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P resident Vladimir Putin of Russia has some deeply 
emotional views about the recent history of Yugoslavia. 
And on this subject, his words are very compelling.

Yugoslavia was aligned with the Soviet Union for 
a time after World War ii. The alignment didn’t last long, and 
Yugoslav-Soviet relations in the Cold War era were often rocky; 
however, when Mikhail Gorbachev came to power in the Soviet 
Union in 1985, they improved greatly. But that came to an end in 
the early 1990s when the Soviet Union broke up.

President Putin’s takeover of Crimea has Eastern Europe 
frightened and the Western world upset. But he explained his 
actions in an extremely revealing statement during an address to 
the Russian Federation on March 18 that we must examine.

Here is what Putin said: “As it declared independence and decided 
to hold a referendum, the Supreme Council of Crimea referred to 
the United Nations Charter, which speaks of the right of nations to 
self-determination. Incidentally, I would like to remind you that 
when Ukraine seceded from the ussr it did exactly the same thing, 
almost word for word. Ukraine used this right, yet the residents of 
Crimea are denied it. Why is that?” He is talking about Crimea’s 
vote on March 16 to secede from Ukraine and become part of Russia. 
You can read more about this in my article on page 10 of this issue.

President Putin has labeled the breakup of the Soviet Union “the 
greatest geopolitical catastrophe of the century.” He is still angry 
about that and is clearly trying to reconstruct that empire, of which 
Ukraine was a part. But something else fills him with wrath as well.

He continued: “Moreover, the Crimean authorities referred to 
the well-known Kosovo precedent—a precedent our Western 
colleagues created with their own hands in a very simi-
lar situation—when they agreed that the unilateral separation 
of Kosovo from Serbia, exactly what Crimea is doing now, was 
legitimate and did not require any permission from the country’s 
central authorities” (emphasis mine throughout).

He is referring to what happened to Yugoslavia. What hap-
pened there, and why is he so upset about it? 

From the early 1990s through the early part of 2000, the United 
States used its power and ultimately its military to dismantle Yugo-
slavia! And it did so at the behest of Germany. America and Ger-
many would like to forget that history as it really happened, but 
Vladimir Putin has not forgotten. What occurred there is etched 
in his memory and enrages him to this day. 

A Double Standard?
Putin continued by saying this about Kosovo: “Pursuant to Article 
2, Chapter 1 of the United Nations Charter, the UN International 

Court agreed with this approach and made the following com-
ment in its ruling of July 22, 2010, and I quote: ‘No general prohibi-
tion may be inferred from the practice of the Security Council with 
regard to declarations of independence,’ and, ‘General international 
law contains no prohibition on declarations of independence.’” 

He then quoted another official document: the Written State-
ment of the United States of America, April 17, 2009. This was sub-
mitted to the same UN International Court in regards to Kosovo: 

“Declarations of independence may, and often do, violate domes-
tic legislation. However, this does not make them violations of 
international law.” 

Putin explained that the U.S. “wrote this, disseminated it all 
over the world, had everyone agree, and now they are outraged. 

Over what? The actions of Crimean people completely fit in 
with these instructions, as it were. For some reason, things 
that Kosovo Albanians (and we have full respect for them) were 
permitted to do, Russians, Ukrainians and Crimean Tatars in 
Crimea are not allowed. Again, one wonders why.

“We keep hearing from the United States and Western Europe 
that Kosovo is some special case. What makes it so special in the 
eyes of our colleagues? It turns out that it is the fact that the con-
flict in Kosovo resulted in so many human casualties.” 

Putin is right about that. Kosovo was tied to Serbia when the 
U.S. supported its breakaway. He is also right that American-led 
military intervention against Serbia—the leading state of Yugo-
slavia—led to many casualties.

‘The Rule of the Gun’
Putin’s next statement was aimed even more directly at the United 
States, and it is astounding. “Our Western partners, led by the 
United States of America, prefer not to be guided by international 
law in their practical policies, but by the rule of the gun.” 

America, he said, is led by the rule of the gun! And in 
this case he is right!

Yugoslavia was conquered by American military 
power. Under the banner of nato, the United States 
blasted the Serbs to smithereens so Kosovo and other 

The United States used its power 
and ultimately its military to 
conquer Yugoslavia. And it did  
so at the behest of Germany.

FROM THE EDITOR

Putin Remembers  
Yugoslavia

What he remembers should bring shame to America and Germany! BY GERALD FLURRY
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states could break away. It was a terrible attack against the Serbs, 
who were America’s allies in World Wars i and ii!

But the most ominous part of all is that the United States con-
quered the Serbs basically on behalf of Germany—its bitter enemy 
in both world wars! 

For proof that Germany orchestrated the destruction of the 
Serbs and Yugoslavia, it is critical that you request and read my 
free booklet Germany’s Conquest of the Balkans. I hope every sin-
gle one of you will read it. It is a powerful explanation of world 
news and of what happened in Yugoslavia. And it is supported by 
facts—not opinions.

Now Germany controls what used to be Yugoslavia—and the 
entire Balkan Peninsula. It accomplished this feat while hardly even 
using its military; America did the bombing. That is why President 
Putin says America is guided by “the law of the gun.” If you look at 
the facts of what happened in Yugoslavia, you would have to agree.

United States Secretary of State John Kerry accused Russia of 
living in the 19th century and not acting like someone living in 
the 21st century. But I submit to you that the crime against Yugo-
slavia was far worse than that committed by the Russians against 
Crimea. The United States should be ashamed to have done that, 
and then to just bury the true history!

Serbia, the leading state within Yugoslavia, fought on the same 
side as the United States in two world wars. It has suffered terribly 
from German aggression for more than a century. It was our ally, 
and then we turned around and bombed it into defeat! 

Why did we do that? Because we were unwilling to stand up to 
Germany—the very nation that wrought such destruction against 
us and much of the world by starting two world wars! 

Anyone can see something is terribly wrong with 
America’s logic! 

I challenge you to look honestly at the history Putin is cit-
ing and determine whether he is right! What was America doing 
bombing the country that was our ally in World Wars i and ii? 

Then we gave Yugoslavia and the entire Balkan Peninsula over 
to the very nation that started the two world wars and was Amer-
ica’s bitter enemy.

Germany was the first country to perceive and demonstrate 
the depth of America’s broken will. Vladimir Putin also under-
stands our horrendous weakness in foreign policy. He is going to 
exploit it as the Germans did.

Russia Has Not Forgotten
Here is more of what Putin said during his speech: “To make 
this aggression look legitimate, they force the necessary reso-
lutions from international organizations, and if for some reason 
this does not work, they simply ignore the UN Security Council, 
and the UN overall. 

“This happened in Yugoslavia. We remember 1999 very well. 
It was hard to believe, even seeing it with my own eyes, 
that at the end of the 20th century, one of Europe’s capitals, Bel-
grade [capital of Serbia], was under missile attack for several 
weeks, and then came the real intervention. Was there a UN Secu-
rity Council resolution on this matter, allowing for these actions? 
Nothing of the sort.” 

Russia, a UN Security Council member that holds veto power, 
was extended no opportunity to give its input on what should 

GERMANY CONQUERS THE BALKANS
• 1914-1945 | World War I and World War II: The Serbs ally with America 

against Nazi Germany. Croatia (and many Slovenians) support Berlin.

• June 1991 | Croatia and Slovenia proclaim independence from 
Yugoslavia. Civil war ignites.

• December 1991 | Germany recognizes the independence of Croatia 
and Slovenia. Pope John Paul II quickly follows Berlin’s lead. The U.S., 
UN and most of Europe strongly oppose Germany’s decision. The UN 
decides to concede and backs away from confrontation with Germany.

• Jan. 15, 1992 | European leaders cave in to Berlin. The U.S. follows 
suit. Croatia and Slovenia are effectively under German control. 

• 1992-early 2000s | The U.S. and NATO lend political and even military 
power to Germany's cause against Yugoslavia and the Serbs.  

• 1997 | Germany fights its World War enemy, the Serbs, by supporting 
Albanian guerillas (the Kosovo Liberation Army). The U.S. leads NATO 
against its own longtime ally, Serbia. 

• March 1999 | For the first time since World War II, German fighter 
pilots go to war. Alongside U.S. and NATO forces, they attack Serbs. The 
UN Security Council never approved the violent intervention. 

• June 1999 | The NATO military campaign ends, Serb troops withdraw 
from Kosovo, and the Balkans are effectively under control of the 
German-led EU. 

• May 2004 | Slovenia becomes full member of the European Union, 
solidifying Germany’s power there.

• July 2013 | Croatia becomes full member of the EU, solidifying 
Germany’s power there.
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happen in Yugoslavia. The Russians have not forgotten that! 
Do you think they will now accept our input on their takeover 

of Crimea, which is mostly inhabited by Russians? 
When Putin says Russians “remember 1999,” he’s saying that 

they have deep emotions about it to this day. That rage still burns 
within Vladimir Putin. He has a lot of power and a strong mem-
ory about what happened in Yugoslavia.

On March 19, Courcy’s Intelligence Brief highlighted the same 
sentiment: “It is a mystery as to why Western policy makers 
did not understand the resentments that had been build-
ing up in Moscow and that Ukraine represented a red line for 
Russia.” It is a mystery why the West doesn’t understand why 
the Russians were so infuriated by what happened in Yugoslavia.

“These resentments and fears are genuine, not con-
cocted,” Courcy continued, “and they have been signaled 
for a long time. The only surprise is that the West seems to have 
been surprised by the Kremlin’s actions over Crimea.” Western 
leaders and analysts may have been surprised by what happened. 
We at the Trumpet were not.

Are you willing to examine President Putin’s accusation objec-
tively? The facts are terribly condemning.

A German Plan
The Serbs see clearly that Germany was behind the breakup of 
Yugoslavia. Slovenia and Croatia wanted to break away in the 
1990s. Initially, most of Europe, the United Nations and the United 
States were against that because they knew it would cause ter-
rible problems. But Germany (and the Vatican) recognized and 
strongly supported Slovenia and Croatia. And against the rest of 
the world, the will of Germany prevailed. Croatia’s breakaway 
led to civil war. Then Germany managed to get America 
and nato to do the dirty work!

Warren Christopher, the United States secretary of state at the 
time, said that “the Germans bear a particular responsibility” for 
the Yugoslav civil war. But he was quickly silenced! And no leader 
in our government has made such a statement since. 

In Germany’s Conquest of the Balkans, I wrote: “How could this 
happen without an outcry of alarm from the rest of the world?”

The U.S. wants this history of how Germany manipulated us to 
be forgotten. Germany now has almost full control of the whole 
Balkan Peninsula on the Adriatic Sea, leading right out into the 

Mediterranean, where Bible prophecy indi-
cates it has much greater ambitions.

The front cover of our June 2002 Phila-
delphia Trumpet had a map of Yugoslavia 
with this headline: “First Victim of World 
War iii.” We expanded this powerful cover 
story into the booklet because it was so 
important.

At the time, German leaders were 
crying out that the Serbs were com-
mitting genocide—trying to destroy 

whole races of people. Almost every one of those 
statements long ago proved to be lies! That is the truth! 

German Defense Minister Volker Rühe pressed for a firm 
deadline to deploy the military into Yugoslavia as quickly as 
possible. He said the Serbs were running concentration camps See YUGOSLAVIA page 24 ³

What is wrong with American 
foreign policy when Germany 
can single-handedly bend us and 
much of the world to its will? 

and ordering mass killings. He emphasized that the nations 
involved needed to avoid a situation where the Russians 
could veto the war. He went on to say that when nato needs 
to do something, we don’t need to look to Russia for sup-
port—just do it! And he convinced America, the rest of 
Europe and the UN that that’s the way it should be. 

The Russians remember that. Vladimir Putin knows what really 
happened there. He just doesn’t talk about Germany as much 
because he knows it was America’s power that shattered Yugo-
slavia in the end.

What is wrong with American foreign policy when Germany 
can single-handedly bend us (and much of the world) to its will? 
What weakness there is in America! 

This is a startling fulfillment of the curse God warns of in 
Leviticus 26:19. God promised that He would “break the pride of 
[our] power”—and so He has! When you know that God is cursing 
our power because of our sins, it becomes clear how we 
shift so dramatically—from disagreeing with Germany 
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AN IGNOMINIOUS GIFT  
U.S. Admiral Gregory Johnson relinquishes 
the NATO flag to German KFOR commander 
Gen. Holger Kammerhoff in 2003. 
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Who gave the federal government per-
mission to turn the land of the free into a 
police state? 

No One Is Immune
A year ago, Director of National Intelli-
gence James Clapper was called in to testify 
before Congress. America wanted to know: 
Is the nsa indiscriminately spying on peo-
ple without suspicion, and without a judge’s 
warrant? Clapper denied it. He was asked 
point-blank: “[Could you] give me a yes or 
no answer to the question, does the nsa col-
lect any type of data at all on millions or 
hundreds of millions of Americans?” 

“No, sir.”
“It does not?”
“Not wittingly.”
It was a premeditated, bold-faced lie. 
But what does the nsa care about 

what Congress thinks? In January it was 
revealed that the nsa was spying on Con-
gress too, and America’s elected represen-
tatives didn’t have a clue.

In a December ruling that described the 
nsa’s action as “almost Orwellian,” Judge 
Richard Leon wrote: “I cannot imagine a 
more ‘indiscriminate’ and ‘arbitrary’ inva-
sion than this systematic and high-tech 
collection and retention of personal data 
on virtually every single citizen for pur-
poses of querying and analyzing it with-
out prior judicial approval …. Surely, such 
a program infringes on ‘that degree of 

privacy’ that the Founders enshrined in 
the Fourth Amendment.” 

Yet the surveillance goes on.  
On March 11, Sen. Dianne Feinstein 

accused the Central Intelligence Agency 
of spying on members of the Senate Intel-
ligence Committee and hacking their com-
puters.  

“I don’t know about you, but I’m worried,” 
Kentucky Sen. Rand Paul told students at 
the University of California–Berkeley on 
March 19. “If the cia is spying on Congress, 
who exactly can or will stop them?”

The president? 
When running for election, then-Sen. 

Barack Obama campaigned against this 
exact kind of government intrusion that 
began under President George W. Bush. 
The nation reflexively looked to him. 

In January, at the height of the phone 
spying scandal, the leader of what he has 
called“the most transparent administration 
in history” asked Americans once more to 
trust him. President Obama promised to do 
everything in his power to reform the nsa. 
His proposals “should give the American 
people greater confidence that their rights 
are being protected,” he said, “even as our 
intelligence and law-enforcement agencies 
maintain the tools they need to keep us safe.” 

Within that context he recommended 
two things: The nsa should get permission 
from a Foreign Intelligence Surveillance 
Act (fisa) court before accessing phone 

Is the  
Government  
Reading Your E-mail? And will it stop there?  

BY ROBERT MORLEY

A merica’s government 
wants to protect you—from 
foreign aggressors, terror-
ists, domestic extremists, 
online scam artists and 
other dangers. To do that, 

it wants to log every phone call you make, 
track most of what you do online and even 
record every time you drive your car.

Is this what America was supposed to 
be? Doesn’t the Constitution protect against 
such intrusive government behavior?

On February 27, the Guardian revealed 
that the U.S. National Security Agency 
(nsa) and Britain’s Government Communi-
cations Headquarters (gchq) had secretly 
captured and stored the webcam images 
of millions of ordinary American Internet 
users not suspected of any crime. They are 
accumulating the images for future use. 

Use for what?
This follows last year’s revelation that 

the nsa collected and stored data (not 
the contents) from every single phone 
call—domestic or international—made in 
the United States during the last five 
years. And that it was building a massive 
new operation to do the same with e-mails 
and even Web-browsing activity.

The government enacted this enormous 
intrusion into citizens’ private lives quietly 

and without public debate. If not 
for a whistle-blower, it would still 
be secret. 
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records, and the nsa should no longer store 
phone records for so long. 

The fisa courts are not new. The nsa 
already goes to fisa judges to get authori-
zation to spy on people (just not to collect 
phone metadata). The problem is that fisa 
judges almost always give permission. Not 
once in the past three years has a fisa judge 
denied an nsa request. Since first being 
instituted, the court  has only turned down 
11 requests—out of nearly 40,000. This is 
not a court; it is a rubber stamp.  It is no 
advocate for the public. President Obama 
knows that. Nothing has changed. Secret 
government spies still secretly ask for per-
mission to spy from unaccountable judges, 
who make their rulings in secret.

The president’s second recommenda-
tion—putting a stop to storing the phone 
records of Americans who are not suspected 
of any crime—should be a slam dunk. What 
possible justification could there be to 
secretly collect and store personal informa-
tion from Americans who have done noth-
ing wrong—and for five years? Now that the 
world knows about this obviously unpop-
ular and clearly unconstitutional practice, 
who would keep this program running? 
Yet, despite the months that have passed 
since President Obama said he would stop 
this domestic spying, it continues. Federal 
employees and their contractors continue 
collecting data on your phone calls.

In fact, according to the Wall Street 
Journal, the White House has now asked 
for special court approval to allow the nsa 
to store phone records for even longer. 

Don’t Worry, It’s All Legal
While the nsa phone scandal has gotten 
plenty of attention, in some ways its web-
cam peeping should be getting even more.

We now know that video from Ameri-
cans was being collected and stored with 
the nsa’s blessing by Britain’s gchq as far 
back as 2008, at least. This is personal 
video of people talking to their friends 
and family, consulting their lawyers, con-
ducting business conferences and so on. 
That’s right—an American federal agency, 
chartered to protect Americans, permit-
ted a foreign government to spy on them. 
According to documents recently made 
public by whistle-blower Edward Snowden, 
in one six-month period, gchq cataloged 
webcam imagery from 1.8 million different 
users just from Yahoo. 

But the story gets even more troubling. 
The Snowden files also indicate that 

the nsa and gchq are running that data 
against facial recognition technology to 
build a searchable digital database that can 
identify Web users who might otherwise 
remain anonymous. They are also working 
with social media networks like Facebook 
to gain as many picture profiles as possible.   

The goal? To be able to know who said 
what when, where and to whom for every 
person using the Internet. With the rapid 
advancement of computing technology, 
this is feasible. 

Senators Ron Wyden, Mark Udall and 
Martin Heinrich called the nsa/gchq 
actions “a breathtaking lack of respect 
for the privacy and civil liberties of law-
abiding citizens.” But the nsa says don’t 
worry; everything is strictly legal. And it is 
all done in order to keep America safe. We 
will only use this information on bad guys. 

Feel safer?

Smile: You’re on Camera
The Department of Homeland Security 
(dhs) doesn’t want to be left behind in the 
domestic spying business either. In February 
it requested quotes for building a national 
automatic license plate reader database. 

Police departments nationwide are 
rapidly expanding automatic license plate 
scanner databases to track vehicles in real 
time. Drive past a traffic light camera, and 
your license plate gets scanned. Cross a 
major bridge, and your plate gets scanned. 
Have a police car pull in behind you, get 
scanned again. Enter a major freeway, ditto. 

Individual police departments are using 
this technology to flag cars that are stolen 
and to help identify fugitives. But the ram-
ifications for privacy rights are troubling, 
and the potential for abuse is alarming.  

Because so many license scanners are in 
circulation, some city police forces can track 
you almost anywhere you drive—in real 
time—and store those records indefinitely. 
Use of these scanners is limited not by rea-
sonable suspicion or probable cause but, as 
one police department put it, “is only limited 
by the officer’s imagination.” According to 
the aclu, police forces like Jersey City’s store 
the data for five years. Others have no stated 
policy on how long they archive the data. 

Now dhs wants to create a national 
database capable of tracking the movement 
of any vehicle anywhere across the country. 

And if it is anything like the other three-let-
ter government agencies, it too will want to 
store that information for as long as it can. 

There is even talk of expanding the pro-
gram to include photos from traffic light 
cameras and security cameras to mesh 
the national automatic license plate reader 
database with facial recognition technology. 

So the next time you go out for a drive, 
smile, you may be on camera—and stored 
in some dhs database. 

Should You Be Worried?
For the first time in a decade, the majority 
of Americans are more concerned about 
the government spying on them than 
about potential terrorist attacks, accord-
ing to a Pew Research poll from last July. 
Growing numbers of people from both 
parties are worried.

Can you blame them? Technology is 
now so pervasive that you can’t go any-
where or do anything without a govern-
ment agency knowing about it. Carry your 
cell phone (turned on or off), and the nsa 
is tracking it. Swipe a credit card, and the 
nsa can track that too. Write an e-mail, 
and the federal government may have it. 
Play an online video game, and the govern-
ment can record your chats. Go for a drive, 
and an unseen camera may be capturing 
your license plate and possibly 
tagging you inside using facial 
recognition software. Board a IV
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The government 
can track your …
Phone call data The NSA collected and 

stored data from every single phone call—
domestic or international—made in the 
U.S. during the last five years.

E-mails The NSA is building a massive new 
operation to do the same with all e-mail.

Internet use Ditto for Web-browsing.  
The NSA “touches” some 19 petabytes of 
Internet traffic data each day, about 126 
times more than the data volume of total 
daily Facebook uploads.

Webcam imagery Personal video imagery 
is being indiscriminately collected. In one 
six-month period, the NSA recorded and 
catalogued webcam imagery from 1.8  
million Yahoo users.

Car travel Police departments nationwide 
use automatic license plate scanners, 
placed at traffic lights, bridges and 
freeways to track vehicles in real time.
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plane, Interpol knows and has your pic-
ture. Search for “pressure cooker” on 
Google, and if your spouse happens to 
have Googled “backpacks” a couple min-
utes earlier, you might get a visit from the 
police, as a couple living in Suffolk County, 
New York, found out. Call a friend in Can-
ada—and the nsa can legally record all 
your communications for a week without 
even having to ask for a warrant. 

On March 21, the Washington Examiner 
revealed that the military operates a huge 
national database that targets and tracks 
civilian data. It works with federal, state 
and local police databases to keep track of 
everything from parking tickets and minor 
fender-benders to pawn shop records and 
field information cards filled out by offi-
cers even when no crime has occurred. 
This formerly obscure database, known 
as the Law Enforcement Information 
Exchange (LinX), contains more than 506 
million law enforcement records linking 
names to other personal information. It is 
fully searchable—and run by the military.  

