key strategic sea-
ports over which it has quietly and steadily 
acquired control during the past 10 years.

Perhaps the gravest of dangers to the 
U.S. and world economies posed by Chi-
na is the increasing risk of having that 
one single nation underwriting America’s 
huge foreign debt. The U.S.’s loss of self-
sufficiency because of its overwhelm-
ing and growing dependency upon one 
single nation for the supply of consumer 
goods would be risk enough—but for 
that nation to have declared the U.S. its 
number-one enemy should scare the 
daylights out of each and every Ameri-
can citizen. Should tensions escalate be-
tween the U.S. and China over, say, the 
issue of Taiwanese independence, and 
should such tensions provoke a military 
response, this interconnection of the 
U.S. and China’s economies could prove 
decisive in deciding the outcome. As one 
commentator put it, “[I]f present trends 
continue, the Chinese will soon be able 
simply to pull the plug on our econo-
my—and so we won’t be able to fight …” 
(American Conservative, Nov. 7, 2005).

A resurgent Russia, in tandem with 
a belligerent China, is the last thing the 
U.S. needs with its foreign policy at pres-
ent fixated on the war on extremist Is-
lamic terror (Revelation 9:16).

tokyo and berlin—a Comparison
Japan’s Prime Minister Junichiro 
Koizumi scored a landslide victory at the 
polls last September. This cleared the way 
for the overthrow of the pacifist clause in 
Japan’s post-World War ii Constitution. 

Thus we have a remarkable scenario 
created within just a few months last year, 
where the two powers vanquished by 
Britain, the U.S. and their allies in World 
War ii are set to change the very constitu-
tions that the Allies drafted in a manner 
such as to ensure they would never rise as 
belligerents in any future war. 

Sixty years of history of the contain-
ment of the offensive capabilities of Ger-
many and Japan is about to end, and it 
could not come at a worse time.

History demonstrates that no matter 
how passive a nation may appear under a 
given set of circumstances that may pro-
duce a certain period of collective peace, 
when circumstances change and nations 
feel a threat to their security, they simply 
revert to type. Both Germany and Japan 
are worthy of study in this respect. 

Germany and Japan both feel their se-
curity threatened at present. Each of these 
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nations feels that its national identity, 
sovereignty and integrity have been ad-
versely affected by the post-war intrusion 
of foreign powers. Neither nation has the 
type of character that will embrace liber-
al democracy. Both nations have natural 
tendencies to collectivism and state wor-
ship, which gravitate toward servile ac-
ceptance by their respective populations 
of strong authoritarian rule. 

Neither of these nations has long tra-
ditions of civil liberties, human rights or 
political freedoms. Hence the determi-
nation of the framers of their post-war 
constitutions to write in the checks and 
balances designed to suppress the nega-
tive aspects of each of these talented na-
tions should they be tempted to show 
their belligerent tendencies in the future. 
That’s all about to end. With it an era will 
end. With the end of that era, the risk to 
the security and peace of the world will 
ratchet up more than just a few notches.

berlIn
The big story in Germany start-
ed in May, with Chancellor Gerhard 
Schröder’s call for a vote of confidence 
in his government. Knowing he would 
lose the vote, he initiated the ploy delib-
erately to force the calling of a general 
election in Germany. The outcome, ini-
tially a stalemate, morphed into a grand 
coalition of Germany’s political parties 
with Christian Democrat leader Angela 
Merkel at the helm. Although this alli-
ance stands on shaky political ground, 
its results may be far-reaching. 

Merkel’s grand alliance is slated to 
vote away some of the key federalism 
clauses of the German Constitution that 
were deliberately inserted to constrain 
any prospect of, as Stratfor put it, “the 
re-emergence of a dynamic, proactive 
German power” (Stratfor, Nov. 10, 2005). 
If this goes ahead, it could become the 
second event of greatest geopolitical sig-
nificance to happen during 2005. If the 
parties put their imprimatur on these 
changes to the German Constitution, 
then with the stroke of a pen the way for 
the rise of a populist leader possessing 
power in Germany—such as has not been 
witnessed since the rise of the führer in 
1939—will be a reality! “Mix in an altered 

federal arrangement in which the Länder 
[states] are not even consulted on half 
of the issues over which the Bundesrat 
(made up of representatives of the vari-
ous Länder governments) currently holds 
veto power, and any new chancellor would 
suddenly have the power and freedom to 
rule largely as he—or she—sees fit” (ibid.; 
emphasis mine throughout). 

Having a real eye to history and its 
tendency for repetition on the European 
continent, Stratfor observed, “And al-
though the Bundeswehr [German army] 
was not looking for a flat place to march 
across the last time we checked, Germa-
ny’s neighbors have got to be developing 
a bit of a nervous twitch as their long-
occupied-and-divided neighbor begins 
thinking for itself again” (ibid.). 

This coalition may be inherently 
weak. It may be short-lived. But should 
these sweeping proposals to change the 
German Constitution be enacted, the 
legacy of Germany’s latest grand alliance 
will be to have paved the way for the rise, 
one more time, of a Teutonic—dare we 
say Bavarian—dictator as savior of the 
German nation within a time of increas-
ing domestic and global crisis. 

rome
On April 19, the Bavarian Joseph 
Ratzinger was elected pope. A confidante 
of his predecessor, John Paul ii (to the 
point where he personally drafted many 
of that pope’s encyclicals during the last 
five years of his papacy), this German 
pope has wasted no time in creating a 
new image for himself. Bedogged by such 
appellations as der Panzerkardinal, the 
pope’s enforcer and the like, the pope took 
the title Benedict xvi under which to forge 
a public image quite different from that of 
an extreme right-wing hatchet man. 

Whereas the media-savvy John 
Paul ii used mass media to his advan-
tage to promote his performances in the 
public arena, early indications are that 
Benedict—himself having gained much 
from the mass broadcasting of his great-
est public performances to date (John 
Paul’s funeral, his own enthronement 
and the youth rally in Cologne)—may 
use the media to establish a much more 
intimate contact with the public. He has 

already given the first of many intend-
ed interviews on camera, to be viewed 
worldwide—something unprecedented 
in Vatican history. Over 100 requests for 
televised interviews awaited his atten-
tion by the close of the year. 

Observing that Benedict’s first visit 
outside of Italy was to Germany—and 
that to address the Catholic Church’s 
youth convention—some pundits drew 
intriguing conclusions as to the combi-
nation of his very Germanness and of his 
past as a member of the national youth 
fraternity of his age, the Nazi youth 
movement in the 1940s. The extent to 
which his ethnicity and youthful expe-
riences still influence this pope’s think-
ing remains to be seen. Yet the fact that 
Joseph Ratzinger has a tender spot in his 
heart for both the land and the state of 
his birth—Germany and Bavaria—itself 
leads to intriguing considerations in re-
lation to the future direction of Europe. 

One invitation Benedict received 
early in his papacy he enthusiastically 
embraced—an invitation by Israeli Pres-
ident Moshe Katsav to visit Jerusalem. 
Slated to take place during 2006, this 
visit will serve to strengthen ties already 
established by Pope John Paul. 

The connections between these Vati-
can initiatives and the European Union’s 
recent moves to mount a security task 
force in the Gaza Strip will leap into focus 
in the near future as an increasingly Vati-
can-influenced EU moves to extend its 
security force clear on into the very heart 
of Jerusalem. Not for nothing did the pre-
vious pope announce the Vatican’s inten-
tion to move its headquarters eventually 
from Rome to Jerusalem. That dream of 
John Paul ii could well become a reality 
during the papacy of Benedict xvi.

bavarIa
Last November, German politician 
Edmund Stoiber, leader of the Christian 
Social Union, headed a delegation to 
Rome. This followed hard on the heels 
of his rejection of direct involvement in 
grand alliance talks with other politi-
cal party leaders following the German 
election stalemate. 

At that point, many predicted the 
fall of the “pit bull” of German politics, 
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claiming he was a has-been. Indeed, on 
the surface, Stoiber’s refusal of the Minis-
try for the Economy in a grand coalition 
government appeared political suicide. 
To the contrary, rather than suicidal, this 
action by the protégé of former Bavarian 
strongman Franz Josef Strauss will prove 
to be his saving grace. Stoiber has cleverly 
distanced himself from the imminent 
failure of what is destined to be a short-
lived, muddling at best, deeply divisive 
at worst, coalition government. “Frustra-
tion, uncertainty and fear” dominate the 
coalition being led by Germany’s first-
ever woman chancellor, Angela Merkel 
(Spiegel Online, Nov. 15, 2005). “Public 
opinion and inner fears are no lasting glue 
to keep the coalition together” (ibid.). 

Stoiber knows that Germany is not 
alone within Europe in evidencing the 
lack of anything to provide the “lasting 
glue” to bind its government together. 
This is a problem that bedevils the fu-
ture of the entire European Union. And 
that’s where Stoiber’s eyes are set.

brussels
The year was not a good one for 
the European Union. 

Both France and the Netherlands re-
jected the much-touted European Con-
stitution, causing that document to fade 
quickly from public attention. 

The Franco-German engine, which 
has driven the expansion of the EU to 
25 member nations, sputtered almost to 
a halt under the combined effects of the 
evident failure of the European public to 
lend their support to the constitution, 
and the domestic distractions that each 
of those nations found itself drawn to fo-
cus upon. Political turmoil in Germany, 
social disruption from France’s migrant 
community, and economic woes in both 
countries all served to work against the 
previous binding solidarity that had en-
abled these two nations to force their 
agenda on other members of the EU for 
so long. 

The EU ship drifted in 2005. Yet Brus-
sels beavered away still, crafting regula-
tion upon regulation designed to shore 
up the leaking European ship of state.

“In a sense, [the EU] has become the 
organizational equivalent of a headless 

chicken, fully capable of motion but 
lacking in cohesion and purpose. … 
What is left is a bureaucracy still tot-
tering through the barnyard of Europe 
while the brains of the operation—the 
member states—grope about for some 
sort of new, more functional arrange-
ment” (Stratfor, Nov. 22, 2005). What’s 
missing is the “lasting glue” to bind this 
European Union together. 

That which Germany presently lacks 
is no different from that which the en-
tire European Union presently lacks to 
bind it together for its moment in histo-
ry. This magazine has constantly point-
ed to the only single factor that has ever, 
and consistently in past history, bound 
Europe’s divisive nation-states together: 
a shared ideology, Europe’s dominant 
religion—the religion of Rome!

where rome and bavaria meet
On that sunny day in Rome last No-
vember, addressing the delegation that 
Edmund Stoiber had led to the Vatican, 
“Pope Benedict xvi paid homage to the 
cultural patrimony of his native Ba-
varia on November 3 as he met with a 
delegation of parliamentarians from the 
Christian Social Union, led by Bavarian 
Minister-President Edmund Stoiber. 
Bavaria, the pope said, ‘unites a heri-
tage of generosity and a rich religious 
harmony: elements which hold real 
promise for the future’” (Catholic World 
News, Nov. 3, 2005). 

As the Trumpet pointed out last month, 
“No relationship may be more necessary 
to watch than that nurtured on this No-
vember 3 visit.” We believe that this event, 
given little publicity in the world’s media, 
has greater potential than any other oc-
curring in the year 2005 for impacting the 
immediate future of the world! 

Watch Pope Benedict. Watch Edmund 
Stoiber. Watch for a connection between 
these two leading figures in Europe, the 
one being Europe’s spiritual figurehead, 
the other, his political career cast in the 
mold of Franz Josef Strauss’s Grand De-
sign for Europe, biding his time for the 
call to rescue Germany from crisis.

No leaders in Europe, other than 
Ratzinger and Stoiber, are so well posi-
tioned to take advantage of Germany’s 
and Europe’s present crisis of leadership. 
No other team comes close to these two 
Bavarians in terms of having the power 
potential to provide the “lasting glue” to 
unite both Germany an d the papacy in 
one great final, yet short-lived, resurrec-
tion of the old Holy Roman Empire! 

three-way Collision
In summation, given all that happened 
on the volatile world stage of the year 
2005, three specific events stand out 
that are destined to coalesce in a grand 
smash climax at the close of this age. 
Each event surrounds a personality: the 
election of Pope Benedict xvi, the elec-
tion of Mahmoud Ahmadinejad to the 
presidency of Iran, and the outcome of 
the German elections.

The increasing belligerence of Iran 
under its latest populist leader is bound 
to echo across the whole of Europe, rais-
ing the prospect of further outbreaks of 
violence such as occurred in France last 
November. This will fuel the sense of be-
sieging crisis that already is rising within 
Europe, most particularly in Germany.

Add to this the deep concern that the 
European Union has to limit the pros-
pects of the Islamic nuclear potential, 
as witnessed by its tortuous efforts to 
constrain Iran’s nuclear power capacity 
during 2005, and we already see reaction 
mounting against a perceived foreign-
policy “push” by Islamic Iran against a 
largely Catholicized Europe. 

One can hardly escape compar-
ing this mounting tension between the 
Catholic north and the Islamic south of 
today to those tensions that led to the 
crusades of both the Ottoman and Holy 
Roman Empires of old.

The twin pressures of hoards of agitat-
ed Islamic migrants at home and threats 
of an Iranian manufactured nuclear 
device coming from abroad are bound 
to affect German foreign policy heavily 
in 2006. This, at a time when Germany 
sadly lacks decisive leadership. 

In the wings one man awaits his call, 
the Bavarian Edmund Stoiber. 

Will the year 2006 see a third power-
ful personality rise, within Germany, in 
tandem with the vicar of Rome, to turn 
and stem the tide of Islamicism sweep-
ing its crescent ever northward? Will this 
all stir the Eastern nations into a closer 
alliance, destined to clash with the vic-
tor between the “king of the north” and 
the “king of the south” in a final climax 
at the close of one civilization, and the 
dawning of another?

Keep watching world events. Watch 
these personalities. And as you watch—
pray! But let your prayer be a prayer of 
rejoicing! For as these events unfold, as 
the Savior of the world has admonished, 
“And when these things begin to come to 
pass, then look up, and lift up your heads; 
for your redemption draws nigh.” ■
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T
his is a story about 
two opposing strategies to 
defeating Islamist terrorism.

One approach is fated to 
fail. In its most robust form, 
it is represented by Amer-
ica’s “polite war” in Iraq—

surgical warfare that lances crooked 
leaders and preserves people, warfare 
that of necessity devolves into costly and 
knotty nation-building. In its weakest, 
silliest form, it involves trying to fight 
the problem with pillows—refusing to 
recognize terrorism’s correlation to a 
religion, striving not to eliminate but to 
“understand” and appease the enemy.

The other approach has not yet been 
tried. But once America and its associ-
ates have thoroughly exhausted them-
selves with theirs, and the problem of 
terrorism is exponentially more dev-
astating than it was before they began 
fighting it, the time for this second ap-
proach will have arrived.

The Holy Bible prophesies of it. It will 

be shocking. It will be overwhelming. 
And it will be successful. Islamism will 
be defeated.

homegrown extremists
July 7, 2005, was a black day for Britain. 
That morning in downtown London, four 
coordinated terrorist attacks wounded 
700 people and snuffed out 56 lives.

The shocking nature of the bombings 
intensified when it was discovered that 
the four attackers were homegrown Brit-
ish Muslims. The model of multicultural-
ism the UK had cultivated in recent years, 
intended to engender interracial and in-
terfaith harmony, suddenly came under 
withering scrutiny. Inquiry into the at-
tacks lifted the lid on a spiteful counter-
culture that despised its host country.

The investigation suggested that the 
men had actually been recruited at the 
Hamara Youth Access Point—a youth 
center funded in part by the British 
government and the European Union. 
Workers verified that at least two of the 

men were regular visitors to the center, 
which had become, in the words of the 
Globe and Mail, “a hub of radical Mus-
lim politics and a hotbed of Islamic or-
ganizing, routinely hosting mysterious 
figures to speak about extremist poli-
tics” (July 14, 2005).

Any notion that these bombers were 
isolated fringers was killed by a disturb-
ing post-7/7 survey. A Telegraph-spon-
sored YouGov poll of British Muslims 
found that fully 6 percent of them con-
sider the attacks “on balance justified”; 24 
percent sympathize with the “thoughts 
and motives” of the attackers; 26 percent 
disagree with Prime Minister Tony Blair’s 
characterization of their ideas as being 
“perverted and poisonous.” The poll also 
revealed a prevalent conviction in the Is-
lamic community that British politicians, 
police and judges are prejudiced against 
Muslims and that British law enforcement 
has no business trying to squash extrem-
ism. Almost a third believe that “Western 
society is decadent and immoral, and 

a real-life fable about a losing battle by joel hIllIKer
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Muslims should seek to bring it 
to an end, but only by nonvio-
lent means”—while 1 percent 
say the West’s end should come 
“if necessary by violence.”

That stunner confirmed a 
finding in an April 2004 joint 
report by the UK Foreign and 
Commonwealth Office and 
Home Office: “Intelligence in-
dicates that the number of Brit-
ish Muslims actively engaged 
in terrorist activity, whether at 
home or abroad, or supporting 
such activity is extremely small 
and estimated at less than 1 per-
cent” (emphasis mine through-
out). Given that Britain is home 
to somewhere between 1.6 mil-
lion and 3 million Muslims, 
that could amount to as many 
as 30,000 British Muslims “ac-
tively engaged in terrorist ac-
tivity”! (That the government 
considered this number “ex-
tremely small” provides some 
insight into its thinking.)

Thus came the big ques-
tion: Was Britain too tolerant, 

or not tolerant enough? It demanded an 
answer. With its malignant extremism 
diagnosed and 56 of its citizens dead, 
would Britain clamp down on the prob-
lem, or would it push the multicultural-
ist ideal even further?

It chose the latter route.

tackling the Problem “head on”
Britain’s police forces immediately set 
out to prove that their evenhanded 
treatment of Muslims would not change 
simply because of four misguided, mis-
understood young Islamic men. 

After one of the suicide bombers was 
called “a hero of Islam” at his funeral, 
the deputy assistant commissioner of 
the Metropolitan Police, Brian Pad-
dick, remained undaunted. “Islam and 
terrorists are two words that do not go 
together,” he said. His boss, Ian Blair, 
said there is “nothing wrong with being 
a fundamentalist Muslim.” 

The Nottinghamshire chief constable 
considered it job one to mollify the Mus-

lims in Britain’s midst. To show com-
munity solidarity with them, he ordered 
20,000 green ribbons to be sent to local 
public offices and urged his officers to 
wear them. “[B]y far the biggest task 
which we have undertaken [since July] 
has been giving reassurance to the com-
munity,” he explained.

To prove its understanding of the 
Muslim community’s mistrust of coun-
terterrorism operations, the Bedfordshire 
Police reissued an 18-point guide on how 
to handle Muslims suspected of terrorist 
offenses. The bulletin tells officers to use 
rapid entry only as a last resort and to 
stand aside when people are praying so 
as not to disrupt them. Officers are not 
to touch holy books, Korans or religious 
artifacts unless they are Muslim officers 
in a state of ritual purity. And England’s 
finest are encouraged to remove their 
shoes when entering Muslim homes, “es-
pecially in areas that might be kept pure 
for prayer purposes.” 

Imagine how moved an impression-
able young Muslim contemplating a 
switch to the dark side would be to see 
police raiding his home in their socks. 
Maybe these guys aren’t so bad after all.

Whatever one may think of those 
inane initiatives, they fell in step with 
those of the British government.

