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From the editor

Why it is Named herbert 
W. Armstrong College

gerald Flurry
editor iN ChieFThe organization that sponsors this magazine 

also sponsors a private liberal arts college. Why is our 
college named Herbert W. Armstrong College? We had 
many different names to choose from, and spent a con-

siderable amount of time searching for the right name.
Herbert W. Armstrong was one of the most prominent religious 

leaders of the 20th century. He was watched, read and followed by 
millions of people worldwide. At the time of his death in 1986, the 
newsmagazine he founded, the Plain Truth, was being produced in 
seven languages; global circulation peaked at 8.4 million. (By com-
parison, Time magazine’s circulation that year was 5.9 million.)

The name Herbert W. Armstrong College reminds us that 
there was a powerful work on Earth that God Himself estab-
lished. It was a work that fulfilled Jesus Christ’s promise to send 
an individual who would “restore all things”—every foundation-
al doctrine—in preparation for His Second Coming, as John the 
Baptist did before His first coming (Matthew 17:11; request a free 
copy of our book Malachi’s Message for more explanation).

The Trumpet aims to pick up where the Plain Truth left off after 
Mr. Armstrong died. His successors attacked his impressive legacy 
of Bible-based humanitarianism and destroyed all he had built. 

The name of our college helps us remember what became of 
that work because people didn’t value it. 

In Revelation 10:11, God gave one of His servants a commis-
sion to “prophesy again.” That command, if you understand the 
context, reveals the need for the work we are doing today. Mr. 
Armstrong had a strong work of prophesying. But then that work 

was tragically dismantled—and God had to raise up another 
work to do that work again. Our work is grounded in what God 
taught through Mr. Armstrong and what He is teaching today. 
We are carrying on the traditions Mr. Armstrong established. 
We follow what he did, building on the understanding he had.

Herbert W. Armstrong founded three of the most beautiful 
colleges in the world. He taught about the “missing dimension in 
education”—the spiritual foundation that most educators ignore. 

Incidentally, Mr. Armstrong himself never went to college. 
The same is true of so many of the most successful men and 
women. That in itself tells you something about the state of most 
formal education today.

Frank Lloyd Wright, whom I believe was America’s greatest 
architect ever, never studied architecture in college. “We know 
that the interpretation of life is the true function of the archi-
tect,” he wrote, “because buildings are made for life, to be lived 
in, and to be lived in happily, designed to contribute to that living 
joy and living beauty. Now looking backward at the old order, 
it comes to this, does it not, that instead of going to the foun-
tainhead for inspiration, instead of going to the nature princi-
pal by the way of our trust in life and love of life, going there 

for inspiration and for knowledge, where 
have we been going? Going to the arm-
chairs of universities, going to their hal-
lowed, musty books, going to the famous 
armchair men who were tutored by armchair men themselves, 
famous offsprings of the armchair.” That’s a reasonable defini-
tion of education as a whole: musty armchair knowledge. 

Mr. Armstrong aimed to achieve something altogether differ-
ent at Ambassador College. “Very soon, today’s decadent educa-
tion will be replaced by the educational system of the World 
Tomorrow. This already has been introduced in Ambassador 
College,” he wrote. “Ambassador College knows, and teaches, 
the purpose and true meaning of life—the true values that 
pay off—and the way to peace, happiness, and abundant well-
being. How do we know? We don’t guess, or theorize or express 
unfounded opinions—we have it on authority! The Bible is that 
authority, and it is proved to be the revelation of the almighty 
living God to humankind” (Plain Truth, September 1978).

Mr. Armstrong knew that a successful character-building in-
stitution needed buildings and grounds of exceptional character. 
Under his direction, the three campuses of Ambassador College 
became internationally recognized for their exquisite quality.

In this way his attitude also mirrored Wright’s. Wright knew 
there was a spirit in architecture. He said architecture should be 
beautiful and uplifting, a “festival for the eye.” He talked about ar-
chitecture enriching life, making people happy and delighted to be 
inside a building. And he took his inspiration from God’s creation. 

That is what we are striving to achieve on this campus: to 
make it a small foretaste of the wonderful World Tomorrow. We 
are finishing construction on the crown jewel of our campus, 
Armstrong Auditorium. It will have beautiful Austrian Schwartz 
crystal chandeliers. It will house onyx and candelabras from 
Iran. It will display a swan sculpture created by Sir David Wynne 
from England. It sits beside a lovely spring-fed lake, and will be 
adorned with beautiful flowerbeds and landscaping. And within 
the auditorium, people will hear some of the world’s greatest per-
formers playing some of history’s finest music. It will bring all the 
arts together. Entering Armstrong Auditorium will be a real festi-
val for all the senses. It is all orchestrated to lift the spirit of man.  

The physical and the spiritual all tie together in harmony. 
When you bring it all together, nothing else stirs your spirit and 
imagination quite like it. It was all created by God! 

The most exciting project on our campus, however, is the lives 
of the people who live and work here. What would happen if you 
removed all the students and instructors? All you would have are 
things that would deteriorate and waste away. The greatest archi-
tecture at Herbert W. Armstrong College is the people! That’s the 
real art, the real architecture, the real hope. The physical things 
simply create the environment for their spirits to soar, to be happy. 

The greatest architecture of all is what God creates in man. But 
He can only do that if man cooperates. If you submit to Him, then 
He can undertake that inspiring spiritual creation in you! n

The name reminds us that there was a powerful 
work on Earth that God Himself established.
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The Church That 
Swallowed a Church

Pope Benedict’s aggressive move to garner the wayward Anglican 
daughter of the church back into rome’s fold advances the 

Vatican’s strategy to dominate global Christianity. 
By roN FrAser ANd riChArd PAlmer

CaTholiC  The universal church’s 
capital building could literally fit  
Westminster abbey inside its 
walls. It is already on its way to 
swallowing its congregants.
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for months ahead of time, but Archbishop 
of Canterbury Rowan Williams, the most 
senior bishop in the Church of England, 
only found out about it two weeks before 
the announcement. 

Reporting from Rome, Robert Moyni-
han observed unusual phenomena at-
tached to what appeared to be a rushed 
announcement of this invitation to An-
glicans by Pope Benedict: “But I must say 
that today’s press conference was among 
the strangest I have ever attended at the 
Vatican,” he wrote in Inside the Vatican 
magazine. “Why? Because many things 
either didn’t make sense, or were not ex-
plained” (Oct. 20, 2009).

Among those things, Moynihan wrote, 
was “the strange haste to hold this press 
conference.” Whereas the Vatican ordinar-
ily gives a week’s notice before a major press 
conference, “today’s conference was an-
nounced via a cell phone text message from 
Press Director Father Federico Lombardi, sj, 
sent to journalists’ cell phones at only 5 p.m. 
yesterday—just 18 hours before the event, 
less than one day.” Such short notice for an 
announcement over a document—rather 

than an obvious emergency—raised several 
eyebrows among the press corps.

Moynihan noted another “oddity” that 
was quite intriguing: “[I]t seemed quite 
odd that the text of the document that the 
press conference was held to present was … 
not presented!” Though it was announced, 

“no copies were given out, and so no one 
knows yet what it really will say because 

… it isn’t finished—even though officials 
as recently as yesterday evening thought 
that it would be finished for today!” Jour-
nalists were told that “some questions of 
canon law need still to be clarified,” but 
given no further details.

In another break from general practice, 
the move was not handled by the Pontifi-
cal Council for Christian Unity and the 
Anglican Roman Catholic International 
Commission as matters regarding the 
Anglican Church usually are. This time, 
the pope went above these groups’ heads. 
Either out of frustration for lack of prog-
ress, or to prevent the Anglicans from dis-
covering his plans, the pope entrusted the 
task of formulating the constitution to his 

of female clergy and homosexual priests. 
Now, thanks to the pope’s directive, they 
may flock to the Catholic Church. 

John Broadhurst, bishop of Fulham 
and chairman of the group Forward in 
Faith, formed to oppose the ordination of 
women bishops, said that up to 1,000 cler-
gymen in England alone could move to 
Catholicism. Entire parishes or dioceses 
could make the switch.

In fact, defections to Catholicism are 
already beginning.

The Traditional Anglican Communion 
(tac)—a group of around 400,000 conser-
vative Anglican churches that broke away 
from the Anglican Communion in 1990 to 
protest the liberalism—announced that 
the process toward full unity with Rome 

“would begin at once.” The primate of the 
Traditional Anglican Communion, Arch-
bishop John Hepworth, declared, “We are 
profoundly moved by the generosity of … 
Pope Benedict xvi. … He has dedicated his 
pontificate to the cause of unity” (Catholic 
World News, Oct. 21, 2009). Before Octo-
ber was out, the English members of tac 
had voted to accept the pope’s invitation.

Catholic Archbishop Joseph Augustine 
Di Noia of the Congregation for Divine 
Worship said that hundreds of Angli-
cans had expressed a desire to return to 
Catholicism, including 50 bishops. Colin 
Blakely, editor of the Church of England 
newspaper, said that “The Anglo-Catho-
lics have been waiting for this for decades” 
(Deutsche Welle, Oct. 20, 2009).

Already in the UK more Catholics than 
Anglicans attend church services regularly. 
If many Anglican congregations were to 
switch, then Catholicism would become by 
far the most dominant religion in Britain.

The Vatican’s attack will continue to 
create waves within Protestantism’s ranks 
for months to come, not to mention the 
impact it will have on British politics and 
the Crown itself. 

A sneak Attack
Like any good offensive, this was a sur-
prise attack. The Catholic Church de-
liberately kept its plan secret from the 
Church of England for as long as possible. 
Usually proposals like these are debated 

“Protestantism will be ab-
sorbed into the ‘mother’ 
church—and totally abol-
ished” (Plain Truth, October 

1961). Herbert W. Armstrong—the found-
er of the Trumpet’s predecessor, the Plain 
Truth—made that bold prediction 48 
years ago. On Oct. 20, 2009, the Vatican 
unveiled plans to do just that.

In a press conference at the Vatican, 
Cardinal William Levada, prefect of the 
Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, 
announced that the Catholic Church 
would offer a free ticket to Rome for all 
Anglicans who choose to reject the policies 
of their liberalized hierarchy. He offered 
membership of the Church of Rome to 
those who choose to convert, with the his-
toric concessions that they may keep their 
Anglican practices and that married clergy 
may be accepted as priests in a newly es-
tablished Catholic/Anglican community. 

The move was bold, as swift and as 
sudden as a blitzkrieg frontal attack. With 
it, Pope Benedict xvi struck at Anglo-
Saxon Protestantism’s leading light, the 
Anglican Church, blindsiding a weakened 
and divided Anglican community. 

“Rome has parked its tanks on the arch-
bishop of Canterbury’s lawn,” proclaimed 
Britain’s Times newspaper (Oct. 21, 2009).

“This is a mortal blow to Anglicanism 
which will inevitably lead to disestablish-
ment as the church shrinks yet further 
and become[s] increasingly irrelevant,” 
said the National Secular Society.

This brilliant attack—orchestrated by 
the pope himself—will leave the Church 
of England mortally wounded. The Cath-
olic Church will now divide and conquer.

mary’s dowry
There’s a long-held tradition in traditional 
Catholic circles that England is “Mary’s 
dowry.” The tradition holds that the God-
head gave England to Mary, the mother 
of Jesus, as a gift in all perpetuity as the 
mother of the church. Based on that tradi-
tion, the Vatican has sought to reclaim the 
dowry since King Henry viii severed the 
relationship between the church in Eng-
land and the Church of Rome in 1536. 

The whole ecumenical movement of 
the latter half of the 20th century has been 
stimulated by the Vatican seeking to gar-
ner its wayward Protestant daughters back 
into its fold. Chief of these daughters of 
Rome within Western Christendom is the 
Anglican Church.

In recent years, many Anglicans have 
been angered by their church’s liberal 
stance on issues such as the ordination 

 uP to 1,000 ClergymeN iN 
eNglANd AloNe Could moVe to 

CAtholiCism. eNtire PArishes or 
dioCeses Could mAke the sWitCh.
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BrITaIn’s skies light up with 
fireworks and the glow of 

bonfires and burning effigies 
every november 5, when millions 
of English celebrate Guy Fawkes 
night. It marks the anniversary of 
the catholic plot to annihilate the 
English government by blowing up 
the houses of parliament—filled 
at the time with politicians, in-
cluding king James I and most of 
the anglican aristocracy—in their 
opening session in 1605.

although the attack was 
thwarted, and the catholic as-
sassins were rounded up, pros-
ecuted, then hanged, drawn and 
quartered, the date continued 
as an annual celebration. a cel-
ebration of Britain’s indomitable 
independence from Europe. of the 
miraculous fortitude of the English 
monarchy. and, most significantly, 
of the failed attempt by catholics 
to conquer anglican England.

This past year, despite the 
festivities, it was a night of sober-
ing irony. Why?

For years, the Vatican has 
stashed gunpowder under the 
rotting floorboards of the church 
of England. (Lambeth palace, via 
its self-damaging liberalism, has 
helped facilitate its own demise.) 
In october, the Vatican lit the 
fuse when it announced that it 
had created a path by which dis-
gruntled anglicans might return 
to the catholic fold. The pope, as 
a.n. Wilson put it in the New York 
Times, “parked his tanks on the 
church of England’s lawn” (oct. 
24, 2009).

But that’s not all he did.
pope Benedict XVI has es-

sentially succeeded where Guy 
Fawkes failed: he’s inflicted 
a deathblow on the institution 
largely responsible for defining 
British sovereignty, empowering 
Britain’s historic independence 
from Europe and forging Britain 
as a global power. In other words, 
he attacked Britain.

This is no exaggeration. “The 
church of England has been the 

religious expression of [Britain’s] 
independent national identity 
which signaled the rise of Britain 
as a significant world power,” 
observed Wilson, a British liberal 
whose revisionist skew on history 
underpins his praise of Benedict’s 
assault on the church of Eng-
land. “It will formally bring to an 
end the idea of the Established 
church, and of the monarchy as 
that Establishment’s symbol and 
head” (oct. 24, 2009; emphasis 
mine throughout).

Wilson—despite his reveling 
in what he sees as an attack on 
the church of England, the Brit-
ish monarchy and the institution 
at the heart of Britain’s “inde-
pendent national identity”—rec-
ognizes the central and historic 
role of the anglican church in 
British history. Even revisionist 
liberals don’t deny this history; 
Britain’s existence as a sovereign 
state and global power is inex-
tricably linked to the anglican 
church.

the ChurCh At BritAiN’s heArt
It is generally known that the 
church of England was born, with 
henry VIII acting as its midwife, 
in the mid-16th century. Less 
widely known, however, is that it 
was conceived in the 5th century. 
“one of the reasons why the ref-
ormation was successful in Eng-
land,” writes British historian paul 
Johnson, “was that there was 
absolutely nothing new about it. 
all its elements—anti-clericalism, 
anti-papalism, the exaltation of 
the crown in spiritual matters, the 
envy of clerical property, even the 
yearning for doctrinal reform—
were deeply rooted in the English 
past” (The Offshore Islanders).

Even from its conception, “Brit-
ish christianity,” with its spirit of 
independence, played a central role 
in the establishment of Britain as an 
independent power distinct in many 
features from its catholic neighbors 
on the continent. Early British 
leaders, explains Johnson, wielded 
English christianity as a force for 
legitimizing decisions, enforcing 
law and establishing the cred-
ibility of government. “The church 

how this is an Attack on BritAiN

old department, the Congregation for the 
Doctrine of the Faith.

William Joseph Levada, current head 
of the Congregation, worked under Bene-
dict back when he headed the body as Car-
dinal Ratzinger. When Ratzinger became 
pope, he personally appointed Levada to 
succeed him. So it seems Benedict wanted 
to commit the task of drawing up the new 
constitution to someone he could trust.