The websites you visit, the friends you 
have on Facebook, the tweets you post, the 
personal calls you make, where you drive 
after work—according to the government 
in none of these can you have a reasonable 
expectation of privacy. Your personal life 
can be recorded in a government database 
for future reference. 

It’s a “dystopian nightmare,” says Sena-
tor Paul. “I perceive fear of an intelligence 
community drunk with power, unrepen-
tant and uninclined to relinquish power. 

… I am honestly worried, concerned about 
who is truly in charge of our government.”

Edward Snowden said in 2012 that while 
he contracted for the government, “I, sit-
ting at my desk,” could “wiretap anyone, 
from you or your accountant, to a federal 
judge or even the president, if I had a per-
sonal e-mail.” 

How hard is it to get someone’s e-mail? 
And why do little-known government con-
tractors have such power at their fingertips?

Sadly, Orwell ’s classic 1984 aptly 
describes America today: “You had to live—
did live, from habit that became instinct—
in the assumption that every sound you 
made was overheard, and, except in dark-
ness, every movement was scrutinized.” 

Is this the kind of country 
we want? Already, government-
appointed “experts” working in 

conjunction with the president have the 
authority to assassinate Americans over-
seas—as long as they are deemed a threat 
to America. The “threat” doesn’t even have 
to be immediate. And again: There is no 
judicial oversight, no legal defense, no trial 
by jury and certainly no public debate. Just 
a drone, a missile and a funeral.  

What Is America Becoming? 
There may be some outcry, but by and large, 
people are being conditioned to accept 
grave abuses of their most fundamental 
rights. As it gains more and more latitude, 
the executive office is circumventing Con-
gress and refusing to protect or enforce the 
Constitution. 

Last year, President Obama came under 
serious criticism for using drones to kill 
American citizens without trials, but 
also because that precedent drastically 
expanded his grip on power. Perhaps many 
or even most of the people being targeted 
by agents at the nsa and other law enforce-
ment agencies are actually threats to the 
U.S. But the larger problem is that these 
agencies are expanding rapidly under an 
administration that actually disdains the 
law that it is sworn to uphold! 

America’s leadership continues to 
f lout the Constitution, and few people 
are speaking out. Many think of Ameri-
ca’s founding document as outdated. Yet 
what most people don’t understand is that 
there is no freedom without law. Without 
the Constitution, without rule of law, soci-
ety will always produce tyranny. 

“Do you realize how deadly dangerous 
this trend of lawlessness is?” writes Gerald 
Flurry in his booklet America Under Attack. 

“Very few people do. But it gives profound 
insight into the real nature of the threat 
facing America today.”

Throughout most of its history, Amer-
ica has enjoyed a level of freedom unpar-
alleled in the human experience. We have 
not suffered the turmoil that many other 
nations have. As a result, people are oblivi-
ous to what is really happening around us. 
Most think the American experience is the 
norm. They don’t know what it is like to 
live in much of the rest of the world. And 
they don’t see the danger in giving up their 
constitutional freedoms. They say things 
like: “I know the government is spying on 
me, but what does it matter as long as I am 
not breaking the law?”

This is a misguided and terribly naive 
mindset. We are not living in God’s world. 
There is a lot of evil in this world. There 
are Hitlers and Stalins and Charlemagnes 
ruthlessly enslaving people—even today. 
That is reality. As Winston Churchill said, 
the history of man is the history of war. 

“[G]overnment tyranny is routine 
in human history,” writes Mr. Flurry. 

“Let’s not be naive and think something like 
that could never happen here. Our forefa-
thers weren’t stupid. They wanted to guar-
antee Americans’ freedom. They really 
knew that God was a God of freedom; He 
wants us to be free. That’s a gift from God, 
and they understood that!” Such think-
ing formed the foundation of the free-
doms they enshrined in the Constitution. 
The authors of that document understood 
human nature far better than we do today, 
and wanted to protect against the extremes 
of human reason. They did that by creat-
ing a Constitution that was based to a great 
extent on God’s law. 

“That is why I believe it is the most noble 
document ever written by a government of 
this world,” continues Mr. Flurry.  

Yet today, that Constitution—and along 
with it, the rights and freedoms of Amer-
icans—is being destroyed. If Congress 
cannot or will not rein in America’s spy 
agencies, there isn’t much protection left 
against a president becoming a tyrant. 

This shocking development in a free 
society is also significant prophetically. Mr. 
Flurry’s booklet explains how. To under-
stand the vicious attack being waged 
against the Constitution in this nation, and 
the spiritual reality behind the erosion of 
America’s freedoms, you need the perspec-
tive provided by biblical prophecy. If you 
haven’t yet, request and read Gerald Flur-
ry’s free booklet America Under Attack.  Q

Land of the free?
Find out what is behind the 
radical changes in the U.S. 

Order our free booklet 
American Under Attack.

CITRON SM
URF
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The ‘Spectacular’  
Big-Bang Discovery
Is this the black eye for creationism  
that many say it is? BY JEREMIAH JACQUES

out comes from the Hebrew natah, which 
means to stretch or spread; it can mean to 
extend in every direction. Scripture refers to 
the heavens in this way a total of 11 times, 
by the pen of five different biblical writers: 
Job, David, Isaiah, Jeremiah and Zechariah.

“Based on observable evidence, scientists 
believe there was an initial rapid stretch-
ing out of cosmic material—and there has 
been an ongoing expansion ever since. 
God’s revelation in Scripture seems to 
corroborate that view. Four verses (Isaiah 
45:12; 48:13; Jeremiah 10:12; 51:15) use a form 
of natah that literally means the action was 
completed some time ago. Seven instances 
use a form of the verb natah that implies 
continual or ongoing stretching (Job 9:8; 
Psalm 104:2; Isaiah 40:22; 42:5; 44:24; 51:13; 
Zechariah 12:1). Both of these aspects of this 
stretching can be seen in Isaiah 40:22, which 
says that God ‘stretcheth out the heavens as 
a curtain, and spreadeth them out as a tent 

to dwell in.’ Stretches out comes from natah 
and implies something continuing today ….”

There is no disagreement between accu-
rate science and true religion! 

University of Chicago cosmolo-
gist Michael Turner, like most scientists, 
acknowledges that human theories are 
inherently limited. “If inf lation is the 
dynamite behind the big bang, we’re still 
looking for the match,” he said.

Theories such as big bang and inflation 
don’t even attempt to explain the origin of 
matter. Matches don’t spontaneously come 
into existence, neither do they light them-
selves. Despite amazing findings like the 
discovery of those cosmic markings, science 
remains without a match or a match lighter. 
Without a Designer, a Creator, a Maker who 
can make the match and light it, you still 
have no big bang and no universe. Q

S cientists announced on March 
17 that they have discovered fasci-
nating markings in the sky. These 
ripples in the fabric of space time, 

they say, provide the first direct proof that 
the universe underwent a brief, stagger-
ingly rapid expansion immediately fol-
lowing the big bang.

“Our universe burst into existence in an 
event known as the big bang 13.8 billion 
years ago,” nasa’s Jet Propulsion Labora-
tory declared on its website. “Moments later, 
space itself ripped apart, expanding expo-
nentially in an episode known as inflation.”

This inflation apparently would have 
happened much faster than the speed of 
light, likely leaving cosmic “stretch marks.” 
Now scientists believe they have discovered 
those marks. The discovery is being hailed 
as “spectacular,” a “smoking gun for infla-
tion,” and “bigger than the Higgs boson.” 
There’s already talk of a Nobel Prize.

Though the findings don’t prove the 
big-bang theory, they lend heaps of cred-
ibility to it, according to many scientists. 
CalTech theoretical physicist Sean Car-
roll said, “Other than finding life on other 
planets or directly detecting dark mat-
ter, I can’t think of any other plausible 
near-term astrophysical discovery more 
important than this one for improving our 
understanding of the universe.” 

“It’s mind-boggling to go looking for 
something like this and actually find it,” 
said the University of Minnesota’s Clem 
Pryke, co-leader of the project. “This has 
been like looking for a needle in a hay-
stack, but instead we found a crowbar.”

Many also say that crowbar 
smacks a shiny black eye onto anyone 
who believes the universe was cre-
ated by an intelligent Being. Really?

Early Documentation
The truth is, this discovery reinforces the 
Holy Bible’s teachings about how God cre-
ated the universe. In fact, the books of the 
Bible are by far the earliest documents ever to 
refer to the universe inflating and expanding. 

“Not until the 20th century did any other 
book—whether science, theology or philos-
ophy—even hint at the universe’s continu-
ous expansion,” astrophysicist Hugh Ross 
wrote in Why the Universe 
Is the Way It Is. That con-
tinuous expansion, ongo-
ing to this day, is not the 
same as the inflation that 
these marks seem to prove, 
but inf lation may well 
have been the initial phase 
of that expansion. And 
the Bible’s account of creation is certainly 
consistent with the inflationary model.

“Scientists first rejected the big-bang 
concept because it seemed too religious,” 
states our booklet Our Awesome Universe 
Potential. “Its echoes of ‘in the beginning’ 
bothered them. … There appears to be 
much solid evidence that the basics of the 
theory are correct. …

“When you study the biblical accounts 
of God creating the universe, the most 
common description is that God ‘stretched 
out’ or ‘spreads out’ the heavens. God ‘cre-
ated the heavens, and stretched them out’ 
(Isaiah 42:5). ‘He stretcheth out the north 
over the empty place, and hangeth the 
earth upon nothing’ (Job 26:7).

“This is highly unusual ter-
minology. What exactly does 
it mean? The phrase spreadeth 

“The best data we have concerning the big 
bang are exactly what I would have predicted 
had I had nothing to go on but the five books of 
Moses, the Psalms and the Bible as a whole.”

ARNO PENZIAS
NOBEL LAUREATE IN PHYSICS, IN 1978
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I t’s an intriguing paradox of recent 
times: While the vast majority of people 
do not believe in Satan the devil, there 
is an insatiable interest in demons, 

magic, possession, supernatural powers, 
witchcraft, vampires and zombies. Occult 
themes dominate popular prime-time tele-
vision shows and young adult literature. 

“[M]ore and more smart, savvy and usu-
ally cynical 18-to-30-year-olds are dab-
bling in the occult,” Newsweek reported, 

“from astrological natal charts and tarot to 
séances and full-moon ceremonies” (Oct. 
24, 2013). Others are going far beyond dab-
bling to literally experimenting with sorcery.

History has seen many occult reviv-
als. Yet this time, as Newsweek states, it 
has become “a crossover hit, going main-
stream.” Not many are expressing concern. 
You don’t hear much about it on your eve-
ning news. Yet everyone, especially parents, 
should be very concerned. Here is why.

It All Began With Harry
Things occult began to receive mainstream 
acceptance with the release of the Harry Pot-
ter series of books by J. K. Rowling for young 
people. The first installment in the series 
was published in 1997; the seventh and final 
book came in 2007. Rowling has become the 
first and only billionaire author. The popu-
larity of her books has been a phenomenon. 
Translated into 67 languages, over 400 mil-
lion Harry Potter books have sold. Along 
with the books, there has been a wildly suc-
cessful theme park, eight blockbuster films 
and six popular video games. The Harry Pot-
ter brand is estimated to be worth $15 billion.

Criticisms of the series have fallen on 
deaf ears. Most critics are accused of being 
right-wing fundamentalist kooks who 
want to deprive children of innocent plea-
sure. Critics of the critics laud the books 
for motivating children to read. J. K. Row-
ling has defended the books as being 

“highly moral.” Yet the major theme of the 
story is witchcraft. Children and 
young adults who read the series 
learn about demons, werewolves 

Interest in demons and the 
supernatural has gone mainstream. 
Is it harmless fun? BY DENNIS LEAP

It’s Baaaack … the Occult Revival
most popular are The Mortal Instruments, 
Twilight and Graceling Realm. All of these 
series deal with occult themes such as 
demons, vampires and supernatural pow-
ers. Harry Potter unlocked a door that will 
not likely be shut anytime soon. 

So in many ways, we should not be sur-
prised to learn that 18-to-30-year-olds are 
dabbling in the occult. Harry Potter intro-
duced them to it!

It’s Not Normal—It’s Paranormal
Allison Chomet, a 23-year-old in Philadel-
phia, told Newsweek that tarot is “super use-
ful for clarifying my own confused feelings 
about where I’m headed or what I’m doing.” 
Thirty-year-old Martha Windhal, from Los 
Angeles, said that when her life got difficult, 
she turned to tarot and astrology. After she 
graduated from college and couldn’t find a 
job, she began reading tarot professionally. 
Her business has become so successful she 
can pay her living expenses easily. 

When I was in college in the 1970s, tarot 
card readings were hush-hush, done in 
back rooms of homes or apartments in low-
rent districts of town. Today, nearly every-
thing occult has been made to look normal. 
Popular fantasy books, television series, 
movies and video games have desensi-
tized children and parents to the danger-
ous powers lurking behind the occult. 

But people should face reality: Matters 
occult are not normal—they are paranormal. 
Merriam-Webster defines paranormal, “very 
strange and not able to be explained by what 
scientists know about nature and the world.” 

Windhal admitted to Newsweek that 
there is power behind tarot cards. “They’re 
untapped resources when you feel like 
you have a loss of power,” she said. Some 
20-year-olds told Newsweek “they appre-
ciate the supernatural because it’s a non-
denominational method of self-explo-
ration that reminds them that the world 
is both older and bigger than they are.” 
Many college-educated young adults are 
embarrassed by traditional religion, yet a 
growing number consider the spirituality 
associated with the occult as “cool.” Few 
understand the menacing, perilous path 
they are walking down. 

and other monstrous creatures, magic, 
spell casting, levitation, animal sacrifices, 
astral projection, crystal gazing and com-
muning with dead souls. While the books 
seemingly started out innocent—the story 
opens with Harry as an 11-year-old wizard 
(a male witch) misunderstood by his adop-
tive parents—the series grows to explore 
darker themes such as death and obtain-
ing immortality, and becomes more violent 
as Harry grows older. Even publishers were 
concerned the darker themes threatened to 
harm the books’ popularity. Obviously that 
never happened. 

Currently bookstore shelves are filled 
with many new Potter-like fantasy series 
for children and young adults. Among the 
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Evil Never Produces Good
It is no fantasy that there is real power 
behind the occult. However, it is not a power 
for good. It is an organized power with a 
plan to do evil to all caught up in its trap. 

Satan and his demons are real beings 
with a ravenous hatred for God and human 
beings (Isaiah 14:12-14; Revelation 12:12). 
Few today understand their immense 
power. Satan and his demons have been 
cast down to Earth. They can no longer 
travel into the universe (Revelation 12:7-8). 
These evil beings are incapable of doing 
anything good for humans or themselves. 
Being supremely intelligent, they have done 
a masterful job of convincing unsuspect-
ing humans that they do not exist (verse 9). 

Now they are successfully at work to 
entice many to get involved in their secret 
arts. The fruits will never be good. 

Let’s call the occult movement what it 
truly is: a substitute religion. Unfortunately, 
most are blind to the fact that the occult is 
the worship of Satan and his demons. 

There is nothing new here. Mankind 
has been worshiping the devil since our 
creation. Although most today scoff at the 
Bible, this book reveals that Satan is literally 

“the god of this world” (2 Corinthians 4:4). It 
is his personal desire for all human beings 
to worship him. His goal is not to help us; 
rather, his mission is to make human life 
miserable and wretched. In fact, all the hor-
rendous evils threatening our world—the 
massive problems wrecking families; the 
rampant crime, disease, poverty and vio-
lence; the international conflict and war-
fare—can be traced directly back to him. 

“I have had a number of personal experi-
ences with demons through a few demon-
possessed people,” explained Herbert W. 
Armstrong in his must-read book Mystery of 
the Ages. “I have cast out demons through 
the name of Christ and power of the Holy 
Spirit. Some demons are silly, like spoiled 
children. Some are crafty, sharp, shrewd, 
subtile. Some are belligerent, some are 
sassy, some are sullen and morose. But all 
are perverted, warped, twisted.”

Be sure to take the time to read Ephe-
sians 6:12. Although human beings don’t 
see it, we are wrestling with “the rulers 
of the darkness of this world.” They are 
the spark behind all human problems and 
evils. Anybody who gets involved in the 
occult is simply surrendering to the devil 
and his minions.

Close the Door
Don’t even casually dabble in the occult. 
Demon possession is not the stuff of fables. 
It is very real. Using tarot cards or Ouija 
boards, reading fantasy books or watching 
movies that deal with the occult will break 
down the barriers of your mind and open 
the door for problems—even potential 
possession. All parents have the respon-
sibility to protect their children and teens 
from such danger.

This means that parents should screen 
what their children read, what movies their 
children see and what tv programs they 
watch. You may well be seen as old-fash-
ioned and out of touch, but 
your child’s mental and spiri-
tual health should be far more 
important to you than your 
own vanity. 

One critic in support of 
Graceling—a book about Katsa, 
a young girl with special pow-
ers in the art of killing—wrote 
this: “I imagine there may be 
some parents who may be a lit-
tle concerned over the blatant 
sex scenes and Katsa rejecting 
the standard mode of marriage, 
however I think teens are savvy 
enough to think for them-
selves, and parents shouldn’t 
be choosing their teens’ books 
anyway.” Please don’t be influ-
enced by that kind of idiotic reasoning. 
Teens need guidance from parents about 
books, movies, games and tv programs. 
Their young minds are so impressionable. 

Don’t let fantasy book advocates push 
you around. You owe it to your child and 
yourself to close your door to the occult in 
whatever form it comes knocking at your 
house. You can find incredibly exciting, 
intellectually stimulating books for your 
young children and teens far afield from 
the occult fantasy books. My wife and I 
raised our children without such books 
and they became great readers.

God, a great loving Father, warned the 
children of Israel, “When you come into 
the land that the Lord your God is giving 
you, you shall not learn to follow the abom-
inable practices of those nations. There 
shall not be found among you anyone who 

burns his son or his daughter as an offer-
ing, anyone who practices divination or 
tells fortunes or interprets omens, or a sor-
cerer or a charmer or a medium or a nec-
romancer or one who inquires of the dead, 
for whoever does these things is an abom-
ination to the Lord. And because of these 
abominations the Lord your God is driving 
them out before you” (Deuteronomy 18:9-
12; English Standard Version). God did not 
require this to prevent the people of Israel 
from enjoying some innocent pleasure. He 
wanted to protect them from great evil. 

There is much you can do to protect 
yourself from Satan’s onslaught. Accept 

the truth that involvement 
with the occult will open a 
person’s mind to the inf lu-
ence of Satan and his demons. 
The Bible clearly shows that 
these evil spirits want to pos-
sess people. We should be cau-
tious to not open the door of 
our minds to them. Possession 
can also happen as a result 
of taking drugs or allow-
ing intense emotional states 
such as anger to dominate our 
lives (Ephesians 4:26-27). The 
very real danger of demon-
possession was brought to 
light in a recent case in Indi-
ana. Though the media sen-
sationalized the event, the 

facts are plain: Police and medical person-
nel corroborated a family's claims of being 
harassed by demons. Gary, Indiana, police 
Capt. Charles Austin visited the home sev-
eral times. He declined to disclose details 
on the record, but simply said, “I am a 
believer.” Valerie Washington, a family 
case manager working for child protective 
services, investigated the family during the 
ordeal. She said she witnessed several para-
normal occurrences, including an instance 
when the 9-year-old boy walked backward 
up a wall to the ceiling. A nurse in the room 
at the time confirmed the account, saying, 

“There’s no way he could’ve done that.”
Such nightmares can happen—and do. 

That is why everyone should be concerned 
about the revival in the occult. It is going 
to produce great harm. Take fair warning. 
This evil need not come near you. Q

16.1 
Millions of people  
who watched the  

Season 4 premiere 

1 
The show's current rank 
among the coveted age 
18-to-49 demographic 

61 
Number of major  

award nominations  
the show has received
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n  March ,  Russia  invaded 
Ukraine and took over Crimea, a 
republic situated on the Black Sea 
that is of huge strategic importance 
to Russia. 

The move shocked the world. 
Most of all, it shocked Europe. 

In a stroke, Russian President 
Vladimir Putin redrew Ukraine’s borders. 
Just days after Putin accepted the applause 
of the world at the Winter Olympics in 
Sochi, mysterious “gunmen” carrying no 
flags or national markings began taking 
over government buildings in the Crimean 
Peninsula. Before the West realized exactly 
what was happening, Russia had captured 
Crimea without firing a shot. 

Note the amount of fear Russia’s attack 
generated. A March 14 Associated Press 
article said this: “Broken promises of help 
from the West. A tragic history of Russian 
invasion that goes back centuries. A pain-
ful awareness that conflicts in this vola-
tile region are contagious. These are the 

factors that make nations across Eastern 
Europe watch events in Ukraine—and 
tremble” (emphasis mine throughout).

On March 16, Crimea held a referen-
dum—under the watchful eye of unmarked 
gunmen—on whether to join Russia. Mos-
cow claims that 96.8 percent voted in favor 
of union with Russia.

Thus, Russia succeeded in swallowing 
another nation’s sovereign territory—and 
the world did almost nothing. 

This terrifies Eastern Europeans. It is 
the kind of action that many assumed had 
ended forever once the Soviet Union fell.

That AP report continued: “From lead-
ers to ordinary people, there is a palpa-
ble sense of fear that Russia, seemingly 
able to thumb its nose at Western powers 
at will, may seek more opportunities for 
incursions in its former imperial backyard. 
The question many people are asking is: 
Who’s next?”

Ukrainians and Eastern Europeans 
have lived through brutal occupation. 

THE CRIMEAN 
CRISIS IS 
RESHAPING 
EUROPE!

CRISIS TIME LINE
• Nov. 21, 2013 | Vladimir Putin persuades 

Ukrainian President Viktor Yanukovych to 
abandon an EU trade deal.

• December 2013 – February 2014 | Clashes 
in Ukraine include pro-EU groups vs. pro-Russia 
groups; they kill at least 95 and injure 984.

• February 22 | Yanukovych flees the country; 
parliament calls for elections.

• February 27-28 | Pro-Moscow forces 
seize vital buildings in Crimea. The Crimean 
parliament, under siege, appoints a pro-
Russian prime minister.