On July 19, Prime Minister Blair gave 
a stern speech unveiling a plan to “tackle 
extremism” and confront the rise in radi-
calism “head on.” What was his plan? It 
was the creation of a task force of advisory 
committees made up of prominent Brit-
ish Muslims who were instructed to pro-
duce proposals to solve the problem (since 
any solutions proposed by non-Muslims 
would undoubtedly be insufficiently sen-
sitive to the needs of that community). 

Thus the full counterterrorist force of 
the British government was unleashed. 
Surely the minions of extremism in Brit-
ain trembled with fear.

If onlookers doubted the wisdom in 
this approach, their qualms multiplied 
when the appointees to the task force 
were announced. Among them were ex-
tremist sympathizers such as Inayat Bun-
glawala (the anti-Semitic media secretary 
for the Muslim Council of Britain, who 

has called Osama bin Laden a “freedom 
fighter”), Tariq Ramadan (a Muslim pro-
fessor at Oxford who had been previously 
banned from France and the U.S. for 
praising suicide killings) and Yusef Islam 
(aka Cat Stevens, the pop-singer-turned-
Muslim who blames British foreign policy 
for the London bombings and is excluded 
from the U.S. because of “alleged associa-
tion with possible terrorists”).

Within weeks came one of the task 
force’s first recommendations to “tackle 
extremism head on”: scrapping Britain’s 
annual Holocaust Memorial Day—which 
Blair established in 2001—in favor of 
“World Genocide Day.” Thus, rather than 
remembering the 6 million Jews killed by 
Hitler, Britons would “recognize the mass 
murder of Muslims in Palestine, Chech-
nya and Bosnia as well as people of other 
faiths” (Sunday Times, Sept. 11, 2005). A 
task force member explained, “The very 
name Holocaust Memorial Day sounds 
too exclusive to many young Muslims. It 
sends out the wrong signals: that the lives 
of one people are to be remembered more 
than others. It’s a grievance that extrem-
ists are able to exploit.” 

Yes, it’s no wonder Muslims grow-
ing up in the UK end up blowing 
themselves up in subways. Af-
ter all, Britain memorializes the 
slaughter of 6 million people that 
extremist Muslims hate. Or so 
the twisted thinking goes.

In this upside-down, black-is-
white climate, even Tony Blair lies 

to the right of the British political main-
stream. In November, when he threw all 
his support behind a proposal to expand 
the state’s powers over suspected terror-
ists, he suffered his first loss in a parlia-
mentary vote in his eight years as prime 
minister. Forty-nine members of his own 
party defected to oppose him—a Com-
mons record.

The prime minister was baffled. 
“What I can’t understand,” Blair said, 
“is how we can say, given the strength of 
the terrorist threat we face, that the civil 
liberties of a small number of terrorist 
suspects … come before the fundamen-
tal civil liberty of this country to pro-
tection from terrorism.” The reason for 
that which Mr. Blair can’t understand 
is the blindly obstinate commitment to 
politically correct conduct—no matter 
what the cost—no matter how deep the 
handicap it places on the British in the 
business of battling terrorism.

The idea that policemen wearing 
shoes on a prayer mat during an antiter-

& the idea that policemen wearing shoes on a prayer 
mat during an antiterrorism raid are responsible for 
terrorist violence is a farce. the idea that a holocaust 
memorial is to blame for terrorist violence is a farce. 
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a
ny dream of australia being isolated from the islamic ter-
rorist crusade was shattered last november when police in 
sydney and melbourne uncovered a major terrorist plot. on 

nov. 8, 2005, 17 people were arrested when 500 police raided 
23 locations in the two australian cities. 

though the scheme was foiled, the incident indicates the 
extent of the homegrown terrorist problem australia faces. 

australia’s immigration policies of recent years—and the 
freedoms awarded immigrants without corresponding responsi-
bilities—have produced a climate ripe for the growth of islamic 
extremism.

australia became the enemy of islamic terrorists when it 
joined with the united states and britain in the war on terror. 

although this island nation has yet to experience a terrorist strike 
within its coasts, muslim terror has struck close to home. the bombing 
of a nightclub in bali, indonesia, in october 2002 took the lives of 88 
australian citizens. since then, the australian government has stepped 
up its counterterrorist efforts.

with its interior and far north filled with vast and empty spaces, 
its massive coastline largely porous, and a scant population barely 
surpassing that of greater los angeles spread largely around the 
perimeter of a land mass as big as the u.s., australia faces unique 
challenges in keeping terrorists at bay.

IslamIC mIGratIon
australia’s population was built by migration. because of its original 
“white australia” policy, the bulk of the nation’s immigrants up to 
the mid-20th century came from 
britain and europe. during the 
heady days of the 1960s, the 
intelligentsia of the nation exag-
gerated and publicized myths 
about the mistreatment of ethnic 
groups within australia, and the 
government’s stance on immigration changed.

in the wake of the vietnam war, boatloads of asians penetrated 
the northern shores of australia and were absorbed into its society. 
buddhist temples, something quite alien to the australian Judeo-
christian culture, started to pop up around the country. this was 
later followed by waves of islamic immigrants from the middle 
east. mosques appeared and the cries of the mullahs were heard 
ringing out across the cities of australian suburbs mixing with 

those of goats being slaughtered in suburban backyards.
by comparison with other nations, australia’s absorption of ethnic 

minorities has been relatively smooth. Following federation, generations 
of australians came to the nation’s shores from cultures quite foreign to 
that of their new homeland. their progeny readily accepted australian 
citizenship and, thus, australian national aspirations—until recently.

among those arrested on november 8 were australian citizens. 
but they are not australian ethnics. the culture and the religion they 
practice are foreign to the majority within the nation of their citizenship. 
they have not assimilated. like their compatriots in britain and europe, 
they have elected to use the freedoms granted by their citizenship to 
perpetrate terror on the nation that has granted them a haven from 
other societies still stuck in a medieval culture of cruelty toward, and 
deprivation of, their citizenry. their extremist loyalty to the cause of 
pan-islamism via jihad poses a real threat to the nation that feeds, 

australia’s immigration 
policies of recent years 

have produced a climate 
ripe for the growth of 

Islamic extremism.
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rorism raid are responsible for terrorist 
violence is a farce. The idea that a Holo-
caust memorial is to blame for terrorist 
violence is a farce. 

And the idea that terrorism that is 
clearly rooted in Islamic ideology can be 
eradicated without offending Muslims is 
just as much a farce.

Yet this is the ostrich-like approach 
of the West—marked by a head-in-the-
sand unwillingness to acknowledge the 
true nature of the enemy.

america the apologist
The United States has historically done 
its level best to keep religion out of mat-
ters of state. Thus, it doesn’t have a com-
fortable means of dealing with a religion 
that is perceived as a security threat. 
Since 9/11, however, discussion about Is-
lam has increasingly entered the public 
sphere, and many American politicians 
have taken up the subject.

In their essay “The U.S. Government, 
Patron of Islam?”, Daniel Pipes and Mimi 

Stillman document the 
primary strands of 

what has emerged as 

U.S. policy regarding Islam. Politicians 
have been consistent in saying that there 
is nothing inherently threatening about 
the religion—that, in fact, Islam and ter-
rorism are incompatible. Thus President 
Bush claims that Muslim scholars and the 
vast majority of clerics reject the extrem-
ist view and says that “[Islam’s] teachings 
are good and peaceful, and those who 
commit evil in the name of Allah blas-
pheme the name of Allah.”

U.S. officials have gone further by argu-
ing that Islam is compatible with Ameri-
can ideals and actually beneficial for the 
country. “America is made stronger by 
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clothes, shelters and educates them, and 
provides them with a means to make a living.

stranGers wIthIn the Gates
the insurgents arrested in melbourne and 
sydney were charged with participating 
in paramilitary training in remote areas of 
australia, planning to produce bombs and 
using firearms and funding for their nefarious 
operations. although australian authorities 
broke this cell before it struck, one is forced 
to consider just how many other such cells are 
embedded around this vast island nation.

over 200 million muslims populate the in-
donesian archipelago, the southern extremity 
of which lies only 200 miles north of australia. 
any terrorist could find a warm, hospitable 
haven in this island complex while awaiting 
safe passage to the land down under. 

yet australia’s greatest challenge is not 
so much keeping extremist imams and their 
terrorist protégés from migrating into the 
country. the most significant terrorist poten-
tial lies within the hearts of extremist islamic 
australian citizens already embedded within 
that continent—the sons of earlier migrants, 
who speak with an aussie twang but who 
never assimilated into australian society. 
this is the stranger within australia’s gates 
mentioned in deuteronomy 28:43!

match that prophecy with deuteronomy 
32:25, and it is clear to those with a perspec-
tive on the biblical identity of australia, and on 
prophecy for these times, that the future does 
not bode well for australia in respect of this 
terrorist threat. if you want to know why, turn 
to leviticus 26 and read verses 14-16. that’s 
not a message for the faint-hearted. never-
theless it’s the binding reality of 
our day.  ron fraser

if you would like to learn more 
about australia’s future, read our 
booklet Australia in Prophecy. 

the core values of Islam—commitment to 
family, compassion for the disadvantaged, 
and respect for difference,” said President 
Clinton on one occasion. His secretary 
of state, Madeleine Albright, praised the 
religion as being “a faith that honors con-
sultation, cherishes peace, and has as one 
of its fundamental principles the inherent 
equality of all who embrace it.” It almost 
goes without saying that Islam as it is ac-
tually practiced by many worldwide em-
bodies precisely the opposite of the ideals 
that exist in Mrs. Albright’s mind.

Like British leaders, U.S. officials have 
gone out of their way to demonstrate soli-

darity with Muslims—even to the point of 
insisting that Americans learn to appre-
ciate Islam. They regard citizens who fear 
the religion or equate it with terrorism as 
misinformed—in need of education; sev-
eral officials have spoken on the need for 
more Islamic instruction. President Bush 
has assigned American Muslims the 
commission of spreading their message: 
“By educating others about your religious 
traditions, you enrich the lives of others 
in your local communities.”

Pipes and Stillman make the obvious 
comment: “In adopting a determinedly 
apologetic stance, [American politicians] 
have made themselves an adjunct of the 

country’s Islamic organizations. By 
dismissing any connection between 
Islam and terrorism, complaining 
about media distortions, and claiming 
that America needs Islam, they have 
turned the U.S. government into a dis-
creet missionary for the faith” (Mili-
tant Islam Reaches America).

Meanwhile, the extremists, it 
should come as no surprise, strenu-
ously reject the airbrushed Western 
version of what constitutes “true Is-
lam.” A Taliban representative said 
this: “I am astonished by President 
Bush when he claims there is noth-
ing in the Koran that justifies jihad or 
violence in the name of Islam. Is he 
some kind of Islamic scholar? Has he 
ever actually read the Koran?”

Is Islam a Peaceful religion?
Of course not every Muslim—not even 
the majority of Muslims—pine for 
the destruction of the Western world. 
But a substantial slice of Muslims 
understand their religion to promote 
militant behavior, no matter how vo-
ciferously some may condemn that as 
a perversion of Islamic orthodoxy.

The fact is, there is no Islamic or-
thodoxy.

Islam—practiced by one out of 
every five people sprawled over the 
globe (only 12 percent of whom are 
Arab)—takes many forms. It has no 
centralized government, no estab-
lished hierarchy, no denominations. 
Where Roman Catholics, for exam-
ple, can look to the pope to define 
Catholic doctrine (as can the rest of 
the world), Islam has no such singu-
lar authority.

Thus, those who interpret Islam to 
advocate terrorism cannot simply be 
dismissed as misunderstanding their 
religion. The idea has a distinguished 

pedigree among dedicated Muslims.
The late Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini, 

who orchestrated the Islamic Revolu-
tion in Iran in 1979, is one of the most 
respected Shiite clerics in modern times. 
Sixteen years after his death, his picture is 
still prominently featured at rallies in sev-
eral Middle East countries. Here is how 
he weighed in on the subject: “Those who 
know nothing of Islam pretend that Islam 
counsels against war. Those [who say this] 
are witless. Islam says: Kill all the unbe-
lievers just as they would kill you all! … 
Islam says: Whatever good there is exists 
thanks to the sword and in the shadow of 
the sword! People cannot be made obedi-
ent except with the sword! The sword is the 
key to paradise, which can be opened only 
for holy warriors! There are hundreds of 
other [koranic] psalms and hadiths [say-
ings of the prophet] urging Muslims to 
value war and to fight. Does all that mean 
that Islam is a religion that prevents men 
from waging war? I spit on those foolish 
souls who make such a claim” (“Islam Is 
Not a Religion of Pacifists,” translation 
from Holy Terror by Amir Taheri).

Misunderstanding or no, Khomeini 
derived his religion from the Koran. The 
young men and women sacrificing their 
lives in suicide missions against Jews and 
other Westerners are receiving their train-
ing from mosques and madrasas. You 
can’t convince them they misinterpret 
Islam. These warriors are true believers. 
Not even cops in socks can deter them.

“mainstream tradition”
It is not difficult to find compelling sup-
port for the Khomeinist version of Islam.

There are verses in the Koran that 
condemn killing innocent people, which 
those who claim that Islam is a peaceful 
religion often cite. But who is “innocent”? 
One prominent Saudi sheikh strongly 
disagreed with those who condemned the 
9/11 attacks because they killed innocents: 
“This was jihad and those people were not 
innocent people.” Bin Laden also insists 
that his victims are not innocent.

Though some koranic verses advocate 
peace, at least 18 other verses (Khomeini 
found “hundreds”) oblige every Muslim 
to kill infidels when and where the op-
portunity arises. Islamic scholars resolve 
these scriptural contradictions with the 
rule of abrogation, which upholds the 
authority of later verses above those of 
earlier verses. Unfortunately, the peace-
ful verses mostly come early. 

One scripture, usually called the “verse 
of the sword,” is considered by some 
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to abrogate all others on ques-
tions of war and peace. It states, 
“Then, when the sacred months 
are over, kill the idolaters wher-
ever you find them, take them 
[captive], besiege them, and lie 
in wait for them at every point 
of observation” (Sura 9:5). David 
Cook, assistant professor of reli-
gious studies at Rice University, 
states that though, historically 
speaking, this verse’s “immedi-
ate subject is the pagan Arabs—a 
narrow application sustained by 
early commentators,” the fact is 
that “later Muslim jurists would 
use the verse to proclaim a uni-
versal jihad against all non-Mus-
lims”  (Understanding Jihad). 
Cook also says that Sura was “re-
vealed” toward the end of Mo-
hammad’s life, a few years before 
the conquests, “making the final 
revelation a declaration of war.”

While Professor Cook ac-
knowledges that Islam began 
as a peaceful proclamation of Moham-
mad’s teachings, he documents how in 
the prophet’s later years this new reli-
gion came to embrace warfare aimed at 
gaining converts and controlling terri-
tory: “Mohammad is recorded as having 
participated in at least 27 campaigns and 
deputized some 59 others—an average 
of no fewer than nine campaigns an-
nually. … This evidence demonstrates 
categorically the importance of jihad to 
the early Muslim community. It is no co-
incidence that a number of the Prophet 
Mohammed’s early biographers refer to 
the last 10 years of his life as al-maghazi 
(the raids)” (ibid.). Thus, the personal ex-
ample of Islam’s founder shows that he 
interpreted jihad as literal warfare. 

Even as far back as the eighth cen-
tury, Hajjaj, the governor of what is now 
Iraq, invoked the Koran after a battle 
with these words: “The great God says 
in the Koran, ‘O true believers, when 
you encounter the unbelievers, strike off 
their heads.’ The above command of the 
great God is a great command and must 
be respected and followed.” The koranic 
verse he referred to was Sura 47:4. 

As Spengler wrote in Asia Times, “It 
is a fact of history that jihad, by which I 
mean specifically the propagation of the 
faith by violence, is a mainstream tradi-
tion” (June 15, 2005). 

Any Westerner who argues that the 
war against terrorism is a war against a 
minority of misinformed, anti-Islamic 

extremists is arguing against 1,400 years 
of history.

universal Conversion
Islam, like Roman Catholicism, is a re-
ligion whose ultimate goal is universal 
conversion. 

Reputed Islam scholar Bernard Lewis 
explains, “In the classical Islamic view, to 
which many Muslims are beginning to 
return, the world and all mankind are di-
vided into two: the House of Islam, where 
the Muslim law and faith prevail, and the 
rest, known as the House of Unbelief or 
the House of War, which it is the duty of 
Muslims ultimately to bring to Islam” 
(Atlantic Monthly, September 1990).

In the writings and speeches of many 
influential Muslims, the language of reli-
gious conquest appears again and again. 
Even moderate Muslims speak of Islam 
as being a universal religion aimed at en-
compassing the world. Dr. Zaki Badawi, 
the moderate former director of Lon-
don’s Islamic Cultural Center, said Islam 
“hopes that one day the whole of human-
ity will be one Muslim community.”

While the number of individuals 
willing to blow themselves up may be 
few, the goal of engulfing the globe in a 
single colossal caliphate is one held by a 
substantial share of the world’s Muslims. 
The vast majority of Muslims who seek 
to spread the religion globally are non-
violent, but they seek to “save” degener-
ate Western society nevertheless. 

Among these would be the 
31 percent of British Muslims 
polled in the post-7/7 YouGov 
survey who believe that “West-
ern society is decadent and im-
moral, and Muslims should seek 
to bring it to an end, but only 
by nonviolent means.” Think 
about that. If that poll is to be 
believed, only 56 percent of the at 
least 1.6 million Muslims in the 
UK agree that “Western society 
may not be perfect but Muslims 
should live with it and not seek 
to bring it to an end.”

Sadly, many Muslims disagree 
with the violence perpetrated by 
Islamist terrorists not because 
they condemn killing innocent 
people—but because nonviolent 
methods simply work better. The 
ultimate goal is the same, but 
they feel that achieving it will be 
easier if they don’t awaken the 
West from its slumber.

Of course, if Britain’s tooth-
less reaction to 7/7 is any indication, 
they have nothing to worry about.

stoking the flames
The effectiveness of the “silent spread” 
of Islam is hard to deny.

Proponents of this strategy seek to in-
crease the number of believers through 
reproduction and conversion—and, in 
the case of Western nations, immigra-
tion. This effort is to be matched by the 
expansion of Islamic culture and grad-
ual application and enforcement of Is-
lamic law in place of the secular laws of 
individual countries. 

A careful study of Muslim popula-
tions worldwide shows how they are sys-
tematically pushing for these aims. 

Consider demographics alone. Islam 
has become the second-largest religion 
in America, Europe and Australia. The 
French government estimates that 50,000 
Christians in France convert to Islam each 
year; in Britain, mosque attendance has 
outpaced that of the Church of England. 

The inroads Muslims have made in 
implementing sharia law are even more 
shocking. Pakistani-Muslim-turned-An-
glican-priest Patrick Sookhdeo wrote, 
“British Muslims now have sharia in ar-
eas of finance and mortgages; halal food 
in schools, hospitals and prisons; faith 
schools funded by the state; prayer rooms 
in every police station in London; and 
much more. This process has been as-
sisted by the British government through 

IslamIC ICon
Iraqi shiites display images of the late ayatollah Khomeini—
an indication of their sympathy with his version of Islam.
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its philosophy of multiculturalism, which 
has allowed some Muslims to consolidate 
and create a parallel society in the UK. …

“It is said that within 10 to 15 years 
most British cities in these areas will 
have Muslim-majority populations, and 
will be under local Islamic political con-
trol, with the Muslim community living 
under sharia” (Spectator, July 30, 2005).