Let there be no doubt—this coup was 
directly orchestrated by the man at the 
head in the Vatican.

Place this remarkable event in the con-
text of the biblical prophecy highlighted 
for years by Herbert Armstrong. This per-
spective reveals that the invitation to the 
Anglican Church is but one victory within 
a grand strategy.

Seven years before the fall of the Berlin 
Wall, Mr. Armstrong reiterated what he’d 
maintained for years. In a letter to his 
supporters, he observed, “The uprising 
against Soviet domination in Poland can 
easily lead to Poland, and such Eastern 
European nations as Romania, Czecho-
slovakia, yugoslavia and even Greece, 
joining in a union with Roman Catholic 
nations in Western Europe. The Eastern 

Orthodox Church could join with the Ro-
man Catholic. The 10 nations of Revela-
tion 17 will be Catholic” (May 20, 1982). 

Those nations Herbert Armstrong 
referred to are already firmly embedded 
within the EU. Rome has now formally 
invited Anglicans to return to its bosom. 
Many Anglican communities are now 
preparing to return to the fold.

Watch now for Pope Benedict to move 
to the next stage of his ecumenical proj-
ect: the drawing in of the Orthodox com-
munity to the realm of mother Rome.

A return to tradition
The Anglican community, tremendously 
weakened by the aggressive penetration of 
its ranks by rabid feminists, homosexuals 
and lesbians since the breakdown trig-
gered by the social revolt of the 1960s, was 
always going to be easier meat for Vatican 
takeover than Rome’s eastern daughters. 
The Vatican just had to take the moral 
high ground and hold it. The great pedo-
phile purge within the priesthood has a lot 
to do with that strategy. 

However, Benedict is working on an-
other angle to woo the Orthodox, who 
split from Rome in 1054, back to Rome. 

The strength of tradition and ceremony 
attached to the Eastern Rite is something 
Benedict has been carefully playing to his 
ecumenical advantage. 

Chiesa reported on October 20: “The 
ecumenism of Pope Ratzinger appears in-
creasingly influenced by fidelity to tradi-
tion. That’s the way it is with the Lefebvr-
ists”—that is, members of the Society of St. 
Pius x, a group of Catholic traditionalists. 

“And even more so with the Eastern Or-
thodox churches.

“And also attached to the grand tradition 
are the Orthodox churches which seem to 
be having more productive encounters with 
the current pontiff. From October 16-23 in 
Cyprus, the second round of dialogue—the 
first was in Ravenna, in 2007—is being 
held between Catholics and Orthodox on 
the question of papal primacy, in the light 
of how it was lived during the first millen-
nium. Today, more than ever, with Joseph 
Ratzinger as pope, the ecumenical journey 
seems not a pursuit of modernity, but a re-
turn to the terrain of tradition.”

That emphasis on tradition was under-
scored two days before the pope’s dramat-
ic ecumenical announcement. It was the 
kind of event St. Peter’s has not witnessed 
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became the principle instrument of 
civil government; the bishops were 
the king’s chief advisers, his chapel 
servants as well as spiritual minis-
ters. The church codified the law, 
and put it in writing. Even before 
the church came, English society 
was developing a definite structure: 
But the church supplied the literate 
manpower and expertise to build a 
state machine” (ibid.).

The contributions of “British 
christianity” went beyond the 
fundamental yet stoic establish-
ment of English law and govern-
ment. Britain’s distinct breed of 
christianity infused Englishmen, 

on an emotional and religious 
level, with a profound, enduring 
sense of national identity. after 
the act of appeals in 1533 estab-
lished the monarch as the titular 
head of the church, the sworn 
“defender of the faith,” English 
kings and queens enjoyed the 
loyalty of English men, women 
and children whose “christian” 
devotion inspired a willingness to 
sacrifice blood, sweat and tears 
for “God, king and country.”

“The anglican communion is 
one of the last vestiges of the old 
British Empire,” observed the Wall 
Street Journal. “Faith followed 

trade and the flag, planting the 
anglican church in far-flung 
places such as singapore, Tan-
zania, canada and south africa” 
(oct. 22, 2009). It would be hard 
to overstate the impact of the 
church of England on Britain’s 
history—not only its distinct 
religious and moral existence, 
but even the establishment and 
evolution of its laws and govern-
ment, and Britain’s expansion as 
a global empire.

The significance of the Vati-
can’s announcement is magnified 
profoundly when considered in 
this context. 

re-emBrACiNg CAtholiCism
When the pope struck at the insti-
tution at the heart of British sov-
ereignty and power, the institution 
largely responsible for shaping 
English national character and for 
empowering the inhabitants of the 
diminutive little isle with an in-
domitable spirit of independence, 
he didn’t merely park his tanks on 
the lawn at Lambeth palace.

he parked his tanks on Down-
ing street, and on the grounds of 
Buckingham palace!

Two years ago, when it was 
leaked that the Vatican was work-
ing on a way to reunite with angli-
cans, Trumpet editor in chief Ger-
ald Flurry wrote: “Britain suffered 
some of its worst nightmares when 
the catholic church reigned over it. 
however, the people have forgotten 
that oppressive history. now, they 
are about to embrace the Catholic 
Church again” (May 2007).

Guy Fawkes night celebrates 
a failure to annihilate the English 
government more than 400 years 
ago. In october, pope Benedict XVI 
succeeded where Guy Fawkes 
failed. BrAd mACdoNAld

for over 40 years. 
Again reporting on location, Robert 

Moynihan observed, “As rain fell in St. 
Peter’s Square, a solemn high mass ac-
cording to the old rite was celebrated this 
morning in Latin in St. Peter’s Basilica …. 
It was the first time a solemn high mass 
according to the old rite has been cele-
brated in St. Peter’s Basilica since 1969, 40 
years ago.” Moynihan noted that “Many 
low old rite masses have been celebrated 
in different chapels of the basilica … es-
pecially in the past two years since the 
promulgation on July 7, 2007, of Summo-
rum Pontificum, Pope Benedict’s motu 
proprio calling for wider celebration of 
the old mass” (op. cit., Oct. 18, 2009). 

The celebration of that historic mass—
redolent with a symbolism connoting “a 
return to the terrain of tradition”—would 

not have been lost on either the Traditional 
Anglicans nor the Eastern Orthodox, timed 
as it was to set the scene for the pope’s dra-
matic announcement two days later. 

Then, at that press conference an-
nouncing the invitation to the Anglicans, 
came another clue as to the Vatican’s in-
tentions toward the Orthodox Church. 
Moynihan observed that the press confer-
ence had a “missing person”: German Car-
dinal Walter Kasper, head of the Council 
for Christian Unity. He “has for many 
years been nominally in charge of the 
decades-long Catholic-Anglican dialogue,” 
wrote Moynihan. “According to all usual 
protocol, Kasper should have been at this 
conference, but was not (he is in Cyprus 
for a few days carrying on a dialogue with 
the Orthodox)” (ibid., Oct. 20, 2009).

Note that detail. Did Benedict’s seeming 

undue haste to make this announcement 
perhaps relate to why the German cardinal 
was in Cyprus? Was it timed to send a sig-
nal to the Eastern Orthodox hierarchy with 
whom Kasper was meeting that the pope 
is ready to make similar concessions to the 
Orthodox community if it capitulates to 
Rome? After all, Kasper was right on the 
spot to assess its reaction to this dramatic 
announcement; he could then report that 
reaction firsthand to Benedict upon his re-
turn to Rome. As it was, Kasper left Cyprus 
with both Orthodox and Roman represen-
tatives affirming the continuance of their 
ecumenical dialogue.

look at the Context
This dramatic move by the Vatican is but 
the latest manifestation of powerful bibli-
cal prophecies destined for fulfillment in 

our time. 
Herbert W. Armstrong of-

ten forecast that Rome would 
gather its daughter churches 
back into its fold immediately 
before Christ returned. The 
fact that Pope Benedict has 
made this move now—at this 
juncture in unfolding world 

GETTy IMaGEs

deFianCe  catholicism 
considers England its rightful 
dowry. as Guy Fawkes cele-
brations indicate, England begs 
to differ. But that is changing.
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a thousand-year 
trend culminates: 

king henry VIII 
breaks the English 
church from rome

events—places it in true prophetic per-
spective. Consider its timing relative to 
several other recent events: 
n the ongoing failure of the global finan-

cial system 
n the consolidation of the EU power bloc 

under the Lisbon Treaty/European 
Constitution 

n the proposed imposition of global fi-
nancial and economic regulation by 
the EU 

n the moves to establish a pan-Euro-
pean military force under Germanic 
leadership 

n the rapidly aggressive rise of Islamic 
power via Iran, a prospective nuclear 
power 

n the German-Russian nexus replacing 
the Atlantic alliance 

n the latest move of East Asian powers to 
coalesce in an EU-type community 

n an appeasing, increasingly isolationist 
U.S. presidency 
Viewed in this context, Pope Benedict’s 

shock move to garner Rome’s wayward 
daughters back into the Vatican’s fold is 
but one more massive sign of the times—
the biblical “times of the gentiles” proph-
esied to immediately precede the return of 
Jesus Christ to rule this Earth (Luke 21:24). 

The precision and accuracy of Mr. 
Armstrong’s analyses continue to fit the 

facts of present-day reality. Much of what 
he prophesied has, since his death 24 years 
ago, been fulfilled and since become part 
of unfolding history. It is because of that 
tremendous foundation of Bible prophecy, 
built by Christ in over half a century of 
working through the ministry of Herbert 
Armstrong, that we are able to bring to you 
each month—and even daily, via theTrum-
pet.com—clear and concise proof of just 
where this world is headed, and predict 
events of the immediate future before they 
happen. One such event we have continu-
ally pointed to is the imminence of the 
Vatican’s move to gather back to Rome its 
Protestant and Orthodox daughters. 

“The final—albeit short-lived—triumph 
of Catholicism is recorded in literally doz-
ens of Bible prophecies,” said the November 
1963 Plain Truth. “Right now—whether we 
want to believe it or not—the stage is being 
set for the greatest revolution in religion 
the world has witnessed …. The mighty 

problem of achieving unity is two-fold. 
First, it involves reconciliation of the Or-
thodox Schism that officially commenced 
in 1054 and divided the churches in the 
East …. Second, it involves restoration to 
the Roman Communion all Protestantism 
which developed from 1517 onward.”

For now, the Catholic Church is will-
ing to compromise to draw in Anglicans. 
But that won’t always be so. As Trumpet 
editor in chief Gerald Flurry wrote in May 
2007, “Indeed, biblical prophecy indicates 
that full unity will not be achieved purely 
voluntarily. At a certain point, the mother 
church will abandon its efforts to woo her 
daughters back by flatteries and instead 
revert to the age-old method of preserving 

‘Christian’ unity by exerting physical force.”
Now you are watching this proph-

ecy being fulfilled before your eyes. The 
Catholics are gathering in whomever they 
can. They are content to use diplomacy at 
present—but soon the force will come. n

“At A CertAiN PoiNt, the mother 
ChurCh Will reVert to the Age-old 
method oF PreserViNg ‘ChristiAN’ 

uNity By exertiNg PhysiCAl ForCe.”

Major events in anglican history

The Vatican  
announces special 
arrangements to 
accept anglican 

defectors en masse

2003 2009

herbert armstrong 
forecasts catholic 
church will regain 

its protestant 
daughters

1961

For the first  
time since the  

reformation, the 
Queen hosts the 
pope in England

The “holy father” 
attempts to  

assassinate the 
entire English 
government

anglican church  
ordains its first 

openly homosexual 
bishop

Traditional angli-
can communion 

breaks from 
increasingly liberal 

main body

All roads lead to rome

1536
protestant reformation: 1517-1648

1982 19901605
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is Jerusalem 
about to explode?

leader Khaled Mashaal said in late Oc-
tober. “They want to hold their religious 
ceremonies in the mosque … in prepara-
tion for demolishing it and building their 
temple there.” Jerusalem’s fate, Mashaal 
predicted, will be determined by “con-
frontation,” not negotiation. 

On that last point, he happens to be 
right. For the day is coming, the Prophet 
Zechariah warned, that half the city of Je-
rusalem “shall go forth into captivity” by 
some kind of violent struggle (see Zecha-
riah 14:1-2). 

Ever since the Camp David accords, 
Israel has negotiated one peace proposal 
after another that has included giving the 
Palestinians half of Jerusalem for free. But 
because of Zechariah’s prophecy, for the 
past several years, we have been preparing 
our readers for Israel’s government to swing 
to the right regarding Jerusalem. That, of 
course, happened last year with the election 
of Benjamin Netanyahu, who campaigned 
on the promise of keeping Jerusalem united. 

“With a right-wing coalition now in 
power in Israel,” we wrote on our website, 
“that brings us one giant prophetic leap 
closer to the inevitable clash over Jeru-
salem” (theTrumpet.com, April 3, 2009). 
Now, it appears, the Arab-Israeli peace 
process is on the verge of collapsing. 

Of course, there’s always the chance 
that the latest round of violence over Je-
rusalem may be a strategic maneuver or-
dered by Iran in hopes of diverting atten-
tion away from its nuclear program. 

Either way, it’s building toward an in-
evitable explosion in Jerusalem. Whether 
it’s a momentary diversion or the begin-
ning of another intifada, this eruption of 
violence outside the al-Aqsa Mosque, as 
the Times of London wrote, “has repercus-
sions that go far beyond Israeli-Palestin-
ian relations” (Oct. 26, 2009). 

Even though sparked by conspiracy 
theories on the Arab street, and then in-
flamed by Palestinian stone-throwers on 
the Temple Mount, still, as the Times in-
toned, “From Cairo to Jakarta, Muslims 
will be enraged by the sight of Israeli se-
curity forces imposing authority at Islam’s 
third-holiest site” (emphasis mine). 

Whatever the cause, Israel’s riot police 
firing rubber bullets at Palestinian youths 
on the Temple Mount will eliminate what 
little support remains for Is-
rael across the region. 

The Zechariah 14:2 explo-
sion is coming. n

you can learn more on this 
subject from our free booklet 
Jerusalem in Prophecy.

New round of violence erupts on 
the temple mount. By stePheN Flurry

baseless “lies” that were aimed at foment-
ing violence and division. 

An eerily similar storyline played out 
in September 2000 soon after the peace 
process collapsed at Camp David. In that 
version, yasser Arafat used Prime Min-
ister Ariel Sharon’s visit to the Temple 
Mount as grounds for a Palestinian upris-
ing that became known as the second inti-
fada. Arafat, however, called his war the 
al-Aqsa intifada in hopes of rallying Arab 
forces to capture Jerusalem. 

In this chapter, Arafat’s successor Mah-
moud Abbas has warned of a “religious 
war” unless Israel stops all “provocative” 
acts. In a speech on October 28, Abbas said 
“the fanning of flames by Israeli extrem-
ists has caused the dangerous situation 
which currently prevails in Jerusalem.” 

On this issue, Abbas’s fiery rhetoric 
falls right in line with his Palestinian ene-
mies in Gaza. Nothing unites Palestinians 
quite like Jewish “provocations.” 

“The Israelis want to divide al-Aqsa 
Mosque,” the Damascus-based Hamas 

During his speech before the 
United Nations General Assembly 
in September, President Barack 
Obama called on the State of Is-

rael to end the “occupation” that began 
in 1967—using the same term many of 
Israel’s enemies rely on to denounce any 
Jewish presence in the West Bank and Je-
rusalem. Since then, Arab-Israeli tensions 
have escalated noticeably, particularly 
around the Temple Mount in Jerusalem. 