• March 6 | Crimea’s parliament votes to 
become part of Russia, while the rest of 
Ukraine leans toward Europe. 

• March 16 | In a disputed referendum, 
Crimean voters choose to secede from Ukraine 
and join Russia.

• March 18 | Putin and Crimean leaders sign 
an agreement in Moscow to officially return 
Crimea to Russia.

One of the most dramatic prophecies in 
the Bible is unfolding before our eyes.  
BY GERALD FLURRY

FLASH POINT
Central Kiev continues to burn.
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After they gained their freedom from 
the Soviet Union, Eastern Europeans 
trusted in America. Some of those nations 
became members of nato. Then, they 
watched as Russia began to get aggres-
sive again. They hoped to receive support 
from America, defending them from that 
aggression. But now they see America’s 
will is broken! 

Eastern Europe put its hope in Ameri-
ca’s missile shield. This was an opportunity 
for America to demonstrate its commit-
ment to the region and to prove that if push 
came to shove, Eastern Europe could trust 
Washington to stand up to Russia. But 
America stopped that plan to appease the 
mighty Russian bear. That kind of weak-
ness is now being exploited to the hilt!

Polish Foreign Minister Radoslaw 
Sikorski used to be a great supporter of 
America, making Poland a firm and loyal 
ally. “Before 2011, Sikorski and other lead-
ing Polish politicians were frank about 
their belief that the European Union is 
merely an economic pact and that only 
their alliance with the U.S. could guaran-
tee geopolitical security,” political scientist 
Michal Kuz wrote. “This was the view of 
other cee [Central and Eastern European] 
states as well” (National Review Online, 
Aug. 8, 2012).

That view changed after the missile 
shield didn’t materialize. “After the U.S.’s 
decision to relocate the missile shield, 
the Atlanticist rhetoric that used to mark 
Sikorski’s speeches disappeared from 
them,” Kuz continued. “In response to 

U.S. fickleness, he and [Polish 
Prime Minister Donald] Tusk 
shifted Poland’s diplomatic tone.”

Sikorski himself was transformed from 
the region’s most prominent transatlanti-
cist to its top lobbyist for European inte-
gration. He saw that only German lead-
ership could transform the European 
economic alliance into something more 
meaningful and powerful. Sikorski’s most 
famous speech is probably his November 
2011 call for Germany to “lead” Europe. “I 
will probably be the first Polish foreign 
minister in history to say so, but here it is,” 
he announced: “I fear German power 
less than I am beginning to fear Ger-
man inactivity.”

He made that statement long 
before Russia invaded Ukraine. How 
much greater would be his desire for 
a strong Germany today? How much 
more motivated will Poland and the rest of 
Central and Eastern Europe be? 

This is probably the first Polish foreign 
minister ever to say that he “fears German 
power less than … German inactivity.”

Why should he fear German power?
World War ii began when Germany 

attacked Poland!
Germany has attacked Poland numer-

ous times throughout history and caused 
that nation endless suffering. Much of that 
tribulation was caused by a German-led 
Holy Roman Empire—a church-state com-
bine that has risen up repeatedly to devas-
tate Europe and fill it with 
streams of blood.

Their countries were pulverized during 
World War ii. They know what Russia can 
and will do—and they fear it in a way that 
is hard for us in the West to even imagine. 

How This Is Fulfilling Prophecy
We have been prophesying for around 70 
years that Eastern Europe would become a 
vital part of a new European superpower—
a resurrection of the Holy Roman Empire. 
This prophecy is directly related to the 
Crimean crisis! The fear you see in Europe 
because of events in Crimea is going to 
cause 10 leaders in Europe to unite in a 
sudden and dramatic way—and in precise 
accordance with the Bible’s description of 
that European empire!

In our February edition, I wrote about 
Ezekiel 38:2, which talks about the prince of 
Russia and the trouble he will cause in this 
end time (“Is Vladimir Putin the Prophesied 
‘Prince of Rosh’?” theTrumpet.com/go/11228). 
The way that prophecy is coming to pass 
is having a fierce impact on Europeans far 
more than on any other people in the world. 

That scripture talks about Gog, Meshech 
and Tubal—all prophetic names for Russia—
along with Magog, which includes China. 
Translated correctly, that verse also talks 
about a “‘prince of Rosh, Meshech, and 
Tubal”—a ruler of Russia. Who could that 
be? No politician could fill that role better 
than Vladimir Putin, and I don’t believe 
there is time for any other man of such stat-
ure to rise on the world scene. (Again, if you 
haven’t yet done so, read that article, which 
goes into this subject in much greater detail.)  

That prophesied “prince of Rosh” is a 
powerful man, and he is having a force-
ful effect on Europe. The reaction within 
Europe to this crisis is something you need 
to watch, because it is shaping and molding 
the future composition of the Holy Roman 
Empire! It is making European leaders 
move urgently to tie together this Holy 
Roman Empire that we have been proph-
esying about for so many years.

No Trust in America
Eastern Europe’s history gives those peo-
ple good reason to fear. They suffered 
terribly under evil men like Hitler and 
Stalin. And they have been abandoned 
repeatedly by the West. Britain and 
France shamefully betrayed Czechoslova-
kia in the lead-up to World War ii, effec-
tively turning it over to Hitler. 

“Russia’s Attack Signals Dangerous New Era”
“Russia’s attack on Georgia in August marks the beginning of a 
dangerous new era in history. This was the first military strike of a 
rising Asian superpower—and there will be more! … Will the Georgia 
strike actually spark European unification? Will a crisis occur over 
Ukraine? That area is the breadbasket of Russia, and surely it is willing 
to wage war over that as well. … Watch Europe to see how it responds 
to these dramatic developments in Asia.”  thetrumpet.com/go/5453

“Russia Frightens Europe—and Fulfills Bible Prophecy”
“Russian elections have recently moved President Vladimir Putin much closer to 
becoming a dictator. This strikes intense fear in Europe. ... The Russian election  
is triggering a fear that will hasten the uniting of the European Union. The  
Russian election will cause Germany and other European nations to want  
a stronger leader.”  thetrumpet.com/go/1049

FROM JANUARY 2004

FROM OCTOBER 2008
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Unless you have experienced such attacks 
and deeply understand that history, you 
can’t comprehend the Polish foreign min-
ister’s fears and understand how dramatic 
is the impact of current events on Europe.

Despite all that knowledge of Germany, 
the Polish foreign minister wants Germany 
to have more power!

And, now, he fears Vladimir Putin and 
Russia even more! He has had to choose 
between two fears. This gives you some 
idea of how Europe fears Russia—and 
Eastern Europe fears Russia even more.

Europe’s dreadful fear of Vladimir 
Putin—its next-door neighbor—is going 
to help shape and form the Holy Roman 
Empire rather suddenly. I believe the east-
ern leg could be formed in months.

The terror that Europe has of Russia is 
magnified because it knows America lacks 
the will to help as it did in the past. Amer-
ica has a broken will, and Europe and the 
world know it! That too was prophesied to 
happen (Leviticus 26:19).

A Landmark Prophecy
Herbert W. Armstrong proph-
esied for years that a strong 

European power would emerge that would 
include nations from both east and west 
Europe. He said this while the Iron Curtain 
cut Europe in two and the Soviet Union 
looked invincible. How did he know? 

For the answer, we have to look at a 
landmark prophecy in Daniel 2.  Here 
God showed King Nebuchadnez zar a 
vision of a giant statue representing the 
powerful Gentile empires that would 
rule the world. The image’s head of gold 
was Nebuchadnez zar and his world-rul-
ing empire. Following him came the 
Medo-Persian Empire, signified by the 
chest and arms of silver. Then came the 
belly of bronze, which was Alexander the 
Great and the Greco-Macedonian Empire. 
Finally emerged the mighty Roman 
Empire, symbolized by legs of iron. 

History reveals the significance of the 
two legs, as the Roman Empire was divided, 
with its western capital in Rome and its 
eastern capital in Constantinople (Istan-
bul, Turkey, today). But the symbolism 
goes much further.

The Roman Empire fell in a.d.  476. 
But this prophecy claims to be for 
the “latter days” (Daniel 2:28). Other 

prophecies—especially in Daniel 7 and 
Revelation 13 and 17—reveal in detail what 
was to become of that empire: Ten suc-
cessive governments would grow out of it, 
and the last seven of these would be united 
with a great false church. In this way the 
Roman Empire, symbolized by those two 
legs, would survive right up to the end time. 

You can track the fulfillment of this 
prophecy through history. The centuries 
since have witnessed several leaders like 
Charlemagne, Napoleon and Hitler who, 
time after time, resurrected the Roman 
Empire from the ruins! Since Justinian 
restored it in a.d. 554, there have been six 
resurrections of what is called the Holy 
Roman Empire—the union of church and 
state. That leaves one more to occur before 
the return of Jesus Christ. That resurrec-
tion is now forming very fast. It could be 
fully formed this year or next. 

Ten-Nation Superpower Prophesied
Notice: Though the Roman Empire is rep-
resented in Daniel 2 by legs of solid iron, 
the feet and toes are composed of iron and 
clay (verse 41; you can read more about that 
symbolism in our article on page 14). The 

Until recently, the European 
Union has been a Western-
ers’ club. Former Commu-

nist nations were allowed to join in 
2004, but with little influence. The 
European Parliament and Commis-
sion are in Brussels. The founding 
members of the Union took all the 
top jobs, with some others like 
Britain also given a look-in.

It seemed likely that Poland 
and other newcomers would 
act more like Britain—sticking to 
the outskirts of the EU, securing 
opt-outs and never getting fully 
involved in the endeavor. 

But in recent months, amid 
the tussle over Ukraine, Poland in 
particular has emerged as a seri-
ous European power—not equal to 
Germany, but perhaps on the same 
level as France, Italy, Spain and 
other members of the old guard.

Other Eastern nations have also 
proven to be enthusiastic Europe-
ans. Slovakia and Slovenia quickly 
joined Europe’s currency, the euro. 
Latvia and Estonia both signed up 
even after seeing the mess of the 
Greek bailouts, which exposed the 
common currency’s fundamental 
flaws. The Czech Republic also 
indicated that it would adopt the 
euro within the next few years. 

Eastern Europe’s drive to be at 
the heart of Europe is an important 
shift in world events.

The Rise of Poland
In this Ukrainian crisis, no European 
voice has been louder than Poland’s. 
As violence escalated on the streets 
of Kiev and the bodies began piling 
up, it was Poland and Germany that 
sent their foreign ministers to Kiev to 
forge a deal and end the bloodshed.

Poland’s Radoslaw 
Sikorski and Germany’s 
Frank-Walter Steinmeier 

came up with an agreement and 
got all the leaders sitting around the 
table to sign it. Though the protest-
ers on the street ultimately rejected 
it, it was still a partial diplomatic suc-
cess. The negotiations showed that 

“Poland, for years dismissed as a 
poor relation in the European Union, 
has a place at the top table of Euro-
pean decision-makers, enjoying the 
confidence of EU powerhouse Ger-
many, especially over policy in the 
East,” Reuters wrote (February 24).

“The events in Kiev offer clues 
about the future shape of the 
European Union, and the shifting 
balance of power that has seen 
‘old Europe,’ notably EU co-founder 
France, lose ground to the faster-
growing states that joined the bloc 
after 2004,” it continued.

Poland, Reuters wrote, has 
created “a special role” for itself 

“as Europe’s go-to people for any-
thing related to the bloc’s eastern 
neighbors.”

Europe is impressed. Reuters 
quoted a couple of anonymous 
senior sources praising Sikorski’s 
efforts. The EU was humiliated in 
Ukraine; its soft power was made 
to look impotent in the face of 
threats from Russia. Sikorski’s diplo-
macy allowed it to save some face.

“Whatever role Sikorski’s ap-
peal played in ending the killing, 
Poland’s diplomatic credentials 
have been burnished and could 
be cemented in a coming round 
of appointments to senior jobs in 
Brussels,” noted Reuters (ibid).

Sikorski is a serious contender 
to become the EU’s next foreign 
minister or the head of NATO. Pol-
ish Prime Minister Donald Tusk is in 
the running to replace José Manuel 
Barroso as president of the Euro-
pean Commission. He is not neces-
sarily the frontrunner, but just a 

EUROPE’S EASTERN LEG
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few years ago no one from Poland 
would have even been considered 
for any of these posts.

The East Under Threat
On March 1, Lithuanian Foreign 
Minister Linas Linkevicius in-
voked Article 4 of the North Atlantic 
Treaty, where NATO members must 
meet if “the territorial integrity, po-
litical independence or security” of 
a NATO member is at risk. This pro-
vision has only been invoked four 
other times.

Romanian Foreign Minister 
Titus Corlatean told the Associated 
Press that “there is first of all fear” 
that Russia’s aggression could 
spread. “Romania is extremely 
preoccupied,” he said. 

Foreign Minister Sikorski told 
Der Spiegel on March 10 that it 
was essential that Europe take a 
stronger stand and that Europe 
unite to face the Russian threat. 

“The Americans have done even 

more—by relocating F-15 and F-16 
jets to Eastern Europe,” he said. “In 
contrast to Europe, the U.S. has a 
centralized government. We should 
learn from the current crisis that 
European integration must also 
continue when it comes to security 
policy.” In other words, Europe 
needs to start working on a com-
bined, American-style military. 

Poland is also reconsidering 
its position on the euro. It has 
benefited economically by avoiding 
the single currency and not getting 
caught up in the mess of bailouts 
and economic crises. Its firm posi-
tion used to be that it would not 
join until Europe had sorted these 
problems out. But in the wake of 
Russia’s invasion, Poland’s cen-
tral bank governor, Marek Belka, 
said that Poland should join the 
euro—not for economic reasons, 
but security reasons. Poland, he 
said, needed to be in the “core 
group” within Europe. “Even if the 

economic benefits today 
look modest, we need to 
make the political calcula-
tion as well,” he said. 

Bible prophecy makes it 
clear that several Central and 
Eastern European nations 
will be in the core group of 
Europe. Continue to watch 
as this ancient forecast be-
comes present-day reality. 
 RICHARD PALMER

10 toes of that image represent 10 kings that 
are going to rule in this end time as part 
of this Holy Roman Empire (spoken of in 
Revelation 17:12). 

Following the symbol of the image, 
those 10 toes are divided, probably with 
exactly five on the eastern leg and five 
on the west. This suggests that five of the 
kings that come together to form this Euro-
pean superpower will come from Western 
Europe, and five from Eastern Europe. 

In 1981, Mr. Armstrong wrote: “When 
this Holy Roman Empire does happen, it 
will happen suddenly. So quickly it will 
take your breath! And the whole world will 
gasp in awe and wonder when they see 
the things that are prophesied. For exam-
ple, 10 nations in Europe—probably five 
of them in Western Europe and five in 
Eastern Europe—reviving, resurrecting, 
the so-called Holy Roman Empire of the 
Middle Ages.” Mr. Armstrong prophesied 
this for well over 50 years. 

In April 1952, long before the Soviet 
Union broke up, the Good News magazine, 
with Mr. Armstrong as its editor in chief, 
wrote, “Russia may give East Germany 
back to the Germans and will be forced 

to relinquish her control 
over Hungary, Czechoslo-
vakia and parts of Austria 
to complete the 10-nation 
union.”

Then, in a booklet first published in 
1955, Mr. Armstrong wrote, “Some of the 
Balkan nations are going to tear away from 
behind the Iron Curtain. … Russia proba-
bly will lose still more of her Eastern Euro-
pean satellites.” He said virtually the same 
thing in 1956 and many other times. We 
document all of this history in our booklet 
He Was Right (request a copy, free of charge).

These prophecies of the retreat of the 
Soviet Union and dramatic change in East-
ern Europe have already been fulfilled! 
Now, the eastern leg and even parts of the 
western leg of that empire are really begin-
ning to develop.

The great proof of God’s existence is 
fulfilled prophecy. And there is so much 
prophecy being fulfilled now that man is 
without excuse!

Europe’s Putin
A second major prophecy that Russia’s 
invasion of Ukraine will bring about is 

the arrival of a strongman in Europe. A 
new leader is coming—a kind of Vladimir 
Putin. This is what Europe needs in order 
to bind together, to have the strength and 
unity of purpose needed to confront Russia. 

Daniel 8:23 tells us that “in the latter 
time,” we should expect “a king of fierce 
countenance” to arise in Europe. “And his 
power shall be mighty, but not by his own 
power: and he shall destroy wonderfully, 
and shall prosper, and practise, and shall 
destroy the mighty and the holy people” 
(verse 24). 

Europe’s new fear of Russia is going to 
play a major role in hastening the 
fulfillment of that prophecy!

OVER 2,600 YEARS OF HISTORY AND  
PROPHECY—ALL IN ONE IMAGE

To help etch it in your mind, order our  
brand-new reprint "The Daniel 2 Image."
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Its legs of iron symbolize the divided 
Roman Empire, with nations from  
both Western and Eastern Europe.
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M ore than a few 
people have 
been d is-
appointed 

by Europe’s  feeble 
response to Russia’s bel-
ligerent actions in Ukraine. 
One such person is Karl-Theodor 
zu Guttenberg, Germany’s former defense 
minister and once the most popular politi-
cian in Germany.

In March, as Russia conquered Crimea 
and events in Ukraine spiraled from bad to 
worse, Guttenberg published at least three 
articles criticizing Europe’s response to Rus-
sia’s aggression and outlining his strategy 
for confronting Vladimir Putin. In a March 
12 article in American Interest, Guttenberg 
wrote, “Whereas Russia has acted aggres-
sively and pointedly, Europe now struggles 
to get its footing. This is tragic, as Europe 
has a historic responsibility to get this crisis 
right” (emphasis added throughout).

Guttenberg lamented what he consid-
ers a lack of vision among Europe’s leaders. 

“The EU has more leverage over the situa-
tion than many policymakers seem to think 
they do. The sooner European leaders 
wake up to this reality, the better for 
all concerned,” he wrote. Guttenberg also 
addressed the obvious lack of coordination 
and unity within Europe. He noted how 
even the travel itineraries of Europe’s lead-
ers during the crisis revealed a continent in 
disarray. “Brussels and the member states 
should get back to the highly disciplined 
coordination very quickly,” he warned. “The 
European Union lacks established mecha-
nisms to deal with situations like the near-

outbreak of a war on its borders.”
To Guttenberg, the solu-

tion is clear. Europe needs more 

unification, 
more coordina-

tion, and more lead-
ership from Germany. 

Despite the disarray and lack of 
coordination so obvious in Europe right 
now, Bible prophecy agrees with him and 
says that Europe is going to unite.

Many who look at Europe disagree with 
Guttenberg and with Bible prophecy. They 
see the many conflicting opinions, the 
bureaucracy, the chaos and disunity, and 
conclude that these differences are just too 
great. Can these seemingly divergent views 
on Europe be reconciled? Can Europe—
laden with instability, with conflicting 
national and cultural views and motives—
become the integrated, robust global super-
power that Bible prophecy says it will be?

Daniel’s ‘Shakespearean’ Prophecy
Daniel 2 contains the pillar prophecy 
explaining over 2,600 years of world 
history. In this chapter, the young Jew-
ish prophet recounts a dream that the 
Chaldean King Nebuchadnezzar had in 
the late sixth century b.c. In his dream, 
Nebuchadnezzar saw a towering statue 
comprised of four distinct parts: a head 
of gold; breast and arms of silver; a belly 
of brass; and legs of iron. In verses 36-43, 
God reveals that these successive materi-
als represent four successive world-ruling 
empires: The head of gold represented the 
Babylonian/Chaldean Empire; the chest 
of silver represented the Medo-Persian 
Empire; the belly of brass represented 
Alexander the Great’s Greek Empire of the 
fourth century; finally, the two legs of iron 
pictured the Roman Empire that began in 

31 b.c., which had two capitals—one in 
Rome, the other in Constantinople.

The Daniel 2 image reveals the 
chronological succession of world pow-
ers, beginning with Nebuchadnezzar’s 
Babylonian Empire and concluding 
with the last resurrection of the Holy 
Roman Empire represented by the 
feet of the image. 

Now notice in verses 41-43 the 
description of the feet of this 
image, which symbolize the final 
resurrection of the Holy Roman 
Empire: “And whereas thou 

sawest the feet and toes,  part 
of potters’ clay, and part of 

iron, the kingdom shall be divided; 
but there shall be in it of the strength of the 
iron. … And as the toes of the feet were 
part of iron, and part of clay, so the king-
dom shall be partly strong, and partly bro-
ken. And whereas thou sawest iron mixed 
with miry clay … they shall not cleave one to 
another, even as iron is not mixed with clay.”

William  Shakespeare couldn’t 
have devised a more apt description 
of contemporary Europe.

Written 2,500 years ago, this spectacular 
portrayal of the final manifestation of the 
Roman Empire actually recognizes the 
differences—politically, economically and 
culturally—between the nations that form 
this end-time European superpower. Can 
anyone disagree that modern Europe is 
indeed a continent of iron and clay? Some 
nations, like Germany, are strong and robust. 
Others are weak and fragile. The European 
Union is a mixture of iron and clay, making 
it “partly strong” and “partly broken.” This 
prophecy indicates that, as a result of these 
differences, Europe’s end-time unification 
will occur haltingly, gradually, in fits and 
spurts, with inconvenience and some pain.

Is there a better way to describe Europe 
today, and its response to the dramatic 
events unfolding in Ukraine?

It is based on this prophecy that 
the Trumpet forecasts the emergence of 
this short-lived and crumbly—yet over-
whelmingly powerful, with the “strength 
of iron”—European superstate.

‘Fatal Weaknesses’
Notice what the late Herbert W. Armstrong 
wrote in 1956 about this final resurrection of 
the Roman Empire: “It will possess greater 
military might by far than the Rome of 

EUROPE’S  
IRON-AND- 
CLAY UNITY
Written 2,500 years ago, the book of  
Daniel includes an extraordinarily  
fitting description of end-time  
Europe. BY BRAD MACDONALD

GARY DORNING/TRUM
PET
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old, but it will 
a l s o  i n h e r i t 
f a t a l  w e a k -
n e s se s .  P roph-
ecy symbolizes this 
admixture of never-
equa led mi l itar y 
might and unprec-
e d e n t e d  w e a k-
ness with the apt 
phrase, ‘iron mixed 
with miry clay.’ The 
European nations 
will unite militar-
ily—but they are sus-
picious and envious 
of each other—they 
hate one another.”