While this evolutionary approach 
is a serious enough threat to the West, 
some few Muslims advocate a speedier, 
more revolutionary method. Though 
bin Laden is the most notable example, 
his thinking is not as far on the fringe as 
most Westerners would like to believe.

Sookhdeo continued: “The Deobandi 
minority argue for a quicker process us-
ing politics and violence to achieve the 
same result. Ultimately, both believe in 
the goal of an Islamic state in Britain 
where Muslims will govern their own 
affairs and, as the finishing touch, ev-
eryone else’s affairs as well. Islamism is 
now the dominant voice in contempo-
rary Islam, and has become the seedbed 
of the radical movements. It is this that 
Sir Ian Blair [the police commissioner 
we met earlier] has not grasped” (ibid.).

This is the true nature of the problem 
the ostrich-like West faces. A failure to 
grasp this reality results in misguided 
and fruitless efforts to negotiate, com-
promise and appease. This insipidly po-
lite approach produces only failure—ac-
tually, worse than failure. It stokes the 
flames of the problem!

losing the battle for hearts and minds
In Iraq, because the U.S. didn’t want to 
be perceived as the bully—applying too 
much force, especially against Muslim 
victims—it fastidiously sliced off the top 
level of autocracy and hoped that democ-
racy would flourish in its absence. The 

chances for this policy’s success are es-
sentially pinned on the idea that, when 
Muslims are permitted to govern them-
selves and forced to deal with fixing the 
potholes in their streets, they lose interest 
in jihad. That may be true for some. But 
that assumption totally underestimates 
the depth of conviction among those for 
whom jihad is a form of worship.

The “battle for hearts and minds” is 
a battle the West cannot win. The very 
effort is proving to have the opposite of its 
intended effect. Among many Muslims, 
it is perceived as condescension and it 
foments resentment; among others, it is 
taken as a sign of rank weakness.

As the Trumpet has often pointed out, 
it is Western naivety, weakness and lack of 
will in eradicating terrorism that enabled 
it to flower into such a monstrous chal-
lenge today. Never in human history has 
the potential for such devastation been 
placed in so few hands! A mere handful 
of suicidal terrorists, with adequate coor-
dination and appropriate technology, can 
wreak extraordinary destruction. 

And that destruction is exactly what 
the Bible prophesies will occur in Brit-
ain and America.

Meditate on these warnings from the 
great God of the Bible: “I also will do this 
unto you; I will even appoint over you ter-
ror … that shall … cause sorrow of heart 
…. And I will set my face against you, 
and ye shall be slain before your enemies 
… and ye shall flee when none pursueth 
you” (Leviticus 26:16-17). In this age of ter-
rorism, we are living these curses! (Read 
our online article “Ugly Truths About 
Islamic Terrorism” and chapter four of 
Gerald Flurry’s book Ezekiel—The End-
Time Prophet at www.theTrumpet.com for 
a thorough biblical explanation of how 
terrorism will affect these nations.)

The peoples of Britain, America and 
the rest of the world must understand the 
nature of the enemy they face. It is bigger, 
angrier, more violent, more elusive, more 
terrible than they understand. And rath-
er than trusting in God to deliver them, 
they are trusting in their own ridiculous 
initiatives. Unless they repent, their sins, 
their stubbornness, their faithlessness, 
will lead to their defeat and to the death 

of their wishy-washy methods of dealing 
with Islamist terrorism.

At that point, the time for a new ap-
proach to the problem will have arrived.

the whirlwind
Europe has identified the gathering 
threat posed by Islam. In the last 30 
years, the Continent has absorbed some 

20 million Muslims—equal to the com-
bined populations of Ireland, Belgium 
and Denmark. UN reports say that 
Muslim communities throughout Eu-
rope have grown over 100 percent in just 
a decade and a half. Islam has become 
Europe’s second-largest religion. Says 
Bernard Lewis: “Europe will be Islamic 
by the end of the century.” 

This transformation is widely seen 
within largely Catholic and secular Eu-
ropean society as a crisis. The issue has 
become one of the most contentious in 
continental politics today. Several po-
litical parties are incorporating anti-im-
migrant (read anti-Muslim) policies into 
their platforms and are reaping greater 
support as a result.

In addition to the London bombings, 
Islamist terrorist attacks in Madrid and 
Amsterdam have stirred European poli-
ticians and the public to act. Berlin es-
tablished an anti-terrorism command 
headquarters, consolidating the efforts 
of the nation’s security offices and beef-
ing up police power to detain people sus-
pected to have terrorist ties. The brutal 
slaying in November 2004 of Dutch film-
maker Theo van Gogh provoked a fierce 
backlash against Muslims in the Neth-
erlands; the conservative Dutch govern-
ment passed tough anti-terrorism laws—
broadening the police’s power to con-
duct searches and wiretaps and to hold 
suspects, requiring courts to admit evi-
dence against terrorists even if obtained 
by questionable means. In France, weeks 
of widespread rioting and burning by 
Muslim youths throughout the country 
in November—though treated delicately 
by French officials—drove thousands 
of people into the ranks of the far-right 
anti-immigration National Front party 
of Jean-Marie Le Pen. Across Europe, 
efforts are increasing to expel radical Is-
lamic clerics who incite extremism and 
condone terrorism.

The simple truth is, Europe is waking 
up to the Islamic threat. 

Observers must watch for growing 
evidence of this development, because the 
narrative of end-time events provided us 
by biblical prophecy explicitly describes a 
dramatic clash between the most violent 
of Islamic forces and the European beast 
they are already beginning to provoke.

By that time, the U.S. and Britain will 
have been crippled so severely by ter-
rorist attacks, domestic infighting and 
economic disaster, they will not even 
be a factor; their ostrich-like tactics will 
have utterly failed. And a united Europe, 

31 percent of british muslims polled after the london 
bombing agreed that “western society is decadent 
and immoral, and muslims should seek to bring it to 
an end, but only by nonviolent means.” 
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Israel’s decision to vacate the 
Gaza Strip last year is taking the 
Jewish State into dangerous territory.

Despite deep apprehensions by 
the Israelis, on Nov. 25, 2005, for the first 
time in their history, the Palestinians 
took control of one of their borders—the 
Rafah crossing straddling Gaza and 
Egypt. Israel’s reluctance to relinquish 
jurisdiction over this crucial land gate 
was a simple matter of self-defense: Even 
when Israel controlled it, Rafah had a 
history of gun-running, arms dealing 
and terrorist smuggling. Thus, just days 
before Israel completed its withdrawal 
from the Gaza Strip, it shut the crossing 
down completely.

But the issue still needed to be resolved. 
After all, the Gazan Palestinians had no 
direct access to the outside world without 

going through Israel. Controlling their 
own border represented an important 
milestone to Palestinian statehood. But 
the Jews, especially their defense forces, 
knew it would be suicidal to abandon Ra-
fah altogether. Already in the time since 
the pullout, the Gaza Strip has visibly fall-
en under the growing influence of Hamas 
and al Qaeda. Israeli President Moshe 
Katsav has stated that because of the evac-
uation, “more sophisticated weapons have 
entered, and terror groups, including 
some al Qaeda cells, have formed” (Asso-
ciated Press, Nov. 15, 2005).

In the end, it appears that what molli-
fied Israel’s concerns was the entrance of 
a third party—one it apparently consid-
ered trustworthy and fair: the European 
Union.

Israeli Prime Minister Ariel Sharon 

borderline 
bargain

the Gaza strip border with egypt must be looked after. 
Israel has been pressured to turn the job over to the eu. 
what might the consequences be? by joel hIllIKer

watching from the sidelines, will have 
taken scrupulous notes and learned 
the lessons. Determined not to make 
the same mistake, it will take precise-
ly the opposite approach! 

Note the Bible’s description of this 
coming crusade: “And at the time of 
the end shall the king of the south [a 
radicalized Middle Eastern, Islamic 
power] push at him: and the king of 
the north [a combine of European 
nations led by Germany] shall come 
against him like a whirlwind, with 
chariots, and with horsemen, and 
with many ships; and he shall enter 
into the countries, and shall overflow 
and pass over [conquer and over-
whelm]. He shall enter also into the 
glorious land [Jerusalem], and many 
countries shall be overthrown 
…” (Daniel 11:40-41).

Europe will not seek to demon-
strate its solidarity with the Muslim 
community. It won’t single out spe-
cific terrorists or set its sights on a 
single dictator within one country. 
It won’t be squeamish about civil-
ian casualties. It won’t strive to win 
hearts and minds. Europe will come 
in a storm of fury! And it certainly 
won’t remove its shoes in the process. 
It will “overflow”—meaning inun-
date, cleanse, drown, conquer. Whole 
countries will be “overthrown”!

This is how the war on radical Is-
lamic terrorism will end. In fact, this 
is the only way this war could end! 
The problem is so entrenched and 
widespread—the enemy is so commit-
ted—that nothing short of a sudden, 
furious and indiscriminate whirlwind 
will get rid of it!

But the prophecy doesn’t end there. 
And while the Trumpet highlights the 
failures of the Anglo-American ap-
proach and acknowledges the certain 
success of Europe’s blitzkrieg into the 
Middle East, by no means do we advo-
cate the latter. In fact, Daniel’s proph-
ecy describes one of the seminal events 
of what will prove to be the worst time 
of torment in human history.

But just as surely as the Bible fore-
tells these events, it shows how they 
mark a definitive countdown of days 
until the sun sets on this anguished age 
of man. At that point, as the world en-
dures a short period of unimaginable 
darkness, we will know that it is about 
to be engulfed in the brilliance of the 
Second Coming of Jesus Christ. ■

with reporting by lIsa Godeaux
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openly hoped that the Europeans would 
hold authority over the border cross-
ing. In the words of EU Business, Sharon 
“wanted the European representatives to 
have ‘real powers’ and not be limited to 
observer status” (Nov. 1, 2005; emphasis 
mine throughout). Israeli Foreign Min-
ister Silvan Shalom concurred: “Our 
objective is for the Europeans to have 
enforcement capabilities in the field, and 
not just a symbolic presence” (EUob-
server, Nov. 2, 2005). 

With this objective in mind, Sharon 
accepted the help of U.S. Secretary of 
State Condoleezza Rice to effect a com-
promise between the parties. Rice de-
layed a trip to Asia, hammering hard for 
an accord. And on November 15—as has 
been the case so many times throughout 
the heretofore utterly failed peace pro-

cess—the moldering plank of compro-
mise was placed across the Israeli-Pales-
tinian political divide. 

That plank involved three players: 
Israel, the Palestinians and Europe. It 
grants control of the Rafah border to the 
Palestinians under European supervi-
sion. Europe is sending 70 monitors to 
the Gaza-Egypt border, led by an Italian 
major-general. 

This compromise marks a watershed 
moment for both Israel and Europe.

The invitation by Israel to monitor 
this strategic border crossing means 
that, after more than 10 years of strug-
gling with America to gain control of the 
peace process, the EU is one step closer to 
realizing its vision for the Middle East. 

a failure in the making 
For Israel, releasing control of this stra-
tegic land gate means deepening the 
wound caused by the Gaza Strip retreat, 
the effects of which could be lethal to its 
nationhood.

Consider the fact that Israel sought 
Europe’s help to guarantee its own secu-
rity. This historic agreement represents 
the most significant role Europe has as-
sumed in the Israeli-Palestinian conflict 
to date, and certainly sets a precedent 
for a shrinking American role and an in-
creasingly muscular European presence 
in the Middle East. Seen in light of Bible 
prophecy, this is an extraordinary devel-
opment, as we will see in a moment.

Consider too the implications of EU 
monitors and police experts being denied 
“real powers” and “enforcement capabili-
ties” despite Sharon’s wishes. Under the 
conditions of the agreement, the Palestin-
ians are to deny entrance to known ter-
rorists. But with no outside troops at the 
border crossing, as the situation stands, 
the best Israel can do is watch border ac-
tivity via closed-circuit television; it has 
no authority to prevent any Palestinian 
from crossing. Though Europeans are 
keeping watch, Palestinians have final 
say on who makes it into Gaza. 

Israel’s security branches, including 
the military, intelligence and police, 
state the obvious in claiming that this 
situation undermines Israel’s security. A 
December 2 report showed that the Pal-
estinians were already allowing known 
terrorists through the Rafah checkpoint 
in violation of the agreement—includ-
ing one of the founders of Hamas, a line 
item on Israel’s most-wanted list. 

The plain truth is that toothless Eu-
ropean observers will not provide the se-

curity guarantee Israel needs. The use-
lessness of the compromise agreement 
will quickly become obvious. Sterner 
steps will be necessary—and quite soon.

Trumpet readers should expect Eu-
rope’s role to grow.

Counterfeit Peacemakers
European designs on the Middle East are 
not secret. For years, Europe and the Vat-
ican have attempted to curb America’s 
influence on Israel and bolster their own 
reputation with the Palestinians through 
cash injections and backroom politick-
ing. Their efforts have taken many forms: 
from the 1993 deal concluded between 
Pope John Paul ii and Shimon Peres that 
offered sovereignty of Jerusalem’s Old 
City to the Vatican and the accord be-
tween the pope and Yasser Arafat that 
regularized relations between the Pales-
tinian Authority and the Roman Catho-
lic Church—to Europe’s buying influence 
through donations and invitations to me-
diate between Israel and the Palestinians 
as distractions pile up on America. 

Yet as the Trumpet pointed out in an 
August 2001 article, Europe and the Vat-
ican are not interested in making peace. 
In fact, they are counterfeit peacemak-
ers. Their goal is to control the Middle 
East. This invitation by Israel plays into 
their hands.

The Bible speaks of a time shortly 
ahead of us when Jerusalem will be sur-
rounded by armies. This event is one of 
the principal signs Jesus Christ gave to 
His disciples that His return was immi-
nent (Luke 21:20, 31). 

Indeed, what Christ foretold was a 
great, blood-curdling betrayal.

Nothing in the biblical account sug-
gests that these European armies enter the 
Holy Land with force. The Trumpet’s edi-
tor in chief has long suggested that they 
enter at the invitation of the Jews, who 
are, by that point, desperate for help.

This conglomerate of nations, led by 
Germany, is going to double-cross the 
tiny nation of Israel and use its formi-
dable military to attack. The attack will 
be a surprise (verses 21-23).

This new accord between Europe, 
Israel and the Palestinians signals that 
we are racing closer to the precipice of a 
prophesied global change—a change des-
tined to profoundly affect all of our lives. 
Prove it for yourself in The Rising Beast 
and The King of the South, and come to 
know what lies in store for you and the 
whole world in just a few short years. ■

with reporting by tIm oostendarP

the Gaza strip border with egypt must be looked after. 
Israel has been pressured to turn the job over to the eu. 
what might the consequences be? by joel hIllIKer
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the edge 
Palestinians celebrate taking 
control of the egyptian border.
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ing of the eastern leg of the iron empire 
prophesied in Daniel 2 to burst onto the 
scene in our time.

The game began in 1991 with Germa-
ny—quickly followed by the Vatican—for-
mally recognizing the Catholic states of 
Slovenia and Croatia as sovereign nations 
outside the Yugoslavian federation of Bal-
kan states. To that point, the Balkan na-
tions had survived 46 years in union since 
World War ii. The first foreign-policy ini-
tiative of the newly united Germany—this 
act of contempt for global public opinion 
and the will of many Balkan peoples—
was a deliberate attempt to initiate a crisis 
upon which Germany and the papal state 
could impose their own well-planned so-
lution. By sparking an illegal war, funded 
by and fought for the EU largely by the 
United States and Britain via nato, all 
that was left for the Vatican and Germany 
to do was to sit back and wait till the dust 
settled—then simply take over.

to the victor 
Go the spoils
the Kosovo debacle is finally coming 
to a close. albania’s gain will be ser-
bia’s loss. but who is the real winner?

by ron fraser

“Game, set and match 
to Germany,” wrote 
the Trumpet six years 
ago. “Germany: the 

peace-broker in Kosovo, the future 
administrator of Kosovo and of the 
whole Balkan Peninsula—the lead 
nation in the Eurocombine shortly to 
rule the European continent and extend 
its powerful reach globally to impact all 
nations” (June 1999).

That’s the way the Trumpet called 
the outcome of the grand Vatican/Ger-
man-inspired strategic game to sew up 
the Balkan Peninsula to enable the ex-
pansion of the empire of the European 
Union eastward from Central Europe. 
This action paved the way for 10 more 
nations from Eastern Europe to join the 
grand Germanic design for a pan-Euro-
pean Union, which occurred half a de-
cade later. It literally enabled the build-

It was a masterful piece of political 
subterfuge which served to demonstrate 
that the old Teutonic masters of the an-
cient, ever-reviving Holy Roman Empire 
learned much from their failure to win 
Europe in two great world wars. Simply 
let others fight the wars—preferably at 
their own expense—and always appear 
reluctant to enter the offensive; then fol-
low along, cap-in-hand, and offer to be 
the peacemaker at the end of the major 
conflict. Fait accompli!

With Bosnia now due to be handed to 
a German nominee high representative, 
one festering sore yet remains within 
this revamped, 21st-century Balkan 
Peninsula—Kosovo.

“Kosovo has been stewing in eco-
nomic destitution and political no-
man’s-land for six years. And now the 
United Nations finally seems ready to 
admit that it will not get any better, and 
so let it move on. … The urge to wash 
hands and simply dispose of the mess 
is palpable” (Stratfor, Oct. 25, 2005). 
Faced with no real progress toward re-
solving the hatred between the Serbian 
minority and the Albanian majority in 
Kosovo, the UN has basically decided to 
walk away from the problem as soon as 
it finds someone willing to take it on.

Enter former Finnish President Mar-
tti Ahtisaari, hand-picked to lead final-
status talks on the future of this former 
territory of Yugoslavia that has existed 
as a de facto UN protectorate since the 
end of the Kosovo war.

Actually, it is a re-entry onto the 
Kosovo stage for Ahtisaari. He was origi-
nally charged with the responsibility of 
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delivering the ultimatum to former Ser-
bian President Slobodan Milosevic dur-
ing the illegal nato war in that region in 
1999. At that time, the Finnish negotiator 
told Milosevic that pulling Serb forces 
out of Kosovo was the only way to pre-
vent nato’s bombing of Yugoslavia. The 
bombing lasted 11 weeks, largely destroy-
ing the region’s infrastructure and open-
ing the way for an incursion by Albanian 
militants into Kosovo, leading to much 
bloodletting of Serbs at Albanian hands.

The UN’s eagerness to wash its hands 
of the Kosovo mess comes after its rank 
failure to resolve the conflict between 
Serbia and Albania over control of the 
region, with Serbia seeking to retain 
political control, the Albanians holding 
out for independence. Unless a strong 
hand emerges to take firm control of 
this situation, the result could be anoth-
er bloodbath when UN forces withdraw 
from Kosovo.

Watch for the future of Kosovo to 
be decided by an independence refer-
endum, with the majority—the Alba-
nians—holding sway. From there, the 
pattern is set, with most of the other 
pieces of Yugoslavia already talking 
about or eyeing EU membership.

 Montenegro (the only other remain-
ing piece of the old Yugoslavia, together 
with Serbia and Kosovo) plans to hold 
an independence referendum early next 
year. This vote is almost certain to pass. 
Once it does, it will set a precedent for 
the only remaining bit of the old Yugo-
slavian federation needing to be sorted 
out—Kosovo. It simply would be foolish 
for the United Nations to deny a similar 
vote to the German-backed Albanians 
in Kosovo. Poll results have consistently 
indicated that such a referendum would 
pass by a ratio of nine to one.