On Oct. 25, 2009, for example, a wall 
of Israeli riot police clashed with Palestin-
ian protesters near the al-Aqsa Mosque, 
after Muslim authorities and Arab media 
outlets called on Palestinians to defend 
the compound against “Jewish conquest.” 
An Arab-Israeli Knesset member has even 
hinted that Israel is using archaeological 
excavations to sabotage the Temple Mount 
so Jews might eventually build a syna-
gogue where the al-Aqsa Mosque has been 
standing for 1,400 years. 

Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu 
angrily dismissed these accusations as 

IsTockphoTo, JonaThan nacksTranD/aFp/GETTy IMaGEs

Smoldering  palestinians 
accuse Israel of “occupying” 
their territory like an illegal 
invader. The american  
president happens to agree.
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your residence is probably your largest 
expenditure. remember, drastic times 
call for drastic measures. you need to 
consider moving. you might be able to 
move to an area closer to your job and/or 
near a store you could walk to for shop-
ping. you could cut your expenditures by 
hundreds of dollars per month if you rent 
a less-expensive house. paint and elbow 
grease are not very expensive. Dirty, 
dingy rooms can be made very livable 
and attractive with a little cleaning, paint 
and inexpensive curtains. If it’s an op-
tion, consider the dreaded “moving back 
in with mom and dad” strategy. The bit 
of rent you will pay your parents could 
help them with their bills too. conversely, 
if an aged parent can no longer take 
care of themselves and you have the 
ability to care for them, consider taking 
them into your home, as opposed to pay-
ing for them to live in assisted living.

Debt years are depressing 
years. you want to travel to help 
educate your children, but you 
can’t. you want to send your 

friend something special to encourage her, 
but you can’t. you want to buy something 
nice for your spouse, but you can’t. you 
desperately need to purchase a func-
tional appliance for your family, but you 
can’t. The list of financial can’ts reaches 
into every part of your day-to-day life, it 
seems. Family arguments result from the 
financial strain. Life is too precious and 
too short to grind under the financial and 
mental burden of unmanageable debt. If 
you are in debt, get ready to get out! 

perhaps your second-biggest expense 
is your vehicle. ask yourself if you could 
possibly get along completely without 
it. a car can cost as much as it costs to 
support an extra family member. seri-
ously consider getting rid of your car 
altogether, if possible. perhaps for a few 
dollars a month, you can carpool to work 
or ride the bus. Maybe you can even walk 
or bicycle. The money you receive for 
your car—plus the amount you save in 
insurance, gasoline, licensing and main-
tenance costs—will help you get out of 
debt far sooner. at the very least, if you 
drive an expensive car, consider selling it 
in favor of something more modest. If you 
drive your vehicle “into the ground,” in-
stead of trading it in every few years, you 
will save yourself thousands more and 
take a big bite out of your debt.

scrutinize every aspect of your life 
where you spend money. Look for ways 
to make emergency cuts. The goal: live 
far below your present income. What 
expenses can you cut out entirely? 
remember, the more you sacrifice now, 
the sooner you’ll be debt-free. If you are 
serious, you have already stopped mak-
ing impulse purchases and buying on 
credit and have budgeted for payments 
that will gradually pay off all your previ-
ous debts. If you haven’t already done 
this, start right now!

1

okay, what do i need 
to do right now?

really sacrifice! When the going gets 
tough, remember: The more you sac-
rifice now, the sooner you’ll be out 
of debt. To do this, you will need to 
look at every single aspect of your life 
where you spend money.

2

how do i budget?

WhAt do i do With my home? WhAt do i do With my CAr?

Debt
How to Get Out of

AN emergeNCy CrAsh Course!

By roBert morley
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as you look over your food bill, you might 
be surprised by this advice: Do not skimp 
on your health! Doing that will cost you 
more later on—in more ways than one. 
While you must provide for adequate nu-
trition, you can accomplish it using less 
money than you think. Eliminate all food 
expenditures not essential to maintaining 
good health. Buy food on sale—and in 
bulk when possible. Learn how to shop 
wisely. cheaper cuts of meat do just as 
well as more expensive cuts. If you are 
able, purchase and butcher an entire 
animal yourself; this saves you dollars 
per pound. Baking your own bread and 
planting a garden can also be huge mon-
ey-savers and improve your health. a $1 
tomato plant can produce many dollars’ 
worth of tomatoes. also, if a member of 
your family has the time, clip coupons for 
savings. 

now, meticulously look at your other 
expenses and possessions. cell phones, 
MP3s, cable, Internet: these are all ex-
pendable expenditures. you can survive 
without! pets are another area where 
some people spend thousands of dol-
lars per year. Difficult though it might 
be, maybe it’s time to find another home 
for them. Go cheaper with recreation 
expenses. a family dinner at a restaurant 
can become a family picnic at a nearby 
park. a trip to a major-league ballpark 
can become a nine-inning nail-biter at 
the local high school field. an excursion 
to the movies can become games and 
family conversation at home. saving 
money doesn’t have to dent your quality 
of life—it can actually improve it!

Think about where you keep your money: 
the bank. Eliminate overdraft, bank ac-
count and aTM fees. Banks often to 
charge overdraft fees of $35 or more if 
you overspend. additionally, the bank 
charges you interest on the money you’ve 
borrowed to cover your purchase. Link 
your savings and checking accounts so 
you can borrow from yourself, not from 
the bank. By opting out of overdraft pro-
tection (many banks enroll you automati-
cally), your account may be denied if you 
have insufficient funds, but at least it’s 
not as costly a one. additionally, make 
sure that your bank accounts are free. 
Many banks now charge maintenance 
fees and fees on accounts below certain 
minimum balances. If this is the case, 
consider finding a new bank. also, to 
avoid aTM charges, only withdraw money 
from networks that are free to use. 

But i’m still in debt!
It will take some austere living to get completely out—determine 
to stick with it! rejoice in your progress. seeing your debts melt 
away will be worth the sacrifice. proverbs 24:10 says if you faint in 
the day of adversity, your strength is small. Be strong! people often 
quit when just a few more steps would reveal rays of light on the 
horizon. It may seem overwhelming. Do not give in. hebrews 12:1 
tells us to run our spiritual race patiently, intelligently, casting off 
impediments. The same principle applies in our financial “race.” 

seek God’s guidance. see your employer. see your creditor. 
Talk your situation over with them. Don’t procrastinate. keep 
thinking. keep planning. keep working. how badly do you want it? 

remember: God wants us to prosper. he wants us to be able 
to live the debt-free way of life and experience the blessings that 
come as a result of obeying his financial laws. so keep working, 
get creative in finding ways to save money, and persevere. you 
can do it! The results will be well worth your efforts. n

4“are you willing to get another job and work a few 80-hour 
weeks?” asks debt consultant Dave ramsey. “If you think that it is 
too hard, you will never get out of the debt that you brought upon 
yourself.” This is the approach you need. 

When it comes to tackling debt, to get the most bang for your 
buck, you should pay off the debt with the highest interest rate first 
and maintain minimum payments on all your other debt. But if you 
need of a psychological boost, you can use the snowball method. 
pay off the loan with the smallest principle. once that debt is paid 
off, use those payments to help pay off your next-smallest debt. 
Whichever method you choose, keep moving forward. 

Be sure not to waste hard-earned dollars on gambling or lot-
teries. and remember, the only people that get rich quick with get-
rich-quick-schemes are the schemers—not the desperate suckers 
who fall for them. act with integrity and honesty. Follow the law 
and stay away from unethical businesses and practices (proverbs 
22:16; 28:6; romans 13:1, 7). “ a faithful man shall abound with 
blessings: but he that maketh haste to be rich shall not be inno-
cent. … he that hasteth to be rich hath an evil eye, and considereth 
not that poverty shall come upon him” (proverbs 28:20, 22).  

3

What strategies do i need?

WhAt do i do With my groCeries? WhAt do i do With my stuFF? Where else CAN i sAVe moNey?

AN emergeNCy CrAsh Course!
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IsTockphoTo

        There’s something wonderful 
      we as parents need to protect 
         in our children. By Joel Hilliker

Let Kids
be

eavesdropping on Adults
More and more, though, it’s not just 

kids’ shows our children are watching. 
Only 14 percent of the networks’ sched-
uling is devoted to youth-oriented pro-
gramming, so young people often end up 
watching adult programs. A 2005 survey 
showed the most popular tv show among 

n the absence of experi-
ence, children will always 
choose the same thing, 
the thing that is most 
immediately attrac-
tive or gratifying to 
them,” wrote Theodore 
Dalrymple. “A young 
child, constantly con-
sulted over his likes 
and dislikes, learns 
that life is, and ought 
to be, ruled by his likes 
and dislikes” (In Praise 
of Prejudice). Encour-
aged to exercise their 
freedom of choice based on 
their simplest whims, they fail t o 
learn several crucial values in life: rea-
soned judgment, hard work, patience and 
self-sacrifice, among others.

Consumerist messages aside, even 
an afternoon of children’s program-
ming on public television is a 
minefield of other shady materi-
al to shape their thinking: bad 
attitudes; knee-jerk disrespect 
for authority; scatological, 
“gross-out” humor; feminist 
or other politically correct mes-
sages; demonism, witchcraft or other 
pagan spiritual content. 

Astoundingly, though, even main-
stream sources of parental advice warn 
against being too concerned—after all, 
you don’t want to seem “out of touch” to 
your children. But that is bad advice, pure 
and simple.

A couple of years ago, an 
artist named Marla Olmstead 
caught the modern art world 
by the tail. Critics said she had 

the talent of Picasso. Her popularity ex-
ploded, and with it, so did the price tags 
on her paintings.

The funny part is, she was 4 years old.
The 2007 documentary My Kid Could 

Paint That showed intellectual grown-ups 
reading profound adult meanings into these 
works. They spoke of this child as though 
she possessed some mythic, eternal wis-
dom. In truth, she just liked pretty colors.

This girl’s unbecoming treatment at the 
hands of the adults around her is playing 
out, writ large, all around us. We are push-
ing our children into adulthood at break-
neck pace. We are instilling in them adult 
habits of consumerism, trusting them 
with adult decision-making capacity, feed-
ing them on adult entertainment, and en-
couraging them in adult sexual behavior.

In the process, we are robbing them 
of something precious and wonderful: 
childhood.

Who is Wooing our Children?
The panoply of forces driving this trend 
is vast and relentless. Determined parents, 
however, can do much to still the storm. It 
starts by recognizing it.

Many of us seem to have bought the 
notion that children should not be con-
trolled. Parents give them open access to 
television, the Internet, movies and mu-
sic of their own choosing, let them select 
their own friends indiscriminately, and 
so on. Many apparently believe that de-
marcating boundaries for young people 
impairs them—that they are naturally 
entitled to all the privileges and freedoms 
of adulthood. But what are the results of 
such thinking? Bad, bad, bad all around.

Consider for a moment just who is mak-
ing a play for their minds. At the top of the 
list, marketers are eager to woo the next 
generation of customers. Without regard 
for their intellectual, social or spiritual well-
being, these merchants only seek our chil-
dren’s attention, en route to claiming their 
dollars. Thus, they appeal to youth’s stron-
gest, most immediate and even base de-
sires—self-gratification and vanity—all the 
while hurrying them toward unrestrained 
consumerism. Themes of kid-empower-
ment and anti-adultism are pervasive.

Facing such unprincipled influences, 
children simply haven’t developed enough 
discrimination to resist. Thus, they are 
taught to fixate on how much life “owes 
them” and on what they “deserve.” “[I]

Kids
JANUARy 2010 the PhilAdelPhiA trumPet10



        There’s something wonderful 
      we as parents need to protect 
         in our children. By Joel Hilliker

Let Kids
be

dropping” on the adult world. But it’s not 
the real adult world—it’s a world far more 
violent, sexual, rude and crass.

Violence is increasingly marketed spe-
cifically to our young people in the form 
of television programs, movies, music and 
music videos, video games and toys. As 
Juliet Schor details in Born to Buy, vio-
lent action figures are being promoted to 
preschoolers. Gruesomely violent video 
games—which have become extremely 
realistic—are making their way into 
younger and younger hands. A 2000 Fed-
eral Trade Commission report found that 
70 percent of all mature-rated games (for 
ages 18 and up) were specifically targeted 
at youth under age 17. 

This past November, the video game 
Modern Warfare 2: Call of Duty debuted. 
The game consists of players controlling 
soldiers from a first-person point of view 
as they kill enemies and civilians from 
Afghanistan to Russia to South America 
to suburban Washington, d.c. Rated “ma-

ture” for profanity, drugs, blood and in-
tense violence, this game sold almost 5 

million copies in the U.S. and UK 
in its first 24 hours. That day, it 
made $310 million, the biggest 
debut in history—not the his-
tory of all video games, but 
of all forms of entertainment. 
you can be sure that among 
those millions of eager cus-
tomers were no small number 

of teenagers—and younger.
The social climate that 

promotes such media is 
the same one that inspired 

high school students in Chicago 
in September to beat a 16-year-

old student to death. It is producing 
a steady drumbeat of incidents in the 
news involving younger and younger 

children committing unspeakable crimes.
The aggressive sexualization of our 

children is criminal in and of itself. 
“These days when you walk into a toy 
store, it’s not clear whether you actually 
made it to the store or accidentally landed 
in a red-light district,” wrote Wendy Shalit 
in her book Girls Gone Mild. Dolls aimed 
at preschool girls wear heavy makeup and 
provocative outfits; marketing materi-
als speak openly about the importance of 
“looking hot.” Messages of female empow-
erment are unapologetically wedded with 
those of exhibitionism and splashy sexual-
ity. Most major retailers carry thongs in 
their girls’ department; even “Hello Kitty” 
and Care Bears manufacture the item. 

Shalit cited one mother of two girls who 

9-to-12-year-olds was Desperate House-
wives. For family movie night, parents 
are unwilling to sit through an innocu-
ous cartoon—and are thus exposing their 
children to sterner fare. Bit by bit, our 
young people grow desensitized and come 
to expect more mature material in their 
entertainment. In effect, they are “eaves-

complained, “Many girls seem to have no 
childhood at all. Once you get beyond size 
12-to-18-months, the clothes begin to look 
trashy.” Porn has become pop culture—
and young people are increasingly com-
fortable with it. A survey of British teen-
age girls showed that when asked what was 
a “good profession,” seven times more of 
them chose “lap dancer” than teacher. 

“There is no longer any mystery or 
power to sex—it is just expected that ev-
erything will be sexual, and so nothing is,” 
lamented Shalit. “There is nothing to wait 
for, or to look forward to. … [B]eing pub-
licly sexual has become the only acceptable 
way for girls to demonstrate maturity.”

What a shame that we are in such a 
rush to rob our children of the security 
and simplicity of a real childhood.

how to Preserve Childhood
“Childhood is perhaps the only phase of 
life when innocence can flourish,” wrote 
Michael and Diane Medved in Saving 
Childhood. “But to allow this, parents and 
others responsible for children’s minds 
need to construct a protective shelter 
against the painful and frightening facets 
of life. They need to stand guard at its door, 
to let the harsher truths of reality gradually 
unfold for the child, in a way and at a pace 
that allows the child to maintain a positive 
outlook” (emphasis theirs). Good advice.

Children possess no inner compass for 
wisdom. As Proverbs 29:15 tells us, “[A] 
child left to himself bringeth his mother 
to shame.” As our children travel a world 
filled with harmful things, they will be nat-
urally attracted to certain of those things. 
Loving parents will forbid them. As long as 
our children are too young to discern right 
from wrong, good from evil, we have the 
God-given responsibility to make those 
decisions for them. And over the years, we 
must morally educate them to recognize 
and avoid those things on their own.