Mr.  A r mst rong 
was not ignorant of 
the fundamental dif-
ferences between many 
of Europe’s countries, 
cultures and peoples. He 
understood and consistently 
took into account geopolitics 
and international relations, 
which is partly why he concluded 
that the European states that comprised 
the last resurrection of the Roman Empire 
would be “suspicious and envious of each 
other.” In this sense, Mr. Armstrong, 
decades ago, anticipated and warned of 
the current tumult besieging Europe.

Neither Mr. Armstrong nor  Ger-
ald Flurry  and the  Trumpet  have ever 
taught that Europe would coalesce into 
a long-term and stable power. Rather, we 
have prophesied consistently that while 
Europe will unite, its ties will be weak and 
short-lived, like the bond between clay and 
iron. “[T]he last, final, brief resurrection 
of the ‘Holy Roman Empire’ by 10 Euro-
pean groups or nations” is forming, Mr. 
Armstrong wrote. “[A]nd they shall last 
but a very short space, possibly no more 
than 2 to 3½ years” (Plain Truth, May 1979).

This is truly inspiring when you think 
on it. This prophecy in Daniel was writ-
ten 2,500 years ago, yet it describes pres-
ent-day Europe perfectly. It reconciles the 
seemingly divergent viewpoints about 
Europe espoused today by the Trumpet 
and other analysts. When you understand 
this prophecy, all the disarray and dis-
unity in Europe—made evident by events 
in Ukraine and the ongoing financial 

crises, among other things—does not 
undermine what the Trumpet proph-
esies about European unification: It 
actually reveals the profound accuracy 
of the Bible’s forecast.

It’s breathtaking, really. God didn’t 
just prophesy Europe’s end-time inte-
gration into a superpower: He said this 
European superpower, though possess-
ing the strength of iron, would also be 
inherently fractious and unstable. 

We need to keep this prophecy in 
mind as we watch Vladimir Putin, 
events in Ukraine, and events in 

Europe. Now, Europe appears 
to lack the unity and strength 

to present any sort of united 
front against Russia. While 

Europe’s leaders gather 
for endless meetings 

in which they bicker 
over financial-aid 
packages and the 
language of press 

releases, Putin dis-
patches military helicop-

ters to drop Russian forces in 
Crimea. Expect this to change.

Watch Guttenberg
The Bible reveals that this radical change 
in Europe is going to occur under the lead-
ership of a specific individual. This man, as 
prophecy in Daniel 8 explains, is responsi-
ble—under the sanction of the Vatican—for 
uniting Europe and leading it into end-time 
confrontations with 
major world powers, 
including Iran and 
radical Islam, and 
Vladimir Putin and 
his Eastern armies. 

In verses 23-25 of 
Daniel 8, this man 
is identified as an 
end-time type of 
Antiochus Epiph-
a nies ,  t he cu n-
ning, calloused Greek dictator responsi-
ble for inflicting terrible destruction on 
the Jews and Jerusalem in the second cen-
tury b.c. “And in the latter time of their 
kingdom, when the transgressors are 
come to the full, a king of fierce counte-
nance, and understanding dark sentences, 
shall stand up. And his power shall be 
mighty, but not by his own power: and he 

shall destroy wonderfully, and 
shall prosper, and practise …. 
And through his policy also he shall cause 
craft to prosper in his hand; and he shall 
magnify himself in his heart, and by peace 
shall destroy many ….”

The Trumpet believes that Karl-Theodor 
zu Guttenberg could be the Daniel 8 man. 

Time will tell, but this is a man we need to 
pay close attention to. Guttenberg is differ-
ent from most of Europe’s leaders. Unlike so 
many others, he sees reality, accepts it, and 
isn’t afraid to talk about it openly and hon-
estly. He has a clearer view of human nature 
and the nature of geopolitics. He’s not afraid 
to speak the truth, even when it is politically 
incorrect or a little offensive—even when 
he’s talking about Vladimir Putin. “When 
it comes to the honorable title of Bully of the 
Year, the Russian president surely triumphed 
in 2013,” he wrote in January. 

Guttenberg also appears to be an oppor-
tunist. Notice what he wrote in Time in 
January: “As for Europe, it finally seems 
to recognize that it needs to be capa-
ble of taking care of its own neighbor-
hood. The frozen conflicts in the post-
Soviet space have been ignored for far too 
long. Why did it take a war in Georgia to 
realize that Tbilisi required more assis-
tance from Europe? Russia’s behavior 
toward Ukraine might hand europe 
an opportunity to become more united 
and effective in its foreign policy.”

You don’t see words like that coming 
from many European politicians today! 

We’ve said it in the past and we’ll say 
it again: Watch Baron Karl-Theodor zu 
Guttenberg. Bible prophecy says that 
Europe will soon get its Vladimir Putin, 
and that under his leadership—despite 
Europe’s many political and cultural rifts 
and disagreements—a German-
led European superpower will 
emerge. Q

"The European Union  
lacks established  
mechanisms to deal  
with situations like the 
near-outbreak of a war  
on its borders."

KARL-THEODOR ZU GUTTENBERG
FORMER GERMAN DEFENSE MINISTER

EUROPE’S  
IRON-AND- 
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R ussia’s bullying of Ukraine 
and takeover of Crimea have 
exposed Vladimir Putin as the 
authoritarian dictator that he 

is. These moves have Eastern Europeans 
quaking with fear and the Western world 
deeply concerned. But what about China 
and India? 

These Asian powerhouses have made 
clear that they support Putin.

This is a stunning fulfillment of a bib-
lical prophecy!

“Backing Russia is in China’s interests,” 
said the Global Times, a mouthpiece for 
China’s Communist Party, on March 5. 

“We shouldn’t disappoint Russia when it 
finds itself in a time of need.” The next day, 
a senior official from India said, “There 
are legitimate Russian and other interests 
involved [in Ukraine]. We hope … there is 
a satisfactory resolution to them.”

In his March 18 address to the Duma, 
President Putin singled out these two 
nations to thank them for their support. 

“[W]e are grateful to all those who under-
stood our actions in Crimea; we are grate-
ful to the people of China, whose leaders 
have always considered the situation in 
Ukraine and Crimea taking into account 
the full historical and political context, 
and greatly appreciate India’s reserve and 
objectivity.” 

When these Asia nations—extremely 
powerful nuclear-armed countries—begin 
to show solidarity with each other regard-
ing moves like that, what does that por-
tend for the world? I tell you it is woe to 

the world. It will cause many seri-
ous problems. And it is going to 
affect everyone.

How to Read Asia
This Asian cooperation blindsided many 
in the West. When Russia took Crimea, 
even top-notch analysts like Ambrose 
Evans-Pritchard were convinced China 
would side with the West against Moscow. 
U.S. President Barack Obama said the 
nations of the world were “largely united” 
in believing Putin had violated Ukraine’s 
territory. 

The Trumpet has never made that mis-
take in reading Asia’s powerhouses. Actu-
ally we have been proclaiming for over 50 
years that Russia, China and other Asian 
nations would ally themselves in the end 
time. And we are in that end time now.

As I have been explaining in recent 
issues (and in my article on page 10 of this 
issue), Ezekiel 38:2 foretold the Russian 
power we now see rising, led by a “prince of 
Rosh” (or “prince of Russia”). This scripture 
also mentions China (“the land of Magog” 
includes modern-day China), indicating 
that this Russian leader will rally other 
Asian peoples behind Moscow. Additional 
Bible prophecies strongly suggest that India 
will also unite with these Eastern nations. 
(Order a free copy of Russia and China in Proph-
ecy to prove these truths for yourself.) 

It is clear that Ezekiel recorded an end-
time prophecy for Russia and China and 
other powers. This prophecy makes plain 
that Russia will be the leader of this mas-
sive Asian alliance. That is a key to under-
standing this.

The December 1959 issue of the Plain 
Truth—a prophecy-driven magazine under 
the editorial eye of Herbert Armstrong, in 
whose footsteps the Trumpet follows—pre-
dicted this end-time Asian coalition with 16

startling accuracy! “Russia’s program is 
not to take Europe and to attack the United 
States, first. … [It] calls first for the seizure 
of Asia. Lenin wrote that the way to Paris, 
London and New York is via [Beijing] and 
Delhi,” the magazine wrote. “[China’s] 
constant dream for centuries has been 
ultimate world conquest! … China knows, 
however, that in this highly industrialized 
age she can accomplish this dream only 
as an ally of Russia. … [Russian leaders] 
will ultimately control not only the Rus-
sian states, but China … and India as well!”

Russia, China and India—all under 
Moscow’s command! That was written 54 
years ago, and it is now coming to pass! 
How could Mr. Armstrong have known 
that? Because it is prophesied in your Bible. 

Why Prophecy Is Key
Another key scripture to understand is 
Revelation 9:16. This says the end-time 
Asian bloc led by Russia will command 
the largest army in history—a gigan-
tic force of 200 million men. This army 
comes from the same geographic regions 
described in Ezekiel 38.

These statements of support from China 
and India mean that right now, rallied 
behind Vladimir Putin and Russia’s 144 
million people, potentially stand China’s 1.36 
billion and India’s 1.24 billion! That is a vir-
tually endless supply of manpower! That will 
be key to the success of this Asian alliance. 

President Obama and even top-tier ana-
lysts thought the idea of a revived Russian 
empire would pose too great a danger to 
China and India for those countries to sup-
port it. But that perspective fails to recog-
nize a significant truth: to India and espe-
cially to China, the West is a far greater 
enemy. More importantly, that perspective 
fails to recognize the prophecies of the Bible.

Frank-Walter Steinmeier, Germany’s 
foreign minister, said Russia’s annexation 
of Crimea means Europe is “in its most 
serious crisis since the fall of the Berlin 
Wall.” That is an understatement. I believe 
Europe is facing its most serious crisis 
since World War ii! This is much more 
significant than most people think. They 
are underestimating its importance because 
they don’t understand Bible prophecy. 

This crisis is far from over. Follow the 
Trumpet and The Key of David to know what 
this means for the world, how it will affect 
you, and what you can do about it.  Q

Obama says Russia is isolating itself from the world.  
At least 3 billion people disagree. BY GERALD FLURRY
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I n early 1979, Eastern Europe 
seemed as darkened by the Soviet 
shadow as ever. Agriculture was col-
lectivized. Private shopkeepers had 

been almost completely replaced by giant 
government-controlled conglomerates. All 
official educational programs were gut-
ted to conform to Marxist-Leninist views. 
Works of literature were made to echo the 
voice of the Communists. Churches were 
demolished by armies of secret police, and 
religion was actively suppressed. 

Warsaw was one of the most stifled cit-
ies in the Eastern bloc. Jan Prokop, a pro-
fessor of literature who lived there at the 
time, described it as “this everyday gray-
ness of life without hope, just survival.” 

But that June, the grayness of the Polish 
capital began to give way to something else. 

Windows in the sterile, Stalin-era shops 
and apartment buildings began springing 
to life with festive shrines: crucifixes, flow-
ers, rosaries and depictions of Jesus and 
Mary. Poles wanted to welcome one of their 
own, whom the Communist government 
had reluctantly allowed permission to visit 
his home country: Pope John Paul ii. 

A Hero’s Welcome 
Despite government efforts to minimize 
the crowds, some 10 million Poles—almost 
one third of the nation—turned out to see 
the 59-year-old pontiff. Most who were 
unable to attend one of his numerous out-
door masses followed his nine-day, six-city 
pilgrimage on television or radio. 

His message was highly emotional. “I 
cry from all the depths of this millen-
nium,” he publicly prayed. “Let your Spirit 
descend. Let your Spirit descend and renew 
the face of the Earth, the face of this land.”

“You must be strong 
with the strength of faith,” 
the pope candidly told his 

countrymen. “When we are strong with the 
Spirit of God, we are also strong with faith in 
man. … There is therefore no need to fear.” 

The lively message of faith resonated 
deeply in the hearts of the Polish people. 
Emboldened, they pushed aside their fear 
of the government. Crowds repeatedly 
erupted into shouts of “We want God! We 
want God!” By chanting for God, the very 
antithesis of communism, they were call-
ing for regime change.

The Sparks Catch Fire
Fourteen months after John Paul ii’s visit 
sparked the revolutionary fire, a workers’ 
strike gave birth to Poland’s Solidarity 
movement. It was a workers’ rights crusade, 
but they were fueled by the Catholic spirit. 

The movement showed Communists that 
Poland’s Catholic heritage was glowing hot 
once again, and was on the 
cusp of resurfacing after 
years of suffocation. “The 
power of the papacy was 
never more visible,” said 
theologian Michael Novak, 

“and the Soviets learned 
this to their dismay: that 
[the pope] could turn their 
empire inside out.” 

Back in Rome, John 
Paul ii remained firmly committed to the 
cause: He wrote severe letters to Soviet 
leaders; he allied with United States Pres-
ident Ronald Reagan; he prayed publicly 
and frequently for the success of Solidarity. 

The efforts sent shock waves rippling 
throughout the Soviet Union, from Buda-
pest to the Sea of Japan. These convulsions 
eventually toppled the Berlin Wall in 1989, 
led to the dissolution of the Soviet Union 
in 1991, and, astoundingly, routed Commu-
nist influence from Eastern Europe. 

Many factors contributed to commu-
nism’s demise, but historians almost unan-
imously agree that the man who did the 
most to peel away the Iron Curtain was 
Pope John Paul ii.

“The nine days of John Paul ii in June 
1979 were nine days on which the history 

THE CURTAIN-RAISER
Europe never could have united 
its East and West if someone 
hadn’t opened the Iron Curtain 
first. BY JEREMIAH JACQUES

To understand the detailed Bible prophecies Mr. Armstrong relied on to make this forecast and many others, request He Was 
Right.

of the 20th century turned in a dramatic 
way,” said historian George Weigel. 

This dramatic turn ultimately opened 
the way for Poland and many other former 
Eastern bloc nations—Romania, Bulgaria, 
Czech Republic, Estonia, Hungary, Latvia, 
Lithuania, Slovakia and Croatia—to join 
the European Union. 

And the most astounding aspect of the 
pope’s accomplishment? That it was fore-
told long before it happened. 

He Was Right! 
Some 3,000 years ago, the Prophet Dan-
iel wrote that Europe in our modern era 
would have a clear western half and an 
eastern half that would fuse together 
(article, page 12). Theologian Herbert W. 
Armstrong relied on Daniel’s writings and 
other Bible passages to predict, with star-

tling accuracy, that Pope 
John Paul ii would play a 
vital role in bringing this 
prophecy to pass.

In February 1972, when 
Eastern Europe seemed 
permanently welded to 
the Soviet sphere, Mr. 
Armstrong’s Plain Truth 
magazine forecast, “One 
of the biggest roles desired 

by the Vatican is that of mediator between 
East and West. The Vatican … will con-
tinue to do its part in courting the Eastern 
European countries.” 

In January 1980, a short time after John 
Paul’s first visit to Poland, Mr. Armstrong 
wrote: “The character, personality and 
actions of the Polish pope, John Paul ii, 
indicate more than possibly that he may be 
the pope to offer his good services to unite 
the nations of Europe once again. Euro-
pean nations want, seriously, to be united. 
Of themselves they are unable. John Paul ii 
could make it possible.”

Throughout his 50-plus-year ministry, 
Mr. Armstrong made many other such 
statements. He died before seeing his fore-
cast come to pass, but time has proven that 
he was right! Q
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WHERE TO  
DRAW THE LINE
For centuries, Europe and Russia have warred over 
where their spheres of influence begin and end.  
The major reason Russia is pushing into Ukraine 
is to protect itself from European invasion.
At the same time, much of Eastern Europe  
is terrified of invasion from Russia. 
History shows that both sides have 
good reasons to be fearful.



Siege of Smolensk 1609-1611

Battle of Polonka 1660
Battle of Konotop 1659
Battle of Kursk 1943

Battle of Cesme 1770

Battle of Wilmanstrand 1741
2nd Battle of Svenskund 1790
Battle of Narva 1944
Siege of Leningrad 1941-1944
Battle of Narva 1700

Battle of Klushino 1610
Battle of Borodino 1812
Battle of Moscow 1941-1942

Battle of Inkerman 1854
Siege of Sevastopol 1854-1855
Siege of Sevastopol 1941-1942
Battle of Sinop 1853
Siege of Ochakov 1737
Siege of Ochakov 1788

Siege of Kars 1855
Battle of Sarikamish 1914

Battle of Suomussalmi 1939-1940

Battle of Poltova 1709
Battle of Dnieper 1943

Battle of Kiev 1941

Livonian War 1558-1583

Russo-Swedish War 1590-1595

Polish Muscovite War 1605-1618
Ingrain War 1610-1617

Smolensk War 1632

Russo-Polish War 1654-1667

Great Northern War 1700-1721

War of Polish Succession 1733-1738Austro-Russian-Turkish War 1735-1738
Russo-Swedish War 1741-1743

Seven Years War 1776-1763

Russo-Austrian-Turkish War 1787-1792Swedish-Russian War 1788-1790 Polish-Russian War 1792
War of the Second Coalition 1798-1802  Anglo-Russian Invasion of Holland 1799

War of the Third Coalition 1803-1806 War of the Fourth Coalition 1806-1807Finnish War 1808-1809

Russo-Turkish War 1828-1829 November Uprising 1830-1831

 Crimean War 1853-1856

January Uprising 1863-1864

Russo-Turkish War 1877

 World War I 1914-1918
Siberian Intervention 1918-1920 Polish-Soviet War 1919-1921

 World War II 1939-1945

Hungarian Revolution 1956 Invasion of Czechoslovakia 1958

France invades Russia 1812War of the Sixth Coalition  1812-1814

Russo-Turkish War 1768-1774

Russo-Ottoman War 1710-1711

Battle of Stalingrad 1942-1943

Battle of Bailystok-Minsk 1941

400 YEARS OF WAR
The ever-fluctuating front dividing Europe 
and Russia is a theater of war permeated 
by bloodshed. The 56 battles displayed 
on this map were part of 34 wars. The 
dates and durations of these wars are 
shown in the adjacent time line.
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A MESSAGE TO  
THE PRINCE OF RUSSIA—

FROM GOD
Russia’s President Putin is making some bold, dangerous moves.  

Does God have a specific message for him? BY GERALD FLURRY

T he Ukrainian crisis continues 
to dominate the news almost daily. 
That crisis was created by Russian 
President Vladimir Putin.

When the Soviet Union collapsed in 1991, 
the Western world rejoiced because the 
Cold War was over. But not Putin. In 2005, 
he said, “The demise of the Soviet Union 
was the greatest geopolitical catastrophe 
of the [20th] century.” Since he first 
became president 14 years ago, he 
has tried to recreate the geography 
of the Soviet Union. This is chang-
ing the course of history. A great 
superpower is rising before our eyes! 

You realize just how perilous this 
development is when you grasp that 
it was prophesied.

Ezekiel 38:2 describes a vivid 
personality to appear on the scene 
in this end time: “the prince of 
Rosh, Meshech and Tubal” (New 
King James Version). In modern 
terms, this is the prince of Russia 
(article, page 10; see also my Febru-
ary cover story, “Is Vladimir Putin 
the Prophesied ‘Prince of Rosh’?” 
theTrumpet.com/go/11228). 

There is also another personal-
ity in these verses that we have not talked 
about as much. Yet this man has a stronger 
message with more power behind it than 
Vladimir Putin can even imagine! 

Notice who that same passage in Eze-
kiel 38 addresses: “And the word of the 
Lord came unto me, saying, Son of man ….” 
This shows that God uses a man. When the 
prophecy was written, it was Ezekiel. But 
one of the fundamental keys to understand-

ing biblical prophecy is to recog-
nize prophetic duality. There is a 
latter-day fulfillment as well. This 

person, a type of Ezekiel, is receiving a mes-
sage, and God commissions him to proph-
esy against the prince of Russia in this end 
time. God doesn’t come down and deliver 
this message Himself. He has a man do it.

We must remember that Ezekiel was 
taken prisoner when the Jewish nation was 
taken captive in 585 b.c. However, his book 
is addressed to the nations of Israel. The 

Jews, or biblical Judah, are only one tribe 
or nation of Israel.

Ezekiel could not possibly have delivered 
his message to the 10 tribes of Israel. They 
had been taken captive over 100 years before.

Ezekiel was a prisoner when he wrote 
his book to the nations of Israel: specifically 
America and Britain. (Request our book The 
United States and Britain in Prophecy for a full 
explanation. All of our literature is free.)

Also, Ezekiel’s book is for this end time. 
Only a type of Ezekiel could deliver his 
message today.

Who is the “chief prince of Meshech and 
Tubal”? (Ezekiel 38:2). Someone must know. 
And who is the “son of man” that God says 
must prophesy against this prince in the 
end time? 

The Prince of Rosh
It is easy to prove that Ezekiel is an end-
time book. Ezekiel 38 is clearly an end-time 

prophecy. Verse 8 specifically men-
tions its setting in the “latter years”; 
verse 16 talks about the “latter days”—
such statements are made through-
out Ezekiel’s book. 

God’s commission begins in 
verse 2: “[S]et thy face against Gog, 
the land of Magog, the chief prince 
of Meshech and Tubal, and proph-
esy against him.” This is for our 
day, and it’s talking about Gog and 
Magog. Who are they? People don’t 
know, but they could. It’s not that 
difficult. This verse also mentions 
a definite, specific man that God 
tells the “son of man” to prophesy 
against. How can the son of man do 
that unless he knows who this man 
is? How could he speak against Gog 
and Magog without knowing the 

modern identities of these peoples? These 
scriptures would be nonsense if we didn’t 
understand who these nations are in this 
end time. This son of man has to know in 
order to deliver God’s message.

Scholars generally agree that Gog is 
Russia and that the land of Magog includes 
China. The descendants of Meshech and 
Tubal have been found together through-
out history. In Assyrian and Greek histo-
ries, Meshech appears as Moscha, Mos-
chi or Mushki—all names related to 
the Russian spelling of Moscow, as the 
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International Standard Bible Encyclope-
dia shows. And east of the Ural Mountains 
lies the city of Tobolsk, named after the 
Tobol River, derived from Tubal. Tobolsk 
was once the seat of Russian government 
over Siberia, and was basically considered 
Russia’s Asian capital. 