If this vote proceeds, the Kosovo 
Serbs’ fate will be sealed. The German 
plan to subvert the Serbian influence in 
Kosovo will be a done deal. If Germany 
can break the historic Serbian yoke, then 
it will have a piece of land more pliable 
to German-EU designs. 

With the future of that final piece of 
the Balkan Peninsula then firmly wed-
ded to the Albanian bid for EU mem-
bership, the Vatican-German plan to 
sew up the Balkans crossroads will be 
finalized.

As we declared six years ago, “Game, 
set and match to Germany, the future 
administrator of Kosovo and of the 
whole Balkan Peninsula.”

When it happens, remember—you 

In the midst of the Civil War, Lin-
coln said, “We have forgotten 
God!” He had the faith and political 
courage to rebuke his country. 

That is how America was saved! 
Can our college students learn 
from such history? The fate of 
our nations depends on it! Those 
students should be learning from Mr. 
Lincoln’s leadership and his faith! 

We are now in a war against ter-
rorism. Will our president tell us 
that we have forgotten God? We 
have! It will take the faith Abraham 
Lincoln had to win this war. Without 
it, we will lose!

That is how important it is that we 
learn from our history.

mein Kampf
Most people in the 1930s were almost 
totally unaware of Adolf Hitler’s grand 
design. That is because they were ig-
norant of Hitler’s own history. He had 
laid out his master plan in his book, 
Mein Kampf.

Around 50 million people were 
killed in World War ii. How many 
lives could have been saved if we had 
read and heeded Mein Kampf and then 
used our power to stop Hitler before he 
could do so much damage?

The Russians made a pact with 
Hitler at the beginning of World War 
ii. The Russians were delighted, though 
they should not have been. Hitler had 
written in Mein Kampf that he must 
conquer the Soviet Union. They were 
either ignorant of Hitler’s history or 
didn’t believe what he said and wrote.

As most people know, Hitler later 
marched into the Soviet Union.

The world finally believed 
Hitler when Mein Kampf became a 
terrifying reality!

Similarly, Osama bin Laden wrote 
and spoke about how he was going to 
attack and terrorize America. Most of 
our people ignored his declaration of 
war.

Even when he bombed the World 
Trade Center in 1993, we still didn’t 
know about or believe his threats, even 
though that was the first time America 
had ever been attacked by terrorism in-
side its borders.

When the September 11 terrorist at-
tack struck in 2001, we finally believed 
bin Laden’s speeches and writings. But 
only after some of his rantings had 
deeply afflicted us.

The great tragedy is that we have 

learned little, if anything, from the 
twisted history of Hitler and bin Laden.

learning from history
Manfred Weidhorn, in his book 
Sword and Pen, said this about Win-
ston Churchill: “In attempting to as-
sess the ultimate significance of 
events, Churchill grapples with the 
problem of historical perspective. 
Incidents have one meaning at the time 
of their occurrence and another when 
they have become part of history.”

Many people have called Mr. 
Churchill a prophet. Here is the main 
reason: He tried “to assess the ultimate 
significance of events” in a historical 
perspective. All human beings are weak 
in this area, but we must strive to see 
not just the present, but also the past 
and the future.

Mr. Churchill also said that the far-
ther you see into the past, the farther 
you can see into the future.

What we really need is God’s per-
spective. We should avoid human rea-
soning (2 Corinthians 10:5) and instead 
reason with God (Isaiah 1:18).

“Now all these things happened 
unto them for ensamples: and they 
are written for our admonition, upon 
whom the ends of the world are come” 
(1 Corinthians 10:11). God left us exam-
ples in our history. They were record-
ed in the Old and New Testaments to 
educate us. But few people heed God’s 
warnings. We are going to pay the ulti-
mate price if we don’t learn these God-
inspired lessons.

In this end time, 95 percent of 
God’s people have gone astray because 
they failed to follow Herbert W. Arm-
strong’s example as he followed Christ. 
(For more information, request a free 
copy of Malachi’s Message.)

The solution to all this is not in be-
ing a liberal or a conservative. Liberals 
believe in individualism, which often 
means they trust in their own human 
reasoning. Conservatives believe that 
people should learn from history, but 
God is often left out of the picture. 
Neither liberals nor conservatives rely 
on God as they should. Too many of 
their views are anti-God, and that is 
the worst plague of all. Generally they 
learn dangerously little from secular or 
biblical history.

However, the law of history is still 
there. Life will be extremely hard un-
less we learn this immutable law of 
history. ■
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by marK jenKIns

You are a glutton for 
punishment. Newsweek, Time, 
U.S. News & World Report, 
every television network, 

every newspaper from Hong Kong to 
California—they’ve all covered the 
coming bird flu pandemic. It is the y2k 
of y2005, an unimaginable disaster that 
may never arrive. Reporters recycle the 
same speculations over and over about 
something that hasn’t happened yet. A 
lot of readers/viewers are probably sick of 
it. Yet here you are just the same, reading 
your umpteen-kazillionth bird flu article. 

So why read yet another article on this 
subject? Two reasons: 1) Because there is 
so much information out there about bird 
flu, it might be difficult to separate fact 
from fiction. We aim to provide you with 
the most accurate information about 
avian flu and its possible effects. 2) The 
Trumpet is uniquely able to place this 
information in its proper position 
prophetically. But not only is the 
Trumpet privileged to know what 
God says about pandemics in this 
end time, it is also required to 
give a warning about the dangers 
plagues will pose. The first reason 
might not be that compelling to 
some, but the second reason—if 
what we say is true—makes this 
the most important article on bird 
flu you could possibly read.

what bird flu Is—and Is not
Avian flu, also known as bird flu, is 
an influenza virus typically hosted 
only by birds, although other animals 
such as pigs have carried similar infec-
tions as well. In the 1918 Spanish flu pan-
demic, an avian flu killed more than 40 
million human beings. 

Typically, there are two forms of the 
disease, the first of which is called “low 
pathogenic.” It tends to have few symp-
toms and often goes undetected. This 
allows the avian flu to spread easily 
through a flock of birds. Scientists be-
lieve the viruses are introduced into the 
flocks in this less virulent form, which 
then mutates into the more serious, 
highly pathogenic forms of avian flu. 
Nearly every bird in a flock can be killed 
by these forms in less than 48 hours. 

In this latest threat, the strain of bird 
flu in question is called h5n1, and millions 
have died—but, to this point, almost all 
the casualties have been birds. In the his-
tory of avian influenza, there has never 
been a strain as large or as widespread as 

h5n1; an estimated 150 million birds have 
died or been destroyed. Despite that phe-
nomenal number, the virus is certainly 
not under control. Rather, according to 
the World Health Organization (who), 
h5n1 is now considered endemic in many 
parts of Indonesia and Vietnam and in 
some parts of Cambodia, China, Thai-
land, and possibly also the Lao 
People’s Democratic Re-
public (Nov. 3, 2005).

H i s tor ic a l ly, 
these types 
of highly 
p a t h o -

1) A new influenza type emerges. h5n1 
easily meets this criterion. 2) It infects hu-
mans, causing serious illness. The human 
death toll is still less than 100 people—all 
of whom contracted the 
virus by 

  Is Bird flu 
really a threat?

genic vi-
ruses have 
not migrated 
from region to 
region by migratory 
species because the birds 
that contracted it were all dead 
long before they could complete a 
migration. A chief concern in the lat-
est outbreak is that migrating species 
may actually be spreading the bird flu 
around the world; historically, no strain 
of bird flu has ever appeared in so many 
countries at once. 

According to who, three things are 
necessary for a human pandemic to occur: 

direct contact 
with birds—but since over 
50 percent of those who have contracted 
this strain of bird flu have died, h5n1 easi-
ly meets this criterion as well. 3) It spreads 
easily and sustainably among humans. 
This is where h5n1 falls short—for now.
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Humans cannot pass this strain of 
bird flu on to other humans; until that 
happens, there absolutely will not be a 
pandemic. But before you get too com-

fortable, understand that bird flu 
viruses like that in 

the Span-
ish 

pandemic 
have made this ex-

act mutation before, and millions 
of human beings have died as a result. 
The question is, will it make that final 
mutation this time?

Lee Jong-Wook, leader of who, left 
no wiggle room on this issue: “It is only 

a matter of time before an avian-flu vi-
rus—most likely h5n1—acquires the 
ability to be transmitted from human to 
human, sparking the outbreak of human 
pandemic influenza. We don’t know 
when this will happen. But we do know 
that it will happen” (Nov. 7, 2005).

He isn’t alone in that assessment; 
many scientists say there is no question 

that h5n1 will make the jump; the 
question is how soon it will 

happen and how prepared 
we will be. 

World govern-
ments are taking 

the threat se-
riously; U.S. 

President 
George 

promised to destroy all the poultry within 
1 kilometer of the death of a 12-year-old 
girl who had been exposed to h5n1. Many 
families, though, said they couldn’t afford 
to lose their chickens and ducks: “This 
outbreak has ruined our economy,” one 
farmer said. “I don’t want to kill my birds. 
They look very healthy to me” (ibid., Oct. 
28, 2005). The article reported that the 
birds were still roaming free, except for 
those lying dead in the fields.

The reaction to an actual outbreak 
could be similar. At one point Hong 
Kong said it would seal its borders if 
there were an outbreak of h5n1, but 
quickly backpedaled because of the in-
convenience to businesses and families 
if travel were stopped.

how Prepared are we?
A pandemic of bird flu would be an un-
precedented disaster. Economically, the 
World Bank warned that a bird flu pan-
demic could cause global gross domestic 
product to drop by 2 percent—or about 
$800 billion a year.

It is difficult to estimate a reasonable 
death count, but who forecasts have 
consistently remained at 2 million to 7.4 
million deaths worldwide. While calling 
that estimate “reasoned,” a who spokes-
man also warned that “you could pick al-
most any number.” The UN coordinator 
for avian and human influenza picked 
from 5 to 150 million people dead. 

No one says the world is adequately 
prepared for a pandemic. There are two 
general areas of preparation. The first is 
locating outbreaks. There are 110 who 
influenza centers in 83 countries, but 
according to Scientific American, the 
managers of those facilities acknowl-
edge they are “too porous and too slow.” 
Global surveillance has increased, but 
no one has claimed this will stop an 
eventual pandemic. 

The second area of preparation in-
volves stocking up on anti-viral drugs 
and creating vaccines.

Do these drugs even work? Some 
sources say no. Realistically, the ques-
tion isn’t even valid. Tamiflu undoubt-
edly works for something, but in order 
for h5n1 to make the jump required to 
cause a pandemic, it will have to mutate, 
probably by combining with some form 
of human flu. Until that mutation hap-
pens, there is no guaranteed way to test 
any vaccine or serum. who confirms 
that “Because the vaccine needs to close-
ly match the pandemic virus, large-scale 
commercial production will not start 

  Is Bird flu 
really a threat?

Bush proposed spend-
ing $7.1 billion to prevent a 

pandemic. The affected coun-
tries have culled millions of birds 

in hopes of preventing a pandemic. But 
at the same time, “A UN official warned 
that the repeated outbreaks in China 
suggested its surveillance systems had 
failed” (South China Morning Post, Oct. 
27, 2005).

It is a simple matter to tell people to kill 
their birds, but experience shows that it 
may not happen. In Wantang village in the 
Hunan district of Xiangtan, authorities 

the bIrds 
workers at a poultry farm in ogawa, 
japan, prepare to gather some of 
the 82,000 chickens the region has 
destroyed since discovering signs 
of the avian flu in its stocks.
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the 
wizard 
steps 
down
the outgoing fed chairman has earned praise in  
many circles. but he leaves an economy on the brink. 

by robert morley

R
epublican Sen. John McCain 
said that if Alan Greenspan 
were to die, he would “prop 
him up and put a pair of dark 
glasses on him.”

When Mr. Greenspan retires as chair-
man of the Federal Reserve this January, 
President George W. Bush’s replacement 
nominee, Ben Bernanke, will have some 
large shoes to fill, to say the least.

Over his 18-year tenure, Mr. 
Greenspan has had many successes. In 
terms of crisis management, lower infla-
tion and economic stability, he appears 
to deserve high marks.

Mr. Greenspan came to office just 
two months before Black Monday, Oct. 
19, 1987—the day stock markets crashed 
and the Dow Jones lost more than 20 per-
cent of its value. It was the largest crash 
since the Great Depression. On this fate-
ful day, two major events occurred. First, 
Mr. Greenspan defined Federal Reserve 
Bank (Fed) policy in respect to “bubble 
crisis” and, second, he gained the mar-
kets’ confidence by doing so.

On that day, Mr. Greenspan revealed 
his future economic policy of letting 
bubbles pop of their own accord and 
then acting quickly to mop up the mess 

until the new virus has emerged and a 
pandemic has been declared.”

Even if current treatments turned 
out to be perfect responses to the new 
virus, there is not enough to treat ev-
eryone. According to who, “On pres-
ent trends, most developing countries 
will have no access to vaccines and an-
tiviral drugs throughout the duration 
of a pandemic.” 

a warning Goes out
Clearly, there is a tremendous danger 
posed by bird flu—one that could kill 
upwards of 100 million people under 
current levels of preparation. This falls 
in line with the warnings in Revelation 
6 about the pale horse of the apoca-
lypse, who kills, in part, using the 
“beasts of the earth” (verse 8). Matthew 
24:7 adds that there will be 
pestilences in our day. 

Deuteronomy 28 lists the 
following curses to come as 
a result of disobedience to 
God: “But it shall come to 
pass, if thou wilt not hearken 
unto the voice of the Lord 
thy God, to observe to do 
all his commandments and 
his statutes which I com-
mand thee this day; that all 
these curses shall come upon thee, and 
overtake thee …. The Lord shall make 
the pestilence cleave unto thee, until he 
have consumed thee from off the land, 
whither thou goest to possess it. The 
Lord shall smite thee with a consump-
tion [chronic, degenerative diseases 
such as aids], and with a fever, and with 
an inflammation [malaria or commu-
nicative diseases such as influenzas], 
and with an extreme burning … with 
the botch of Egypt [elephantiasis], and 
with the emerods [tumors, cancer, etc.], 
and with the scab, and with the itch 
[aggravated psoriasis and other nutri-
ent-deficiency diseases such as scurvy, 
rickets, etc.], whereof thou canst not be 
healed [incurable or drug-resistant dis-
eases] … with madness [mental illness, 
insanity] and blindness and astonish-
ment of heart [emotional distresses 
such as depression]” (Deuteronomy 
28:15, 21-22, 27-28; request our booklet 
The Four Horsemen of the Apocalypse 
for more details).

We can see the dangers approach-
ing the nations of the world. When this 
pale horse rides, there will be plagues 
and diseases like sars and bird flu. 
While we are not saying h5n1 will be 

the ultimate fulfillment of the pale 
horse of the apocalypse, we can say 
without hesitation and with the full 
backing of the Bible that disease pan-
demics are coming. How serious are 
these end-time curses? “And except 
those days should be shortened, there 
should no flesh be saved: but for the 
elect’s sake those days shall be short-
ened” (Matthew 24:22).

When we look at 40 million deaths 
as a result of the Spanish flu pandemic, 
we should see how helpless mankind 
really is; the world is not prepared for 
an outbreak of h5n1. Men look at anti-
viral drugs, vaccines, and the advances 
of modern medicine as saviors, but the 
reality is that we are so helpless, there 
would be no flesh left on the Earth 
without God’s intervention.

Believe it or not, though, 
this is a message of hope—
the only message of hope any-
one can offer. If we seek God 
“while he may be found,” He 
will protect us from disease, 
from terrorism—from every 
modern threat there is (Isa-
iah 55:6). Today, He is giving 
us a warning that we heed by 
repenting. But do you know 
what repentance is?

In Volume 1 of his autobiography, 
Herbert W. Armstrong wrote: “I was 
never converted until I was brought 
to the place where I realized my own 
nothingness, and God’s all-encom-
passing greatness—until I felt com-
pletely whipped, defeated. When I 
came to consider myself as a worthless 
burned-out ‘hunk of human junk’ not 
even worth throwing on the junk-pile 
of human derelicts, truly remorseful 
for having imagined I was a ‘some-
body’—completely and totally and bit-
terly sorry for the direction I had trav-
eled and the things I had done—really 
and truly repentant ….”

That type of repentance will bring 
God into your life! God tells us in Psalm 
91 that if He is our refuge and our for-
tress, we will not need to fear terrorism 
or pestilence; He can protect us from 
global flu pandemics as well: “A thou-
sand shall fall at thy side, And ten thou-
sand at thy right hand; But 
it shall not come nigh thee” 
(Psalms 91:7).  ■

for more on repentance, 
request our free booklet 
Repentance Toward God.

when the pale 
horse rides, 
there will be 
plagues and 
diseases like 

sars and 
bird flu. 
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the 
wizard 
steps 
down
the outgoing fed chairman has earned praise in  
many circles. but he leaves an economy on the brink. 

r
e

u
t

e
r

s

afterward. In essence, he announced the 
Federal Reserve Bank’s new role as the 
“lender of last resort” to the financial 
system, saying that the Fed stood ready 
to supply as much liquidity (money) as 
needed into the markets to restore con-
fidence and protect the economy and 
banking system. In one fell swoop, he 
put the American taxpayer on the hook 
to combat any market declines.

The markets reacted positively to Mr. 
Greenspan’s action: Stocks soon recov-
ered, the economy picked up and Mr. 
Greenspan had won the confidence of 
Wall Street.

Greenspan has presided over many 
crises. In 1990, America went to war 
in Iraq and U.S. banks started failing 
by the thousands. In 1997-98 came the 
Asian currency meltdown, which had its 
genesis in the 1994 Mexican peso crash, 
followed later by the Russian default and 
Argentinean currency hyperinflation in 
2002. In 1997, Mr. Greenspan organized 
the bailout of the hedge fund Long Term 
Capital Management in order to prevent 
the stability of the entire market from 
being compromised. After this came 
the dot-com crash and the 2001 terror-
ist attacks followed by Enron and several 
other corporate scandals.

Most recently, we have witnessed 
Hurricane Katrina destroy New Or-
leans—America’s chief port complex—
and the ongoing war in Iraq.

To Mr. Greenspan’s credit, through-
out these crises he still engineered two 
of the longest economic expansions in 
American history. 

However, the U.S. economy is not as 
healthy as Greenspan cheerleaders be-
lieve. Mr. Greenspan’s “easy-money pol-
icy” of slashing interest rates and thereby 
making massive credit available for the 
markets every time there is an economic 
slowdown has been a major cause of the 
erosion of America’s financial strength 
(Financial Times, Aug. 26, 2005).

This easy-money policy may help in 
the short term, but as economy colum-
nist Peter Eavis says, it does much more 
harm in the long run by “preventing 
necessary restructuring of the econo-
my, driving down savings, inhibiting 
future spending and endangering the 
long-term health of the banking system” 
(TheStreet.com, Feb. 12, 2004).

Mr. Greenspan’s policies have had 
other side effects as well.

One of the not-so-obvious but enor-
mously negative consequences of Mr. 
Greenspan’s economic policy has been 
the continual erosion of the dollar’s 
value. His guiding principle of managed 
low inflation, not zero inflation, is one 
factor that has led to the colossal loss 
in purchasing power of the dollar. Ac-
cording to Barron’s, “the damage to the 
dollar’s purchasing power … came not 
in the onslaught of historically high in-
flation during the 1970s, but in the con-
tinuous drip-drip of compounding some 
inflation every year” (Oct. 24, 2005).