The feeling of security that comes with 
living under the protective umbrella of 
parental supervision—even control—frees 
a child. “Only children enjoy the luxury of 
viewing life as unshaped, ill-defined, con-
stantly assembling,” wrote the Medveds. 
“Like expressionist art, the world is vague 
but vibrant. Later, there’s plenty of time 
for the sharp definition of realism.”

Enemies of that vague and vibrant 
world encroach—even the art gallery try-
ing to treat its preschool painter like Pi-
casso. Hold them off. And give your chil-
dren clear boundaries so they can cherish 
that simple, happy world while it lasts. 
Sadly, it isn’t long. n
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abandoned 
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a brother 
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JIM hoLLanDEr/aFp/GETTy IMaGEs, GETTy IMaGEs

it’s America’s new 
way. is it working? 
By BrAd mACdoNAld

ditching 
Friends, 
Courting 
enemies

Last July, 22 intellectuals and 
former political leaders from Eastern 
and Central Europe penned an open 
letter to the Obama administration. 

Endorsed by many of the region’s current 
leaders, it explained that Central and East-
ern Europe are at a “political crossroads.”  

“Storm clouds are starting to gather on 
the foreign-policy front,” the letter read. 
The region is aff licted with a “growing 
sense of nervousness.” The primary source 
of fear is Russia, their reinvigorated neigh-
bor bent on “pursuing a 19th-century agen-
da with 21st-century tactics and methods.”   

The gracious yet somber missive was 
a heart-to-heart plea. America rescued us 
from the Cold War, was the unwritten im-
plication. Grateful and indebted, we have for 
20 years reciprocated by being dependable, 
trustworthy allies, both in word and in ac-
tion. Our relationship must remain healthy. 
Now, more than ever, the “United States 
and Central and Eastern Europe must re-
connect around a new and forward-look-
ing agenda,” it said. Be strong, Mr. Obama. 
Treasure our past, and please don’t abandon 
us now—not at this precarious moment.

you might remember the president’s re-
sponse. Two months later, on the 70th an-
niversary of Russia’s invasion of Poland, his 
administration announced it was scrapping 
the ballistic missile defense (bmd) system 
slated for Poland and the Czech Republic. 

It was exactly what the leaders of Cen-
tral and Eastern European states feared: 
After 20 years of friendship, the United 
States was tossing them to the Russian bear. 

This decision, disastrous as it was, was 
at least consistent. Over the past year, ditch-
ing long-time friends and allies in order to 
court enemies has become standard Ameri-
can foreign policy. 

The bond between the U.S. and 
Britain was the defining relationship 
of the 20th century. Together the two 
countries defeated the Kaiser in World 
War i and the Axis powers in World 
War ii. Together they formed the dual 
heart of the global economic system. 
Together they rebuilt postwar Europe. 
Together they confronted and eventual-
ly defeated Communist Russia. Togeth-
er they overthrew Saddam Hussein and 
waged war against Islamic terrorists. 

Barack Obama wasn’t in office a 
month before he was undermining this 
historic relationship. “It has been said 
that the new president does not share 
the affinity for Britain of his predeces-
sors,” observed the Telegraph in Febru-
ary (Feb. 3, 2009). His disregard for Brit-
ain was evident early, when he made the 
decision, without consulting Downing 
Street, to send four Guantánamo detain-
ees to settle in the British colony of Ber-
muda. “The U.S. is clearly determined 
to act in what it perceives as its own 
national interest even riding roughshod 
over what it should have done, which is 
spoken to the British government,” stat-
ed one British member of Parliament. 

The White House press secretary 
ditched the term “relationship” in fa-
vor of “partnership” when describing 
America’s association with Britain. 
And don’t forget about the infamous 
Churchill bust incident, or Obama’s 
frosty reception of Prime Minister 
Gordon Brown in early March, which 
consisted of a 30-minute chat inside the 
White House and a gift of a dvd collec-
tion of 25 Hollywood movies. “There’s 
nothing special about Britain,” a Wash-
ington insider was reported to have said 
during preparations for Mr. Brown’s 
visit. “you’re just the same as the 
other 190 countries in the world. you 
shouldn’t expect special treatment.” 

And they don’t—not anymore. 

The U.S. has been Israel’s most  
ardent ally since its establishment as 
a state in 1948. Though the intensity 
of America’s support has waxed and 
waned over the years depending on who 
inhabited the White House, the waning 
that has occurred during the Obama 
administration is unprecedented. 

In his June address to the Muslim 
world in Cairo—where he declared a 
“new beginning” in the relationship 
between America and the Muslim 
world—President Obama essentially 
severed America’s historic relationship 
with the Jewish state. As the Trumpet 
noted after that speech, by coddling 
the Muslims “the U.S. effectively ended 
its brotherly and strategically critical 
alliance with Israel” (August 2009).

Since then, the American-Israeli rela-
tionship has continued to fracture. In an 
effort to make good on its promises to 
the Palestinians (and Muslims in gener-
al), Washington maintains its policy of 
imposing outrageous, even dangerous, 
demands on the Jewish government. 

For decades, Israel has relied heavily 
on its brotherly, sometimes testy, bond 
with the U.S.—whether it was America 
giving political legitimacy to Israel’s 
sovereignty, selling hardware to Israel’s 
military, or defending the interests of 
the Jewish state internationally. Mr. 
Obama’s lofty rhetoric notwithstanding, 
that “unbreakable” bond is now broken. 

As we explained in August, “Israel 
knows it has been abandoned by the 
United States.” 

isrAel

BritAiN 
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kim Jong il
a madman 
coddled

Since Mr. Obama took office, 
North Korea has tested a nuclear weap-
on and a long-range missile, withdrawn 
from the 1953 armistice agreement 
with South Korea, and declared that 

it will weapon-
ize its plutonium 
stocks. How did 
the Obama admin-
istration respond 
to these belliger-
ent acts? It show-
ered Pyongyang 
with concessions, 
among which was 
the decision to 
agree to Kim Jong 
Il’s demand for bi-
lateral talks. 

Wa sh i ng ton’s 
impotence in the 
face of North Korea 
has been noted in 
Japan, South Ko-
rea and to a lesser 
extent the Philip-

pines, all important allies of America 
over the past 65 years. Each of these na-
tions is worried and has started to posi-
tion itself for a future in which North 
Korea has nukes. 

In June, the Honduran Supreme 
Court lawfully booted the nation’s pres-
ident, Manuel Zelaya, after he illegally 
trampled on the nation’s constitution 
in an effort to transform the country 
into a Venezuelan-style tyranny. The 
Obama administration responded by 
rallying to the defense of Zelaya, er-
roneously calling the Supreme Court’s 
decision a coup d’etat. 

Although Washington subsequently 
shied away from calling the impeach-
ment a coup, and 
later helped ham-
mer out an accord 
(which failed) be-
tween Zelaya and 
de facto leader Ro-
berto Micheletti, 
its initial reaction 
and subsequent 
dithering and re-
fusal to support 
democracy and the 
Honduran Consti-
tution exposed its 
dangerous lack of 
moral clarity. 

As we wrote 
on our website, 
“While punish-
ing those who are 
struggling to up-
hold freedom, democracy and the rule 
of law, [America is] actively aiding and 
abetting the cause of murderous thugs 
who hate what America stands for and 
wish to destroy us” (Sept. 11., 2009). 

Although it’s a stretch to say Saudi 
Arabia and Egypt are friends of America, 
the “moderates” in Cairo and Riyadh have 
definitely been counted among Washing-
ton’s firmest Muslim allies. “Have” is the 
operative word too. Watching the presi-
dent work, it’s hard to imagine Egypt, 
Saudi Arabia and the rest of the moderate 
Muslim world remaining allies for long. 

The president’s address in Cairo re-
defined America’s relationship with the 
Muslim world. It’s telling then, that dur-
ing that speech President Obama didn’t 
express a shadow of interest in confront-
ing Iran, the nation Mort Kondracke has 
identified as the one that “the whole Arab 
world is scared to death of.” The president 
said nothing about dealing with Iran’s 
sponsoring of terrorists, nor its rapidly ad-
vancing nuclear program. In fact, he made 
it clear that America has no real interest 
in preventing Iran from acquiring nukes. 

Mr. Obama’s speech was “the weak-
est statement on Iran and nukes in at 
least eight or nine years by anyone in the 
West,” said syndicated columnist Charles 
Krauthammer (June 5, 2009). Instead of 
using this watershed address to reassure 
America’s moderate Arab allies, President 
Obama terrified them by making it clear 
he will not defend them, or Israel or the 
rest of the world, against Iran’s ambitions. 

In addition to the few moderates in 
Egypt and Saudi Arabia, other smaller 
Islamic states—including Oman, the 
United Arab Emirates and yemen—can 
also be counted among those tossed by 
Mr. Obama into the ravenous jaws of 
Iran. And don’t forget Iraq, a fragile na-
tion quickly falling under Iranian con-
trol as the Islamic Republic increasingly 
fills the void left by America’s diminish-
ing presence. 

sAudi ArABiA 
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While punishing those 
who are struggling 
to uphold freedom, 
democracy and the 
rule of law, America 
is actively aiding and 
abetting the cause of 
murderous thugs who 

hate what America 
stands for and wish 

to destroy us.
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Coddling enemies  
President Obama hopes that by tossing 
friends and allies to the wolves he might 
satisfy the appetite of America’s enemies. 
That hasn’t happened, not even a little. In 
fact, the wolves are circling America closer 
than ever, and, having digested the food 
thrown to them, are now stronger than ever. 

Take the Muslim world, for example. 
Citing a number of surveys, including a 
large Pew survey performed in June, in 
the wake of Mr. Obama’s speech in Cairo, 
Joseph Loconte, a senior research fellow 
at King’s College in New york City, ex-
plained how America’s reputation remains 
unfavorable among Muslims throughout 
the Middle East.

“[M]ost Islamic countries distrust the 
United States under the leadership of Pres-
ident Obama about as much as they did 
under President George W. Bush,” noted 
Loconte. “yes, majorities of the Muslim 
populations interviewed still believe that 
America plays a mostly destructive role 
in the world. Most view the United States 
as ‘an enemy’ and ‘a military threat’ to 
their own country. Most disapprove of the 
American-led effort to combat terrorism. 
Large numbers, in fact, voice strong sup-
port for terrorism and Osama bin Laden. 
… In other words, anti-Americanism is 
alive and well in the age of Obama” (The 
American, Sept. 16, 2009).

Think about that. Under Barack 
Obama the United States has tried to 
tone down or draw down its commitment 
and involvement in virtually every major 
point of friction between America and the 
Islamic world, from supporting the Jewish 
state, to Iraq, to Afghanistan, to the “war 
on terror.” For what? 

Much of the Muslim world dislikes the 
United States as much today as it did when 
George Bush was president. The same 
goes for America’s other competitors, like 

Russia and China. There’s one important 
distinction however: While America’s en-
emies remain unmoved in their hatred, 
its traditional friends and allies are dazed 
and disconcerted—and a whole lot less 
willing to ride to America’s rescue. 

A spent superpower
After Mr. Obama delivered his speech to 
the Muslim world last June, Trumpet edi-
tor in chief Gerald Flurry wrote, “President 
Obama’s speech is a great turning point in 
this world.” He also identified it as a “sig-
nal to the world that America the 
superpower is dead!” (August 2009). 

Clearly that was no exaggeration. The 
accuracy of that statement was rooted in 
Bible prophecy as much as it was present 
reality. 

In Deuteronomy 28, for example, God 
explains the curses He would send upon 
the United States and other modern na-
tions of biblical Israel. Verses 65 and 66 
state: “Among those nations you shall 
find no ease, no resting place for the sole 
of your foot. There the Lord will give you 
a trembling heart, failing eyes, and a lan-
guishing spirit. your life shall hang in 
doubt before you; night and day you shall 
dread, with no assurance of your life” (Re-
vised Standard Version). 

We are witnesses to this gut-wrenching 
prophecy. The U.S. is transforming from 
world superpower to global vagabond. 
Look at the American government: Its 
heart is skittish, its head is sick. Its lead-
ers are naive and weak in the face of tyr-
anny. They’ve embraced a foreign policy 
of abandoning friends and courting en-
emies. It’s a policy of entrapment, and one 
that can only end in destruction. 

As prophecy states, the United States 
will very soon find itself entirely friend-
less—isolated in a terrifying world drunk 
on hatred of America! n

With all these precedents, the be-
trayal of Eastern and Central Europe 
was almost expected. yet it was no less 
tragic. America’s planned bmd system 
in Poland and the Czech Republic was 
a symbolic gesture of America’s com-
mitment to that region. It was a sign of 
Washington’s willingness to invest in 
European affairs, confronting Russian 
ambitions on Europe’s periphery and 
checking Iran’s nuclear ambitions. 

The decision to scrap the bmd plan 
caused a political earthquake in Cen-
tral and Eastern Europe. “By trading 
the loyalty of Poland and the Czech 
Republic to satisfy Russia’s security 
concerns, the United States is signaling 
that it no longer contests Moscow’s right 
to assert its interests in Eastern Europe,” 
wrote the Times Online (Sept. 17, 2009; 
emphasis mine throughout). America’s 
other allies in the region felt the trem-
ors too. Ukraine and Georgia are cur-
rently being squeezed by the Kremlin. 
Washington has already abandoned 
Georgia, and Obama’s capitulation 
over Poland and the Czech Republic 
was a sure sign that it ultimately plans 
to abandon Ukraine as well. 

“Putin … sees this as a triumph of 
his will over Obama’s weak, retreating 
U.S.,” wrote Ralph Peters. “And he’s 
right.” Now we can “add Poland and 
the Czech Republic to the list of allies, 
such as Israel and Honduras, that we’ve 
thrown to the wolves” (New York Post, 
Sept. 19, 2009). 
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The Stampede to gold
importers began to replace American in-
dustry. U.S. manufacturers were forced out 
of business or they relocated overseas. The 
U.S. economy radically changed. Ameri-
ca’s economy rapidly evolved from being 
production-based to consumption-based. 
The nation went from being the world’s 
creditor to being its largest debtor. 

These imbalances took their toll. Over 
just the past decade, the dollar has lost one 
third of its value.

So now the world is speeding up its 
search for a way out from underneath its 
piles and piles of depreciating dollars. In-
dia’s purchase is “a landmark trade,” said 
Barclays Capital gold specialist Jonathan 
Spall. It is “a sign for other central banks 
and sovereign wealth funds.” The dollar 
exodus is set in motion.

don’t Forget this Picture
A shift is on—and it is going to completely 
blindside Washington.

Many people don’t realize that the bul-
lion the imf sold included U.S. gold. Many 
times over the last decade, the imf has 
sought to sell its gold and spend the mon-
ey, but Washington consistently vetoed 
it—that is, until this last year when the 
current administration gave the go-ahead.

U.S. politicians don’t understand his-
tory. During this, America’s worst time of 
crisis since the 1930s, as confidence in the 
dollar is failing, America should be repatri-
ating its gold from the imf—not selling it.

American politicians may have deluded 
themselves into believing the dollar is better 
than gold, but the world obviously isn’t con-
vinced. Both China and Russia are very vo-
cal about their desire to increase their gold 
holdings and move away from the U.S. dol-
lar. But when America’s allies—like India—
announce their desire to diversify away 
from the dollar, America should wake up.

Meanwhile, back at the bank, the imf 
has announced it will sell another 200 
tons. Will Russia, or China—or Europe—
get this chunk of American gold?

India’s gold purchase should be a warn-
ing to America. Usually Second World na-
tions have to put up their gold as collat-
eral for loans from the First World. Now 
developing nations are the ones with the 
gold, and it is America that is relinquish-
ing control.