This verse also mentions another Rus-
sian people with the Hebrew word Rosh. 
The King James Version translates this into 
the adjective “chief,” but the correct render-
ing used by the Moffatt, New King James 
and others uses the word as a proper noun: 
Rosh. The verse should read “the prince of 
Rosh, Meshech and Tubal.” Rosh was the 
ancient name of Russia, once called Rus.

So who is this prince of Russia, Moscow 
and Tobolsk? The use of these three names 
shows that this man rules all the peoples 
of Russia, from west to east. Another indi-
cation that this is a specific indi-
vidual is God’s command to 

“prophesy against him.”
This is critical infor-

mation. God commissions a 
specific individual to speak 
against this prince of Rus-
sia, another specific indi-
vidual. To do that job, this “son of man” 
must know who that man is—or at least 
have a very strong idea of who he is—and 
what he is going to do. How could a son 
of man even do the job unless he has that 
information?

Can you think of a politician who 
could fulfill the role of the prince of Rus-
sia? One, and only one, comes to mind: 
Vladimir Putin.

God’s Power
The book of Joel describes an army called 
God’s army (Joel 2:11, 25). The context 
shows that this is the same army headed 
by the “prince of Rosh.” That means that 
even though God commands His servant to 
prophesy against him, God is actually using 
this “prince of Rosh” for His own purpose. 

The Ezekiel 38 commission continues: 
“And say, Thus saith the Lord God [not 
man], Behold, I am against thee, O Gog 
[Russia], the chief prince of Meshech and 
Tubal, And I will turn thee back, and put 
hooks into thy jaws” (verses 3-4). 

These verses reveal something 
extraordinary. This prince of Russia 
is clearly a man with a lot of power—but 
the son of man has far more power! 

Why? He has no power of his own; he 
is merely a puny man. But he has the 
power of Almighty God behind him!

God is not awed by nations with great 
physical power. He says all nations are as a 
drop in a bucket (Isaiah 40:15). Their sup-
posed greatness doesn’t faze Him.

Russia used military force to invade 
the former Soviet nation of Georgia in 
August 2008. In our October 2008 Trum-
pet issue, I wrote, “Russia’s attack on Geor-
gia in August marks the beginning of a 
dangerous new era in history. This was 
the first military strike of a rising Asian 
superpower and there will be more. … Will 
the Georgia strike actually spark Euro-
pean unification? Will a crisis occur over 
Ukraine? That area is the breadbasket of 
Russia, and surely it is willing to wage war 
over that, as well.”

I wrote that in 2008 because of the 
Bible’s prophecies, and because you could 
see the rising power of the prince of Rus-
sia. Now, we are seeing a crisis in Ukraine. 

This prince considers Ukraine and Geor-
gia part of his union of nations. So there 
were bound to be problems with countries 
in that area, and there will continue to be—
you can count on that. The movement from 
Gog and Magog is building—and where it is 
leading will be at the heart of World War iii! 

The same Bible that accurately proph-
esied a powerful prince of Russia prophe-
sied that an Asian superpower will do bat-
tle in a final world war—primarily against 
a German-led Europe. War is coming 
between Russia and China and a German-
led Europe—war on a scale that is hard to 
imagine! Millions and even billions of peo-
ple will be killed. Nuclear bombs and other 
weapons of mass destruction are going to 
impact every nation on Earth!

But the Bible also prophesies that at the 
end of all of these wars, the world is going 
to see the greatest event ever in the uni-
verse: the Second Coming of Jesus Christ! 
As Christ Himself said, if He didn’t return, 
there would literally be no f lesh saved 
alive (Matthew 24:22; Moffatt). But before See MESSAGE page 25 ³

God commissions a specific 
individual to speak against 
this prince of Russia, 
another specific individual.

humanity annihilates itself, 
He will return and stop all 
this madness!

Vladimir Putin is a sign, literally 
a SIGN that Jesus Christ is about to 
return! This is one of the most inspiring 
messages in the Bible. What we are seeing 
in Russia ultimately leads to the transition 
from man ruling man to God ruling man! 
And it is almost here! It is just a few short 
years away.

The End of War
Ezekiel 38:23 says, “Thus will I magnify 
myself, and sanctify myself; and I will be 
known in the eyes of many nations, and 
they shall know that I am the Lord.” 
This is clearly a prophecy yet to be fulfilled. 
People in general don’t know that God is 
the Lord today. This is a great transition 
about to occur. 

It continues in the next verse: “And you, 
son of man, prophesy against Gog, and 
say, ‘Thus says the Lord God: “Behold, I 
am against you, O Gog, the prince of Rosh, 
Meshech [Moscow] and Tubal [Tobolsk]” 
(Ezekiel 39:1; nkjv). God tells the son of 
man, Prophesy against Russia and the prince 
of Russia. Publicize the truth about what 
is going to happen in that region and the 
impact it will have on the rest of the world.

In verses 6-8 God says, “[A]nd they 
shall know that I am the Lord. So will I 
make my holy name known in the midst of 
my people Israel; … Behold, it is come, and 
it is done, saith the Lord God; this is the 
day whereof I have spoken.” God is going to 
intervene! Man has proven he cannot rule 
over man. This is the day God talks about 
throughout the Bible: the day He rules man 
and brings peace, joy, abundance and hap-
piness to all mankind! 

Sadly, most people will have to endure 
a nuclear holocaust before they will finally 
begin to understand and submit to God!

Once Christ returns, He will destroy 
the military power of Russia and China 
and other nations once and for all. He will 
show the world what power really is! “And 
they that dwell in the cities of Israel shall 
go forth, and shall set on fire and burn the 
weapons, both the shields and the bucklers” 
(verse 9). This is what will happen to all 
those military armaments at the start of the 
Millennium (described in Revela-
tion 20:4, 6). It is going to take a lot 
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T he first visible sign of a pow-
erful prophecy is now manifest in 
the little Mediterranean country of 
Lebanon. 

The Syrian civil war next door has 
opened an awesome opportunity for both 
Europe and Saudi Arabia to be involved in 
Lebanon. Their involvement marks a crit-
ical turning point for this small country, 
and is destined to lead to a far-reaching 
change of alliances.

Today, southern Lebanon is domi-
nated by Hezbollah, a terrorist orga-
nization that is controlled by its Shiite 
masters in Iran. The Iranians are also 
continuing to prop up the Syrian govern-
ment to Lebanon’s east, and are directing 
Hezbollah to cross the border into Syria 
and do a lot of the fighting on Bashar 
Assad’s behalf.

However, Hezbollah’s involvement in 
Syria has weakened the group’s political 
power within Lebanon. This is what has 

given the Sunni Arab popula-
tion and Saudi Arabia, its tradi-
tional supporter, a tremendous 

opportunity to increase their power at 
Iran’s expense. 

This may seem like a small develop-
ment. However, your Bible says it is the 
beginning of a dramatic shift that will 
build into an alliance announcing the start 
of World War iii!

Saudi Arabia’s Grab for Lebanon
One recent visible sign of this alliance 
forming before our eyes was announced 
in December: a $3 billion gift from Saudi 
Arabia to the Lebanese military for use in 
purchasing military hardware and weap-
ons systems. The conditions of the gift 
were very telling.

The Saudis specified that the Lebanese 
had to buy the material exclusively from 
French suppliers. This marked a dramatic 
change: Saudi Arabia has typically bought 
most of its own military equipment from 
the United States. Here the Saudis, in sup-
plying the Lebanese, wanted to make cer-
tain the matériel came from Europe.

This large military donation also departed 
from Saudi Arabia’s historical policy toward 

This little nation is a linchpin for a biblically  
prophesied end-time alliance. BY GERALD FLURRY
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Lebanon. In the past, Saudi Arabia and 
other nations fighting against the spread of 
Iran’s power didn’t arm the Lebanese mili-
tary for fear those weapons would end up in 
the hands of Hezbollah, Iran’s proxy. The 
fact that the Saudis donated what amounts 
to twice the annual budget of the Lebanese 
military shows that they are confident those 
weapons will stay with the Lebanese mili-
tary—and won’t be used by Hezbollah. 

Saudi Arabia’s gift is a deliberate attempt 
to remove Iran’s hold over Lebanon. It is 
also part of a larger strategy to bring the 
moderate Arab states together with Europe 
to counter the Iranian-aligned Shiite cres-
cent developing in the Middle East. 

This was just a small sign of an alliance 
that is going to build into something enor-
mous that will shock this world.

Civil War Coming
The majority of Sunni Arabs in Lebanon 
want to maintain peace within their frac-
tured country. However, many Sunni rad-
icals who are fighting against the Bashar 
Assad regime in Syria are crossing the bor-
der into Lebanon and bringing the fight to 
Hezbollah.

For the past decade, Hezbollah has 
developed a reputation for being moderate 
and friendly to the Lebanese by funding 
schools, hospitals, clinics and other social 
programs within southern Lebanon. This 
led to a general acceptance of the organi-
zation, even among many Lebanese who 
didn’t agree with its policies. As long as 
Hezbollah was looking after the Lebanese, 
the public accepted its presence.

However, Hezbollah’s contributions 
to the war in Syria are changing people’s 
view. Ever since the bloody violence spilled 
over into Lebanon, Hezbollah has refused 
to end its involvement in Syria. And the 
Lebanese people blame this organization 
for every bomb that goes off inside their 
country. Hezbollah is losing all credibil-
ity in the eyes of the majority of the Leba-
nese. The division between these two sides 
is threatening to turn violent.

Viewing this division, Saudi Arabia sees 
an opportunity: It believes that now is the 
time to act to undermine and uproot Iran’s 
influence in Lebanon. 

At the same time, the United States—
historically Saudi Arabia’s ally—is show-
ing tremendous weakness in its foreign pol-
icy. (We have covered this trend in recent 
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Trumpet issues, especially our January 
cover story, “What Happens After a Super-
power Dies?”—theTrumpet.com/go/11137.) 
That is why the Saudis chose to look to 
Europe for help in this endeavor. 

The Saudis insisted that Lebanon get 
its weapons directly from France. Here 
is a comment from a journalist who sees 
what is really going on with this deal. Sami 
Nader writes in Al Monitor: “The amount 
is the highest ever to the army, but the 
most alluring aspect of the initiative is not 
limited to the allocated sum. … Rather, 
the bigger surprise is the emerging Saudi-
French partnership, which constitutes a 
turning point in the Middle East” (January 
6; emphasis mine throughout). Yes, this is 
a big turning point! It is happening right 
before our eyes, yet almost nobody recog-
nizes its significance.

Why is this so important? Because the 
Bible prophesied it! Several aspects align 
exactly with what Scripture said would 
happen. Here are three of them. 

What Prophecy Tells Us
First, many prophecies foretell the decline 
and fall of the United States. (Request our 
free book The United States and Britain in Proph-
ecy.) Prophecies of end-time events in the 
Middle East leave out the United States. 
This shows that the power the U.S. has exer-
cised in that region for years—which is now 
visibly collapsing—is about to end. Already 
we see Europe moving into the Middle East 
to fill the void left by American weakness.

Second, the Bible specifically describes 
an alliance between Arab states (including 
the Saudis) and a European power. We are 
almost 100 percent certain that France is 
going to be part of a multinational Euro-
pean empire that is prophesied to storm 
the world stage. We will look at that proph-
ecy in a moment.

Third, the deal represents an escalation 
of tension between Europe and the Middle 
East forces allied with Iran. To understand 
how this relates to prophecy, study Daniel 
11:40: “And at the time of the end shall the 
king of the south”—speaking of an Iranian-
led, radical Islamist axis—“push at him: 
and the king of the north”—which is an 
empire composed of European nations—

“shall come against him like a whirlwind, 
with chariots, and with horsemen, and 
with many ships; and he shall enter into 
the countries, and shall overflow and pass 

over.” This clash is going to come between 
what amounts to German and Iranian will.

Events today are building toward this 
epic clash! The Saudi-France deal is one 
example. We cannot underestimate what 
Europe’s involvement in this deal portends. 
Europe coming into the Middle East is going 
to infuriate Iran. And it is such Euro-
pean intrusion that will cause Iran 
to PUSH at the king of the north. Iran 
is going to strike back with a lot of power! 

However, as Daniel 11:40 states, that is 
going to lead to Iran’s destruction. A Ger-
man-led Europe is going to conquer Iran 
and have controlling power over the other 
nations aligned with the king of the south, 
such as Egypt, Iraq, Libya and Ethiopia. 
Then, brimming with confidence follow-
ing that victory, Germany will exploit its 
alliance with the Arabs to pursue even 
greater ambitions.

A Prophesied Alliance
Let’s look at a prophecy of what will occur 
immediately after the Daniel 11:40 proph-
ecy. It has everything to do with Europe’s 
involvement in Lebanon. 

“They have said, Come, and let us cut 
them off from being a nation; that the 
name of Israel may be no more in remem-
brance” (Psalm 83:4). This is an end-time 
prophecy about Israel. But it is not talking 
only about the Jewish nation called Israel 
today. Anciently, Israel had 12 tribes; today 
there are 12 nations of Israel. We explain 
that truth thoroughly in The United States 
and Britain in Prophecy. 

There are three of these nations in par-
ticular that God is going to deal with very 
severely because of their sins. This proph-
ecy in Psalm 83 shows a significant part 
of how that punishment will come about. 

Verses 5-8 list a number of nations 
that will be allied to bring about Israel’s 
destruction. Concerning this Psalm, the 
Anchor Bible reads, “History transmits 
no record of the national crisis when the 
nations enumerated in this Psalm formed 
a league to wipe out Israel ….” Lange’s 
Commentary states, “The 10 nations who 
are here enumerated as being combined 
against Israel are never mentioned else-
where as enemies allied at the same time 
and for the purpose of annihilating Israel.” 
The fact that these nations have never come 
together to destroy Israel in the past plainly 
shows that it is a prophecy for the end time. 

We can’t be precise in every bound-
ary, but we can know the general idea of 
where these nations are today. Here are 
their modern names, as taught at Ambassa-
dor College under Herbert W. Armstrong: 
Edom is Turkey; the Ishmaelites are Saudi 
Arabia; Moab and Ammon are Jordan; 
the Hagarenes anciently dwelt in the land 
where Syria is today; the Philistines are the 
Palestinians now occupying the Gaza Strip; 
Gebal is Lebanon, and the inhabitants of 
Tyre are in southern Lebanon. Finally, 
Assur is referring to modern-day Germany. 

Furthermore, considering that this is 
an end-time prophecy, there must be some 
people that God will give understanding 
to about who is who here—otherwise why 
even prophesy it?

Notice: Many of the nations listed in 
this Psalm fall into what many consider 
the “moderate Arab” camp, where mainly 
Sunni Islam is prevalent today. Also notice 
that none of the nations mentioned in Dan-
iel 11:40-42 as comprising the king of the 
south, such as Iran and Egypt, are listed 
here. Iraq is also conspicuously absent, 
which indicates that it too will be allied 
with the king of the south. The reason 
those Iranian-allied nations are missing 
from this prophecy is that by the time the 
betrayal described in this Psalm occurs, 
the king of the south has been subdued 
and mostly conquered! 

Once this Psalm 83 alliance between 
the king of the north and these Arab states 
emerges, it is going to ignite World War iii 
starting with the destruction of Israel!

Believe it or not, this is where your Bible 
says the Lebanon deal is leading. 

Lebanon the Linchpin
Looking at Lebanon’s demographics, you 
can see why Europe would intervene there 
even though it refused to act in the Syr-
ian conflict. 

Lebanon is the only Middle Eastern 
country with a strong Christian popula-
tion. Forty percent of Lebanon’s people 
belong to a Christian denomination; the 
largest is the Catholic-affiliated Maronite 
Church. By constitutional decree, the pres-
ident of Lebanon must be a Maronite. 

Imad Salamey, professor of interna-
tional relations at the Lebanese American 
University in Beirut, said this 
about the Saudi-French weap-
ons deal: “This is an attempt by 
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Saudi Arabia to present itself as a state 
with a positive attitude toward the Chris-
tians; that the Sunni-Catholic alliance is 
possible, that Saudi Arabia is not about 
supporting extremists, that Saudi Arabia 
wants to support state institutions and the 
army, and that Saudi Arabia is a supporter 
of moderation” (NOW, January 2).

He continued, “It can offer guarantees 
for the Christians in particular who can 
feel protected through the Lebanese Army.”

This heavy Christian population 
makes Lebanon different from the rest of 
the Arab world. By calling on Europe to 
participate in this deal—designed to pro-
tect the Lebanese from Shiite extremism—
Saudi Arabia opens the door for a Sunni-
Catholic alliance! (Note: No Shiite nations 
are mentioned in Psalm 83. That doesn’t 
necessarily mean that all Sunnis will align 
with a German-led Europe.) 

Because of its high population of 
Christian Arabs, Lebanon has become a 
linchpin for the Psalm 83 alliance. 

Once Lebanon receives the military 
hardware from France, a larger peacekeep-
ing force could be needed on the ground to 
aid the Lebanese Army. Even many leaders 
in Lebanon are calling on other nations to 
do more than just supply weapons to the 
Lebanese Army: They are asking for direct 
foreign intervention. The Sunni Future par-
liamentary bloc, for example, made this 
statement on February 7: “The only realistic 
solution would be for the Lebanese Army, 
backed by UN peacekeepers, to deploy 
along the border with Syria to control the 
borders in all directions and [prevent] any 
violations, regardless from which side.”

The call for UN peacekeepers is signifi-
cant. Usually it is mostly French soldiers 
that fill UN missions in Lebanon. How-
ever, also lurking in the Mediterranean off 
the coast of Lebanon is a German observer 

mission that was re-approved in January 
this year. As I wrote last month, Germany 
is changing to a more aggressive military 
policy (“Germany’s Urgent and Danger-
ous Military Decision,” theTrumpet.com/
go/11396). Given that change, we should 
watch to see whether it decides to send its 
soldiers into Lebanon to make peace.

Time will tell how the details come 
about, but the possibility of European 
fighters coming up against Iran is some-
thing we have been watching for years. 
Here is a scenario, based on a budding 
Arab-European alliance, that could see 
Europe expand its footprint in the Mid-
dle East and hasten the massive confron-
tation of Daniel 11:40. 

Once that clash takes place, a progres-
sion of globe-shattering prophecies will 
unfold leading to the time Jesus Christ 
describes in Matthew 24:21-22: “For then 
shall be great tribulation, such as was not 
since the beginning of the world to this 
time, no, nor ever shall be. And except 
those days should be shortened, there 
should no flesh be saved: but for the elect’s 
sake those days shall be shortened.”

Thankfully, at that time, Christ says He 
will intervene in the affairs of man. He must 
come back and stop that nuclear disaster 
before everybody is wiped off the planet. 

That is what we are facing! This is the 
real world that we live in! And it has every-
thing to do with a deal involving the tiny 
nation of Lebanon in the Middle East. Con-
tinue to watch as Lebanon descends into 
another civil war, but as you do, recognize 
that bloody event as one in a chain reaction 
destined to end in the return of Jesus Christ. 

God has laid it all out for us to see in 
His majestic prophecies. We are about to 
see a new and a wonderful world ushered 
in by Jesus Christ Himself! What greater 
news could we receive than that?  Q

A CLASH  
IS COMING

Get the advance warning on the Middle East.  
Order our free booklet The King of the South.

and having most of the world on our side, 
to then giving our former allies, the Serbs, 
over to our former enemies, the Ger-
mans—even providing them with the 
power to destroy Yugoslavia!

You can see why Vladimir Putin says 
America is guided by the “rule of the 
gun.” That is our history in Yugoslavia—
a shameful part of our history—and it is 
coming back to haunt us.

What Vladimir Putin did in Crimea 
was a great crime! But I say to you, Amer-
ica committed a greater one in 
Yugoslavia. Just look at the facts! I’m 
trying to be as objective as I possibly can. 
This is not my emotional opinion—these 
are facts! Most people will not face the 
truth. They would rather not talk about it.

German Conquest
Germany’s Conquest of the Balkans states, 

“The nato attack on Belgrade in 1999 
succeeded in forcing the Yugoslav gov-
ernment to make peace with the Kosovo 
separatists.” The separation of Croa-
tia, Slovenia and Kosovo was forced on 
Yugoslavia and the Serbs. Can the U.S. 
and other nations now criticize Putin 
for forcing Ukraine to part with Crimea?

State by state, Yugoslavia has been 
conquered. Even the name Yugoslavia 
has been discarded—it isn’t on the map 
anymore! That nation has been blotted 
out! And all because Germany wanted it 
done. Germany, which made Nazi pup-
pets of Croatia and Slovenia in World 
War ii. Germany, which came back and 
recognized those two states years later 
and caused them to break away from 
Yugoslavia. Germany, which turned the 
world and even former allies against the 
Serbs and crushed them.

These facts of recent history ought to 
scare people, if they would just open their 
eyes. Forget about Bible prophecy for a 
moment and just look at history. An obvi-
ous and terrible warning is embedded in 
our own recent history! These are facts. 

We wrote all about this as it happened 
in a booklet 15 years ago! It was exactly 
what we called it: Germany’s Conquest of 
the Balkans.

Here is what Romano Prodi, presi-
dent of the European Commission, said 
at the time: “But in the long run, Balkans 
belong strictly to the EU.” German-led 

³ YUGOSLAVIA from page 3
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of force to put down these gigantic armies 
that would otherwise end up killing every 
last human being! 

God has this all planned out, and He 
has the son of man delivering a message 
about it. When that man is speaking as He 
commands, God puts His power behind 
every word of it!

“And it shall come to pass in that day 
[another reference to the end time], that I 
will give unto Gog a place there of graves 
in Israel, the valley of the passengers on 
the east of the sea: and it shall stop the 
noses of the passengers: and there shall 
they bury Gog and all his multitude: and 
they shall call it The valley of Hamon-
gog. And seven months shall the house of 
Israel be burying of them, that they may 
cleanse the land” (Ezekiel 39:11-12). It will 
take seven months just to bury the soldiers 
of this massive army! What an amazing 
prophecy! And notice what it ultimately 
leads to.