Exacerbating the weak-dollar prob-
lem is the massive 334 percent increase 
in the supply of money that has occurred 
over Mr. Greenspan’s 18 years. As the 
supply of dollars has grown beyond de-
mand, its value has fallen.

There are three other major problems 
with the economy that Ben Bernanke 
will have to confront.

First, federal government debt has 
been skyrocketing. Last October it 
reached a record $8 trillion, more than 
triple the $2.3 trillion the U.S. owed in 
August 1987. Just since June 2002, the 
national debt has increased by a third.

Frighteningly, the percentage of U.S. 
Treasury securities now owned by for-
eigners has also increased from 17 to 50 
percent since 1987.

Second, Americans no longer save 

money. When Mr. Greenspan took of-
fice, the personal savings rate was a 
comparatively healthy 7.5 percent. From 
June to September, the personal savings 
rate was actually negative.

For four months, Americans spent 
more than they earned by borrowing on 
credit cards or home equity, selling in-
vestments (stocks, bonds and other as-
sets), or by using savings from previous 
months. A lack of savings does not bode 
well for future economic growth, since 
savings fuels investment and a nation’s 
subsequent growth.

Third, the easy-money policy has 
helped create multiple bubbles and an 
economy more and more dependent on 
rising asset values to fund spending. In 
the late 1990s, people counted on the 
technology-stock mania to fund their 
retirement. Today it is the refinancing 
and home-equity-line-of-credit boom 
that is inflating the bubble.

Right now the markets believe the 
economy is as healthy as Mr. Greenspan 
says it is. Greenspan has the markets’ 
confidence. But the question is, will Ber-
nanke be as successful?

Ben Bernanke is likely to follow in 
Mr. Greenspan’s footsteps, maybe car-
rying Greenspan policy even further. 
He too recently denied the existence of 
a housing bubble, and is also in favor of 
unconventional methods of monetary 
manipulation.

Individually, each of the above-men-
tioned problems may be manageable. 
Taken together, they pose a lethal threat 
to the health of the nation.

As Peter Schiff of Euro Pacific Capital 
says, “Never has a changing of the mon-
etary guard taken place with the U.S. 
economy in so precarious a position” 
(Oct. 27, 2005). 

Bible prophecy shows that natural 
disasters, terrorist attacks and violence 
in the cities will further weaken the U.S. 
As they do, asset values will collapse and 
the mountains of debt they support will 
bury the nation.

The Federal Reserve policies imple-
mented in the last two decades have 
only hastened the economic Armaged-
don facing an unrepentant nation. ■

thetrumpet.com
for the latest economic news, visit 
theTrumpet.com/economy
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w o r l d w a t C h
a Su rv ey of Gl oba l Ev en ts a n d C on dit ions to K eep a n Ey e on  

vatican seeks Pieces of jerusalem

On November 9, vir-
tually simultaneous 

suicide attacks on three 
prominent American-owned 
chain hotels killed more than 
67 people and left more than 
300 wounded. The Amman 
attacks mark the first time 
Iraq’s al Qaeda terrorist 
leader Abu Musab Zarqawi 
has pulled off a major attack 
in Jordan.

The attacks provide so-
bering insight into the status 
of terrorist operations in the 
Middle East. Evidence sug-
gests that Islamic jihadists 
are seeking to expand their 
sphere of operations beyond 
the borders of Iraq. If this 
trend persists, deadly attacks 
by Islamic extremists will 
likely increase across the en-
tire region.

That the attack occurred 
within four months of the 
July 22 bombings in Sharm 
el-Sheikh, Egypt, strength-
ens the argument that it 
represents an expansion of 
extremist ambitions.

As al Qaeda looks to ex-
pand its operations through-
out the Middle East, the 
terrorist group has some spe-
cific targets in its sights.

Topping al Qaeda’s list 
will be Middle Eastern na-
tions with pro-American 
and pro-West policies. Many 
analysts agree that Jordan’s 
positive relationship with 
Washington was a primary 
reason it was targeted.

“Amman’s hotel bombings 

al qaeda ops Go beyond Iraq

proved again that extremists 
like Abu Musab al Zarqawi 
remain determined to ex-
pand their deadly threat be-
yond U.S. troops—to Arabs 
who oppose their world 
views” (Associated Press, 
Nov. 10, 2005).

Islamic terrorists want 
more than just the removal 
of American influence from 
the Middle East; they want 
to re-align the foreign poli-
cies of every pro-American 
government in the region. 
They seek the establishment 
of radical Islamic govern-
ments throughout the region 
and are willing to use violent 
means to fulfill their goals.

If al Qaeda succeeds 
in expanding operations 
beyond Iraq, it will push 
America’s war on terrorism 
beyond its limit. 

In October last year, the 
United States released a letter 
in which Ayman al-Zawahri, 
al Qaeda’s number-two 
leader, discussed the expan-
sion of the war in Iraq with 
Zarqawi, the leader of al 
Qaeda’s operations in Iraq.

m I d d l e  e a s t

Last november, Israeli 
President Moshe Katsav 

met with Pope Benedict xvi 
in what was the first official 
visit by an Israeli head of 
state to the Vatican.

Prior to this meeting, 
Christian publications 
around the world—in-
cluding the official 
Vatican newspaper El 
Messagero—had reported 
that an agreement was to 
be signed that would trans-
fer sovereignty of parts of 
Jerusalem’s Mount Zion to 
the Vatican. Specifically, as 
IsraelNationalNews.com 
reported in October, the 
proposed contract would 
give the Catholic Church 
control over what it claims 
is the location of the Last 
Supper (a room actually 

In the letter, al-Zawahri 
recommended expanding the 
war in Iraq into neighbor-
ing Muslim countries. Al-
Zawahri wrote, “It has always 
been my belief that the victory 
of Islam will never take place 
until a Muslim state is estab-
lished ... in the heart of the 
Islamic world.” November’s 
bombings in Amman are only 
a sign of things to come.

In spite of the successes 
the U.S. has scored against 
terrorists around the world, 
these groups remain com-
mitted. America’s decline 
and the terrorists’ sustained 
willpower, fervency and 
desire have become defining 
qualities in the war against 
terrorism.

Bible prophecy proves 
that terrorism will continue 
to strike fear in the West, 
particularly Britain and 
America. In the book of 
Leviticus, God says to us, “I 
will even appoint over you 
terror” as a result of our sin. 
Only God can save America 
and its allies from the terror 
of the extremists’ bombs! 
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built by the Crusaders in 
the 14th century)—one of 
Catholicism’s most sacred 
sites. Currently, a Jewish reli-
gious school is located there, 
which Jews believe sits atop 
King David’s tomb.

For seven years, the 
Catholic Church has been 

outraGe  officials inspect amman’s radisson hotel, where a  
wedding had been struck by suicide blasts nov. 10, 2005.

trying to acquire various sites 
and buildings in Israel that it 
claims it used to control.

“Final details on a long-de-
layed accord on the status of 
Roman Catholic properties in 
the Holy Land are expected 
to be agreed during the visit, 
marking a new era of recon-
ciliation between Christians 
and Jews,” reported the Times 
of London (Oct. 14, 2005). 
Israel’s Foreign Ministry con-
firmed that it had received 
a blueprint of the proposed 
agreement from the Vatican.

The agreement was not 
concluded, however, during 
the November visit—possibly 
due to pressure from Jewish 
groups to hold on to the ter-
ritory. Also, Katsav denied 
Israel is prepared to relin-
quish David’s Tomb. 

at the vatICan Israel’s presi-
dent presents pope with gifts.
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Unperturbed by the 
world’s fiery reaction to 

his anti-Semitic comments 
in late October last year, 
Iranian President Mahmoud 
Ahmadinejad didn’t refrain 
from continuing with his 
controversial hard-line poli-
tics. November 2, the Iranian 
government announced it 
was sacking 40 ambassadors 
and senior diplomats whom 
it deemed too liberal and pro-
Western in ideology.

Those fired include the 
representatives to London, 
Paris, Berlin and the United 
Nations—the four individu-
als who played key roles in 
Tehran’s arduous nuclear ne-
gotiations with the EU-3 this 
past summer.

Purging such diplomats 
and politicians in the midst 
of the controversial geopolit-
ical climate speaks volumes 
about the future of Iranian 
foreign policy. It would seem 
now is the time Iran needs its 
most experienced ambassa-
dors to assuage international 

the Middle East, Gulf and 
Central Asia. The com-
mander said Iran would also 
seek to control events across 
the border in neighboring 
Afghanistan and Iraq.

“‘Iran is in the center of 
three strategic and sensi-
tive regions—the Middle 
East, Central Asia and the 
Caucasus,’ Maj. Gen. Yahya 
Rahim-Safavi, commander 
of the Islamic Revolutionary 
Guard Corps, said. ‘The 
Islamic republic, for this rea-
son, can play a decisive role in 
regional, political, economic, 
cultural and security ar-
rangements’” (Nov. 1, 2005).

Complete domination 
of the oil-rich, strategically 
situated Middle East is the 
goal. Not since the heady 
days of Ayatollah Ruhollah 
Khomeini has Iran’s foreign 
policy been so bold. A few 
years ago Iran barely made 
international news; nowa-
days, the nation publicly de-
clares its aim to control the 
entire Middle East, Central 
Asia and the Caucasus.

It’s not difficult to see the 
problems Iran could create 
for America in the Middle 
East. But consider the prob-
lems an Iran-dominated 
Middle East could cause 
Europe.

Iranian missiles can al-
ready reach the Continent. 
An even more dominant Iran 
would control a large por-
tion of Europe’s oil supply. 
It would have open access to 

the Mediterranean, the soft-
underbelly of Europe. More 
importantly, an Iran-led 
Middle East would surround 
Jerusalem, the city dear to 
the hearts of many Catholic 
Europeans.

As Iran rallies the Middle 
East, and steadily moves 
away from rapproche-
ment with the West, expect 
Europe to grow increasingly 
concerned with the direction 
this leader among Muslim 
nations is taking. It could 
even spur European nations 
to accelerate the process of 
unification.

President Ahmadinejad 
is filling his government 
with men of like mind. Iran 
will grow bolder in the face 
of Western nations. Watch 
to see how this prompts 
changes worldwide—in 
Europe’s Middle East policy; 
in America’s waning influ-
ence in the region; even in 
Asia’s efforts to pull together 
and present a united front to 
the rest of the world.

President Purges moderates
I r a n

concerns over its foreign 
policy. Instead, Tehran 
showed the world that it 
places little importance 
on mollifying interna-
tional concern.

Tehran is rigidly un-
concerned about the radi-
cal and highly controver-
sial image it projects to the 
world, and is remaining 
dedicated to its hard-line, 
anti-Western, anti-Semitic 
foreign policy. President 
Ahmadinejad has a definite 
plan for Iran—and the Middle 
East—and his recent actions 
have everything to do with 
bringing that plan to fruition.

According to Middle 
East Newsline, Iran is say-
ing it plans to intervene in 
the affairs of neighboring 
Middle East nations, includ-
ing Afghanistan and Iraq. 
“In the first such high-level 
assertion, a leading Islamic 
military commander has 
placed the United States on 
notice that Iran reserves 
the right to intervene in 

mahmoud ahmadInejad
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It appears Israel is drag-
ging its feet on this issue. 
The Vatican, no doubt get-
ting antsy after years of 
negotiations, may have been 
attempting to pressure Israel 
by publicizing the possibility 
of this agreement.

We have not heard the 
last of this issue, how-
ever. The Catholic Church 
has an intense interest in 
Jerusalem—viewing it as 
its universal headquarters. 
The Vatican has even stated 
that Jerusalem should be an 
“international city”—which 
would open the way for papal 
control over much more than 
just parts of Mount Zion. 
One thing is certain: The 
Vatican isn’t about to give up 
its designs on Jerusalem.

Today’s tactics—negotia-

tion and diplomacy—con-
trast with those of centuries 
past, when the Roman 
Catholic Church sought 
to obtain real estate in 
Jerusalem by means of the 
Crusades. Jerusalem was 
of such importance to the 
Catholics that they repeat-
edly fought Muslims and 
Jews to gain possession of it.

But current methods will 
get the Vatican only so far.

Using biblical proph-
ecy as his guide, Gerald 
Flurry stated in his booklet 
Jerusalem in Prophecy, “The 
Vatican and Germany … 
have conquered Jerusalem 
several times before. And 
they are destined to do so 
one last time!” Read this 
booklet yourself for biblical 
proof of this assertion.

I R A N

Space Program Launched  
Associated Press, Nov. 16, 2005

“Iran said the satel-
lite would be purely scien-
tific. But a month after its 
launch—and only weeks 
after the president said 
Israel should be wiped 
off the map—the head of 
Tehran’s space program 
now says the Sina-1 is 
capable of spying on the 
Jewish state. The launch 
of the Russian-made sat-
ellite into orbit aboard a 
Russian rocket last month 
marked the beginning of 
Iran’s space program. … 
The program represents 
Tehran’s drive to prove 
it can produce advanced 
technology on its own. … 
[The launch] was a major 
step in the country’s long-
term ambitions.”

I N  b R I e f
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w o r l d w a t C h

On Nov. 22, 2005, 
the ruling Japanese 

Liberal Democratic Party 
unveiled a draft revision of 
the Japanese Constitution 
that includes changes to 
the war-renouncing Article 
9. A month earlier, Tokyo 
welcomed Washington’s 
decision to station a nucle-
ar-powered aircraft carrier 
in Japanese waters.

These moves highlight 
Japan’s current makeover 
from a pacifist nation into a 
proactive global leader.

The draft revision of 
Article 9 is simply a step 
toward formal recognition 
of what Tokyo has already 
done. Article 9 prohibits 
Japan from maintaining a 
military and pursuing war. 
However, Japan has already 
revised the article in all but 
name: It deployed Japanese 
police and Ground Self 
Defense Force troops to Iraq 
and to military operations in 
the Middle East and South 
Asia; it has taken a strong 
role in the joint development 
of missile defense systems; it 

japan’s Constitution makeover

russia, China lead Key alliance
a s I a

Conceived in 2001, the 
Shanghai Cooperation 

Organization (sco) was cre-
ated to promote partnership 
among former Soviet nations. 
Since meeting that goal, the 
sco has quickly evolved into 
a larger, more influential 
bloc spearheaded by Russia 
and China. Some believe the 
growing confederacy could 
potentially rival nato in its 
military capabilities.

Last October, sco mem-
ber nations (Russia, China, 
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, 
Uzbekistan and Tajikistan) 
met to mull over developing 
security and military ties, and 
to induct India, Pakistan and 
Iran into the organization.

Underlying the unifica-
tion of these nations is a 
dangerous motive that should 
concern the United States. 
“The sco’s swift rise has been 
fueled by deteriorating secu-
rity conditions in ex-Soviet 
Central Asia, as well as a hun-
ger in Moscow and Beijing for 
a vehicle that could counter 
U.S. influence in the region” 
(Christian Science Monitor, 
Oct. 26, 2005). 

Watch for the sco to 
grow more influential. With 
Russia and China at the 
helm, it is entirely conceiv-
able that this organization 
could burgeon into a pan-

Asian coalition. “China’s 
ambitions are growing fast, 
and it also wants to turn the 

sco into something bigger 
and more effective” (ibid.). 

Consider the resources at 
the disposal of such a mili-
tary confederacy: It would 
have access to Russia’s mili-
tary hardware and nuclear 
program as well as China’s 
massive army and growing 
technological capabilities—
and it could freely inhabit the 
strategically situated land of 
Central Asia. Central Asian 
nations sit on the doorstep 
of both the Middle East and 
Europe. Include the possibil-
ity of India, Pakistan and 
Iran joining the club, and this 
military’s potential strategic 
capabilities grow even greater.

Ariel Cohen, senior re-
searcher at the Heritage 
Foundation in Washington, 
is concerned with where 

is the second-largest defense 
spender in the world.

Clearly Japan is eager for 
a more dominant role on the 
world scene—the draft revi-
sion just makes it official. 
Whereas the Constitution 
currently states, “The 
Japanese people for ever 
renounce war as a sover-
eign right of the nation and 
the threat or use of force as 
means of settling interna-
tional disputes. Land, sea, 
and air forces, as well as other 
war potential, will never be 
maintained”—the new draft 
says, “In order to secure peace 
and the independence of our 
country as well as the security 

of the state and the people, 
military forces for self-de-
fence shall be maintained. In 
addition, the defence forces 
can take part in efforts to 
maintain international peace 
and security under interna-
tional cooperation.”

Removing the restric-
tions of Article 9 in its 
Constitution will enable 
Japan to use its military pow-
er, as well as its economic and 
political sway, to exert influ-
ence and protect its interests. 
An official, uninhibited 
military will also strengthen 
Japan’s bid for a permanent 
Security Council seat at the 
UN. After all, a strong, ca-

ready  japan’s military is about to get a constitutional nod.
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nato of the east  the shanghai Cooperation organization 
meets in moscow, oct. 26, 2005. It could potentially rival nato.
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Russia and China are tak-
ing the sco. “Four years ago, 
when the sco was formed, 
officials in Washington 
pooh-poohed it and declared 
it was no cause for concern. 
… Now they’re proven 
wrong.” In four years, the 
sco has become a central 
component in Asian politics.

Continue to watch for al-
liances to form with the mo-
tive to marginalize America’s 
global influence. Anti-
American sentiment per-
vades international politics 
as never before. As the anti-
America wave rolls across 
the globe, the U.S. is finding 
itself dangerously short of al-
lies while simultaneously get-
ting embroiled in an increas-
ing number of controversies 
and wars. The U.S. military 
will not be able to stand such 
pressure much longer.

26 the PhIladelPhIa trumPet JANUARY 2006



v e n e Z u e l a

from Insult 
to Injury

Some of that money may 
not be in Europe long, but 
one thing is certain: It will 
not be returning to the U.S. 
At some point, Washington 
might not be able to rely on 
1.5 million barrels a day of 
Venezuelan oil either.

A Republican senator from 
Florida, Mel Martinez, has 
warned that if the U.S. doesn’t 
take a more comprehensive, 
active approach in the region, 
Latin America risks sliding 
into a “populist Chavismo, 
anti-American sentiment” 
(Miami Herald, Oct. 1, 2005).

President Chavez has also, 
according to the Washington 
Post, “bashed the United 
States on the al Jazeera tele-
vision network and traveled 
to Libya to receive an award 
from Moammar Gaddafi” 
(March 15, 2005). He has 
openly supported Iran’s 
nuclear program, saying, 
“Faced with the threat of the 
U.S. government against our 
brother people in Iran, count 
on us for all our support” 
(ibid.). He has made a point 
of putting his friendship 
with Cuban President Fidel 
Castro in the public eye. In 
other words, if a country is 
an enemy of America, it is a 
friend of Hugo Chavez.

Now, when Chavez deliv-
ers his fiercest blow to date 
by selling off Venezuela’s U.S. 
Treasury bonds, he turns to 
Europe. To long-time readers 
of the Trumpet, this should 
come as no surprise, as we 
have been warning that Latin 
American resources would 

Venezuelan President 
Hugo Chavez seeks to 

exploit what little power 
he has in order to hurt the 
American government. He is 
infamous for his name-call-
ing and insults; lately, how-
ever, his moves have really 
started to sting.