India now has some mammoth gold 
reserves—and $6.7 billion less paper mon-
ey. This bold move is a clear sign that the 
world is abandoning the dollar and that 
America’s days as an economic superpow-
er are ending. India’s stampede into gold 
is a picture we shouldn’t forget. n

monetary agreement, the world has con-
ducted its trade and paid its bills in dol-
lars—not gold. This decision was largely 
based upon the fact that America had a 
strong economy, was a major creditor na-
tion with low debts, and that America had 
a reputation for fighting inflation and de-
fending the dollar’s value.

For years, this experiment worked 
well. Having the world’s reserve currency 
meant that the world needed to hold dol-
lars to conduct trade. All this foreign de-
mand for dollars pushed up the value of 
the greenback. This made foreign imports 
less expensive. Flush with extra purchas-
ing power, U.S. consumers embarked 
upon the greatest multi-decade spending 
binge ever. Standards of living surged.

The U.S. government liked this arrange-
ment too. Whenever the economy slowed 
down, or the government needed a little 
more money, it just printed up some more 
dollars or issued a few more treasury bonds. 
The world’s dollar demand sopped up the 
extra money, so America didn’t have to deal 
with the normally expected side effects of 
soaring inflation and rising interest rates.

yet all was not well. As America en-
couraged the world to collect dollars (the 
new reserve currency) and dump gold (the 
old reserve currency), an unforeseen, dra-
matic reaction occurred.

An overvalued dollar meant that foreign 

Two hundred metric tons of 
gold—the largest gold purchase in 
history. Think 44 Asian elephants. 
The buyer’s motive was clear: to get 

away from the dollar. But why did America’s 
leaders give the okay for the International 
Monetary Fund to sell America’s gold?

During October, the Central Bank of 
India bought 200 metric tons of gold from 
the imf. It is the biggest signal yet that 
Asian countries are moving away from the 
dollar, the Financial Times inferred. As 
he swapped his country’s dollars for hard 
assets, India’s finance minister was blunt: 
The economies of the U.S. and Europe 
have “collapsed.” India was doing what it 
could to prepare for the coming meltdown.

As the news hit the market, currency 
and commodity traders thundered into ac-
tion. Demand for the yellow metal surged 
as investors wondered if central banks from 
China, Europe and elsewhere would join 
the stampede. Which would be the next 
central bank to trample the greenback? As 
traders speculated, the price for a single 
ounce of the precious metal blew past all 
previous records and hit above $1,100.

The real importance is this: When na-
tions buy gold, it is a not-so-subtle stomp 
on the dollar.

Back in the Post-golden days
Since the collapse of the Bretton Woods 

in a cloud of dollar dust, india trumpets an 
exodus from the greenback. By roBert morley
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lah Abdullah decided to boy-
cott it. Abdullah dropped out 
of the race in the face of likely 
defeat, given that Karzai had 
a slight lead in the polls and 
that the Independent Election 
Commission is stacked with 
Karzai supporters. The U.S. is 
now forced to rebrand Karzai 
as a credible U.S. partner de-
spite blatant election fraud. 

turkey scrapped a joint 
military drill planned for 
October with Israel, the U.S., 
Italy and nato because of 
its newfound unwillingness 
to cooperate with the Jewish 
state. The move revived fears 
that Israel is losing its most 
valuable ally in the region. 

The United Nations Hu-
man Rights Council voted 
overwhelmingly October 16 

tary elections. Hezbollah was 
given key positions in the new 
government and rigged the 
makeup of the cabinet to be in 
its favor, with the ruling coali-
tion not having a big enough 
majority to make large deci-
sions on its own. Hezbollah 
also pushed for control of 
Lebanon’s telecommunica-
tions system. “Saad Hariri, 
son of the murdered former 
prime minister and leader of 
the ruling coalition, initially 
balked at Hezbollah’s terms, 
but eventually had no choice 
but to give in,” Time wrote 
November 11. 

Afghan President Hamid 
Karzai became the de facto 
winner of the runoff election 
slated for November 7 after 
presidential candidate Abdul-

ings in Iraq were struck 
on October 25 by ve-
hicle bombs, killing 
153 people. Al Qaeda 
claimed responsibil-
ity for the bombings, 
though it evidently 
had the support of lo-
cal Sunnis. Through 
attacks such as these, the Sun-
nis are reminding America 
of what could go wrong in 
Iraq as the U.S. draws down 
its troops in that country. 
The Sunnis know that in the 
absence of the Americans, 
they will be subject to Iranian 

domination. 
Lebanon’s unity 

government con-
vened for the first 
time November 
10, one day after 
the majority U.S.-
backed bloc and its 
rivals in the Syria- 
and Iran-backed 

minority coalition finally 
agreed on a new power-shar-
ing cabinet. Lebanon had 
been without a government 
since the June parliamen-

sources say Hezbollah has the 
same missiles in southern leb-
anon. In early November, the 
israeli Navy discovered hun-
dreds of tons of arms on a ship 
near Cyprus, en route from 
Iran to Hezbollah. A shipment 
of Iranian armaments was also 
intercepted in October in the 
Gulf of Suez en route to either 
syria or Hezbollah.

The New York Post report-
ed October 12 that Iran is con-
ducting an all-out election bid 
to determine the future of iraq 
in the lead-up to its sched-
uled January 15 general elec-
tion. It appears former Prime 
minister ibrahim 
al-Jafaari is Iran’s 
candidate for prime 
minister. Among 
other moves, Iran 
has been pouring 
huge amounts of 
money into Iraq, 
using front com-
panies, and pres-
suring Iraq’s Grand Ayatollah 
Ali-Muhammad Sistani to 
endorse the pro-Iranian Iraqi 
National Alliance bloc. 

Two government build-
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Baron karl-theodor zu 

guttenberg meets with german 
soldiers in Afghanistan.

vidual Eastern 
European coun-
tries while only 
minimally affecting 
Germany, France and 
the other downstream West-
ern European states. The Nord 
Stream pipeline will give Ger-
many similar energy leverage 
over much of Western Europe. 
It is German, not Russian, am-
bitions that Western European 
nations should fear most.

MIDEAST
Iran agreed to a multina-

tional nuclear deal October 
1 whereby its stockpile of en-
riched uranium would be sent 
out of the country temporar-
ily, but then it backpedaled. 
Although Tehran has not 
rejected the deal outright, it 
appears to be buying time for 
its nuclear program yet again. 

Iran has smuggled rockets 
with a range of 37 miles to 
Hamas, israel’s head of mili-
tary intelligence says. Security 

tober 7, italy’s constitutional 
court ruled that a law passed 
in 2008 granting the prime 
minister immunity from per-
secution was invalid. Now he 
faces three court cases against 
him—one being a serious al-
legation of corruption. Berlus-
coni is losing popularity due 
to numerous sex scandals. The 
Vatican—the real powerbroker 
in Italy—has also indicated 
that it is not happy with his an-
tics. Without Vatican support, 
Berlusconi will soon be gone. 

sweden and Finland agreed 
November 5 to allow a pipe-
line to be constructed under 
the Baltic Sea from russia to 
Germany. denmark agreed al-
most three weeks earlier. The 
long-awaited project should 
finally get off the ground early 
in 2010. This is an important 
project for Germany—and 
bad news for Eastern Europe. 
Russia has already used gas as 
a weapon against Eastern Eu-
rope. Once the Baltic pipeline 
is complete, Russia will be able 
to stop gas deliveries to indi-

a new government torn into 
their own coalition agreement 
to such a degree before it was 
even signed,” wrote Ger-
many’s Die Tageszeitung. This 
begs the question: How long 
can this coalition last?

The election also brought 
about the promotion of the 
rising star in German politics, 
Baron Karl-Theodor zu Gut-
tenberg, who is Germany’s 
new defense minister. Gut-
tenberg recently surpassed 
Chancellor Merkel as the most 
popular politician in Ger-
many. Hailing from the en-
trenched Bavarian-Frankish, 
Catholic aristocracy, Gut-
tenberg was a bright young 
leader during the long reign of 
Edmund Stoiber as Bavaria’s 
prime minister. Already Gut-
tenberg—an ex-soldier—is 
popular with the military. He 
is the first German politician 
to have referred to the Afghan-
istan campaign as a war. 

Italian Prime Minister 
Silvio Berlusconi may be fac-
ing serious trouble. On Oc-

EUROPE
Europe has ratified the 

Lisbon Treaty. On October 
2, the Irish public voted for the 
second time in a referendum 
on the treaty. Under pressure 
from the European Union, 
67 percent voted for, and 33 
percent against. On October 
10, Polish President Lech 
Kaczynski signed the treaty. 
Czech President Vaclav Klaus 
held out against Lisbon’s rati-
fication for a while, but finally 
gave in; having secured an 
opt-out for the Czech republic 
from the EU human rights 
charter, Klaus went ahead and 
signed the treaty into law. On 
November 3, ratification was 
complete. The Lisbon Treaty 
will help the EU make much 
faster decisions, and make it 
more difficult for individual 
nations to hold up its progress. 
With the treaty signed, watch 
for Europe’s growth in power 
to accelerate. 

Now all eyes are turning to 
the two powerful positions the 
treaty creates: the EU presi-
dent and EU foreign minister. 
The job description for the EU 
president is largely unwritten, 
meaning that the job will be 
shaped by the personality ap-
pointed to perform it. Filled 
by the right individuals, these 
positions could greatly in-
crease the EU’s global clout.

Angela Merkel was sworn 
in for a second term as ger-
many’s chancellor on October 
28. Her Christian Democratic 
Party (cdu) won the national 
elections in Germany on Sep-
tember 27 amid exceptionally 
low turnout. Her coalition 
partners are the cdu’s Bavar-
ian sister party, the Christian 
Social Union, and the Free 
Democrats. Even before 
Merkel was sworn in, how-
ever, serious disagreements 
had arisen. “Never before has 

colombia

Ecuador

u.s.

chile

Venezuela

Brazil
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lah Abdullah decided to boy-
cott it. Abdullah dropped out 
of the race in the face of likely 
defeat, given that Karzai had 
a slight lead in the polls and 
that the Independent Election 
Commission is stacked with 
Karzai supporters. The U.S. is 
now forced to rebrand Karzai 
as a credible U.S. partner de-
spite blatant election fraud. 

turkey scrapped a joint 
military drill planned for 
October with Israel, the U.S., 
Italy and nato because of 
its newfound unwillingness 
to cooperate with the Jewish 
state. The move revived fears 
that Israel is losing its most 
valuable ally in the region. 

The United Nations Hu-
man Rights Council voted 
overwhelmingly October 16 

tary elections. Hezbollah was 
given key positions in the new 
government and rigged the 
makeup of the cabinet to be in 
its favor, with the ruling coali-
tion not having a big enough 
majority to make large deci-
sions on its own. Hezbollah 
also pushed for control of 
Lebanon’s telecommunica-
tions system. “Saad Hariri, 
son of the murdered former 
prime minister and leader of 
the ruling coalition, initially 
balked at Hezbollah’s terms, 
but eventually had no choice 
but to give in,” Time wrote 
November 11. 

Afghan President Hamid 
Karzai became the de facto 
winner of the runoff election 
slated for November 7 after 
presidential candidate Abdul-

ings in Iraq were struck 
on October 25 by ve-
hicle bombs, killing 
153 people. Al Qaeda 
claimed responsibil-
ity for the bombings, 
though it evidently 
had the support of lo-
cal Sunnis. Through 
attacks such as these, the Sun-
nis are reminding America 
of what could go wrong in 
Iraq as the U.S. draws down 
its troops in that country. 
The Sunnis know that in the 
absence of the Americans, 
they will be subject to Iranian 

domination. 
Lebanon’s unity 

government con-
vened for the first 
time November 
10, one day after 
the majority U.S.-
backed bloc and its 
rivals in the Syria- 
and Iran-backed 

minority coalition finally 
agreed on a new power-shar-
ing cabinet. Lebanon had 
been without a government 
since the June parliamen-

sources say Hezbollah has the 
same missiles in southern leb-
anon. In early November, the 
israeli Navy discovered hun-
dreds of tons of arms on a ship 
near Cyprus, en route from 
Iran to Hezbollah. A shipment 
of Iranian armaments was also 
intercepted in October in the 
Gulf of Suez en route to either 
syria or Hezbollah.

The New York Post report-
ed October 12 that Iran is con-
ducting an all-out election bid 
to determine the future of iraq 
in the lead-up to its sched-
uled January 15 general elec-
tion. It appears former Prime 
minister ibrahim 
al-Jafaari is Iran’s 
candidate for prime 
minister. Among 
other moves, Iran 
has been pouring 
huge amounts of 
money into Iraq, 
using front com-
panies, and pres-
suring Iraq’s Grand Ayatollah 
Ali-Muhammad Sistani to 
endorse the pro-Iranian Iraqi 
National Alliance bloc. 

Two government build-
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Baron karl-theodor zu 

guttenberg meets with german 
soldiers in Afghanistan.

vidual Eastern 
European coun-
tries while only 
minimally affecting 
Germany, France and 
the other downstream West-
ern European states. The Nord 
Stream pipeline will give Ger-
many similar energy leverage 
over much of Western Europe. 
It is German, not Russian, am-
bitions that Western European 
nations should fear most.

MIDEAST
Iran agreed to a multina-

tional nuclear deal October 
1 whereby its stockpile of en-
riched uranium would be sent 
out of the country temporar-
ily, but then it backpedaled. 
Although Tehran has not 
rejected the deal outright, it 
appears to be buying time for 
its nuclear program yet again. 

Iran has smuggled rockets 
with a range of 37 miles to 
Hamas, israel’s head of mili-
tary intelligence says. Security 

tober 7, italy’s constitutional 
court ruled that a law passed 
in 2008 granting the prime 
minister immunity from per-
secution was invalid. Now he 
faces three court cases against 
him—one being a serious al-
legation of corruption. Berlus-
coni is losing popularity due 
to numerous sex scandals. The 
Vatican—the real powerbroker 
in Italy—has also indicated 
that it is not happy with his an-
tics. Without Vatican support, 
Berlusconi will soon be gone. 

sweden and Finland agreed 
November 5 to allow a pipe-
line to be constructed under 
the Baltic Sea from russia to 
Germany. denmark agreed al-
most three weeks earlier. The 
long-awaited project should 
finally get off the ground early 
in 2010. This is an important 
project for Germany—and 
bad news for Eastern Europe. 
Russia has already used gas as 
a weapon against Eastern Eu-
rope. Once the Baltic pipeline 
is complete, Russia will be able 
to stop gas deliveries to indi-

a new government torn into 
their own coalition agreement 
to such a degree before it was 
even signed,” wrote Ger-
many’s Die Tageszeitung. This 
begs the question: How long 
can this coalition last?

The election also brought 
about the promotion of the 
rising star in German politics, 
Baron Karl-Theodor zu Gut-
tenberg, who is Germany’s 
new defense minister. Gut-
tenberg recently surpassed 
Chancellor Merkel as the most 
popular politician in Ger-
many. Hailing from the en-
trenched Bavarian-Frankish, 
Catholic aristocracy, Gut-
tenberg was a bright young 
leader during the long reign of 
Edmund Stoiber as Bavaria’s 
prime minister. Already Gut-
tenberg—an ex-soldier—is 
popular with the military. He 
is the first German politician 
to have referred to the Afghan-
istan campaign as a war. 

Italian Prime Minister 
Silvio Berlusconi may be fac-
ing serious trouble. On Oc-

EUROPE
Europe has ratified the 

Lisbon Treaty. On October 
2, the Irish public voted for the 
second time in a referendum 
on the treaty. Under pressure 
from the European Union, 
67 percent voted for, and 33 
percent against. On October 
10, Polish President Lech 
Kaczynski signed the treaty. 
Czech President Vaclav Klaus 
held out against Lisbon’s rati-
fication for a while, but finally 
gave in; having secured an 
opt-out for the Czech republic 
from the EU human rights 
charter, Klaus went ahead and 
signed the treaty into law. On 
November 3, ratification was 
complete. The Lisbon Treaty 
will help the EU make much 
faster decisions, and make it 
more difficult for individual 
nations to hold up its progress. 
With the treaty signed, watch 
for Europe’s growth in power 
to accelerate. 