‘They Shall Know That I Am the Lord’
After that period, “the house of Israel shall 
know that I am the Lord” (Ezekiel 39:22). 
Today, Israel—whose modern descendants 
include Britain, America and the State of 
Israel—doesn’t know God. But at that time, 
they will know that God is the Eternal. 

Ultimately, these scriptures are very 
inspiring. Read all of chapter 39, and 
notice the happy ending! “Then shall 
they know that I am the Lord their God, 
which caused them to be led into captiv-
ity among the heathen: but I have gath-
ered them unto their own land, and have 
left none of them any more there. Neither 
will I hide my face any more from them” 
(verses 28-29). Right now, God hides His 
face from the nations of Israel. Why? 
Because they rebel and don’t want God to 
be part of their lives. But that is about to 
change dramatically.

Ezekiel concludes this part in Ezekiel 
40:4: “And the man said unto me, Son of 
man, behold with thine eyes, and hear 
with thine ears, and set thine heart upon 
all that I shall shew thee for to the intent 
that I might shew them unto thee art thou 
brought hither: declare all that thou seest 
to the house of Israel.” God says, Declare 
it all! God sends this son of man to declare 
His message and all these wonderful 
prophecies that are about to come to pass. 

You can see a related command in Eze-
kiel 33:7: “So thou, O son of man, I have set 
thee a watchman unto the house of Israel; 
therefore thou shalt hear the word at my 
mouth, and warn them from me.” God 
delivers this message through a “son of 
man,” and tells that man, This word is not 
from a man, it comes from My mouth! Son 
of man, you go to all these nations and tell 
them you have a message from the very 
mouth of God! If a message comes from 
God’s mouth, you can be sure that God is 
going to back it and support it 100 percent! 

In verse 11, God makes it clear that 
He is talking about the death of nations. 

“Why will you die?” He asks Israel. This 
is what that son of man must prophesy 
today. And God will bring every bit of it 
to pass. Every iota of this Bible prophecy 
will be fulfilled.

These are some terrible prophecies—
but what a glorious outcome they produce. 
In the end, not only will Israel know God, 
but even the heathen will know God! And 
nobody will make anybody afraid anymore.

There is a lot of trouble and destruction 
ahead, but the book of Ezekiel also has so 
much to show how this is not a 
gloomy, negative message. Jesus 
Christ is about to return! Q

How does  
God speak to a  
modern world?

³ MESSAGE from page 21Europe persuaded America to do its 
dirty work, but then made it clear to 
whom the spoils belonged: not to Amer-
ica—not to the Serbs—not to the United 
Nations.

Stratfor, the best intelligence report-
ers around, pointed out in 2002 that as 
America disengaged from the Balkans 
and Germany took over, Berlin would 
become the dominant power not only in 
that region but in European defense policy 
as a whole. Why has Germany yearned 
for more than a century to control the 
Balkans in the first place? It is to project 
power far beyond that peninsula.

Stratfor even called this “a rebirth 
of German fascism.” 

But who is really listening?

In 1999, the New York Times wrote, 
“Strong German support for Croatian 
independence from Yugoslavia, and 
Croatia’s adoption of the hymn ‘Danke 
Deutschland’ when that independence 
came in 1991, only reinforced Serbian 
misgivings” (March 26, 1999). Croatia 
clearly knew its revolt succeeded because 
of Germany. After all, they didn’t sing 

“Danke nato”! They didn’t sing “Danke 
America”! They thanked the Germans, 
because the Germans orchestrated all 
of it! And if you think Germany doesn’t 
have ambitions beyond the Balkans, then 
you don’t realize what is happening. 

Many people wonder why Germany 
has been so quiet about Putin’s takeover 
of Crimea. I think there is a very good rea-
son: The Germans know what they did. 
And they know that Vladimir Putin also 
clearly understands what they did and that 
he is not about to back down in Ukraine! 
They know how they 
manipulated the whole 
world. Our marvelous 
booklet will explain all 
this for you. I hope you 
will request it and read 
it: Germany’s Conquest of 
the Balkans. Q

Anciently, God spoke through  
prophets—has His method changed?  
Find out by ordering our free booklet  

Ezekiel—The End Time Prophet.

Stratfor called this 
“a rebirth of German 
fascism.” But who is 
really listening?
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WORLDWATCH

SANCTIONS AGAINST IRAN COLLAPSING

The P5+1 nations (the United States, the United 
Kingdom, France, Russia and China) continue their 

negotiations with Iran over its disputed nuclear pro-
gram. But the corrosive effects of their first deal are 
only now becoming visible as they eat away at inter-
national sanctions. 

The White House has tried hard to pretend as 
though the sanctions in place are still effective. “I 
am confident that the sanctions pressure on Iran 
will continue to mount,” wrote David Cohen, under 
secretary for terrorism and finan-
cial intelligence, in a Wall Street 
Journal op-ed. “Iran will be even 
deeper in the hole six months from 
now, when the deal expires, than 
it is today.” An White House press 
secretary official downplayed the 

sanctions relief provided by the Geneva 
agreement as being “insignificant economi-
cally”—worth a maximum of around $6 to 

$7 billion. “Iran’s 
oil exports will 
remain steady 
at their current 
level of around 
1 million barrels 
per day,” he insisted.

In truth, Iran’s crude oil exports have already swol-
len to 1.32 million barrels per day. Since the sanc-
tions eased, oil-hungry nations such as China, India 

and Japan have been drinking up 
the black gold, bringing the value 
of sanctions relief up to well over 
$20 billion.

With the structure of interna-
tional sanctions collapsing, Iran’s 
immediate future seems secure, 

with a resurgent economy, a thriving oil market, an 
intact nuclear program, and an uninterrupted quest 
to build a bomb. 

On March 4 an Egyptian 
court banned the activities 

of Gaza-based terrorist group 
Hamas. The ruling cut all offi-
cial ties between Egypt and 
Hamas and closed the organiza-
tion’s offices and infrastructure 

Egypt bans Hamas
within Egypt. Hamas opera-
tives currently in Egypt have 

“now lost any legal cover,” and 
“should be arrested,” according 
to the filing lawyer Samir Sabry, 
reported the Times of Israel. 

The Cairo court’s potent 

ruling came two months after 
Egypt’s military-backed interim 
government branded the Mus-
lim Brotherhood a terrorist 
organization. The Brother-
hood is Hamas’s parent organi-
zation. Incarcerated Brother-
hood members face charges that 
could lead to the death penalty. 
Now that Hamas is outlawed in 

Egyptian territory, its members 
face the same threat. 

Since the Egyptian mili-
tary forced Muslim Brother-
hood leader Mohamed Morsi 
from power last July, Egypt has 
worked hard to stifle Hamas’s 
inf luence in the country by 
undermining all trade from 
Egypt into Gaza. Not only did 
it close its main legal, above-
ground crossing with Gaza, 
but it has also destroyed most 
of the 1,200  underground 
smuggling tunnels into the 
strip. This effectively cuts 
Gaza off from any trade except 
the little it can do with Israel. 

This ruling wil l l ikely 
push Hamas further into the 
arms of Turkey and its mod-
erate Arab friends in Qatar. 
Psalm 83 discusses a myste-
rious alliance whereby the 
Gazan region—former terri-
tory of the ancient Philistines 
and now occupied by Hamas—
allies itself not with Iran and 
Egypt, but rather with Turkey 
and the Arabs located in the 
Gulf states. It is no surprise 
that at the same time Hamas’s 
relationship with Egypt is sev-
ered, relations between Qatar 
and Turkey are warming. In 
fact, the only reason the Gaza 
Strip has not collapsed already 
is because of new sources of 
help Hamas has received from 
Turkey and Qatar. 

Expect Hamas to continue 
to grow closer to the Turks 
and its Arab friends—at the 
expense of its traditional allies, 
Egypt and Iran. Q
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Palestinian Hamas forces 
in Gaza City are suddenly 

on Egypt’s bad side.

ROUHANI

Iran’s oil exports to India 
increased from 189,000 barrels 
to 412,000 in January 2014. 

117%
increase

1,200
Number of tunnels between Gaza 
and the Sinai Peninsula, most of 

which have been destroyed by Egypt

Losses in Hamas revenue per month 
from closure of tunnels by Egypt 

since latest offensive

$230 million
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MERKEL ADORES ISRAEL—DO GERMANS AGREE?

German Chancellor Angela Merkel led the 
largest-ever delegation of German cabinet 

members to Israel on February 25 to conduct 
bilateral meetings with their Israeli counterparts 
for two days. The Merkel government signed a 
number of new agreements with Israel, one of 
which will allow Germany to provide consular 
services to Israeli citizens in countries where 
Israel has no diplomatic presence, mainly in hos-
tile Arab nations. Merkel called the agreement a 

“sign of trust” between the two nations. 
“Israel has closer defense relations with Ger-

many than virtually any other country in Europe,” 
World Tribune reported German officials as saying.

To cap off the visit, Merkel received the pres-
idential Medal of Distinction, Israel’s highest 

civilian award, from Israeli President Shimon 
Peres. This is the first time a European politi-
cian has ever received the award. 

Merkel’s motivation appears to be an honest 
desire to make up for what Germany did to the 
Jews in the past. However, her constituents back 
home hardly share her moral duty toward Israel. 
A recent BBC poll showed that only 14 percent of 
Germans have a positive view of Israel.

This dichotomy between the German chan-
cellor and her people falls in line with a proph-
ecy in Hosea 5. This end-time prophecy indi-
cates that the relationship between Germany 
and Israel will warm to the point that Israel will 
go to Germany for help in dealing with the prob-
lem of Palestinian terrorism. However, the Bible 

also indicates that this will lead to a gigantic 
German double cross. Perhaps this will come 
at a time when a new German leader will be in 
power—one who thinks not like Merkel, but like 
the German public.

Britain: Yoo hoo!  
We love you, Germany!
Britain welcomed Ger-

man Chancellor Angela 
Merkel for her whirlwind trip 
to London on February 27. As 
the nation rolled out what the 
press dubbed the “reddest of 
red carpets,” Merkel became 
the second-ever German chan-
cellor to address both houses 
of Parliament; she spoke in the 
Royal Gallery in the Palace of 
Westminster, which is liter-
ally covered in gold and has to 
be one of the most impressive 
venues in the world; she met 

with Prime Minister David 
Cameron; she had tea with the 
Queen in Buckingham Palace. 
All this for a visit that lasted 
only six hours.

Cameron desperately wants 
the German leader’s help. He 
hopes to renegotiate Britain’s 
relationship with the European 
Union, and the best person to 
help with that is the de facto 
leader of the EU: Angela Merkel.

In her speech to Parliament, 
Merkel gave Cameron a little 
hope. “We need a strong United 

Kingdom with a strong voice 
inside the European Union,” she 
said. “If we have that, we will 
be able to make the necessary 
changes for the benefit of all.”

The British press is still 
debating whether Merkel’s 
support for limited reform is 
a victory or defeat for Cam-
eron. But the real story here is 
the way Britain has gone after 
Germany’s help.

The Bible warns in sev-
eral passages that the mod-
ern nations of Israel (primarily 
Britain, the United States and 
Israel) will look to foreign allies 
to solve their problems instead 
of looking to God. It compares 
those nations to a woman 
seeking lovers—in particu-
lar the Assyrians, or Germans 
(e.g. Hosea 2; Ezekiel 23; Lam-
entations 1). That metaphor is 
reflected in Britain’s emotional 
and showy pursuit of Merkel’s 
affection. Cameron almost 
acted like someone trying to 
impress a girlfriend, laying out 
the flashiest program possible 
for the German chancellor. 

The Bible prophesies that 
Britain will continue to look 
to foreign allies to solve its 
problems, unti l it f ina l ly 
learns to put its trust in God 

and not man. Q

 For more on this prophecy,  
request Jerusalem in Prophecy.
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Peres (right) 
awards Merkel 

the Medal of 
Distinction.

Queen 
Elizabeth II 
honors Merkel 
(left) with an 
audience at 
Buckingham 
Palace.

A 2014 poll asked Britons: 
Overall, how positive or nega-
tive do you feel toward each 
of the following countries? 
Here are the mean scores, on a 
scale of 0 to 10, where 0 is very 
negative and 10 is very positive:

 Canada 7.23

 Germany 5.74

 USA 5.73

 Italy 5.7

 Spain 5.69

 France 5.08

 China 4.77

 Russia 4.07

 EU 4.0

 Israel 3.97

 Iran 2.69

The British 
view 
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China and Taiwan held a 
landmark meeting on Febru-

ary 11 to establish representative 
offices (equivalent to embassies 
or consulates) for closer cooper-
ation between the two nations, 
which have long been at odds. 
The agreement, the first of its 
kind in Taiwan’s history, marks 
the latest of many significant 
measures that show the two 
nations are about to reconcile.

In 1949, Chinese Commu-
nists rose up against the ruling 
party and pushed Kuomin-
tang off the mainland onto 
the island of Taiwan. The civil 
war divided China into two 
nations, China and Taiwan, but 
Communist mainland China 
has consistently claimed the 
right to rule Taiwan. Mean-
while, Taiwan, which is offi-
cially called the Republic of 
China, technically claims sov-
ereignty over the mainland.

Yet in 2008, the Taiwan-
ese voted in China-friendly 
Ma Ying-Jeou as president, 
and since then he has made 
conciliatory overtures toward 
Beijing. “The two sides of the 

Taiwan Strait should 
not quarrel,” Ma said 
in 2011. “We should 

China ready to swallow Taiwan

To understand the signifi-
cance of China’s rise, read 

“Czars and Emperors” 
 in our January edition.  

theTrumpet.com/go/11142

instead focus on encourag-
ing and helping each other 
grow ….” On March 17, despite 
strong opposition from opposi-
tion groups, Ma’s Kuomintang 
party passed a historic pact 
that will sharply enhance trade 
between China and Taiwan.  

The warming relationship 
between China and Taiwan is 
bad news for the United States 
and other nations concerned 

about China’s ascendancy. 
For  dec ade s ,  Ta iwa n 

remained an outpost of democ-
racy and maintained warm 
relations with the West. It also 
served as the best location from 
which to monitor China, thanks 
to its proximity and its advanced 
information technology. Shared 
language, ethnicity and culture 
also allows Taiwanese spies to 
blend into Chinese society dur-
ing their reconnaissance mis-
sions. But now, Taiwan appears 
to be questioning its role as the 
eyes and ears for other nations. 
Reports say Ma has halted the 
activities of some Taiwanese spy 
agents operating in China and 
plans to stop sharing intelli-
gence with the U.S. and its allies.

The Trumpet has long pre-
dicted the China-Taiwan rec-
onciliation, which is now gain-
ing great momentum. In 1998, 
editor in chief Gerald Flurry 
wrote, “How could anyone fail 

to see that Taiwan is destined 
to become a part of mainland 
China?” Establishing repre-
sentative offices may be a key 
step toward fulfilling that bold 
geopolitical prediction. When 
Taipei refuses China’s increas-
ingly bold advances, Beijing 
often responds with war games 
and other threats of force. But 
under Ma’s Beijing-friendly 
rule, and despite some Taiwan-
ese protests, such refusals are 
becoming less and less com-
mon. When China completes 
this reconciliation process, its 
ability to dominate the Pacific 
will grow—as will its capacity 
to persuade other Asian states 
to rally behind Beijing. Q

WHY IS CHINA  
CONCERNED ABOUT JAPAN?

China expressed “serious concern” over Japan’s 
possession of weapons-grade nuclear material in 

a February 18 report in the China Daily. Beijing is push-
ing for Tokyo to return the plutonium to the United 
States as quickly as possible. “We believe that Japan 
… should strictly observe its international obligations 
of nuclear nonproliferation and nuclear security,” Chi-
nese Foreign Ministry spokeswoman Hua Chunying 
said. China possesses nuclear weapons; Japan cur-
rently does not.

Since 2010, the Obama administration has also 
been urging Tokyo to return the plutonium, which the 
U.S. gave to Japan during the Cold War for research 
purposes. But Japan has strongly resisted. It has been 
promising to return the material, even as recently as 
February, but has so far failed to follow through.

The 331 kilograms of plutonium currently stored at 

Japan’s Atomic Energy Agency is enough to produce 
40 to 50 nuclear weapons. In light of the nationalistic 
shifts underway in Japan, and the growing number of 
Japanese who view their nation’s World War II history 
without remorse, this news takes on great significance. 
As the U.S. snubs history, turns inward and ignores 
geopolitical shifts, the barriers established to prevent 
another world war are being systematically dismantled.
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Top six Asian  
nations by  
population

China
India

Indonesia
Pakistan

Bangladesh
Japan

1.24 bil.
1.36 bil.

249 mil.
184 mil.

155 mil.
127 mil.

WORLDWATCH

SOUTH CHINA SEA

EAST CHINA SEA

PACIFIC OCEAN

CHINA

gTAIWAN

gPHILIPPINES

JAPANh

Company officials visit Japan’s 
Fukushima nuclear power plant.
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Mexican  authorities 
arrested Joaquín “El 

Chapo” Guzmán, the Mexican 
drug baron who headed 
the Sinaloa Federation, 
on February 22. Guzmán 
was the most elusive 
criminal in Mexico, the 
most wanted felon of 
the U.S. Drug Enforce-
ment Administration, Forbes 
magazine’s 67th most powerful 

person in the world and 701st-
ranked billionaire tycoon, and 
Chicago’s Public Enemy No. 1.

Guzmán was arrested 
in 1993 for drug trafficking 

Drug lord jailed— 
what happens next?

crimes, but he shamed Mexico 
by running his narcotics busi-
ness from a maximum-security  
prison until his eventual escape 
in 2001. “El Chapo” consoli-
dated the Sinaloa Federation 
cartel ’s narcotics business 
into an international enter-
prise whose tentacles reached 
throughout the United States 
and even into drug markets in 
Europe, Asia and Australia. In 
Mexico, the Sinaloa Federation 
controlled the greatest geogra-
phy of any cartel. 

Yet, in spite of his recent 
arrest, not everyone broke out 
the tequila in victory celebra-
tions. “It’s like time stood still,” 
wrote journalist and author 
Javier Valdez. “There is a feel-
ing of uncertainty, a worry of 
what could come next.” 

Guzmán’s arrest will not 
solve Mexico’s drug night-
mare. The history of the 
Sinaloa Federation shows that a 
power vacuum can lead to vio-

lent intra-cartel bat-
tles for succession, or 
inter-cartel turf wars. 
While Guzmán was 
a significant part of 
the drug problem, the 
real problem is human 

nature and the insatiable drug 
market north of Mexico. Q

EU AND BRAZIL WANT TO HAVE SECRET CONVERSATIONS

The European Union and Bra-
zil announced on February 24 

that they will lay an $185 million 
undersea cable connecting their 
two continents in order to keep 
the United States from spying on 
their communications. 

Brazilian President Dilma 
Rousseff framed the project in 
terms of “respect[ing] privacy, human rights and 
the sovereignty of nations,” and frankly stated: 
“We don’t want businesses to be spied upon.” 
Last year, Rousseff canceled a trip to Washington 
after learning that the U.S. had been tapping her 

cell phone and e-mail. 
The planned cable 

would stretch some 
3,500 miles from Lis-
bon, Portugal, to For-
taleza, Brazil , and 
would allow the EU 
and Brazil to stop 
relying on America’s 

undersea cables for their communications. 
On the same day, Rousseff and her Euro-

pean counterparts expressed hope for a break-
through in trade negotiations between the EU 
and Mercosur, the Latin American economic bloc 

to which Brazil belongs. The two sides have 
been working toward a mammoth free trade 
deal since 2000, but the talks so far have pro-
duced few results. Their mutual anger over U.S. 
spying may prove to be the catalyst they need 
to jolt the trade deal to life. 

European Commission President José Man-
uel Barroso said the agreement aims to expand 
far beyond just Brazil. “It will allow for the com-
pletion of an economic area in the long run 
between Europe and South America.” 

The United States is still South America’s 
largest trade partner, but its position has been 
sliding, and Europe has been working to take its 
place—just as the Trumpet’s predecessor, 
the Plain Truth, predicted in the 1960s. 29
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THIRD ASIAN 
GIANT WANTS  
A BIGGER ROLE

India reiterated on February 
24 that it wishes to play a 

broader and deeper role in the 
Shanghai Cooperation Orga-
nization and that it hopes to 
become a full member soon. 
The SCO is a Eurasian politi-
cal, economic and military 
bloc dominated by Russia and 
China. It also includes Kazakh-
stan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan 
and Uzbekistan. The admis-
sion of India would greatly 
extend the SCO’s geographic 
reach and boost the popula-
tion it represents to just under 
3 billion. The expansion could 
transform the SCO’s mission 
and bolster its geopolitical 
significance. China and Russia 
are the regional behemoths 
driving the cooperation of the 
East, and the SCO appears to 
be one vehicle they are using 
to attain that cooperation.

Joaquín "El Chapo"  
Guzmán, the day  
he was arrested

JOAQUÍN “EL CHAPO” GUZMÁN
· 67th most powerful person in the world

· 701st-ranked billionaire tycoon
· Chicago's public enemy No. 1

Brazil’s president 
meets with EU 
officials in February.
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The government wants  
your retirement money
Many Americans have 

virtually nothing saved 
for their retirement. President 
Barack Obama emphasized this 
point in his State of the Union 
speech in January and proposed 
a dramatic solution: He wants 
you to trust your retirement 
money to the government.

The president announced “a 
new savings bond that encour-
ages folks to build a nest egg,” 
called the myRA plan. He 
described it as a risk-free invest-
ment that comes with a decent 
return. No risk—decent return? 

Here is how the plan works. 
Anybody who makes less than 
$191,000 household income 
can contribute to the myRA. 
Contributions would be with 
af ter-tax money. Once in 
retirement, withdrawals are 
tax-free.

If that sounds a lot like a 
Roth ira, that’s because it is 
a lot like a Roth ira. The big 
difference, though, is that in 
a Roth ira, you can invest in 
virtually anything you want. 
With the myRA, you only get 
one choice. What is it? The only 

RADICAL ISLAM EXPLODES IN NIGERIA

Islamist terrorist group Boko Haram massacred 
more than 1,300 people in northern Nigeria in 

January and February alone, marking a bloody 
surge in its ongoing campaign of violence.