At September’s end, 
Chavez announced that 
Venezuela had moved its 
central bank foreign reserves 
out of the United States—this 
just as America began to re-
cover from the double-fisted 
attack of Katrina and Rita. 
All in all, he sold $20 billion 
of U.S. Treasury bonds and 
moved it to Europe.

pable military is a prerequi-
site for a nation to become a 
global power. With the sec-
ond-biggest navy and sec-
ond-largest economy in the 
world, Japan is on its way.

This shift toward bel-
ligerency is meeting 
with America’s approval. 
Desperate for allies, a mili-
tarily-stretched America is 
encouraging Japan in hopes 
of lightening its own secu-
rity burden. 

But Bible prophecy 
shows that Japan’s interests 
will not lie with America’s 
for much longer. When 
Japan acquires a greater 
ability to seek and protect 
its own interests free of the 
U.S.’s influence, it will shift 
its alliances toward Asia. 
Soon, a U.S. nuclear aircraft 
carrier will no longer be 
welcomed in Japan’s waters.

Continue to watch for 
Japan to complete its make-
over into a major global 
player. For more, read the 
Trumpet’s February 2003 
article “Japan’s Place in the 
Future.”

ultimately go to Europe—not 
the U.S.—for 10 years.

Decades earlier, in May 
1962, Herbert Armstrong’s 
Plain Truth magazine de-
clared, “[T]he United States is 
going to be left out in the cold 
as two gigantic trade blocs, 
Europe and Latin America, 
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mesh together and begin 
calling the shots in world 
commerce.” We are seeing 
that prediction realized today, 
and Hugo Chavez is a major 
driving force behind it. Bible 
prophecy warns us that Latin 
America will not be an ally of 
the U.S. for long.

The European Union’s draft constitution requires 
ratification by all 25 member states to go into effect. 

Last spring, France and the Netherlands rejected the docu-
ment. However, the European Commission—the bloc’s leg-
islative body—said that, instead of the constitution being 
dead, it was time for a “period of reflection.” In fact, the EU 
appears to be forging ahead almost as if nothing happened.

To take one somewhat disconcerting example, the 
Commission is ensuring that the constitution is taught to 
Europe’s schoolchildren as though it were in full force.

A textbook, distributed to over 120,000 primary school 
children across the Continent, takes two children through 
the complexities of the EU, led by a character named Good 
Father Houpette. “‘You will be astonished by what I will 
tell you,’ Father Houpette tells them. ‘You will see that 
the EU is a necessity.’ … When they arrive at the chapter 
on the constitution, the children are pictured reading the 
rules and regulations of an indoor sports hall. ‘Not long 
ago the European Union was given regulations such as 
these,’ Father Houpette says. ‘With this new constitution 
everything will go like 
clockwork, just like in your 
club.’ There is no mention 
of the fact that the con-
stitution was rejected by 
French and Dutch voters” 
(Telegraph, Nov. 20, 2005; 
emphasis ours).

Britain’s Tories de-
nounced the textbooks. 
Shadow Foreign Secretary 
Liam Fox said, “It is quite clear that the commission are 
determined to ram through the constitution, despite any 
democratic objections. And to do so they are using pro-
paganda that would have been more at home in the brain-
washing era of the Soviet-dominated Eastern Bloc. To top 
it all they are using our taxes to pay for it.”

Like Soviet brainwashing propaganda, indeed. Or, 
we could add, like the propaganda of Hitler’s National 
Socialist Party through his spin doctor Goebbels or his 
youth indoctrination program.

What kind of government would put something up for a 
vote only to ignore its rejection by the citizens—even to the 
point of teaching it to its school children as though it were 
in effect? Not a democracy. On a continent with fascist- 
imperialist tendencies, we must not ignore these trends.

e u r o P e

Indoctrinating their youth

hItler youth
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“I can’t understand the 
Bible,” gripe many people—
even the religious. Someone 
close to me exclaimed, “I’ve 

read the Bible from cover to cover and 
it didn’t make any sense!” Why don’t 
people understand the Bible? Just a few 
may complain about confusion over 
textbooks on math, biology, physics or 
chemistry. So, why is the Bible such a 
mystery for the majority of people? 

Now, the Bible is not a mystery to ev-
eryone. A few have a full understanding 
of it. Do you grasp what is in your 
Bible? If you don’t, here’s how to 
understand it.

the unique book
There is no other book like the Bi-
ble. It contains pre-history, histo-
ry, prophecy, spiritual knowledge, 
wisdom and truth. Within its pag-
es is the most needed, key knowl-
edge about the origins of all life. It 
is the basis of all true knowledge. 
No other book in the history of man 
reveals what the Bible reveals. It 
gives details about us—what we are 
and God’s intended purpose for all 
mankind.

Think about it. Would a Creator—
obviously holding such incredible intel-
ligence, wisdom and love to think out, 
plan and bring about such an awesome 
universe and wonderful life on Earth—
neglect to inform man why he exists? 
Herbert Armstrong described the Bible 
as our Maker’s “instruction manual.” He 
explained further: “Mankind is compa-
rable to the one who purchased a tech-
nically designed instrument, but was 
unable to operate it because he ignored 
the manufacturer’s operation manual. 
The human mind and body is the most 
perfectly designed mechanism ever pro-
duced from earthly material substance. 
Our Maker sent along with His product 
His operation manual. But this world’s 

bestseller has been the most ignored, 
distorted, falsely interpreted and least 
understood of all books” (Why Human-
ity Cannot Solve Its Evils).

Know this. The Bible contains God’s 
divine revelation that mankind is not ca-
pable of discovering. Mankind is limited 
to acquiring material knowledge that 
comes by the five senses. Yet for man to 
live happily and peacefully with God and 
other humans, he needs spiritual knowl-
edge. Only the Bible can provide 

this type of education. The Bible does not 
contain all knowledge. It is simply the 
starting point. 

As a society, we have become science-
minded. Supposedly, we have outgrown 
our need for religion. Yet science does 
not have the tools to inform us about 
vital spiritual matters. Science cannot 
tell us if man is a soul or has an im-
mortal soul. Science cannot determine 
whether there is an afterlife. No scien-
tist has instructed us on the purpose for 
being alive or how to live happily. Sci-
ence has not shown the nations the way 
to universal peace and prosperity. Truly, 
scientists and others—world leaders, 
statesmen and the clergy—have failed to 
answer our most important questions.

Good news
The great God has revealed the answers 
to the most pressing human questions. 
He has not hidden the very important 
answers from human minds. They are 
open to us in the Holy Bible. Yet men 
have, for the most part, tossed them 
into the trash. At this time, the number-
one—bleak—question staring mankind 
eyeball to eyeball is: Will we survive? 
Daily news reports warn about a po-

tential avian flu or other pandemic and 
inevitable nuclear terrorist attacks on 
world cities. Newscasters give us pessi-
mistic facts with no hope for a positive 
outcome. However, the Bible gives us the 
thrilling advance good news. 

Although we are not capable of sav-
ing ourselves, mankind will be stopped 
short of wiping itself off the planet. 
Thankfully, there is a totally new and 
better world coming. This great news 
was prophesied in the Bible thousands 
of years ago. Why doesn’t the world 
know about this incredible news?

Here is astounding truth. The main 
flow of human history was written down 
in the Bible—before it occurred. What 
happened to ancient Babylon, Egypt, 
Greece, Persia, Rome, modern America, 
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Britain, China, Germany and Russia 
was recorded 2,000 or more years ago. 
What is sure to happen to modern pow-
erful nations in the next several decades 
was also written down in the Bible. It is 
God’s desire to make these facts plain to 
any willing to see. Unfortunately, lead-
ers in government, education and reli-
gion reject what God says is coming.

This is what is certain to occur. Man’s 
corrupt rule over other men is at an end. 
The Prophet Daniel saw this in an as-
tonishing vision. He wrote: “I saw in the 
night visions … one like the Son of man 
… there was given him dominion, and 
glory, and a kingdom, that all people, na-
tions, and languages, should serve him 
… and the greatness of the kingdom 
under the whole heaven, shall be given 
to the people of the saints of the most 
High, whose kingdom is an everlasting 
kingdom, and all dominions shall serve 
and obey him” (Daniel 7:13-14, 27). Jesus 
Christ is going to return to Earth and 
stop all the insanity closing in on us. He 
will rule the whole Earth with the power 
and authority to bring all men, women 
and children unparalleled peace, pros-
perity and happiness. Unbelievably, this 
truth is not mentioned in the vast ma-
jority of Christian churches. Why aren’t 
people told such important news? 

Christianity disagrees as to what the 
Bible actually says on critical doctrines. 
The Christian world is thoroughly con-
fused about Christ’s return. We are a 
society plagued with Bible illiteracy. 

why so few understand
It is truly amazing that Bible ignorance 
is the hallmark of our time. The Bible 
remains a bestseller, but few actually 
read it. 

Here is why only a small number of 
people understand it. Paul instructed 
Timothy:  “All scripture is given by in-
spiration of God, and is profitable for 
doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for 
instruction in righteousness: That the 
man of God may be perfect, thoroughly 
furnished unto all good works” (2 Timo-
thy 3:16-17). Paul taught that God inspired 
every verse of Scripture. In verse 16, the 
Greek word for inspiration is theopneus-
tos and literally means God-breathed. 
Paul knew that God took an active, per-
sonal part in the writing of the Bible. 

Now, most people—even Bible 
scholars—dissect the Bible by picking 
out only a few verses, or small parts of 
verses, to support their own ideas. The 

entire Bible is profitable for doctrine, for 
reproof, for correction, for instruction in 
righteousness. Who teaches this vital 
truth today? What group of people be-
lieves and applies it in daily action?

God provided the Bible for the pur-
pose of reproving and correcting man-
kind. That is the very crux of the issue 
related to Bible understanding. What 
human being readily admits error? 
Who honestly seeks out correction? 
Most resent having to admit wrong. We 
naturally seek praise and flattery. As a 
society, we hate to accept blame for even 
the smallest wrong. It is nearly always 
someone else’s fault. That is precisely 
why it is so difficult for the majority of 
people—including major Christian de-
nominations—to understand the Bible 
and agree on what it says. 

The Bible is like a spiritual mirror. 
The Apostle James wrote: “For if any be 
a hearer of the word, and not a doer, he is 
like unto a man beholding his natural face 
in a glass: For he beholdeth himself, and 
goeth his way, and straightway forgetteth 
what manner of man he was” (James 
1:23-24). The Bible gives us a real picture 
of ourselves. It shows us the flaws in our 
spiritual character. It exposes the error in 
our thinking and actions. It destroys our 
self-righteous fantasies. It shows us how 
God truly sees us. Of course, this can be 
painfully uncomfortable.   

The Bible is God’s spiritual power 
in action. It speaks to the individual 
directly. “For the word of God is quick, 
and powerful, and sharper than any 
twoedged sword, piercing even to the di-
viding asunder of soul and spirit, and of 
the joints and marrow, and is a discerner 
of the thoughts and intents of the heart” 
(Hebrews 4:12). Essentially, the Bible un-
covers the truth about our inner selves.

misused by men
For centuries now, men—not wanting 
correction—have read different mean-
ings into the Scriptures. Many have tak-
en great liberties by ignoring scriptures 
that give a clear rebuke. Others have 
worked tirelessly to inject meanings 
into verses to support their own false 
doctrines. The Bible has been merci-
lessly subjected to private interpretation 
(2 Peter 1:20). So the Bible has become 
mangled, deformed, garbled and even 
altered. There are literally hundreds of 
different interpretations for different 
verses. It is no wonder that people can-
not see the plain truth so simply pre-

sented within its pages. 
Bible scholars are the guiltiest con-

cerning the assault on the Bible. Here is 
what we mean. Not willing to take cor-
rection, scholars have developed theo-
ries that the pure words of the apostles 
have been lost over the passing genera-
tions. So scholars—actually Bible crit-
ics—have labored to uncover the “true” 
texts. How? Through the process that is 
known as textual criticism. 

Here is how textual criticism works: 
“The task of textual criticism … is to 
try to extract the actual words written 
by the apostles and the evangelists from 
the great mass of divergent manuscripts 
in which their works have been pre-
served” (Frederic Kenyon, Handbook 
to the Textual Criticism of the New Tes-
tament). An honest look at this quote 
reveals how arrogant and preposter-
ous it is. Isn’t it a clear-cut denial of 2 
Timothy 3:16? Look at it this way. Men 
are hunting for the true text of the Bible 
by rummaging through bits and scraps 
of parchment and animal skins buried 
centuries ago. Then they are using their 
own human reason to determine if it is 
Scripture or not. No matter how high-
sounding textual criticism may be, it is 
a vain and totally useless effort. It is an 
impossible task for men! Even Frederic 
Kenyon recognized the problems with 
textual criticism. He also wrote: “It is 
a task at once hopeful and hopeless. 
Hopeful because in so great a crowd of 
manuscripts … the truth must, it would 
seem, somewhere be on record; hopeless, 
because the discernment of it requires a 
superhuman degree of knowledge and 
judgment and because means do not 
exist for demonstrating it conclusively” 
(ibid.). If the scholars would only listen 
to themselves, they would turn to occu-
pations that are more productive. Why 
can’t men simply accept that God has 
already given us the true text? 

sign of our time
There is nothing new here. Peter, when 
working to canonize the New Testa-
ment, wrote this about Paul’s letters: 
“As also in all his epistles, speaking 
in them of these things; in which are 
some things hard to be understood, 
which they that are unlearned and un-
stable wrest, as they do also the other 
scriptures, unto their own destruction”  
(2 Peter 3:16). There have always been 
intelligent men who are unstable spir-
itually and unlearned in true Bible 

29the PhIladelPhIa trumPet JANUARY 2006

Understanding the Bible



No one can come to 
understand the Bible 
through human intellect 
or by human reason alone.
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edges its sins against the Almighty God 
and changes does not have to suffer ca-
lamity. A real Bible student knows the 
truth of that statement. When the city of 
Nineveh repented at the preaching of Jo-
nah, God did not punish it (Jonah 3:10).

how to understand
No one can come to understand the Bible 
through human intellect or by human 
reason alone. We need help—spiritual 
help. Paul taught: “But the natural man 
receiveth not the things of the Spirit of 
God: for they are foolishness unto him: 
neither can he know them, because they 
are spiritually discerned” (1 Corinthians 
2:14). The Bible is spiritual knowledge 

and must be understood spiritually. The 
natural, unconverted mind is not capa-
ble of understanding the Bible. The very 
important truths of your Bible must be 
revealed to you by God. He opens up the 
human mind to understand His incred-
ible revelation through His Holy Spirit. 
Jesus Christ stated: “Howbeit when 
[it], the Spirit of truth, is come, [it] will 
guide you into all truth: for [it] shall not 
speak of [it]self; but whatsoever [it] shall 
hear, that shall [it] speak: and [it] will 
show you things to come” (John 16:13). 
The Holy Spirit is not a person but a 
power direct from God. Without it, Bible 
understanding cannot be unlocked.

The Holy Spirit is a great gift from 
God (Acts 2:38). When a person receives 
the Holy Spirit, he or she can be literally 
guided by it. This involves a supernatu-
ral course of action by God. Spiritual 
knowledge is revealed; then the spiri-
tual mind can begin to understand. So 
you need to receive God’s Holy Spirit.

The Bible shows that there are two 
conditions to receiving the Holy Spirit: 
repentance and belief. To repent means 
to quit breaking the laws of God. Many 
have been falsely taught that the Ten 
Commandments are no longer binding 
on men since the arrival of Jesus Christ. 
Jesus Christ taught no such thing. In 
fact, He said: “Think not that I am come 
to destroy the law, or the prophets: I 
am not come to destroy, but to fulfill” 
(Matthew 5:17). You need to understand 
more fully God’s Ten Commandments. 

Please request our booklet The Ten 
Commandments. It will thoroughly ex-
plain that the Ten Commandments are 
an active, eternal law. 

Sin is the breaking of God’s spiritual 
law (1 John 3:4). Repentance is much 
more than just feeling sorry for what 
we have done wrong. To repent is to 
keep God’s law. When we keep God’s 
law, we are submitting to the very will 
of God. The whole Bible is based on the 
two great spiritual principles of the Ten 
Commandments. You can study these in 
Matthew 22:36-40. When we keep God’s 
law, it means that we totally yield our-
selves to the will of God as expressed in 
the Bible. If you truly want to understand 

the Bible, you must believe that 
it is the very Word of the living 
God. Many people read the Bible 
but refuse to believe what it says. 
We must learn to tremble before 
God’s Word (Isaiah 66:2).

True repentance becomes 
a way of living that involves an eager-
ness to accept and do what the Bible 
teaches—no matter the effort or sacri-
fice. There is also a willingness to suffer 
persecution for living God’s way. Jesus 
Christ promised that if we do God’s 
will, we will understand the Bible (John 
7:16-17). Bible misunderstanding often 
comes because people fear men more 
than God. Most will not do what the 
Bible says because they fear what men 
think about them. All men need to be 
more concerned about what God thinks. 
Suffering under intense persecution, 
Peter and the other apostles said, “We 
ought to obey God rather than men” 
(Acts 5:29). Whom do you fear most?

the lighted way
Most people today are unhappy, con-
fused and distraught with life. But there 
is a way to live a truly extraordinary life. 
Our thinking and actions are the cause 
of our misery. Sin is not the fun way to 
live. A law-filled life is the truly free and 
happy life. Many laugh and scoff at liv-
ing the way of life outlined in the Bible. 
We need to get this: Human beings need 
guidance to live a thrilling, abundant 
life. King David said: “Thy word is a 
lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my 
path” (Psalms 119:105). Like David, every 
human being has the right to live a noble 
life. Only the Bible can show us how. 

The Apostle John tells us that God is 
light (1 John 1:5). God has a loving mes-
sage for all mankind. He created hu-

knowledge, willing to publicly attack the 
Scriptures. Yet, the Bible shows that in 
our time—the end time—this condition 
would grow worse. In fact, our gross re-
jection of the Bible is a sign that we are 
in the end times. Jesus Christ warned us 
to know the signs of the times (Matthew 
16:1-4). The fact that there is so much 
confusion about the Bible should moti-
vate us to study ours even more.

Paul prophesied: “For the time will 
come when they will not endure sound 
doctrine; but after their own lusts shall 
they heap to themselves teachers, having 
itching ears; and they shall turn away 
their ears from the truth, and shall be 
turned unto fables” (2 Timothy 4:3-4). 
Men, women and children have turned 
their ears away from listening to the 
truth. They have come to believe spiri-
tual tales palmed off as God’s Word. 
Yet, they are lies. Soon the faith of many 
will be shattered when the truth is made 
plain. This verse aptly describes our 
modern religion. Religious leaders have 
done a masterful job of dulling the Bi-
ble’s sharpness. People are encouraged 
to attend the church of their choice, 
which simply means finding the church 
of their own Bible interpretation.

One third of the Bible is prophecy. 
Mr. Armstrong taught that 90 percent 
of that prophecy is for our time. Few fo-
cus on prophecy, and those who do to-
tally misunderstand it. Let’s be honest: 
The vast majority of people do not want 
to hear prophecy anyway. Most assume 
that prophecy is just doom and gloom. 
Just the reverse is true. The real thrust 
of prophecy is positive, thrilling—truly 
mind-stirring. 