Now all eyes are turning to 
the two powerful positions the 
treaty creates: the EU presi-
dent and EU foreign minister. 
The job description for the EU 
president is largely unwritten, 
meaning that the job will be 
shaped by the personality ap-
pointed to perform it. Filled 
by the right individuals, these 
positions could greatly in-
crease the EU’s global clout.

Angela Merkel was sworn 
in for a second term as ger-
many’s chancellor on October 
28. Her Christian Democratic 
Party (cdu) won the national 
elections in Germany on Sep-
tember 27 amid exceptionally 
low turnout. Her coalition 
partners are the cdu’s Bavar-
ian sister party, the Christian 
Social Union, and the Free 
Democrats. Even before 
Merkel was sworn in, how-
ever, serious disagreements 
had arisen. “Never before has 
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tice was instituted after China 
had surreptitiously obtained 
American technology that im-
proved its long-range missiles.

On October 10, the presi-
dent delivered a keynote speech 
to homosexuals. Tens of thou-
sands of activists traveled to 
the capital for a pro-homosexu-
al march the day before Obama 
headlined a fundraising dinner 
for the movement’s largest 
activist group, the so-called 
Human Rights Campaign. 
Many homosexuals at the 
march were upset Obama has 
not done more to promote their 
special interest. Homosexuals 
at the march demanded that 
the president do more for them, 
including repeal the Defense 
of Marriage Act, allow them 
to serve openly in the mili-
tary, and legalize homosexual 
unions.

While America nominally 
came out of recession in late 
2009, the UK could not even 
claim that token victory. 
London, which has printed 
and spent huge sums to keep 
its indebted economy afloat, 
announced in November it 
would spend almost 40 bil-
lion (us$67 billion) in a second 
bailout of two of the nation’s 
biggest banks and that it 
would increase its bond-
purchase plan by 50 billion 
(us$84 billion). In spite of des-
perate measures and the Bank 
of England printing up 175 
billion (us$292 billion), Brit-
ain continues to experience its 
longest recession on record.

suspect, with thousands of 
people filing for credit for 
homes they had not yet pur-
chased, thousands more fil-
ing even though they owned 
homes, and hundreds of ap-
plicants under age 18—and as 
young as 4. Fraudulent claims 
may have been made for half a 
billion dollars of the credit.

In late September, President 
Barack Obama effectively sur-
rendered America’s economic 
sovereignty at the G-20 sum-
mit in Pittsburgh, according 
to columnist Dick Morris. 
Participating nations agreed to 
subject their economic policies 
and programs to the Interna-
tional Monetary Fund, where 
the U.S. has only one vote—as 
opposed to Europe’s five.

The Obama administration 
and its political party also 
came under fire for report-
edly using access to the White 
House and top officials as 
rewards for campaign donors 
and fundraisers. However, the 
practice is nothing new. “Ev-
ery time, they say it’s going to 
be different,” a top aide in one 
of the former administrations 
said. “It’s never different.”

The Washington Times 
reported in mid-October that 
the Obama White House had 
relaxed control over missile 
and space technology sales to 
China, canning the 1999 De-
fense Authorization Act. The 
act had required the president 
to oversee and sign off on 
certain technology exports to 
China. The now-defunct prac-

trend exploded in a bloody 
massacre on November 5, 
when maj. Nidal malik hasan 
murdered 14 (including an 
unborn child) and wounded 
more than 30 more in seven 
minutes at Fort hood, texas, 
the largest U.S. military base 
in the world. The killer was a 
Muslim who had numerous 
Islamist extremist ties.

Thanks to the indebted U.S. 
government spending more 
than a trillion dollars to ward 
off the effects of the financial 
crisis, the U.S. economy tech-
nically came out of recession 
in the third quarter of 2009 
with 3.5 percent growth. How-
ever, home prices dropped 
unexpectedly, the dollar con-
tinued to plunge in value, and 
the official national unemploy-
ment rate hovered at a 26-year 
high—above 10 percent—as 
millions of Americans received 
extended and then re-extended 
unemployment benefits last-
ing up to 73 additional weeks. 
Meanwhile, the U.S. chalked 
up a $176 billion budget deficit 
to start its 2010 fiscal year in 
October and the Associated 
Press reported on October 20 
that one in six Americans lives 
below the poverty line. 

But perhaps the most im-
portant economic indicator—
honesty—dove in October as 
it was revealed that Ameri-
cans were defrauding the 
programs meant to stabilize 
the economy. About 100,000 
applications to the first-time 
homebuyers tax credit were 

Robert Mugabe wielding 
the only real power in the 
country. 

ANGLO 
AMERICA
A rising trend of do-

mestic terrorism is 
evident in the united states. 
In September, Michael Fin-
ton of small-town Illinois, a 
red-haired convert to Islam 
and fan of American Taliban 
fighter John Walker Lindh, 
attempted to blow up a federal 
building in Springfield. On 
October 21 a defiant Tarek 
Mehanna, of upscale Sudbury, 
Massachusetts, appeared in 
federal court, charged with 
plotting a “holy war” of mur-
dering shoppers in American 
malls, assassinating two 
prominent politicians, and 
killing troops in Iraq. A week 
later, in Dearborn, Michigan, 
federal agents shot and killed 
radical Ummah Islamist 
leader Luqman Abdullah at a 
warehouse as he and his fol-
lowers were resisting arrest for 
illegal possession and sale of 
firearms and stolen goods.

In early November, Na-
jibullah Zazi of New york was 
arrested and indicted in an al 
Qaeda bombing plot; Betim 
Kaziu of Brooklyn was ar-
rested and accused of plotting 
with al Qaeda to kill Ameri-
can soldiers in Afghanistan; 
and Hosam Maher Hussein 
Smadi of Dallas attempted to 
car-bomb an office building. 
Earlier in the year, a former 
Boy Scout and army veteran 
confessed that he had fed in-
formation about Long Island’s 
railroads and subways to al 
Qaeda; three illegal immi-
grants from Macedonia were 
convicted of conspiring to 
murder soldiers in Fort Dix, 
New Jersey, back in 2007; and 
three Americans were indict-
ed of plotting to explode two 
synagogues in the Bronx.

This domestic terrorism 

soldiers mourn in the after-
math of the Fort hood attack.

WorldWAtChWorldWAtCh
Colombia agreed on Octo-

ber 30 to give the U.S. military 
access to bases, the ability to 
use major international civil-
ian airports, and diplomatic 
immunity for its personnel 
and defense contractors for 
the next 10 years. A leading 
opposition senator in Colom-
bia said the deal amounted 
to U.S. occupation of his 
country. Fidel Castro said it 
was Washington’s annexa-
tion of Colombia. Venezuelan 
President Hugo Chávez, 
who was already upset with 
Bogotá over a decreased sup-
ply of natural gas, broke off 
diplomatic relations, saying 
Colombia could be used as 
a platform for U.S. attacks 
against Venezuela; he then put 
15,000 troops on the border. 
Chile and Brazil also expressed 
concern.

The U.S.-brokered deal 
for exiled Honduran Presi-
dent Manuel Zelaya to return 
home did not materialize. It 
required that the Congress 
and Supreme Court approve 
President Zelaya’s reinstate-
ment, which both had already 
rejected once.

ethiopia requested emer-
gency food aid for 6.2 million 
people on October 22 due to 
a prolonged drought. This 
comes 25 years after a famine 
aggravated by Communist 
policies killed 1 million people. 
Eighty percent of Ethiopia’s 
population lives off the land, 
and agriculture makes up 
most of the country’s exports.

After a three-week boycott, 
on November 5, the Move-
ment for Democratic Change 
renewed its participation 
in the unity government in 

Zimbabwe—or, 
as Prime min-
ister morgan 
tsvangirai put it, 
“suspended our 
disengagement.” 
The unity gov-
ernment remains 
as unstable as 
ever, however, 
with President 

and Russia are looking to 
secure their shared border so 
they can pursue their imperi-
alistic aims elsewhere.

Capitalism and democracy 
are losing favor in the former 
Soviet states of Eastern and 
Central Europe, according to 
a poll published on November 
2. Most respondents reported 
a stronger feeling of economic 
comfort under communism. 
The poll shows that the Krem-
lin’s efforts to pry Kiev away 
from the West and toward 
Russia are paying off: Ukrai-

nians in the survey gave 
capitalism the lowest 
approval rating of any 
country, with only 36 
percent saying they 
approved.

China sent the clear-
est signal yet that it 
might scale back lend-
ing to the U.S. when 
on November 11 the 
Chinese Central Bank 
indicated it would con-
sider allowing the dollar 
to fall against the yuan. 
The change in policy—
at a time when America 
is running the largest 
deficits in world his-

tory—could have major rami-
fications for the U.S., sending 
interest rates soaring and the 
dollar plummeting.

LATIN 
AMERICA/

AFRICA
Continuing its incur-

sion into Latin America, 
in October Russia signed a $22 
million agreement 
with ecuador, cover-
ing energy, trade and 
military equipment. 
This followed Ecua-
dor’s $1 billion cash-
for-oil deal with Chi-
na. Russia’s march 
into Latin America 
continues as the U.S. 
loses its foothold. 

send 70 billion cubic meters of 
natural gas from west Siberia 
to China. This amount would 
vault China to being Russia’s 
single biggest natural gas cus-
tomer. Underscoring the un-
precedented strategic mutual 
trust, Moscow and Beijing also 
signed a pact to notify each 
other of any ballistic missile or 
carrier rocket launches. 

During a summit of 16 
Asian nations in thailand Oc-
tober 24 to 25, a solid base was 
created for a future trade bloc 
among Asian nations. The As-

sociation of Southeast Asian 
Nations (asean) declared that 
it agrees in principle to creat-
ing a free economic zone on 
the continent. The free-trade 
area would be called the East 
Asia Free Trade Area and 
include asean and its neigh-
bors. The goal set by asean is 
economic integration by 2015. 
Asia sees Europe uniting and 
is responding in like manner 
to counter Europe’s rise. 

An EU-sponsored report 
on the georgia war was pre-
sented to senior EU diplomats 
and the Russian and Georgian 
ambassadors to the Union 
on September 30. The study 
concluded that Georgia, not 
Russia, started the 2008 war. 
The report supplies further 
evidence that a deal was likely 
struck between Germany and 
Russia over Georgia and East-
ern Europe. Both Germany 

to endorse the recommenda-
tions of the Goldstone Report, 
the biased anti-Israel report 
on the Gaza war mandated by 
the unhrc. The report con-
cluded that Israel’s 2008-2009 
military operation against 
Hamas was actually aimed at 
Gaza residents as a whole and 
was an illegitimate exercise of 
“collective punishment.” The 
Wall Street Journal noted that 
“by attempting to criminalize 
Israel’s strategy of crippling 
Hamas, the report in effect 
declared the entire antiter-

rorism campaign to be a war 
crime” (Oct. 19, 2009).

ASIA
Following Russian Prime 

Minister Vladimir Putin’s 
three-day visit to Beijing in 
mid-October, the future of 
Russia-China relations looks 
bright. The trip included the 
14th regular Chinese-russian 
prime ministers’ meeting 
between Putin and Chinese 
Premier Wen Jiabao, which 
saw the signing of 12 agree-
ments on such issues as 
natural oil, aerospace, nuclear 
energy and customs clearance. 
“China-Russia relations have 
reached a historic high and 
are marching towards a higher 
level,” Wen said. The leaders 
also forged a framework for 
a mammoth energy deal to 
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tice was instituted after China 
had surreptitiously obtained 
American technology that im-
proved its long-range missiles.

On October 10, the presi-
dent delivered a keynote speech 
to homosexuals. Tens of thou-
sands of activists traveled to 
the capital for a pro-homosexu-
al march the day before Obama 
headlined a fundraising dinner 
for the movement’s largest 
activist group, the so-called 
Human Rights Campaign. 
Many homosexuals at the 
march were upset Obama has 
not done more to promote their 
special interest. Homosexuals 
at the march demanded that 
the president do more for them, 
including repeal the Defense 
of Marriage Act, allow them 
to serve openly in the mili-
tary, and legalize homosexual 
unions.

While America nominally 
came out of recession in late 
2009, the UK could not even 
claim that token victory. 
London, which has printed 
and spent huge sums to keep 
its indebted economy afloat, 
announced in November it 
would spend almost 40 bil-
lion (us$67 billion) in a second 
bailout of two of the nation’s 
biggest banks and that it 
would increase its bond-
purchase plan by 50 billion 
(us$84 billion). In spite of des-
perate measures and the Bank 
of England printing up 175 
billion (us$292 billion), Brit-
ain continues to experience its 
longest recession on record.

suspect, with thousands of 
people filing for credit for 
homes they had not yet pur-
chased, thousands more fil-
ing even though they owned 
homes, and hundreds of ap-
plicants under age 18—and as 
young as 4. Fraudulent claims 
may have been made for half a 
billion dollars of the credit.

In late September, President 
Barack Obama effectively sur-
rendered America’s economic 
sovereignty at the G-20 sum-
mit in Pittsburgh, according 
to columnist Dick Morris. 
Participating nations agreed to 
subject their economic policies 
and programs to the Interna-
tional Monetary Fund, where 
the U.S. has only one vote—as 
opposed to Europe’s five.

The Obama administration 
and its political party also 
came under fire for report-
edly using access to the White 
House and top officials as 
rewards for campaign donors 
and fundraisers. However, the 
practice is nothing new. “Ev-
ery time, they say it’s going to 
be different,” a top aide in one 
of the former administrations 
said. “It’s never different.”

The Washington Times 
reported in mid-October that 
the Obama White House had 
relaxed control over missile 
and space technology sales to 
China, canning the 1999 De-
fense Authorization Act. The 
act had required the president 
to oversee and sign off on 
certain technology exports to 
China. The now-defunct prac-

trend exploded in a bloody 
massacre on November 5, 
when maj. Nidal malik hasan 
murdered 14 (including an 
unborn child) and wounded 
more than 30 more in seven 
minutes at Fort hood, texas, 
the largest U.S. military base 
in the world. The killer was a 
Muslim who had numerous 
Islamist extremist ties.

Thanks to the indebted U.S. 
government spending more 
than a trillion dollars to ward 
off the effects of the financial 
crisis, the U.S. economy tech-
nically came out of recession 
in the third quarter of 2009 
with 3.5 percent growth. How-
ever, home prices dropped 
unexpectedly, the dollar con-
tinued to plunge in value, and 
the official national unemploy-
ment rate hovered at a 26-year 
high—above 10 percent—as 
millions of Americans received 
extended and then re-extended 
unemployment benefits last-
ing up to 73 additional weeks. 
Meanwhile, the U.S. chalked 
up a $176 billion budget deficit 
to start its 2010 fiscal year in 
October and the Associated 
Press reported on October 20 
that one in six Americans lives 
below the poverty line. 