“We are in a state of war,” Nigeria’s Bono 
state Governor Kashim Shettima said on Febru-
ary 17. He conceded that “Boko Haram are bet-
ter armed and better motivated than our own 
troops.” He said defeating the group “is impos-
sible for us.” 

Last May, the government declared a state 
of emergency in the three main affected states 
and formed a joint task force to stop the terror-
ists. Though they deployed over 20,000 soldiers, 
the attacks continued, displacing nearly 300,000 

residents from the region.
Boko Haram has links to groups 

like al Qaeda in the 
I s l am ic  Magh reb 
(AQIM). It is working 
with one of AQIM’s 
offshoots, the “Sign-
ers in Blood,” which 
took over Northern 
Mali and carried out 
at tacks in Algeria. 
Boko Haram’s fighters 
are well armed, and 
some believe their weapons are from Muammar 
Qadhafi’s regime in Libya and/or from the vol-
atile Central African Republic, where Islamists 
looted millions of weapons from the govern-
ment before being forced out. 

As radical Islam becomes more deeply 

entrenched across North Africa, the region is 
breaking out into pockets of unrest and violence. 
Although America can no longer be relied on 
to control such outbreaks, one major power is 
watching this situation closely and is beginning 
to take action to secure its interests: Europe.30

thing you can invest in is gov-
ernment bonds.

The bonds in the myRA will 
be modeled on the government’s 
Thrift Savings Plan Govern-
ment Securities Fund. This fund 
returned 1.47 percent in 2012. 
The cumulative return over the 
past three years is 5.92 percent. 

This investment doesn’t even 
keep up with the rate of infla-
tion. And if interest rates start 
rising from their historic lows, 
investors will get massacred.

This plan is so bad that if it 
were a private company offering 
this plan to investors, it would 
be illegal. The myRA violates 
multiple fiduciary standards 
required by the government’s 
own legislation. For example, 
investment administrators are 
not allowed to use investors’ 
money to make loans to them-
selves or to businesses they 
are associated with—which is 
exactly what the myRA does. 
Additionally, a private company 
would have to identify potential 
conflicts of interest and both 
communicate and address them. 
President Obama did neither.

So why would the president 
of the United States promote 
such a terrible investment that 

would be illegal if anybody else 
offered it? It gets down to this: 
America has largely fleeced the 
Chinese and Japanese for all it 
can, so now the government is 
turning to the last big pool of 
money left to keep it operating: 
retirement funds.

With the Federal Reserve 
saying it has to cut back its 
money printing, the U.S. gov-
ernment will soon need to come 
up with an additional $45 billion 
per month to pay its bills. For 
the past several years, the Fed-
eral Reserve covered the entire 
U.S. deficit with money print-
ing. It allowed tough budget 
decisions to be postponed, but 
now, unless some other source 
of cheap money is found, a day 
of reckoning may be imminent.

Hence the new plan to 
finance the deficit—without 
politically uncomfortable rais-
ing of taxes or spending cuts.

Sadly, in the end it will 
hurt most the very people the 
president purports to be help-
ing. The only people likely to 
invest in such a plan are the 
poor and middle class. That’s 
because many of the poor are 
uneducated, and the middle 
class is trusting. Q

pic

The aftermath of two  
explosions set off in  

Maiduguri, Nigeria
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What It  
Means to  
Serve God

Does your performance match your  
desire to serve? BY STEPHEN FLURRY

D uring his ministry, Paul organized a collection 
of supplies for Church members in Jerusalem who were 
suffering through a drought. Given the urgent need, 
many of the Macedonians gave beyond their means. 

Paul wrote of their generosity to the Corinthians: “We want 
you to know brethren, about the grace of God which has been 
shown in the churches of Macedonia, for in severe test of afflic-
tion, their abundance of joy and their extreme poverty have over-
flowed in a wealth of liberality on their part” (2 Corinthians 8:1-2; 
Revised Standard Version). Notice: The 
Macedonians’ giving attitude resulted in 
an abundance of joy!

It wasn’t just the goods the 
Macedonians gave that impressed Paul, 
it was their attitude of service. “[B]ut first 
they gave themselves to the Lord and to 
us by the will of God” (verse 5; rsv). The 
Macedonians gave wholeheartedly. That 
is why they were so joyous. 

The Corinthians, on the other hand, 
desired to serve, but their performance 
didn’t quite measure up. “I say this not 
as a command,” Paul wrote, “but to prove 
by the earnestness of others that your love 
also is genuine” (verse 8; rsv). 

God wants to prove the same thing 
about us. Does your performance match 
your desire to serve? When you give of 
yourself, do you find yourself giving 
with the attitude of the Macedonians—
or of the Corinthians?

In Matthew 20, Christ’s disciples began getting competitive 
with each other, debating which would achieve the highest posi-
tion of authority. That is how most people view leadership: It’s 
an exalted position where they can exert dominion over those 
below.

Christ told His disciples that true leadership is actually about 
service—unselfishly sacrificing for others. “Whoever wants to be 
the great man among you must be your servant,” He said, “and 
whoever wants to be first among you must be the slave of all,” 
(verses 26-27; Moffatt). 

Christ, the ultimate leader, gave His life for those under Him 
as “a ransom for many” (verse 28; Moffatt). That is the essence 
of godly service.

Romans 12:1 says, “I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mer-
cies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, accept-
able unto God, which is your reasonable service.” Sacrifice is the 

“surrender of something for the sake of something else.” In this case, 
Paul asks for living sacrifices—living your life in service to others. 
Paul said this is our reasonable service. Given what God has done 
for all of us, it’s reasonable for us to be living sacrifices in return!

“If we do only what is required and what we’re supposed to do, in 
God’s sight, that is not enough,” Hebert W. Armstrong said. “God 
requires that we do a little more than that. Many of us think if we 
do just what is required, we’ll get into the Kingdom of God. We’re 
still thinking of how much we can get. As long as you’re think-
ing how much you can get, you’re probably not going to get into 
the Kingdom of God.” God does require certain things from us. 
But to sacrifice our life in service to God means doing more than 
what is required. It means we have the right attitude in our service.

Verse 2 also emphasizes the importance of proper attitude, 
which can be obtained by the daily renewal of your mind (see 
also 2 Corinthians 4:16). Moffatt translates part of verse 2, “be 
transformed in nature, able to make out what the will of God is.” 
God’s will is that we exhibit the same humble, serving, attitude 
that Christ Himself displayed as He washed His disciples’ feet.

Philippians 2:3 puts it this way: “Let 
nothing be done through strife or vain-
glory; but in lowliness of mind let each 
esteem other better than themselves.”

Mr. Armstrong often spoke about 
his life prior to conversion, when he 
considered himself important in his 
own eyes. But after a period of cata-
strophic circumstances and numerous 
business failures over several years, his 
self-confidence was smashed. “I took 
a new look at myself. And what I now 
saw was pretty humiliating,” he wrote. 

“I called myself a burned out ‘hunk of 
junk.’ I felt unworthy to be cast onto a 
junk pile. At this point a soul-jarring 
experience and a new self-appraisal 
resulted in a total about-face. A jolt 
changed the direction of my life” (Good 
News, April 1981).

Once he was in a right attitude, God 
was able to work with him in a power-

ful way. Through him, God built one of the foremost religious 
and humanitarian international organizations of the 20th cen-
tury. And Mr. Armstrong sacrificed for that work and those who 
supported him for the rest of his natural life!

Whatever our specific responsibilities, there is one thing we 
can all do: Give to others in service and sacrifice. Acts 20:35 says, 

“It is more blessed to give than to receive.” Moffatt translates it, “To 
give is happier than to get.” The more we give and serve, the more 
God gives in return—and the happier we will be! 

Give yourself in service to God. As you do, God will give back 
an abundance of blessings. You don’t have to take my 
word for it—you can prove it! Put this law to the test in 
your life today! Q

PRINCIPLES OF LIVING

Herbert W. Armstrong  
meets children at an  

Australian youth camp.
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DISCUSSION BOARD

The ‘new’ Germany
Thank you for this very revealing look at the new Germany—or, should I 
say old? (“Germany’s Urgent and Dangerous Military Decision,” April). I am 
happy that you clarified that the Germans are a great people, and Germany 
is a great nation. Some people misinterpret what you say about Germany 
thinking that you are being judgmental, when in reality, you are simply 
relating facts of history which we could all learn from. I found this article 
about the world-shaking event that occurred on January 15/16, to be a huge 
stamp of authentication as to who had it right all along. The articles on 
theTrumpet.com are a continuation of that same great work. He was right! 
 Ross Freeman—GEORGIA

RESPONSES TO “DIRT CHEAP” 

 “This is an article every single human on this planet should read and 
understand right now.” 

“Despite what you think of 'bugs in the ground'—the Lord put them 
there for a reason, and we are expected to be good stewards of 

His creation.”

“How interesting to know what a miracle even the soil we 
have under our feet is.”

“The push for quantity over quality has degraded the 
food we all eat to a mineral-deficient shadow of its 

former self.”

“I have discovered through trial and error that 
man-made chemical fertilizers work well 

temporarily but that they eventually cause 
more damage and harm to potted plants 

in the long run because they make  
the soil unproductive and dead.”

FEEDBACK
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Timetable of Prophecy 

Does Religion Misrepresent God?

Positive NegativeNeutral

19% (other articles)

Educational analysis
The Trumpet is inspiring, informative and above all 
educational (“How the Trumpet Is Different,” April). 
I do believe education, particularly in God’s Word, 
is something very much missing in the world 
today, which is why we see evil beyond belief 
and a world tearing itself apart. The trumpet must 
keep blowing! Elliot Nash—CALIFORNIA

I started reading the Plain Truth in the '60s wher-
ever I could find it. I didn’t even know how to 
order it. I began reading the Trumpet wherever 
I could find it until I learned to order it. I haven’t 
missed reading the magazine or the e-mail 
since I subscribed and urge everyone I know or 
talk with to do the same. … I wish world leaders 
would read them, but then they would not be 

leaders of the world. Such is the nature of man.
Frederick Greenwell—VERMONT

Religion’s false portrayal of God
Thank you for this very necessary article (“Does 
Religion Misrepresent God?” April). Both children 
and adults need to know the real, living, merciful, 
lawful and loving Eternal God to experience a 
truly joy-filled life. Johnet Smith—SOUTH AFRICA

You wrote: “Most of the rest of traditional Chris-
tianity admits to only following what is written 
in the New Testament and Psalms.” But if one 
actually looks into what they base their “beliefs” 
on, one finds most of it is the exact opposite of 
what is actually written in the New Testament 
and Psalms. David Hallett—WASHINGTON
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You don’t have to wait two  

months for the next issue. Get 
the same Bible-based analysis by 
visiting theTrumpet.com. Here’s a 
sample of our ongoing coverage  

of the Crimean crisis:
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Many atheists are truth seekers. The problem is 
they have been told so many lies that they don’t 
know what to believe. If they would just follow 
the Trumpet and study the Bible they would 
find all the answers they seek.

Theodore Trecker—FLORIDA

The not-so-high life
This tells you a lot about the society we live in 
(“The High Life,” April). It also shows just how 
unhappy and unfulfilled so many people are 
these days. Pop and movie stars are indeed 
treated as gods, but they are not called idols for 
nothing. Great article! Colin Jurd—AUSTRALIA

This is an excellent article and a very interest-
ing read. I like that you did not just tell us the 
problem, but showed the solution. JDG

Your description of the hole that is in each 
human being brought me to tears. I see the 
results all around me of people trying to fill that 
void with something other than God. For some 
it is drugs, others illicit sex, still others fill their 
minds with mind-numbing amounts of sports. 
Whatever the solution, it is never the right one! 
As you said, the hole comes back deeper than 
before. What a wonderful thing to know that 
soon everyone will be able to have that relation-
ship with their heavenly Father and will no 
longer seek after a substitute relationship that 
can only leave them unfulfilled.
 Rebecca Utter—KENTUCKY

As a retired registered pharmacist, I can see 
many sides of most drug issues. At first blush, 
if those illicit drugs were made legal and con-
trolled by DEA and ethical pharmacists, it would 
seem to be a workable solution. However, one 
must look deeper at such an issue. First the 
word “ethical” is the one I chose to use, but that 
does not apply to all pharmacists. I know for a 
fact, and have witnessed much abuse.
The now-illicit dealers would then seemingly 
have no market, and “controls” would likely 
save many lives. However, Oxycontin (Oxyco-
done) is one example of a “controlled” sub-
stance, yet it has become number one among 
abused prescription drugs. In many areas 
Oxycontin abuse has become rampant. Others 
in approximate order include Percocet, Percodan, 
Tylox, morphine, codeine and more. Legalization 
with controls does not seem to represent a com-
prehensive answer. Drugs on the street seem to 
represent an even greater danger; so that is also 
undesirable. A comprehensive answer is in my 
opinion unobtainable until we bring God back 

into the equation. He has been outlawed in 
schools and public places, and some are trying 
to eliminate God completely.   
 Harris Allen—NORTH CAROLINA

The war on pot is a joke and nothing more than 
a tool to control the masses. Marijuana has 
many health benefits and cures, which is the 
real reason they want to keep it illegal. Only the 
ignorant and the biased that have bought into 
the lies that they’ve been told believe. Jeff W

All drugs have a damaging effect on society, no 
matter whether it is heroine or marijuana. All 
of these drugs dull the senses and rob you of 
any ability to form a meaningful relationship 
with God. The problem is now that with times 
getting rapidly worse and Satan working harder 
than ever to destroy mankind, people are going 
to look ever increasingly for that “way out” of 
reality. Mark Bird—UNITED KINGDOM

Christ’s prophetic timetable
Thank you for making this so clear and under-
standable., laying it out step by step (“Where We 
Are on Jesus’s Timetable of Prophecy,” April). If 
only we could all heed and follow your leadership.
 Violet

I have been a reader of your materials since the 
early 1970s and wish to thank you for all your 
hard work. Jerry Betancur

I appreciate the boldness of the truth you teach. 
This world is sick and needs to heal. The only 
way I see that happening for mankind is for the 
Lord’s return. I pray for His return and for all who 
desire a life free of pain, hurt and hopelessness. 

Linda Roberson

Future sons of God
Thank you once again for this wonderful vision 
that you have in this article (“What Does It Mean 
to Be a ‘Son of God’?” April). It should be deeply 
rooted in our mind that when God says, “Let 
us make man in our image, according to our 
likeness,” that we will be God’s born children 
in the Kingdom of God Family. That is our only 
hope to stand and survive in this world that is 
so saturated with sin and confusion. Carmen

This world is littered with all kinds of trash. We 
all pray for the return of Jesus Christ and for that 
change. Thank you so much for this article. It 
gives us more zeal to stay closer to God. This is 
the only hope that we are clinging to. Thank you.

Eloisa Todoc—PHILIPPINES

Crimea Crisis Impacts Europe
theTrumpet.com/go/KOD1442

America’s Foreign Policy  
Is Based on Fantasy  
theTrumpet.com/go/11429

Disrupting Putin’s Game Plan
thetrumpet.com/go/TD1438

Russia Deploys Troops Near  
Polish and Lithuanian Borders
theTrumpet.com/go/11421

Bible Prophecy  
Comes Alive in Sochi
theTrumpet.com/go/11383

The Resurrection of Soviet Russia
theTrumpet.com/go/11385
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SOCIETYWATCH

Students at the Univer-
sity of Illinois will pay 

more for their insurance this 
year—and it is not just because 
of Obamacare. In March, the 
university’s board of trustees 
voted eight-to-two to cover sex-
change operations for students. 

Thanks to the Affordable 

Health Care Act, insurance 
costs for healthy young peo-
ple are soaring. Insurance pre-
miums will rise 15 percent this 
year at the university. Adding 
gender-reassignment surgery 
to every student’s insurance 
will raise rates even further. 

Interestingly, one of the two 
no votes came from the stu-
dent body representative, who 
argued that the changes were 
pushed through without any 
debate and without informing 
students first. “I would make 
the argument that 90 percent of 
this campus has no idea that this 
is being added to the student 
health insurance,” Michael Cun-
ningham told CampusReform 
.org. “I am the student trustee 
on campus. If I just found out 17 
days ago, I can’t possibly imag-
ine what the rest of the 40,000 
students don’t know or feel.”

At least 51 universities, 
including Yale and Harvard, 
now force their students to 
help pay for sex-change opera-
tions for peers at their colleges. 

The extra surgery coverage on 
college campuses marks a vic-
tory for aggressive lobbying 
by homosexual, bisexual and 
transgender activists.

The University of Mary-
land also added gender-reas-
signment surgery to students’ 
health insurance plans this 
year. The university’s health 
center director said she will 
only seek student input if the 
cost estimates come in higher 
than the expected 1 per-
cent increase. The university 
already forces students to sub-
sidize hormone therapy for 
transgender students under its 
health insurance plan.

How much do sex-change 
surgeries cost? Mykell Hatcher-
McLarin, a senior from Balti-
more and a transgender advo-
cate who is biologically female 
but identifies as male, started 
an online fund-raiser to ask 
people to pay for chest mas-
culinization surgery; her pro-
cedure is expected to cost at 
least $7,000. For many, the 

cost could be significantly 
higher. University officials 
asked for surgery coverage up 
to $100,000 per individual.

The fact that student gen-
der-reassignment coverage is 
occurring on so many cam-
puses shows how quickly social 
values are changing. And his-
tory shows that trends that 
begin on college campuses 
eventually make their way to 
the rest of society. 

Transgender advocates hope 
that the Affordable Care Act, 
which prevents insurers from 
denying coverage for pre-exist-
ing conditions, will eventually 
force insurers to pay for gender 
reassignments. State insurance 
commissioners in Oregon, Cal-
ifornia, Vermont, Colorado and 
Washington, d.c., have said 
that under Obamacare’s provi-
sions a person’s gender identity 
cannot be a reason to deny cov-
erage. Soon you too may have 
to pay for gender-reassignment 
surgery—if you want to keep 
your health insurance. Q

Student  
insurance  
pays for what?

THE GOVERNMENT’S PLAN TO POLICE NEWSROOMS 

America’s news stations are so bad that 
the government needs to step in and 

make sure Americans get the news they need. 
Before February 21, this was the position of the 
Obama administration. That was when the Fed-
eral Communications Commission (FCC) came 
under intense criticism for its plan to put gov-
ernment observers into radio stations, television 
and even newspaper newsrooms to make sure 
Americans were getting the “critical news.”

The FCC said it wanted to examine “the pro-
cess by which stories are selected,” how well sta-
tions cover “critical information needs,” if there is 
“perceived station bias” and how responsive sta-
tions are to “underserved” minority populations.

Ajit Pai, a commissioner with the FCC and now 
a whistle-blower, warned in the Wall Street Jour-
nal that the plan involved grilling “reporters, edi-
tors and station owners about how they decide 

which stories to run” (February 10). Pai 
questioned whether it was a thinly veiled 
effort to wade into office politics, look for 

angry reporters whose story ideas were rejected, 
and use this as evidence of wrongdoing and con-
spiracy in the media. The concern was that this 
“evidence” would then be used as blunt-force 
weapon to coerce media outlets into “voluntarily” 
complying with how the political appointees at 
the FCC thinks news stories should be covered. 

Since the FCC determines whether or not 
television and radio get licenses, “voluntary” 
isn’t really voluntary. 

Pai compared this move to the now-aban-
doned “fairness doctrine” by which the govern-
ment decided whether or not radio station pro-
gramming was politically balanced and fair. If a 
station wasn’t considered “fair,” its license was 
revoked and given to someone else. 

Former New Jersey Superior Court Judge 
Andrew Napolitano called the FCC plan “a radi-
cal new era of tyranny for the White House.” 
National Review compared it to the IRS scan-
dal by which the agency targeted Tea Party and 
conservative groups. 

America’s Founders knew the importance 
of the freedom of the press, and guaranteed 
it with the First Amendment. But that provision 
was meant to secure the liberty not only of 
the media—but also of the country. America’s 
founders knew that a free press was a check on 
totalitarianism because it holds leaders account-
able to the people they represent. As long as 
the press is free and individuals are allowed to 
express their views, it is a check on government. 

Due to the uproar, the FCC plan was post-
poned on February 21. But the fact that the FCC 
even considered putting government observers 
in newsrooms says a lot about the administration, 
its regard for the Constitution, and its motives.34

Students protest at 
an Illinois university. 

Journalists’ decision making 
is a target of FCC scrutiny.
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“T his is an act of aggression. … It’s really 19th-
century behavior in the 21st century. … You just don’t 
invade another country ….” 

So said John Kerry, the United States secretary of 
state, in response to Russia’s invasion of Ukraine in March. That 
remark is valuable, because it provides profound insight into the 
worldview of America’s leaders and the disastrous mentality at 
the heart of America’s foreign policy.

Kerry’s remark reveals a fatal ignorance of human nature. 
The Obama administration apparently believes that because 

we live in the 21st century, because our leaders have Ph.D.s and 
were educated at Oxford and Yale, because the world is highly 
globalized and our leaders engage in erudite diplomacy, because 
human civilization is more sophisticated and advanced, that we 
have evolved beyond the era of invasions and wars. This is the 21st 
century, they seem to reason, and we’re now too smart and too pro-
gressive to invade nations and start wars.

It’s a pleasant thought, and one we all wish was true. But it 
ignores a basic reality: The 21st-century human heart is exactly the 
same as the 19th-century human heart, and the 10th-century 
human heart, and the first-century human heart. Perhaps we have 
accumulated more knowledge. Perhaps we appear more sophisti-
cated. We certainly have better technology. But our added intel-
ligence and sophistication comes with a handicap.

It has blinded us to the fact that our human nature remains 
the same!

Behind the tailored suits, the smartphones, the culture, the 
sophistication, the private jets and the eloquent diplomacy, exist 
hearts that are naturally selfish, hearts that are inherently vain, 
hearts that crave power and preeminence, hearts that are fatally 
deceptive and wicked. Embedded within Vladimir Putin, as in all 
men, is an essential desire for self-preservation and self-advance-
ment, and a proclivity to put self-interest and the interests of one’s 
own (family, state, country) above the interests of others. 

This truth is summed up in Jeremiah 17, particularly verse 9, 
which ought to be carved in granite above the entrance to the U.S. 
State Department: “The heart is deceitful above all things, 
and desperately wicked: who can know it?”