Isaiah says this about the people of 
our time: “Now go, write it before them 
in a table, and note it in a book, that it 
may be for the time to come for ever and 
ever: That this is a rebellious people, 
lying children, children that will not 
hear the law of the Lord: Which say to 
the seers, See not; and to the prophets, 
Prophesy not unto us right things, speak 
unto us smooth things, prophesy deceits: 
Get you out of the way, turn aside out of 
the path, cause the Holy One of Israel to 
cease from before us” (Isaiah 30:8-11). 

We will not deny that there are some 
gloomy times just ahead of us. But the 
real reason for the “gloom and doom” is 
that people will not let prophecy moti-
vate them to turn to God. People do not 
want to face the God of the Bible. Yet, 
any nation or individual that acknowl-
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why so many different translations? because scholars simply cannot fully agree with the 
work of other scholars. with so many versions available, which one is right for you?

First, it must be pointed out that no bible translation is inspired. they were all put 
together by men. the only perfect translation of scripture is what god himself actually 
revealed to the apostles and prophets. 

as most bible students know, the old testament was preserved primarily in hebrew 
while the new testament was preserved in greek. but most people don’t know how 
to speak hebrew and greek. so how can we know god preserved his inspired words 
precisely the way he revealed them thousands of years ago? how can we know which 
original texts are most accurate? there are, after all, thousands of “original” texts from 
which we get our translations. we must go to god for the answer. 

“what advantage then hath the Jew? or what profit is there of circumcision? much 
every way: chiefly, because that unto them were committed the oracles of God” (romans 
3:1-2). god used the Jews to preserve the old testament. that is why it was originally 
inspired in hebrew. likewise, he used the greeks to preserve the original writings of the 
new testament. in preserving these original writings, god saw to it that the Jews and 
greeks rejected the spurious manuscripts that have surfaced down through the centuries.

based on a thorough study of today’s bible translations and how closely they adhere to 
the early hebrew and greek manuscripts, herbert w. armstrong recommended the King 
James version, translated in 1611. that is not to say the King James is a perfect trans-
lation. it is, however, approximately 99 percent accurate. the small percentage of error 
in this translation is primarily due to the lack of understanding of the original meaning 
of certain hebrew and greek words by the translators. nevertheless, the King James 
translation comes from accurate hebrew and greek texts (the masorah and the majority 
text), unlike many modern translations.

mr. armstrong recommended that other translations be used only to complement the King 
James. the King James version was written almost 400 years ago. over that span of time, 
the english language has changed somewhat. some of the awkward and archaic phrases 
in the King James can be cleared up by checking a few modern translations. mr. armstrong 
often used the revised standard version and moffatt translation. but it is the King James 
version that should be the standard by which these new translations are judged for accuracy. 

be especially careful with the new international version and the new american 
standard version. in addition to those two translations, any bible version with a “new” in 
its title is guaranteed to be a less accurate translation than the King James version. the 
new King James version is not nearly as full of errors as many other “new” translations. 
but it still is not nearly as good as the old King James version.

be very careful about which bible you use for your primary study. the changes in the new 
translations can distort your understanding in many areas without you even realizing it. used 
improperly, we can be deceitfully led in the wrong direction. if we use different translations 
properly, we can enhance and invigorate our bible study! stePhen flurry

man life for a stupendously wonderful 
purpose. Above all, God wants every 
human being to be happy. God deeply 
desires to give us light so we can walk 
in the right way.  

We need to face the reality that our 
generation would rather live in dark-
ness than light. Our generation is just 
like that of Jesus Christ’s time. Christ 
warned: “And this is the condemnation, 
that light is come into the world, and 
men loved darkness rather than light, 
because their deeds were evil” (John 
3:19). God gave us the Bible to give us 
bright light. Are you willing to walk in 
the light? Stop what you are doing for a 
few minutes and take an honest look at 
what is happening in our world. World 
news headlines are desperately appall-
ing. Isn’t our world growing darker ev-
ery day? The Prophet Isaiah saw our day 
and described it as “gross darkness” (Isa-
iah 60:2). At this time, most men choose 
to stumble in the darkness. However, 
you need not continue to stumble in the 
misery of spiritual darkness.

steps to understanding
Take these simple steps to understand 
the Bible. First, completely surrender to 
God and the authority of His inspired 
Word. Totally forsake your thoughts 
and actions contrary to God’s mag-
nificent laws outlined in the Ten Com-
mandments. You must also abandon the 
ways of the society around you. Do as 
God says within the pages of the Bible.

Second, study the Bible to learn the 
truth and to show yourself approved by 
God (2 Timothy 2:15). Realize that this 
must be a daily—lifelong—effort. It is 
important that you ask God for guid-
ance so you understand the real mean-
ing of each verse. Some study the Bible 
on their knees, praying as they study. 
This yields incredible results. God 
promises to give you wisdom and un-
derstanding when you ask for it (James 
1:5). Then, believe what God says and 
act upon it immediately. Before you 
read, settle your mind to trust that what 
you read in the Bible is true.

Third, be sure to prove all things 
(1 Thessalonians 5:21). Clear your mind 
of all prejudice. Don’t jump to quick con-
clusions. Recognize that the Bible was 
written in a unique way. Mr. Armstrong 
taught that the Bible is a coded book. 
The truth on any one subject is scat-
tered throughout the Bible. Isaiah stated: 
“Whom shall he teach knowledge? And 

whom shall he make to understand doc-
trine? Them that are weaned from the 
milk, and drawn from the breasts. For 
precept must be upon precept, precept 
upon precept; line upon line, line upon 
line; here a little, and there a little” (Isa-
iah 28:9-10). To come to a full under-
standing of any one subject, all of the 
pieces, just like a jigsaw puzzle, must be 
fit together. Recognize that the chapter 
and verse divisions in your Bible were 
not inspired by God, but were put there 
for convenience by men. It may be neces-
sary to read a whole chapter, or a whole 
book, to get the right understanding for 
any one verse. Always strive to get the 
context of verses.

Although simply reading the Bible 
is important, the fourth step to under-
standing the Bible requires that you 
study one subject at a time. Find every 
verse in the Bible relating to that subject. 
To do this, purchase a concordance or a 
Bible that provides marginal references. 
Several very good study Bibles include 
concordances in the back of the book.

Understanding the Bible should be 
the all-important goal of every human 
life. To understand the Bible, you need 
the right spirit and mental attitude, and 
you must be willing to be corrected, re-
proved and instructed by it. Pay close 
attention to this: A truly educated per-
son knows the Bible. ■

Which Bible translation is Best?
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There is no lack of 
sexual activity por-

trayed in movies, mostly 
between unmarried people. 
Not surprisingly, however, 
hardly a single film depicts 
its characters having to live 
with the real and negative 
consequences of their illicit 
sexual encounters.

A recent study con-
ducted by the Institute for 
Child Health Research 
at Children’s Hospital in 
Westmead, Australia, sur-
veyed 200 top movies of all 
time based on box office 
profits. Of those, it elimi-
nated movies that were 
animated, released before 
the emergence of aids (they 
chose 1983), and rated g or 
pg. Out of the 87 remaining 
films, 53 contained sex epi-
sodes. In those sex scenes, 
only one made a reference 
to any form of birth control.

Though 98 percent of 
the sexual escapades could 
have resulted in pregnancy, 
not one movie showed any 

protected sex and drug use 
in a positive light, movies 
promote these harmful 
practices in the minds of 
viewers.

There are negative con-
sequences for the wrong 
use of sex. There are nega-
tive consequences for any 
use of illicit drugs.

But at the same time, 
there are numerous benefits 
to living the way God in-
tended us to. More joy and 
happiness than can ever 
be portrayed on a movie 
screen awaits those who live 
that way of life.

Glamorizing Illegitimacy

Hollywood. It’s cool. 
It’s chic. It oozes glam 

and glitz. But the truth is 
that all that glitters from 
Hollywood is not gold.

“Out-of-wedlock births. 
Shotgun weddings. Catch 
phrases for ‘illegitimate’ 
pregnancies (and the quickie 
nuptials that may follow) 
have an almost criminal ring 
to them. But Hollywood has 
set to work changing the 
stigma of premarital babies” 
(Fox News, Nov. 10, 2005).

As the Fox News article 
wryly pointed out, a baby 
has replaced the diminutive, 
ornamented puppy as a fash-
ion accessory to metrosexual 
Hollywood. Now the unmar-
ried, star-crusted Hollywood 
scene is burgeoning with 
chips off the block—with 
household names like 
Cruise, Paltrow and Ledger.

The message is clear: 
Unwed parenting is some-
thing to celebrate.

But Hollywood is merely 
showcasing what is actu-
ally a growing social trend. 
For instance, according to 
Maclean’s, Canada has more 
than 1 million single-par-
ent families. The National 
Center for Health Statistics 
says that extramarital births 
in the United States have 
risen 8 percent since 2003, 
producing 1.5 million born 
to unwed parents in 2004—a 
mind-numbing 34 percent of 
all births.

“The entire phenom-
enon (in the real world and 
Hollywood) concerns mar-
riage scholars, who say a vol-
ume of studies have shown 
two worrying findings: 
Marriages are more likely to 
crumble when cohabitation 
or children come before the 
walk down the aisle. And 
more troubles—including 
teen pregnancy, depression, 
drug use and dropping out of 

f a m I l y

school—befall children who 
aren’t raised by both natural 
parents, according to the 
National Marriage Project” 
(Fox News, op. cit.).

It doesn’t take a genius to 
realize what statistics prove: 
that premarital sex produces 
single-parent families. But 
statistics don’t solve the puz-
zle of why unwed pregnancy, 
and why the Hollywood 
“love child” is such a fad. 
The answer is shocking and 
little-thought-of by aca-
demics and parents alike: 
The world has lost the art of 
proper dating.

The knowledge of how 
proper dating contributes to 
a healthy and happy society 
is completely missing. No 

one in higher govern-
ment knows the how and 
why about right dating. 
Hollywood does not know. 
Yet, the need to know 
about the right and proper 
uses of sex and dating is 
universal. The statistics 
illuminate this irrefutable 
point.

There is a missing di-
mension in sex knowledge. 
This missing dimension is 
causing the talented men 
and women of Hollywood, 
of America and elsewhere 
to make many life-changing 
mistakes—mistakes that are 
contributing to the collapse 
of Western society.

To the skeptic, right 
dating principles may 
seem like a trite, oversim-
plified solution. But you 
can prove this is true. Read 
The Missing Dimension in 

Sex by Herbert W. Arm-
strong.

blockbusters Glorify drugs, Irresponsible sex
consequence of 
unprotected sex: 
no unwanted preg-
nancies, no con-
tractions of hiv or 
any other sexually 
transmitted disease.

The study also 
focused on how 
drugs were depicted 
in those movies. 
While illicit drugs 
were shown in 
fewer movies than 
had depicted sex, research-
ers found drugs were often 
shown in a positive light.

A clear example was 
found in movies that show 
marijuana use: 52 percent 
of these movies portrayed 
marijuana use in a posi-
tive light, while 48 percent 
showed it in a neutral light. 
As with unprotected sex, no 
negative consequences were 
ever shown.

Movies ignore reality by 
failing to show cause and 
effect. By consistently and 
frequently portraying un-
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mom  In 2003, Gwyneth Paltrow 
announced she was pregnant with 
boyfriend Chris martin.
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Good divorce?
A new study shows how 

children of divorce are 
torn between two worlds.

Is there such a thing as 
a “good divorce”? Many 
divorcing parents console 
themselves with the idea that 
emotional and other damage 
to their children caused by 
divorce may be minimized if 
the couple maintains a good 
relationship after separation 
and continues to support the 
children. A recently released 
study, however, reveals that 
even a “good divorce” causes 
psychological trauma to chil-
dren, with effects that last 
into adulthood.

In the book Between 
Two Worlds: The Inner 
Lives of Children of Divorce, 
Elizabeth Marquardt, who 
spent three years surveying 
1,500 young adults from both 
divorced and intact families 
and interviewing 71 of them 
at length, estimated that a 
quarter of adults aged 18 to 
35 have grown up in divorced 
families. Her research sug-
gests that even children of 
somewhat unhappy, low-
conflict marriages fare better 
than children of divorce.

According to the study, 
even after a “good” divorce, 
52 percent of respondents 
stated that family life was 
stressful, compared to 35 
percent from unhappy, but 
low-conflict marriages—and 
only 6 percent from happy 
marriages (Wall Street 
Journal, Oct. 21, 2005). Forty-
four percent of children of 
divorce said, “I was alone a 
lot as a child” compared to 
only 14 percent of those liv-
ing in intact families. The 
study found that children of 
divorce feel less protected, 
less emotionally secure and 
are less likely to go to their 
parents for comfort.

Children face many ob-
stacles as they try to juggle 

f a m I l y

their lives with two parents 
who live by different stan-
dards, rules, morals and eth-
ics. According to the study, 
children of divorce are twice 
as likely to feel like a dif-
ferent person with each of 
their parents while growing 
up. Instead of having only 
one home, they must juggle 
between two different homes 

and are often left to them-
selves to come up with their 
own standards and morals. 
This causes much stress and 
emotional anxiety in the 
children, the study revealed.

These results may sound 
startling to some, but that 
is only because so many 
“experts” claim that the op-
posite of Marquardt’s study 
is true. These same sociolo-
gists, who claim parents and 
children are better off after 
divorce, were the ones who 
coined the term “good di-
vorce” in the first place. But 
there is no such thing as a 
“good divorce.” Marquardt’s 
study accurately shows that 

children suffer the conse-
quences of a divorce no mat-
ter how it is managed.

Children need the strength 
and support of a father and 
mother united in a tight-knit 
family. The Bible clearly 
shows that God did not 
intend for married couples 
to divorce. He knows how 
stressful divorce is on chil-
dren. God pays special atten-
tion to the needy and is called 
a father to the fatherless. For 
more information on the 
importance of family, please 
request our booklet Why 
Marriage! Soon Obsolete?
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Grisly images of death 
cross tv screens with 

increasing frequency these 
days, according a recent 
Associated Press report.

But let’s face facts: Media 
moguls serve what sells. 
Forensic dramas like cbs’s 
three csi shows consistently 
rate in the top 20, and often the top 10 of the prime-time 
Nielsen ratings—garnering upwards of 65 million view-
ers. Not to be outdone, shows like Fox’s Bones and the wb’s 
Supernatural are dying to join the list.

These shows helped to set a new high—or low, so to 
speak—for the number of dead bodies making an appear-
ance on prime-time television. During the last week of 
September, 63 dead bodies were visible during prime time 
on the six major networks—up sharply from the 27 bodies 
seen the same week in 2004.

David Janollari, wb entertainment president, feels it is 
the “gross” factor that has Americans spellbound. “I think 
one of the drawing cards of csi is that it is depicted very 
real and sort of gross,” he said. “It’s part of why the audi-
ence comes to see it” (Associated Press, November 20).

Given the tv industry’s focus on the bottom line, produc-
ers are quick to play on the public’s appetite for gore. David 
Walsh, head of the National Institute on Media and the 
Family, feels, “All of the media executives are going to pay a 
lot more attention to what’s making them money” (ibid.).

But why such a demand in the first place? Week after 
week, millions of Americans are becoming further desen-
sitized to gory, dark and violent images—the opposite of 
what God wants us to fill our minds with (see Philippians 
4:8). As we consume more evil, we crave more evil. It is a 
vicious cycle that trends only downward.

body Count rivals war Zone
new drug: 
Computer 
Games
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Like alcohol and drugs, 
computer games can be 

very addictive. Researchers at 
a Berlin hospital conducted 
several studies investigating 
the effects of long-term com-
puter game playing. Players 
who play games excessively 
activate “the same structures 
in the brain as drugs do,” 
reported a member of the 
research group (Deutsche 
Welle, Nov. 11, 2005).

Its first study compared 15 
people who played computer 
games “occasionally” to 15 
people who played “exces-
sively.” Individuals were 
categorized as excessive 
players if they displayed at 
least three symptoms of de-
pendency: an unquenchable 
desire to play, withdrawal 
symptoms and a neglect of 
other interests in their lives.
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CsI  Cbs’s #1 show.
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Comments?

the Big Men
“The Big Men” (September/October 
2005) soaked me in sweat. You may ask 
why. My country Ghana was used as 
an example; I would like to comment 
on that. Since we gained independence, 
the country has suffered a great loss due 
to the unnatural behavior of our lead-
ers. They practice nepotism and put 
the entire country in agony. They have 
managed to squander all that the British 
left due to their newfangled measures. 
Ghana was formerly rich in cocoa, gold, 
diamonds, timber, etc. … All these 
resources are of less value nowadays 
because of bad governance. The present 
government’s predecessor changed the 
education system, which has become 
a nightmare, yet his children school 
abroad. The villages are facing a lot of 
problems, but the parliamentarians are 
sitting down unconcerned …. I wonder 
how the country will be in five years. 

Eric Quarshie—Accra, Ghana
■

Thank you for finding a way of in-
cluding Africa in your magazine. But it 
will be better appreciated if you can be 
more objective in your assessments and 
less opprobrious in your opinions. While 
not particularly against your opinion of 
African leaders, I object to your asser-
tion that Africa is a case of utter hope-
lessness. … I’m not about being defen-
sive, but viewing through your kind of 
lenses, I know that, in especially moral 
cases, the U.S. and the Western world 
are representative of absolute hopeless-
ness. In terrorism and civil unrest, the 
Middle East is an extreme case of utter 
hopelessness. In fact, in any case, the 
world is already in a state of utter hope-
lessness. So if you have no better way of 
including Africa in your string of proph-
ecies, you can do well to leave us out. 

Olushola Ogundele—Nigeria
■

PDF Format?
This morning I discovered the all-
new pdf-based literature downloads on 
the Key of David website (keyofdavid.com). 
The covers, graphics and text are abso-
lutely wonderful! Seeing new and forth-
coming titles immediately available 
for download is exciting, and seeing 
Herbert Armstrong’s works in a new, 
modern form is exhilarating. Being 
able to search the literature via pdf is a 
powerful tool. Thank you for your con-
tinued pursuit of excellence. I hope that 

all the literature (and some day, even 
the magazines) will eventually be made 
available through the pdf medium. 

David F. Johnson—E-mail response
we do plan to make the Trumpet available in 
PdF format at www.thetrumpet.com very soon. 

■

A Last resort
In your November 2005 issue, Ryan 
Malone, in his “A Last Resort” commen-
tary, implies that three verses in the Bible 
support his opinion that the people who 
died in Sodom, Gomorrah and New Or-
leans will have another chance to know 
God in a resurrection. The implication 
he makes is that they will also have an-
other chance of salvation. However, these 
verses speak of a coming day of judgment 
for these cities, but do not go so far as to 
speak of a second chance at salvation.

Johnny Dunkley—E-mail response
the article you mention was not intended to im-
ply that the people of sodom—or any city—will 
have a “second chance” at salvation at the time 
of the second resurrection. rather, the people 
of sodom never had a first chance to know god; 
they were not called at that time. their judgment 
will be reserved for a later date. 

when adam sinned, god blocked man from 
having access to the holy spirit and immortality, 
god’s knowledge and what many call salvation 
(genesis 3:22-24). not until after christ came 
in the flesh and died for our sins (John 1:14; 
romans 5:8-10) was there another opportunity 
for anyone to have access to god (romans 5:2; 
8:34; ephesians 2:18). the second resurrection 
will be sodom’s first chance to know god and 
receive salvation (revelation 20:5). 

today, people who have not met the re-
quirements of faith and obedience to god’s 
laws—who do not have the holy spirit—are 
likewise cut off from god (John 3:3). as with 
the people of sodom, the second resurrec-
tion will be the first opportunity for those who 
died in new orleans to know god and have a 
chance to be part of his Family. 

contrary to what many believe, god is not 
trying to save the whole world now. christ came 
to, among other things, preach the gospel about 
the coming Kingdom of god (mark 1:14) and to 
train teachers for that soon-coming Kingdom—
where everyone who has ever lived will be given 
a chance at salvation. For more information on 
who god is calling now and the process of sal-
vation, please write to request copies of Mystery 
of the Ages and Just What Do You Mean … Born 
Again? if you would prefer, you may also down-
load free copies from thetrumpet.com: click on 
the “resources” tab. the “literature” subhead 
contains all of our literature in printer-friendly 
format.