But perhaps the most im-
portant economic indicator—
honesty—dove in October as 
it was revealed that Ameri-
cans were defrauding the 
programs meant to stabilize 
the economy. About 100,000 
applications to the first-time 
homebuyers tax credit were 

Robert Mugabe wielding 
the only real power in the 
country. 
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A rising trend of do-

mestic terrorism is 
evident in the united states. 
In September, Michael Fin-
ton of small-town Illinois, a 
red-haired convert to Islam 
and fan of American Taliban 
fighter John Walker Lindh, 
attempted to blow up a federal 
building in Springfield. On 
October 21 a defiant Tarek 
Mehanna, of upscale Sudbury, 
Massachusetts, appeared in 
federal court, charged with 
plotting a “holy war” of mur-
dering shoppers in American 
malls, assassinating two 
prominent politicians, and 
killing troops in Iraq. A week 
later, in Dearborn, Michigan, 
federal agents shot and killed 
radical Ummah Islamist 
leader Luqman Abdullah at a 
warehouse as he and his fol-
lowers were resisting arrest for 
illegal possession and sale of 
firearms and stolen goods.

In early November, Na-
jibullah Zazi of New york was 
arrested and indicted in an al 
Qaeda bombing plot; Betim 
Kaziu of Brooklyn was ar-
rested and accused of plotting 
with al Qaeda to kill Ameri-
can soldiers in Afghanistan; 
and Hosam Maher Hussein 
Smadi of Dallas attempted to 
car-bomb an office building. 
Earlier in the year, a former 
Boy Scout and army veteran 
confessed that he had fed in-
formation about Long Island’s 
railroads and subways to al 
Qaeda; three illegal immi-
grants from Macedonia were 
convicted of conspiring to 
murder soldiers in Fort Dix, 
New Jersey, back in 2007; and 
three Americans were indict-
ed of plotting to explode two 
synagogues in the Bronx.

This domestic terrorism 

soldiers mourn in the after-
math of the Fort hood attack.
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Colombia agreed on Octo-

ber 30 to give the U.S. military 
access to bases, the ability to 
use major international civil-
ian airports, and diplomatic 
immunity for its personnel 
and defense contractors for 
the next 10 years. A leading 
opposition senator in Colom-
bia said the deal amounted 
to U.S. occupation of his 
country. Fidel Castro said it 
was Washington’s annexa-
tion of Colombia. Venezuelan 
President Hugo Chávez, 
who was already upset with 
Bogotá over a decreased sup-
ply of natural gas, broke off 
diplomatic relations, saying 
Colombia could be used as 
a platform for U.S. attacks 
against Venezuela; he then put 
15,000 troops on the border. 
Chile and Brazil also expressed 
concern.

The U.S.-brokered deal 
for exiled Honduran Presi-
dent Manuel Zelaya to return 
home did not materialize. It 
required that the Congress 
and Supreme Court approve 
President Zelaya’s reinstate-
ment, which both had already 
rejected once.

ethiopia requested emer-
gency food aid for 6.2 million 
people on October 22 due to 
a prolonged drought. This 
comes 25 years after a famine 
aggravated by Communist 
policies killed 1 million people. 
Eighty percent of Ethiopia’s 
population lives off the land, 
and agriculture makes up 
most of the country’s exports.

After a three-week boycott, 
on November 5, the Move-
ment for Democratic Change 
renewed its participation 
in the unity government in 

Zimbabwe—or, 
as Prime min-
ister morgan 
tsvangirai put it, 
“suspended our 
disengagement.” 
The unity gov-
ernment remains 
as unstable as 
ever, however, 
with President 

and Russia are looking to 
secure their shared border so 
they can pursue their imperi-
alistic aims elsewhere.

Capitalism and democracy 
are losing favor in the former 
Soviet states of Eastern and 
Central Europe, according to 
a poll published on November 
2. Most respondents reported 
a stronger feeling of economic 
comfort under communism. 
The poll shows that the Krem-
lin’s efforts to pry Kiev away 
from the West and toward 
Russia are paying off: Ukrai-

nians in the survey gave 
capitalism the lowest 
approval rating of any 
country, with only 36 
percent saying they 
approved.

China sent the clear-
est signal yet that it 
might scale back lend-
ing to the U.S. when 
on November 11 the 
Chinese Central Bank 
indicated it would con-
sider allowing the dollar 
to fall against the yuan. 
The change in policy—
at a time when America 
is running the largest 
deficits in world his-

tory—could have major rami-
fications for the U.S., sending 
interest rates soaring and the 
dollar plummeting.

LATIN 
AMERICA/

AFRICA
Continuing its incur-

sion into Latin America, 
in October Russia signed a $22 
million agreement 
with ecuador, cover-
ing energy, trade and 
military equipment. 
This followed Ecua-
dor’s $1 billion cash-
for-oil deal with Chi-
na. Russia’s march 
into Latin America 
continues as the U.S. 
loses its foothold. 

send 70 billion cubic meters of 
natural gas from west Siberia 
to China. This amount would 
vault China to being Russia’s 
single biggest natural gas cus-
tomer. Underscoring the un-
precedented strategic mutual 
trust, Moscow and Beijing also 
signed a pact to notify each 
other of any ballistic missile or 
carrier rocket launches. 

During a summit of 16 
Asian nations in thailand Oc-
tober 24 to 25, a solid base was 
created for a future trade bloc 
among Asian nations. The As-

sociation of Southeast Asian 
Nations (asean) declared that 
it agrees in principle to creat-
ing a free economic zone on 
the continent. The free-trade 
area would be called the East 
Asia Free Trade Area and 
include asean and its neigh-
bors. The goal set by asean is 
economic integration by 2015. 
Asia sees Europe uniting and 
is responding in like manner 
to counter Europe’s rise. 

An EU-sponsored report 
on the georgia war was pre-
sented to senior EU diplomats 
and the Russian and Georgian 
ambassadors to the Union 
on September 30. The study 
concluded that Georgia, not 
Russia, started the 2008 war. 
The report supplies further 
evidence that a deal was likely 
struck between Germany and 
Russia over Georgia and East-
ern Europe. Both Germany 

to endorse the recommenda-
tions of the Goldstone Report, 
the biased anti-Israel report 
on the Gaza war mandated by 
the unhrc. The report con-
cluded that Israel’s 2008-2009 
military operation against 
Hamas was actually aimed at 
Gaza residents as a whole and 
was an illegitimate exercise of 
“collective punishment.” The 
Wall Street Journal noted that 
“by attempting to criminalize 
Israel’s strategy of crippling 
Hamas, the report in effect 
declared the entire antiter-

rorism campaign to be a war 
crime” (Oct. 19, 2009).

ASIA
Following Russian Prime 

Minister Vladimir Putin’s 
three-day visit to Beijing in 
mid-October, the future of 
Russia-China relations looks 
bright. The trip included the 
14th regular Chinese-russian 
prime ministers’ meeting 
between Putin and Chinese 
Premier Wen Jiabao, which 
saw the signing of 12 agree-
ments on such issues as 
natural oil, aerospace, nuclear 
energy and customs clearance. 
“China-Russia relations have 
reached a historic high and 
are marching towards a higher 
level,” Wen said. The leaders 
also forged a framework for 
a mammoth energy deal to 
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Are You Ready 
for the end 

of the World?
Anticipating the end of life as we know it By Joel hilliker

In the last 100 years, life in the 
First World has gotten a whole lot 
easier. We’ve built an impressive in-
frastructure to mass produce and 

distribute food, water, electricity and any-
thing else we can dream up.

In the process, we have become ex-
traordinarily dependent on “the grid.” 
Every aspect of modern life hinges on the 
smooth-flowing, uninterrupted operation 
of a number of intricate and interrelated 
systems.

This labyrinthine complexity makes 
our high-tech civilization extremely vul-
nerable to disruption.

What would you eat if the grocery 
stores and restaurants were empty? To-
day, less than 2 percent of the First World 
population is feeding the other 98 percent. 
Most of us get our food from hundreds or 
thousands of miles away, and have about 
a week’s worth of groceries in the pantry.

What would you do if your town lost 
power? In most places, drinking water 
would soon dry up; plumbing would stop. 
Sanitation would quickly deteriorate, par-
ticularly within cities. Communications 
would fail; phone systems would shut 
down within a week.

Considering the number and variety 
of possible events that could create such 
conditions, it would be irrational to ig-
nore their likelihood. And the probability 
of several of them happening is high and 
growing. A disease pandemic. An energy 
embargo. Terrorist strikes or an attack 
by another country. The unleashing of 
nuclear, biological or chemical weapons. 
Weather disasters, earthquakes or other 
natural phenomena destroying infrastruc-
ture or wiping out food production. Deep-
ening economic depression. A collapse 
in the value of money, through deflation, 

hyperinflation, or monetary manipulation. 
Most of us simply don’t seriously con-

sider such scenarios. We enjoy them for 
summer popcorn movie fare—then con-
tinue to depend on the grid as if it will keep 
clicking in well-oiled perfection forever. 
But is that realistic? Not even a little bit.

Brace yourself for teotWAWki
A growing number of people are con-
cerned. A swelling minority are proactive-
ly bracing for the worst. They recognize 
the signs, and believe their best defense is 
physical preparedness.

Popular survivalist expert James 
Wesley Rawles, a former U.S. Army In-
telligence officer, advocates creating a 
survival retreat at least 300 miles from 
the nearest city. In his books and on his 
website, he gives detailed information on 
increasing your self-sufficiency in matters 
such as water retrieval and purification, 
food production and storage, security and 
self-defense and so on—in anticipation of 
what he calls teotwawki: the end of the 
world as we know it.

To give a colorful single example, in 
assembling “first-aid/minor surgery” 
supplies for your retreat, Rawles advises, 
“[C]onsider your neighborhood going for 
many months without power, extensive 
use of open f lames, and sentries stand-
ing picket shifts exposed to the elements. 
Then consider axes, chain saws, and 
tractors being wielded by newbies, and 
a greater likelihood of gunshot wounds. 
With all of this, add the possibility of no 
access to doctors or high-tech medical di-
agnostic equipment” (How to Survive the 
End of the World As We Know It).

Survivalist thinking is often associated 
with paramilitary activities, racism and 
religious extremism. But as global stability 

deteriorates and threats to civilization in-
crease, it is becoming more mainstream. 
For his part, Rawles is avowedly anti-
racist, and apparently moderate in his re-
ligion. He emphasizes preparing in a way 
that enables a person to fulfill the “moral 
imperative” of charity, giving to the needy 
in times of crisis.

There is something to be admired in 
the clear-eyed pragmatism of those tak-
ing steps to face calamity. Unlike the 
far more common head-in-the-sand ap-
proach, it acknowledges the seriousness of 
the times, and recognizes the need to do 
something—to work while it is day, since 
the night is coming.

“take heed to yourselves”
Watching global conditions, the Bible’s 
detailed descriptions of “great tribulation” 
to befall the world just before the Second 
Coming of Jesus Christ are unmistak-
ably increasing in relevance and urgency. 
In fact, the disasters for which some few 
are bracing themselves aren’t just likely 
scenarios based on current trends—they 
are specifically prophesied in Scripture to 
claim the lives of an enormous number of 
people in the developed world and beyond.

We need to condition our minds for ca-
tastrophes, because they are coming.

It is because of the human tendency 
to ignore such realities that Jesus Christ 
warned, “[T]ake heed to yourselves, lest at 
any time your hearts be overcharged with 
surfeiting, and drunkenness, and cares 
of this life, and so that day”—that is, the 
period of destruction just ahead of us—
“come upon you unawares. For as a snare 
shall it come on all them that dwell on the 
face of the whole earth” (Luke 21:34-35).

Heeding this warning will ensure that 
day won’t come on us unawares. Christ 
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teach them faith—that man doesn’t live 
by bread alone, but by every word of God 
(Deuteronomy 8:3).

Jesus supported this principle. He 
taught that we should pray each day for 
“our daily bread,” and warned against 
faithless anxiety and fretting over tomor-
row’s problems (Matthew 6:11, 25, 31-34). 
He was not an advocate of hoarding food. 
“For whosoever will save his life [or seek 
to maintain his physical life at all costs] 
shall lose it: but whosoever will lose his 
life for my sake, the same shall save it,” He 
said (Luke 9:24).

God actually wants us to recognize and 
overcome our tendency to trust ourselves. 
He is measuring the coming destruction of 
America and other nations because of our 
sin, our faithlessness, our self-reliance, our 
ignorance of Him and our belittling of His 
power. And if you understand the Bible’s 
prophecies about the severity of that de-
struction, you realize that no private bun-
ker will be safe for long. No one is going to 
escape the coming tribulation—descending 
on America and other nations because of 
God’s wrath—through survivalist moxie.

Those who plan to weather the com-
ing storms through their own foresight 
and ingenuity are underestimating the 

savageness of the time ahead. More im-
portantly, they are misplacing their faith.

In a 1966 article, “Don’t Store Up 
Large Quantities of Food,” Herbert W. 
Armstrong wrote, “Do not spend extra 
money on foodstuffs above your normal 
supplies and perhaps some few ‘staples’ 
which could carry you through a tem-
porary food shortage on a vastly cur-
tailed and reduced diet, in a severe 
and temporary emergency, for only 
a few WEEKS! … If you ever store more 
food than the normal laying up in sum-
mer for winter—you’re hoarding, and 
God Almighty may well withdraw His 
protection from you!”

Above all, God seeks repentance. And 
to those who turn to Him with supple 
hearts, He offers individual protection—
escape—from the worst of the coming 
storms (e.g. Luke 21:36). That is the only 
sure place to invest our faith. n

Are you ready for the end of 
the world? you need to start 
preparing by repenting before 
god. request a free copy of 
our booklet Repentance 
Toward God to help you in 
this life-saving process.

IsTockphoTo

definitely advocated preparedness.
Does that mean we should stock up a 

survivalist bunker in the wilds, in hopes of 
riding out an “end of the world” scenario?

Is that why Jesus gave us this prophecy? 
Is that why He warned in advance of the 
terrifying and tumultuous events that are 
beginning to unfold in this modern age? 
So we could invest our time, treasure, en-
ergy and hearts into stockpiling food and 
ammunition within physical fortresses?

how to Prepare
“Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon 
earth, where moth and rust doth cor-
rupt, and where thieves break through 
and steal,” Christ instructed. “But lay up 
for yourselves treasures in heaven, where 
neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, and 
where thieves do not break through nor 
steal: For where your treasure is, there will 
your heart be also” (Matthew 6:19-21). 

In this and several other passages, the 
preparedness Christ urged was spiritual.

God’s challenge with each one of us 
is to teach us to put our trust and confi-
dence in Him rather than in ourselves or 
any other human being (e.g. Psalm 118:8; 
Jeremiah 17:5-7). He supernaturally fed the 
Israelites for 40 years in the wilderness to 

Christ definitely advocated 
preparedness. Does that mean we 

should stock up a survivalist bunker 
in the wilds, in hopes of riding out 

an “end of the world” scenario?
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Britain’s Independent called it 
the “most profound financial 
change in recent Middle East his-
tory.” Arab states, in collusion 

with Russia, China, Japan and France, 
had secretly agreed to a plan that would 
eventually abandon the U.S. dollar as the 
currency used in oil trading.

While Arab nations were quick to 
dismiss the Oct. 6, 2009, report, it had a 
ring of truth to it considering the many 
international voices now calling for the 
dollar to be replaced as world currency. 
In September, for example, the head of the 
World Bank warned that the dollar might 
soon relinquish its position as the world’s 
favored reserve currency. The euro, he 
said, offers a “respectable alternative if the 
dollar is weak.”

Between March and October of 2009, 
the value of the U.S. dollar depreciated by 
14 percent. The price of gold is at a record 
high. Oil is now over $80 per barrel.

But rather than panic, those controlling 
the purse strings in Washington continue 
spending “money” like they just won the 
lottery. The Obama administration is now 
hard at work trying to pass health-care re-
form that would cost over $1 trillion. This 
year’s federal budget deficit, an incompre-
hensible $1.42 trillion, is nearly as large 
as Canada’s entire economy—and three 
times bigger than any previous U.S. deficit.