This is worth thinking about. Your heart, and mine, and 
Barack Obama’s, and Vladimir Putin’s, and Xi Jinping’s, and 
even the pope’s, is “deceitful” and “desperately wicked.” The 
Hebrew word translated deceitful means sly, insidious or 
slippery. Wicked means sick, frail, woeful or incurable. Our 
hearts are not just sick or woeful, they are desperately sick 
and woeful, to the point of being incurable. This truth is not 
easy to sincerely accept. But consider the impact it would 
have if it informed and shaped America’s foreign policy.

Politics and the 
Wicked Human 
Heart

COMMENTARY

BY BRAD MACDONALD

If Jeremiah 17:9 were valued, foreign-policy strategies and 
decisions would take into account the tendency in other govern-
ments to lie, cheat and deceive. America’s leaders would be cau-
tious about investing trust in the promises and platitudes of oth-
ers. Aware of the selfish human nature within their counterparts 
in other states—and knowing that other states are advancing 
their own creed and pursuing their own ambitions—Washing-
ton would exercise a foreign policy of cautious realism. This may 
sound cynical and pessimistic, but such an outlook would inform 
a more resilient, stable and effective foreign policy, one less likely 
to be caught off guard by lies and exploited by deception.

Informed by Jeremiah 17:9, the wise statesman would be wary 
of obfuscation and lying, and would invest his faith and hope 
in action, not promises or rhetoric. Policies of appeasement and 
compromise would be practiced slowly, with caution. And while 
the foreign policy informed by Jeremiah 17:9 would not willingly 
or actively incite conflict, it would understand that conflict is inev-
itable and would always be ready for it.

Joseph Conrad wrote, “I have never been able to find in any 
man’s book or any man’s talk anything convincing enough to stand 
up for a moment against my deep-seated sense of fatality governing 
this man-inhabited world. … The only remedy for … us is the change 
of hearts.” Many today would call Conrad a cynic. But he was sim-
ply looking into human history and making a realistic observation. 

The human heart does not know the way to long-term peace, 
happiness and stability. We simply don’t know how to forge a 
world without conflict, unhappiness and destruction. 

Conrad was absolutely right: The only remedy for mankind is 
a “change of hearts.” Believe it or not, this change of heart Con-
rad yearned for is almost here. 

Few people have understood the depths of Jeremiah 17:9 like the 
late Herbert W. Armstrong. Employing the authority of Scripture, 
Mr. Armstrong explained the origins of this evil, selfish state of 
the human heart and mind. “[T]he selfishness, hostility, deceitful-
ness, wickedness, rebellion, etc. that we call ‘human nature’ is actu-
ally Satan’s nature,” he wrote in The Incredible Human Potential.

Although the human heart is terribly sick—incurable by human 
beings—there is a cure. The cure lies in the Spirit of God, the divine 
power by which mankind was created, and by which converted 
Christians produce fruits of peace, joy, gentleness, longsuffering 
and giving. In His time, God will make that Spirit available to all 
of mankind. When the Spirit of God enters the minds of men, their 
human hearts will be healed of their infirmities.

Until then, it would be wise for Barack Obama and the stew-
ards of America’s foreign policy to study Jeremiah 17:9. Q
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“This is an act of aggression. …  
It’s really 19th-century behavior in 
the 21st century. … You just don’t 
invade another country ….” 

JOHN KERRY
UNITED STATES SECRETARY OF STATE
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ALL TIMES ARE A.M. LOCAL TIME UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED

UNITED STATES
Nationwide Satellite 
Galaxy 3 Trans. 17 11:30 ET, Tue/Thu
Galaxy 3 Trans. 21 11:30 ET, Tue/Thu

Direct TV
CW Plus, Chan. 34, 9:30 ET/PT, Sun
Discovery, Chan. 278, 6:30 ET/PT, Sun
ION, Chan. 305, 6:00 ET, Fri
WGN, Chan. 307, 8:00 ET, Sun

Dish Network
Discovery, Chan. 182, 6:30 ET/PT, Sun
ION, Chan. 216, 6:00 ET, Fri
WGN, Chan. 239, 8:00 ET, Sun

Nationwide Cable
CW Plus, 9:30 ET/PT, Sun
Discovery, 6:30 ET/PT, Sun
ION, 6:00 ET, Fri
WGN, 8:00 ET, Sun

Alabama, Birmingham WPXH 5:00, Fri; 
WVUA 1:00 p.m., Sun

Dothan WTVY-DT 8:30, Sun
Montgomery WBMM/WBMM-DT 8:30, Sun

Alaska, Anchorage KIMO-DT 8:30, Sun
Fairbanks KATN-DT 8:30, Sun
Juneau KJUD-DT 8:30, Sun

Arizona, Phoenix KPPX 5:00, Fri; KAZT 
8:00, Sun

Yuma-El Centro KSWT-DT 9:30, Sun
Arkansas, Fayetteville KWFT 8:30, Sun

Fort Smith KCWA 8:30, Sun
Jonesboro KJOS 8:30, Sun
Rogers KWFT 8:30, Sun
Springdale KWFT 8:30, Sun

California, Bakersfield KGET-DT 9:30, Sun
Chico KHSL-DT 9:30, Sun; KRCR 9:00, Sun 
El Centro KWUB 9:30, Sun
Eureka KUVU-DT 9:30, Sun
Los Angeles KPXN 6:00, Fri; 

TVCLT-Bilingual, 7:30 Sun
Monterey KMWB 9:30, Sun
Palm Springs KESQ/KCWQ-DT 9:30, Sun
Redding KHSL-DT 9:30, Sun; KRCR 

9:00, Sun
Sacramento KSPX 6:00, Fri; 

TVCLT-Bilingual, 7:30 Sun
Salinas KION 9:30, Sun
San Diego TVCLT-Bilingual, 7:30 Sun
San Francisco KKPX 6:00, Fri
Santa Barbara KSBY-DT 9:30, Sun
Sun City/Menifee TVCLT-Bilingual, 

7:30 Sun
Colorado, Denver KPXC 5:00, Fri

Grand Junction KCJT 8:30, Sun
Montrose KKCO-DT 10:30, Sun

Connecticut, Hartford WHPX 6:00, Fri
Delaware, Dover WBD 9:30, Sun

Salisbury WMDT-DT 9:30, Sun
Florida, Gainesville WCJB-DT 9:30, Sun

Jacksonville WPXC/WPXJ-LP 6:00, Fri
Miami WPXM 6:00, Fri
Orlando WOPX 6:00, Fri
Panama City WJHG-DT 8:30, Sun
Tallahassee WTXL 7:30, Sun
Tallahassee-Thomasville WTLF-DT/

WTLH-DT 9:30, Sun
Tampa WXPX 6:00, Fri
West Palm Beach WPXP 6:00, Fri

Georgia, Albany WBSK 9:30, Sun
Augusta WAGT-DT 9:30, Sun

Brunswick WPXC 6:00, Fri
Columbus WLGA 9:30, Sun
Macon WBMN 9:30, Sun
Savannah WGSA/WGCW-LP 9:30, Sun

Hawaii, Hawaii Na Leo Chan. 54 6:30, 
Sun; 8:30, Wed

Kaui Ho’ Ike Chan. 52 9:30, Tue
Maui/Lanaii/Molokai/Niihau/Akaku  

Chan. 52 6:30 pm, Sun; 3:30, Mon
Oahu  Focus Chan. 49 7:00 am Sat (Olelo)

   Chan. 27 5:00 am, Fri KPXO
   Chan. 333 3:30 am, Sun The Discovery 

Channel
Idaho, Idaho Falls KPIF/KBEO 10:30, Sun

Pocatello KPIF 10:30, Sun
Twin Falls KMVT-DT/KTWT-LP 10:30, Sun

Illinois, Bloomington WHOI-DT 8:30, Sun
Chicago WCUU 7:00, Mon-Fri; WCIU 

9:30, Sun; WCPX 5:00, Fri
Peoria WHOI-DT 8:30, Sun
Rockford WREX-DT 8:30, Sun

Indiana, Fort Wayne WPTA-DT 21.2 
9:30, Sun

Indianapolis WIPX 6:00, Fri
Terre Haute WBI 8:30, Sun

Iowa, Austin KTTC-DT 8:30, Sun
Cedar Rapids KPXR 5:00, Fri
Des Moines KFPX 5:00, Fri
Keokuk WEWB 8:30, Sun
Kirksville KWOT 8:30, Sun
Mason City KTTC-DT 8:30, Sun
Ottumwa KWOT 8:30, Sun
Sioux City KTIV-DT 8:30, Sun

Kansas, Topeka KSNT 8:30, Sun
Kentucky, Bowling Green WBKO 8:30, Sun

Lexington WUPX 6:00, Fri
Louisiana, Alexandria KBCA 8:30, Sun

El Dorado-Monroe KNOE-DT 8:30, Sun
Lafayette KLWB 8:30, Sun
Lake Charles WBLC 8:30, Sun
New Orleans WPXL 5:00, Fri

Maine, Bangor WABI-DT 9:30, Sun
Presque Isle WBPQ 9:30, Sun

Maryland, Salisbury WBD 9:30, Sun
Massachusetts, Holyoke WBQT 9:30, Sun

Springfield WBQT 9:30, Sun
Michigan, Alpena WBAE 9:30, Sun

Cadillac WGTU/WGTQ 9:30, Sun
Detroit WPXD 6:00, Fri; WADL 10:00, Sun
Grand Rapids WZPX 5:00, Fri
Lansing WLAJ-DT 9:30, Sun
Marquette WBKP 9:30, Sun
Traverse City-Cadillac WGTU-DT/

WGTQ-DT 9:30, Sun
Minnesota, Duluth-Superior WDLH 

8:30, Sun
Mankato KWYE 8:30, Sun
Minneapolis KPXM 5:00, Fri
Rochester-Austin KTTC-DC 8:30, Sun
Sioux Fall (Mitchell) KWSD/KSWD-DT 

8:30, Sun
Mississippi, Biloxi WBGP 8:30, Sun

Columbus WCBI-DT 8:30, Sun
Greenville WBWD 8:30, Sun
Greenwood WBWD 8:30, Sun
Gulfport WBGP 8:30, Sun
Hattiesburg WBH 8:30, Sun
Laurel WBH 8:30, Sun
Meridian WTOK-DT 8:30, Sun

Besides that strongman, the Catholic Church is also going to 
play a major role in uniting all those disparate European nations.

So much of what God prophesied through Mr. Armstrong 
has already been fulfilled. Watch closely for the final part of 
these prophecies to emerge! “Ten kings” are going to arise—
and the 28 nations currently comprising the European Union 
are going to be pared down to 10. They are going to be led by a 
strong Putin-like dictator and unified by the Roman Catholic 
Church. At that point, they will present to the world a power 
even greater than that of Russia or the United States!

Consider the power the European Union already has today; 
look particularly at the clout Germany has. The Germans 
already lead Europe and call the shots economically—but they 
are about to begin to call the shots militarily for nine other kings.

Poland’s prime minister said: “The world stands on the 
brink of conflict.” That is true: The whole world stands on 
the brink of conflict! But how many people see that? The Euro-
peans are beginning to see it because Russia is their neigh-
bor. They see an intensifying need to withstand Russia—and 
because they know they won’t receive help from America, they 
will band together and combine their military might.

The growing necessity to protect themselves is going to 
drive European leaders to pare down the number of nations in 
their union and empower a strongman! That man will then use 
the clout and power of Europe to take on Vladimir Putin and 
what the Bible calls “the kings of the east” (Revelation 16:12). 

Putin is helping to create a power that is going to be greater 
than his own! He doesn’t know that, because he doesn’t under-
stand Bible prophecy. But he is going to know it. And the clash 
between these two powers will cause more suffering than the 
world has ever known! 

What Happens in the End
These prophecies can seem dark and dire, but the Bible tells 
us that they all have a positive ending. Daniel 8:25 tells us that 
this European strongman will “stand up against the Prince of 
princes”—he will try to fight Christ Himself—“but he shall be 
broken without hand.” The Messiah will come and stop these 
disastrous wars and destroy that man. The 10-nation military 
superpower will be destroyed at the same time. 

The prophecy in Daniel 2 concludes with the image being 
smashed by a stone from heaven and blowing away in the wind 
as dust—then the stone growing into a mountain that fills the 
Earth (verses 34-35). Daniel explains the meaning with this 
inspiring verse: “And in the days of these kings shall the God 
of heaven set up a kingdom, which shall never be destroyed: 
and the kingdom shall not be left to other people, but it shall 
break in pieces and consume all these kingdoms, and it shall 
stand for ever” (verse 44). That is going to be the end of the 
Daniel 2 image and all the repressive human empires of this 
world. God is going to smash that image forever!

Is this a gloomy message? Well, it does describe a lot of suffer-
ing coming upon this world—the worst ever. But it is tied directly 

to the coming of the Messiah, when all suffering ends, 
and God brings peace, happiness and joy to the world! 
That is the best news you could ever hear! Q
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Tupelo WCBI-DT 8:30, Sun
West Point WCBI-DT 8:30, Sun

Missouri, Columbia KOMU-DT 8:30, Sun
Hannibal WGEM-DT 8:30, Sun
Jefferson City KOMU-DT 8:30, Sun
Joplin-Pittsburg KSXF 8:30, Sun
Kansas City KPXE 5:00, Fri
Quincy-Keokuk WGEM-DT 8:30, Sun
St. Joseph WBJO 8:30, Sun

Montana, Billings KTVQ-DT 8:30, Sun
Bozeman-Butte KBZK-DT/KXLF-DT 

10:30, Sun
Glendive KWZB 10:30, Sun
Great Falls KRTV-DT 10:30, Sun
Helena KMTF-DT 10:30, Sun
Missoula KPAX-DT 10:30, Sun

Nebraska, Lincoln-Hastings  
KCWL-TV 8:30, Sun

Kearney KCWL-TV 8:30, Sun
North Platte KNOP 10:30, Sun; KWPL 

8:30, Sun
Scottsbluff KCHW 10:30, Sun

Nevada, Reno KREN/KREN-DT 9:30, Sun
New York, Albany WYPX 6:00, Fri

Binghamton WBXI 9:30, Sun
Buffalo WPXJ 6:00, Fri; WUTV 10:00, Sun
Elmira WBE 9:30, Sun
New York City TVCLT-Bilingual, 10:30 Sun 

WPXN 6:00, Fri; WZME-TV 7:00, Sun; 
WZME-TV 8:00, Tue-Fri

Rochester WUHF 8:30, Sun
Syracuse WSPX 6:00, Fri
Utica WBU 9:30, Sun
Watertown WWTI-DT 9:30, Sun

North Carolina, Durham WRPX 6:00, Fri; 
9:00 am, Sun

Fayetteville WFPX 6:00, Fri
Greensboro WGPX 6:00, Fri
Greenville WEPX 6:00, Fri; WNCT-DT 

9:30, Sun
Lumber Bridge WFPX 6:00, Fri
New Bern WNCT-DT 9:30, Sun
Raleigh WRPX 6:00, Fri; 9:00 am, Sun
Washington WNCT-DT 9:30, Sun
Wilmington WBW 9:30, Sun

North Dakota, Bismarck KWMK 10:30, Sun
Dickinson KWMK 10:30, Sun
Fargo WDAY-DT 8:30, Sun
Minot KWMK 10:30, Sun
Valley City WDAY-DT 8:30, Sun

Ohio, Cleveland WVPX 6:00, Fri

Cincinnati WSTR 8:30, Sun
Lima WLIO-DT 9:30, Sun
Steubenville WBWO 9:30, Sun
Zanesville WBZV 9:30, Sun

Oklahoma, Ada KSHD 8:30, Sun
Lawton KAUZ 8:30, Sun
Oklahoma City KOPX 5:00, Fri
Tulsa KTPX 5:00, Fri

Oregon, Bend KTVZ-DT 9:30, Sun
Klamath Falls KMFD 9:30, Sun
Medford KMFD 9:30, Sun
Portland KPXG 6:00, Fri

Pennsylvania, Erie WBEP 9:30, Sun
Philadelphia WPPX 6:00, Fri
Wilkes Barre WQPX 6:00, Fri

Rhode Island, Providence WPXQ 6:00, Fri
South Carolina, Charleston WCBD-DT 

9:30, Sun
Florence WWMB/WWMB-DT 9:30, Sun
Myrtle Beach WWMB/WWMB-DT 

9:30, Sun
South Dakota, Mitchell KWSD 8:30, Sun

Rapid City KWBH-LP 10:30, Sun
Sioux Falls KWSD 8:30, Sun

Tennessee, Jackson WBJK 8:30, Sun
Knoxville WPXK 6:00, Fri
Memphis WPXX 5:00, Fri
Nashville WNPX 5:00, Fri

Texas, Abilene KTWS-DT 8:30, Sun
Amarillo KVII-DT/KVIH/KVIH-DT 

8:30, Sun
Beaumont KFDM-DT 8:30, Sun
Brownsville KSFE-LP/KTIZ-LP 8:30, Sun
Corpus Christi KRIS-DT 8:30, Sun
Dallas TVCLT-Bilingual, 9:30 Sun
Harlingen KSFE-LP/KTIZ-LP 8:30, Sun
Houston KPXB 5:00, Fri
Laredo KTXW 8:30, Sun
Longview KCEB 8:30, Sun
Lubbock KLCW 8:30, Sun
Midland KWWT 8:30, Sun
Odessa KWWT 8:30, Sun
Port Arthur KFDM 8:30, Sun
San Angelo KWSA 8:30, Sun
San Antonio KPXL 5:00, Fri
Sherman-Ada KTEN-DT 8:30, Sun
Sweetwater KTWS-DT 8:30, Sun
Tyler KCEB 8:30, Sun
Victoria KWVB 8:30, Sun
Weslaco KSFE-LP/KTIZ-LP 8:30, Sun
Wichita Falls KAUZ-DT 8:30, Sun

Utah, Salt Lake City KUPX 5:00, Fri
Vermont, Burlington WVNY 10:00, Sun
Virginia, Charlottesville WVIR-DT 9:30, Sun

Harrisonburg WVIR-DT 9:30, Sun
Norfolk WPXV 6:00, Fri
Roanoke WPXR 6:00, Fri

Washington D.C. WDCW 8:00, Sun; 
WPXW 6:00, Fri

Washington, Kennewick KCWK 
9:30, Sun; KIMA-DT2 9:30, Sun

Pasco KEPR 6:30, Sun; KIMA-DT2 9:30, Sun
Richland KCWK 9:30, Sun; KIMA-DT2 

9:30, Sun
Seattle-Tacoma KWPX 6:00, Fri
Seattle KCPQ 7:00, Sun
Spokane KGPX 6:00, Fri; KAYU 7:30, Sun
Yakima KIMA-DT2 9:30, Sun

West Virginia, Beckley KVVA-DT 
9:30, Sun

Bluefield KVVA-DT 9:30, Sun
Charleston WLPX 6:00, Fri
Clarksburg WVFX-DT 9:30, Sun
Oak Hill KVVA-DT 9:30, Sun
Parkersburg WBPB 9:30, Sun
Weston WVFX-DT 9:30, Sun
Wheeling WBWO 9:30, Sun

Wisconsin, Eau Claire WQOW-DT/
WXOW-DT 8:30, Sun

La Crosse WQOW/WXOW 8:30, Sun
Milwaukee WPXE 5:00, Fri
Rhinelander WAOW/WYOW 8:30, Sun
Wausau WAOW-DT/WYOW-DT 8:30, Sun

Wyoming, Casper 10:30, Sun
Cheyenne KCHW 10:30, Sun
Riverton 10:30, Sun

CANADA
Nationwide satellite  

Galaxy 3 Trans. 17 11:30 ET, Tue/Thu 
Galaxy 3 Trans. 21 11:30 ET, Tue/Thu

Nationwide cable  
WGN 8:00 ET, Sun 
Discovery 6:30 ET/PT, Sun 
Vision TV 4:30 pm ET, Sun 
CHCH 11:30 ET, Sun 
Grace Television Network  
11:00 ET, Sun

Alberta, Red Deer KAYU 8:30, Sun
Calgary KAYU 8:30, Sun
Edmonton KAYU 8:30, Sun

Medicine Hat KAYU 8:30, Sun
Lethbridge KAYU 8:30, Sun

British Columbia, Vancouver  
CHEK 9:00, Sun; CHNU 5:30 pm, Sun; 
KCPQ 7:00, Sun

Victoria CHNU 5:30 pm, Sun
Manitoba, Winnipeg WUHF 8:30, Sun; 

CIIT Joy TV 11:00, Sun
Nova Scotia, Halifax WUHF 8:30, Sun

Sydney WUHF 8:30, Sun
Ontario, Ottawa CJOH 5:30, Sun

Toronto WADL 10:00 Sun;  
WUTV 10:00, Sun; CHNU 8:30 pm, Sun

P.E.I., Charlottetown WUHF 8:30, Sun
Quebec, Montreal WVNY 10:00, Sun
Saskatchewan, Saskatoon WUHF 

8:30, Sun

CARIBBEAN
Regional satellite  

Galaxy 3 Trans. 17 11:30 ET, Tue/Thu 
Galaxy 3 Trans. 21 11:30 ET, Tue/Thu

Aruba WGN 8:00, Sun
Bahamas Discovery Chan. 26, 6:30, Sun 

FOX W Chan. 216, 10:30, Sun
Belize WGN 7:00, Sun
Cuba WGN 8:00, Sun
Dominican Republic WGN 8:00, Sun
Haiti WGN 7:00, Sun
Jamaica WGN 9:00, Sun
Puerto Rico WGN 8:00, Sun
Trinidad and Tobago WGN 8:00, Sun

LATIN AMERICA
Regional satellite  

Galaxy 3 Trans. 17 11:30 ET, Tue/Thu 
Galaxy 3 Trans. 21 11:30 ET, Tue/Thu

El Salvador WGN 6:00, Sun
Guatemala WGN 6:00, Sun
Honduras WGN 6:00, Sun
Mexico TVCLT-Bilingual, 7:30 Sun; 

WGN 7:00, Sun
Panama WGN 7:00, Sun

AUSTRALASIA
New Zealand TVNZ, 5:30, Sun
Philippines TV4 9:30 PHT, Sun
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