Mr. Armstrong Was right
I was a youngster during the ’60s but 
was old enough to read the Plain Truth, 
which my mother regularly received. 
When Herbert Armstrong died, I was 
saddened to learn the wcg had denied the 
very teachings that had caused its rise to 
recognition. Thank God the Philadelphia 
Church of God has found the courage to 
continue Mr. Armstrong’s campaign to 
educate the world of the impending ful-
fillment of the prophecies of God. I stand 
as a witness: The things I read in the Plain 
Truth, as told by Mr. Armstrong, are oc-
curring almost to the word as he trans-
lated from the Scriptures. I would look up 
the scriptures that he based his interpre-
tations on and would think, “How in the 
world would he derive such a thought?” 
But the truth is, he foretold the formation 
of a united Europe, that Europe and the 
Vatican would draw strength from each 
other. The fact that you are continuing 
the interpretations and are courageously 
calling out to the world the true meanings 
of the prophecies is a blessing. 

Wayne Holland—Bremen, Ga.
■

the sabbath
I have been getting this magazine 
for a year or so now. I was not a Sabbath 
keeper when I became a subscriber. 
However, I am now. Many things have 
changed since a neighbor gave me a few 
copies of this magazine. I don’t agree 
with everything I read, but on the world 
news search I find a lot of interesting 
articles. Thanks.
Larry Sendelbach—Springdale, Wash.

■

My mother is a resident at an as-
sisted living facility, and while visiting 
her there, I noticed the November 2005 
issue of the Philadelphia Trumpet lying 
on the coffee table in the front room. 
I began reading it while waiting there 
and came across the article regarding 
the call of the pope for Sunday wor-
ship (“The Pope Trumpets Sunday”). 
This article pointed out correctly that 
it was not the Bible that changed the 
Sabbath but the Roman Empire and 
the Roman Catholic Church. …

Joyce Zowie—Monmouth, Oreg.
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a lesson in taking a lesson.  by ryan malone

Use your indoor Voice

Training to be a musician teaches many life les-
sons. One of the most important may be that construc-
tive criticism is a common, and necessary, part of life. 
You prepare music on your instrument day after day, 

and then for one or two days out of the week, you perform it for 
someone with more education, more experience, or at the very 
least, a different set of ears than your own, and you are ready, 
even eager, to hear their evaluation—good, bad and ugly.

Music students refining their instrumental abilities rarely 
balk at the notion that someone is telling them they need to 
change—they need to fix something—they need to work hard-
er on this or that. Sometimes 
teachers have to get blunt. 

Perhaps an athletics coach 
would say the same about his 
profession—he tells people what 
to do, even if not in the nicest 
way, and they accept it if they 
want to perform better.

But when it comes to life, and 
people telling us how to “per-
form better,” human nature gets 
a little touchy. Especially when 
it comes to our kids.

That’s what Dan McCauley, 
a bakery/café/restaurant-owner 
in a Chicago suburb, discovered 
recently. 

If you haven’t heard about 
what he did, let me first tell you 
what his eatery, “A Taste of Heav-
en,” was like. It was far from a 
taste of heaven when children 
would come into the restaurant, 
run around the establishment, 
lie on the floor blocking the line for coffee, climb the radiators 
and walls, and throw themselves against display cases. Bad for 
business, yes, but even a “question of liability,” McCauley said. 
What would happen if any of these children got hurt?

So McCauley put up a sign—just a small piece of paper, held 
to the window at a child’s level by suction cups: “Children of 
all ages have to behave and use their indoor voices.”

It wasn’t long before the angry mob grabbed their torch-
es and pitchforks. Some parents were terribly insulted. One 
mother told McCauley that hundreds of mothers were talking 
“boycott”—saying his café was “non-supportive to families.” 

The Chicago Tribune, and later the New York Times, wrote 
lengthy pieces about the controversial sign.

The Times quoted one woman—a psychologist, corporate 
coach, and, oh yes, mother of two—chastising McCauley, who 
has no kids, for telling other people’s children how to behave.

Another asked, “What are we supposed to do, not enjoy 
ourselves at a café?”

(It turned out that many ended up applauding McCauley’s 
decision. The “bad” publicity from boycotters backfired and 

caused his business to triple. Apparently people don’t mind 
well-behaved children.)

The way those angry parents responded to McCauley’s sign 
is simply a sign of how resistant human nature is to correction. 
Not only that, we are insulted by it. 

The hardest thing for any of us to do is admit we are wrong. 
We live in a society where, as the book of Judges puts it, “every 
man [does] that which [is] right in his own eyes.” 

But we need correction. As a young father of three little ones, 
I don’t have all the answers. Thankfully I live in a community 
with several mentors who are willing to pull me aside and tell 

me things about my children 
that need to improve. It’s not 
correction for my children as 
much as it is correction for me. 
And, sure, it stings at times.

But that is the way God in-
tended human existence to 
be—a learning process. As 
our Creator, He has the ultimate 
understanding of how we can 
and should live life to the full. 
And He has a great purpose for 
us. He’s more than a teacher, a 
coach or even—as some scrip-
tures show—a potter fashioning 
clay. He wants to be our Father! 
He is molding mankind into 
members of His very Family! 
And we certainly need God to 
show us how to attain such a 
great purpose—the way young 
musicians or athletes need the 
advice of their parents, coaches 
and teachers.

The Bible shows that God’s correction is a sign of His love: 
He is dealing with us “as with sons.” Read verses 5 to 11 in 
Hebrews 12. 

Spanking does hurt a little—maybe a lot. “Now no chasten-
ing for the present seemeth to be joyous,” the writer to the He-
brews says. But what a great reward awaits those who “endure 
chastening.” 

This magazine highlights the way God is chastening this 
world. What’s more, we offer God’s solutions—individual 
initiatives we can take to save us a heap of suffering. Ways we 
all can “behave” better—changes that, if implemented on a 
broad scale, would even spare us international disaster. Of-
tentimes, the thanks we get comes in the form of vitriolic e-
mails and letters.

If an athlete or a musician can take advice from a coach or 
a teacher, why can’t some of us take advice on manners from 
a restaurant proprietor with a little common sense? Or, more 
importantly, why can’t we all respond when God’s Word shows 
us how to better our performance, up our game, and achieve 
our transcendent potential? ■
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abortion abortion risks Feb. 28
is abortion really murder? Fred dattolo Feb. 26
sw: Kill the “defective” ones June 34

africa sw: aids orphans nov. 33
the big men ron Fraser sept. 20

arms race ww: global arms race heats up Jan. 24
a hopeless cause brad macdonald may 10
ww: nuke Plans on black market? aug. 19

asia ww: all for one? June 27
australia ww: with asia or america? Jan. 25
bible answering bible critics dennis leap June 28

archeology Proves bible history  
accurate

dennis leap dec. 30

the book only a Few Know dennis leap march 30
the critics vs. moses dennis leap July 32
how god Preserved the bible dennis leap sept. 28
understanding daniel the Prophet dennis leap aug. 28

britain ww: blair’s Power weakened July 13
canada and u.s. canada and america’s sibling rivalry mark Jenkins may 15
central asia drawing the line ron Fraser and 

ryan malone
Jan. 8

ww: revolutions to russia’s chagrin June 27
ww: u.s. losing Foothold nov. 31
who are the slavs? Jan. 9

china ww: china military buildup continues sept. 26
china’s military muscle brad macdonald march 14
ww: securing a vital sea Port June 26

china and africa ww: china courts africa June 26
china and latin 
america

the united states: neglecting its back 
door

ron Fraser may 12

ww: china in u.s. backyard Feb. 21
churchill, winston Fe: churchill’s warning for today gerald Flurry march 1
corporate Fraud corrupting the truth may 29

what’s behind corporate corruption? Fred dattolo may 27
cuba ww: trade bloc courts communist 

cuba
may 20

dating sw: dating outdated  Feb. 34
diet sw: Food Pyramid June 35

sw: water for your blood Feb. 35
disease disease Pandemics are coming Fred dattolo march 22

a new superbug march 25
only the strong survive march 23

divorce sw: breaking up bad for health aug. 33
sw: divorce’s trickle-down effects Jan. 33

drugs sw: drug addiction Jan. 32
sw: one third of studies dodgy sept. 35
sw: ritalin: more depressing stats march 34

economy, global ww: chinese “yuan” up on america sept. 26
ww: oil and the terror Premium nov. 30
ww: shifting From dollar to euro march 20
ww: will iran’s oil hurt the dollar? dec. 16
ww: world weaning off Fallen dollar Jan. 25

economy, u.s. ww: americans Fear losing Jobs aug. 18
ww: boeing loses altitude march 20
ww: the deficit is Falling! sept. 25
the great american spending spree stephen Flurry dec. 18
the housing bubble—everybody’s 
talking

Fred dattolo aug. 13

sw: the lobbying industry boom dec. 34
speeding to economic armageddon stephen Flurry may 22
ww: war draining u.s. economy sept. 24
sw: where america’s tax dollars go June 34

education the ailing state of american universities brad macdonald July 28
sw: denying the right to learn may 34
ww: islam: schooling america Jan. 26
sw: miseducation of america’s college 
students

nov. 32

moral relativism July 31
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russia sw: wanted: stalin may 21
russia and china ww: russia, china: alliance to watch Feb. 19

ww: russia, china draw closer nov. 30
ww: russia, china stand up to eu dec. 16
ww: when it was “Just talk,” we said 
“listen”

march 21

science ww: of mice and men: scientists blur 
the line

march 21

sexuality cm: “everybody’s doing it” Joel hilliker Jan. 35
sw: sexually transmitted death march 34

sexuality, teen sw: an epidemic of teen Pregnancies nov. 33
sw: home, but not alone Feb. 34
sw: the std map march 34

slavery sw: modern slavery spreading aug. 32
sudan the overlooked war ron Fraser Feb. 13
sunday worship Fe: the Pope trumpets sunday gerald Flurry nov. 1
taiwan ww: beijing’s new taiwan law may 19
ten 
commandments

you shall not bear False witness dennis leap Jan. 28

you shall not covet dennis leap Feb. 30
terrorism one sip of a bitter cup sept. 2

ww: terrorists and technology June 24
thetrumpet.com thetrumpet.com aug. 15
turkey outside closed doors Philip nice Jan. 17

ww: Playing cyprus card with turkey Feb. 18
united nations the corruption of the united nations mark Jenkins dec. 6

ww: sex scandal uncovered Feb. 20
united states Fe: america’s achilles heel—and 

germany
gerald Flurry may 1

ww: arming without u.s. Permission may 20
crippling division brad macdonald dec. 12
Flat-Footed on nuclear terrorism Joel hilliker July 10
ww: military Plans Pullout next year sept. 24
ww: more suicide attacks likely dec. 14
ww: trading america out Feb. 21

u.s. and britain a crumbling Foundation brad macdonald sept. 5
vatican “anglican catholics”? stephen Flurry June 20

ww: church unity must be on  
vatican’s terms

July 12

coming german Pope? Trumpet staff may 8
Fe: the dark side of the Pope’s Funeral June 8
efforts at unity stephen Flurry June 22
ww: Flexing Political muscle aug. 17
ghosts of the ratlines ron Fraser dec. 5
cm: a headache for benedict Joel hilliker June 37
herbert armstrong: he was right mark Jenkins June 6
Joseph ratzinger: the Perfect man for 
the Job

ryan malone June 16

Karol wojtyla: how he set the stage ron Fraser June 2
a Pope and a Prophecy June 1
ww: Pope woos orthodox leader Jan. 26
returning to the Fold stephen Flurry June 18
ww: the vatican’s Quandary July 12

welfare caring for the Poor mark Jenkins dec. 22
world government cm: dawn of a Perfect world herbert armstrong sept. 37

the Fatal Flaw in international  
government

ron Fraser sept. 21

cm: Freedom’s march stephen Flurry march 37
cm: why even democracy Fails herbert armstrong may 37

world war iii the contest for world domination ryan malone sept. 13
a glimpse of the Future? sept. 18
the times of the gentiles ryan malone sept. 16

youth children = targets July 26
sw: gambling away their Future Feb. 35
youth culture stephen Flurry July 16

Zimbabwe ww: rest of land to be seized as  
nation starves

Feb. 20

iran the Precious Jewel of iran’s Plan Joel hilliker Feb. 9
ww: Pressure could Prompt oil crisis may 18
the world accommodates iran aug. 36

iran and russia ww: russia reaches out to iran sept. 27
iraq and iran election rigging, iran style Joel hilliker Jan. 16

ww: iraqi elections: the real winner march 18
iraq’s iranian city sept. 11
ww: iranian arms smuggled into iraq nov. 28

israel israel’s bleeding wound Joel hilliker nov. 22
ww: Political chaos eroding will Jan. 27
sharon’s war on (Jewish) extremism march 11

israel and u.s. ww: u.s.-israeli relations at low June 25
italy ww: echoes of mussolini march 20
Japan Japan stirs ron Fraser dec. 10
Jerusalem history’s Focal Point Feb. 12
Katrina, hurricane descent into barbarism nov. 14

how Katrina will Pinch Pocketbooks brad macdonald nov. 10
a Jewel in america’s crown—lost ron Fraser nov. 7
cm: a last resort ryan malone nov. 35
the Ports of new orleans nov. 8
tragedy of biblical Proportions stephen Flurry nov. 16
urban anarchy Joel hilliker nov. 12
wake-up call nov. 4

law, u.s. sw: “evolving standards of decency” may 35
sw: ten commandments ruling  
reveals supreme Flaw

July 34

lebanon ww: hezbollah sweeps southern 
lebanon elections

aug. 19

literacy sw: signs of the times June 35
marriage sw: same-sex unions recognized sept. 34

se: until Old Age do we Part Jan. 33
masculinity sw: metrosexual madness aug. 33
media a warning July 27

nothing better than the real thing July 23
reality tv: outlie, outsex, outdebauch Philip nice July 22

middle east ww: assassination up-ends region march 18
the democracy Paradox Joel hilliker may 4
on schedule Joel hilliker July 8

natural disasters Fe: did the tsunami shake your Faith? gerald Flurry Feb. 1
Fe: is god cursing us? gerald Flurry dec. 1
ww: uK under the weather sept. 27
where was god? Joel hilliker and 

mark Jenkins
Feb. 4

news big stories of 2004 ron Fraser Jan. 2
obesity sw: obesity drops life expectancy may 35
Palestinians ww: hamas gaining Political Power July 15

Politics tainted by terrorism Feb. 11
Pcg bw: big Jumps in requests, tv stations may 32

breaking ground stephen Flurry Feb. 22
bw: hall of admin construction may 32

Peace Process ww: europe’s help welcomed in gaza dec. 15
ww: gaza withdrawal resistance may 19
ww: iran Found interfering June 25
new hope in the Peace Process? Joel hilliker march 10
spoils of war nov. 24
with Friends like these … march 12

Potter, harry sw: the Potter Phenomenon sept. 35
Prophecy “but what do i watch For?” Feb. 33

cm: a warning of hope mark Jenkins aug. 37
why most do not understand Prophecy stephen Flurry June 32
why watch the news? Joel hilliker Feb. 16

Protection cm: a Place of refuge mark Jenkins Feb. 37
religion Fe: are two great religions about to 

trigger nuclear war?
gerald Flurry sept. 1

can People of all religions be saved? mark Jenkins sept. 32
christ and a cappuccino Philip nice Jan. 22
Fe: do we attack other religions? gerald Flurry aug. 1

russia the death of russian democracy brad macdonald Jan. 11
ww: Putin on the Fritz? July 13

  Key:  bw = behind the work; cm = commentary; 
Fe = From the editor; sw = societywatch; ww = worldwatch
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alabama
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alaska
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arizona
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arkansas
Fayetteville-rogers-springdale, Fort 
smith, Jonesboro

California
bakersfield, chico, redding, eureka, 
los angeles, monterey-salinas, Palm 
springs, sacramento, san Francisco, 
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Colorado
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Connecticut
hartford

delaware
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florida
gainesville, Jacksonville, miami, 
orlando, Panama city, tallahassee, 
thomasville, tampa, west Palm 
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Georgia
albany, augusta, brunswick, colum-
bus, macon, savannah

hawaii 
honolulu, oahu, maui, molokai, lanai

Idaho 
boise, idaho Falls-Pocatello, twin Falls
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Indiana
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Iowa
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tin, sioux city 

Kansas
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arney, topeka

Kentucky
bowling green, lexington, louisville, 
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maine
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massachusetts
boston, springfield-holyoke 
michigan
alpena, detroit, grand rapids, lan-
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minnesota
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mississippi
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west Point, greenwood-greenville, 
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Quincy-hannibal-Keokuk, st. Joseph

montana
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nevada
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new york
albany, binghamton, buffalo, elmira, 
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terton 

north Carolina
asheville, Fayetteville-lumber 
bridge, greensboro, greenville, new 
bern-washington, raleigh-durham, 
wilmington 
north dakota
Fargo-valley city, minot-bismarck-
dickinson

ohio
cleveland, lima, wheeling-steuben-
ville, Zanesville

oklahoma
lawton, oklahoma city, tulsa 
oregon
bend, eugene, medford-Klamath 
Falls, Portland
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rhode Island
Providence 
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charleston, Florence-myrtle beach, 
greenville, spartanburg 
south dakota
rapid city, sioux Falls (mitchell) 
tennessee
Jackson, Knoxville, memphis, nashville

texas
abilene-sweetwater, amarillo, aus-
tin, beaumont-Port arthur, corpus 
christi, dallas, harlingen-weslaco-
brownsville, houston, laredo, lub-
bock, odessa-midland, san angelo, 
san antonio, sherman-ada, tyler-
longview, victoria, wichita Falls

utah
salt lake city

virginia
charlottesville, harrisonburg, norfolk, 
roanoke 

washington d.C. 
washington
spokane, yakima-Pasco-richland-
Kennewick

west virginia
bluefield-beckley-oak hill, charles-
ton, clarksburg-weston, Parkersburg 
wisconsin
la crosse-eau claire, milwaukee, 
wausau-rhinelander

wyoming
casper-riverton, cheyenne-scotts-
bluff 

c a n a d a
nationwide satellite, cable 
ontario 

l a t i n  a m e r i c a
argentina, brazil, Chile, Colombia 
el salvador, Guatemala, honduras, 
mexico, Panama, venezuela 

c a r i B B e a n
aruba, bahamas, belize, Cuba, 
dominican republic, Grenada, haiti, 
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e u r o p e
malta 

a f r i c a / a S i a
Philippines nationwide, south africa 

a u S t r a l i a / 
n e W  Z e a l a n d
adelaide, south australia; Perth, 
western australia; tasmania; new 
Zealand nationwide 
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online, or download transcripts.
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