Incredibly, President Obama has 
pledged to reduce deficit spending only 
after the recession ends. The worse it gets, 

the more we spend!
The impact of such fiscal insanity, 

which has been the status quo for decades, 
is now beginning to hit home. And as 
Charles Krauthammer wrote in October, 
it “could ultimately lead to a catastroph-
ic collapse and/or hyperinf lation” 
(Weekly Standard, Oct. 19, 2009; emphasis 
mine throughout).

The Trumpet has been forecasting this 
for decades. Dollar devaluation, the col-
lapse in America’s banking system, the 
housing bubble burst, astronomical debt 
and out-of-control spending—these are 
all signs that the U.S. economy is now well 
past the point of no return.

losing iraq—helping iran
In the war against radical Islam, the once-
feared United States has humbly accepted 
surrender and defeat on nearly every 
battlefront. Upon becoming president, 
Barack Obama immediately announced, 
presumably with a straight face, that the 
“global war on terror” would be renamed 
an “overseas contingency operation.” Dur-
ing his much-ballyhooed Cairo speech in 
June 2009, he never even mentioned the 
word terrorism.

In Iraq, the U.S. footprint has been 
steadily shrinking. In his October meeting 
with Iraqi Prime Minister Nouri al-Mali-
ki, President Obama reiterated his vow to 
remove all American combat troops from 
the region by August. Iraq, Charles Krau-
thammer wrote, is a prize “of great stra-

tegic significance that the administration 
seems to have no intention of exploiting 
in its determination to execute a full and 
final exit” (ibid.).

And when America surrenders Iraq, 
Iran will waste little time devouring the 
spoils of war.

January 16 marks Iraq’s first national 
election since 2005. Iran signaled its plan 
to dominate that election back in August. 
Its leaders, including Ayatollah Khame-
nei, convinced its main political allies in 
Iraq to form a single coalition, known as 
“the party of Iran.” The electoral success 
of this bloc, the Iraqi National Alliance 
(ina), would broaden Tehran’s influence 
in Iraq just as the U.S. begins to pull out. 
The ina is headed by former Prime Min-
ister Ibrahim Jaafari, who appears to be 
Iran’s candidate for prime minister. Jaaf-
ari’s political stance is clear from a state-
ment he made in October while visiting 
Khamenei and Mahmoud Ahmadinejad 
in Tehran: “The American era is ending. 
We must prepare for a new era in which 
Islamic forces set the agenda.”

Iraqis can see the writing on the 
wall. As Ahmadinejad says, America is a 
“sunset” (ofuli) power—Iran is a sunrise 
(tolu’ee) one. Iraqi politicians who have 
campaigned on building the alliance with 
Washington look like fools. Even Nouri 
al-Maliki, Iraq’s present prime minister, is 
distancing himself from the U.S., largely 
for political reasons. “If Obama wants to 
run away, no Iraqi can afford to appear 

Can 
America 
reverse 
its decline?
yes, declineis a choice. But it is also 
something more. By stePheN Flurry
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more pro-American than the U.S. presi-
dent,” said a political adviser to Maliki. 
Sadly, that’s not very pro-American. 

Last August, the Washington Post’s Da-
vid Ignatius quoted an Iraqi intelligence 
source saying what his country would look 
like, without American help, in five years. 
His words: “Iraq will be a colony of Iran.”

As for Iran’s quest for nuclear weapons 
and its repeated threats to destroy Israel, 
here again, appeasement is Washington’s 
policy of choice. Judging by his words and 
deeds since the inauguration, President 
Obama is far more concerned about dis-
mantling America’s nuclear arsenal than 
he is with preventing a madman from ac-
quiring one.

Pull Back, Blame others
Afghanistan, until this past August, had 
been the left wing’s baby—the real battle-
front in the “overseas contingency opera-
tion.” But over the last few months, the 
Obama administration has backpedaled 
away from what used to be the “war of 
necessity.”

After receiving much criticism for 
its indecisiveness regarding Gen. Stan-
ley McChrystal’s request for additional 
troops, the Obama administration lashed 
out at its predecessor in the White House. 
In October, the president’s chief of staff 
said the new administration is asking 
tough questions about Afghanistan “that 
have never been asked on the civilian side, 
the political side, the military side and the 
strategic side.”

In an October speech at the Center for 
Security Policy, former Vice President 
Dick Cheney offered this stinging retort: 
“In the fall of 2008, fully aware of the 
need to meet new challenges being posed 
by the Taliban, we dug into every aspect 
of Afghanistan policy, assembling a team 
that repeatedly went into the country, re-
viewing options and recommendations, 
and briefing President-elect Obama’s 
team. They asked us not to announce 
our findings publicly, and we agreed, giv-
ing them the benefit of our work and the 
benefit of the doubt. The new strategy 
they embraced in March, with a focus 
on counterinsurgency and an increase in 
the numbers of troops, bears a striking 
resemblance to the strategy we passed to 
them. They made a decision—a good one, 
I think—and sent a commander into the 
field to implement it.

“Now they seem to be pulling back and 
blaming others for their failure to imple-
ment the strategy they embraced.”

Pull back and blame others. These are 

choices that have “set us on a course for 
decline,” Charles Krauthammer argued in 
his essay. 

But since decline is a choice, he wrote, 
“We can reverse the slide.”

On that point, he misses the mark. 

Why America Won’t reverse the slide
Krauthammer believes that Washing-
ton’s radical swing left has set the United 
States “on course for decline.” The reality 
is that, while this radical administration is 
helping to accelerate America’s demise as 
a world power, the United States has been 
on this course for some time now—long 
before President Obama moved into the 
White House. 

Why is that? Because God is against 
America. “Behold, I, even I, am against 
thee,” God wrote through His prophet 
Ezekiel, “and will execute 
judgments in the midst of 
thee in the sight of the na-
tions” (Ezekiel 5:8).

Many cannot conceive 
of a God who actually sends curses. But 
look at what He says. Deuteronomy 28 
and Leviticus 26 outline the blessings that 
the modern-day nations descending from 
ancient Israel would receive, and the curs-
es that God would send if they rebelled 
against Him (request a free copy of The 
United States and Britain in Prophecy to 
understand these prophecies).

“[A]ll these curses shall come upon 
thee, and overtake thee,” God says in 
Deuteronomy 28:15, going on to outline 
all manner of economic, weather, military 
and social curses. “I also will do this unto 
you,” God says in Leviticus 26:16-19, “I will 
even appoint over you terror …. And I will 
set my face against you, and ye shall be 
slain before your enemies: they that hate 
you shall reign over you; and ye shall flee 
when none pursueth you. … And I will 
break the pride of your power ….”

That the most aff luent and militari-
ly-strong nation on Earth today can be 
on the back foot in so many arenas, and 
declining so rapidly, is evidence of these 
curses from God.

the World’s Next superpower
America’s current leaders are vigorously 
pursuing a dream of a much weaker, less 
dominant America that plays on a level 
field with every other nation. This aban-
donment of international primacy abroad 
perfectly complements the massive ex-
pansion of Euro-style domestic programs 
at home. “At a time when hundreds of 
billions of dollars are being lavished on 

stimulus and other appropriations in 
an endless array of domestic programs, 
the defense budget is practically frozen,” 
Krauthammer wrote.

The Europeans, on the other hand, 
“made the choice long ago to devote their 
resources to a vast welfare state.” They’ve 
been able to afford their social democra-
cies, Krauthammer explains, so long as 
America has been able to police the world.

But who will stand guard for America 
if we abandon our military might in favor 
of massive domestic expenditures, Kraut-
hammer wonders.

Of equal concern: What will Europe—
the world’s largest economy—do once it 
realizes that America no longer has its 
back? The void left by Washington’s aban-
donment of its role internationally will 
surely be filled somehow. 

Prophecy tells! Europe will—for a 
brief, chaotic moment in history—come 
together to replace America as the world’s 
greatest superpower!

Already the new EU constitution creates 
the obligation for the Union to host a com-
bined military force. Those who scoff at the 
thought of Europe’s disparate group of so-
cial democracies ever becoming the world’s 
next superpower fail to realize that this is 
exactly how God said it would happen. 
Daniel 2 describes this final resurrection of 
the ancient Roman Empire as being an un-
stable mixture of iron and clay. And we are 
now in the early stages of economic emer-
gency that will bring these many nations 
together as the world’s next superpower. 
The Bible says they will receive their power 
for “one hour with the beast”—a period 
that only lasts for about two years. Though 
short-lived, this awakening beast will dis-
play all of the iron-like strength and force 
of its Roman predecessors.

The Bible shows how God will actu-
ally use this European power to correct 
America! It will usher in a violent—but 
thankfully brief—tribulation that repre-
sents the dismal culmination of America’s 
current slide. Our free book The United 
States and Britain in Prophecy provides a 
thorough scriptural explanation of these 
soon-coming events.

yes, America’s decline is a choice—
but it is also a curse. And these curses 
are prophesied to intensify, all for one 
end: to bring about the repentance of 
our peoples. n

the united states has been on this course 
for some time now—long before President 

obama moved into the White house. 
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We Are Not 
Animals
An error in science is 
leading to some uncivilized 
conclusions. By BrAd mACdoNAld

wild and captive animals have been ob-
served engaging in homosexual activity,” 
noted Scientific American in June 2008. 
“Researchers have seen such same-sex go-
ings-on in both male and female, old and 
young, and social and solitary creatures 
and on branches of the evolutionary tree 
ranging from insects to mammals.”

Science, according to Morford and his 
ilk, has solved the contentious question of 
homosexual behavior in humans: Homo-
sexuality is a scientifically proven, there-
fore irrevocable, fact of life. To oppose it is 
to oppose nature itself.

The truth, however, is not that simple. 
This argument—which is patent liberal-
ism masquerading as objective science—is 
riddled with flaws.

Animal or human?
Morford’s reasoning is premised on one of 
the most pernicious errors ever peddled by 
science. Canonized into scientific lore long 
ago, then pumped relentlessly by modern 
education into believing minds, this lie 
has been sold as undeniable fact, an irre-
proachable law of science. What is it?

That man is an animal.
Check any modern biology textbook—

they all say the same thing. Humans, 
Homo sapiens, are classified as members 
of the animal kingdom. Scientists clas-
sify man this way because of similarities 
between the physical characteristics and 
workings of some animals and the physical 
characteristics and workings of humans.

What about the gargantuan—and, at 
least to scientists, inexplicable—mental 
differences? Animals don’t think or reason, 
write, read, listen to music (let alone com-
pose it or perform it), drive cars, or under-
stand mathematics and chemistry. They 
lack the mental capacity to do any of these 
beyond even the most rudimentary level. 

Aren’t the extreme differences be-
tween the mind of animals and 

the human mind greater than 
the meager similarities 

between the physical 
makeup of humans 
and some animals? 
Of course. yet rather 

than give us our 
own kingdom, 

scientists lob 
humans into 
t he  a n i ma l 
kingdom. 

A slippery slope
The unqualified 
classification of 

man as an animal 
is founded on an 
error and ends in 
moral confusion, 

and, ultimately, so-
cial break-

down.

Science is exposing a shocking 
new truth, columnist Mark Mor-
ford declared this past summer: 
“In the wilds of nature, to not have 

some level of homosexual/bisexual behav-
ior in a given species is turning out to be 
the exception, not the rule” (San Francisco 
Chronicle, July 1, 2009; emphasis his).

you know where he’s going with this. 
“[E]ither humankind is part of nature and 
the wanton animal kingdom, a full partici-
pant in the messy inexplicable glories of the 
flesh and spirit and gender play, or we are 
the aberrant mistake, the ones who are lag-
ging far behind the rest of the kingdom ….”

Morford’s in-your-face arrogance is 
maddening. But he appears to have science 
on his side. “[A]s many as 1,500 species of 
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Consider Morford’s reasoning, borne 
of this error. Many scientists and intel-
lectuals like Morford, using this as their 
premise, have moved far beyond merely 
studying the physical similarities between 
humans and animals. Today we have “ad-
vanced” to the point of actually study-
ing the behavior of animals to determine 
what is normal and abnormal behavior 
for humans. Since, Morford says, animals 
the world over supposedly engage in ho-
mosexual behavior, he reasons it’s neither 
unnatural nor abnormal for humans to 
practice homosexuality.

Such reasoning is more pervasive than 
you might imagine. Regarding such hu-
man proclivities as promiscuous sex, sin-
gle motherhood, even child rearing, lead-
ing scientists and intellectuals are actually 
looking to animals to determine what is 
normal behavior and what is not.

Tragically, this “progression” has re-
sulted in the sweeping acceptance, even 
promotion, of animalistic behavior in 
human society!

Where does it end? Many animals 
practice cannibalism—does this mean 
human cannibalism is all right? Animals 
fight and kill each other all the time—
does this justify fighting and murder 
among humans? Of course not, reason-
able people would reply. yet scientists and 
radical liberals use precisely this logic to 
justify homosexuality.

Increasingly, this reasoning is being 
used to undermine the traditional fam-
ily. A growing contingent of anti-family, 
anti-traditional radicals argue that since 
no other animals possess the marriage 
institution, why should humans? Some, in 
an effort to undermine the traditional role 
of the human male, argue that while male 
animals are generally involved in concep-
tion, most never stick around to protect, 
provide for and educate their progeny—so 
why should men be any different?

Such pitiful reasoning exposes the abso-
lute degeneracy of the human mind today.

Humans laud themselves for being 
smart and progressive. We can easily rec-
ognize the vast gap that separates us from 
other living creatures—the uniqueness 
of our intelligence, our culture, our abil-
ity to think and reason, and our countless 
impressive achievements. yet despite these 
magnificently unique qualities, we willfully 
lump ourselves in with the dumb animals. 

We possess the most powerful instru-
ment on the planet: the human mind. It sets 
us miles apart from every other life form. 
yet we look to animals—creatures devoid 
of any ability to think or reason, creatures 

driven by basic instinct—as a means of de-
termining human morality and conduct, 
and establishing societal norms.

There is an explanation for such think-
ing: Mankind has been deceived into re-
jecting divine revelation from God!

We have Been deceived!
The classification of humans as animals, 
and the resulting justification of animalis-
tic behavior among humans, goes beyond 
being illogical and perverted.

At its core, it is motivated by an evil 
spirit being who is determined to under-
mine and destroy the existence of God, 
the traditional “Christian” beliefs, mor-
als and institutions that underpin many 
Western societies, and, most importantly, 
the incredible potential God has created 
within every human being.

Unsurprisingly, Morford, like many 
of the scientific surveys, failed to define 
how “homosexual behavior” was classified 
among animals. Animals do not have the 
varied and complex emotional make-up of 
human beings. Just because two bottlenose 
dolphins are seen briefly mounting each 
other, this does not make them homosexu-
al. Did two squirrels wrestling make them 
homosexual? If the definition of “homo-
sexual behavior” is as broad as it appears, 
then it’s no surprise the figures are so high.

And if animals are exhibiting homo-
sexual tendencies, we would strongly 
challenge the notion that God made them 
to do so. God created this planet flawless, 
meaning it was created within the bound-
aries of His law. This is why, after six days 
of labor, God looked back on His handi-
work and said it was “very good” (Genesis 
1:31). Just look at the way animals behaved 
in the Garden of Eden, before the curses 
associated with man’s sin entered the 
world (e.g. Genesis 2:19). Then look at the 
prophecies of how they will behave again 
once God’s Kingdom is established and 
those curses are removed (e.g. Isaiah 11:6-
9). God did not make the animals wild, vi-
olent and bloodthirsty. They exhibit those 
qualities—as man does, sadly—because 
they are in the thrall of this world ruled 
by the devil (e.g. 2 Corinthians 4:4).

So not only are scientists stupidly look-
ing to the creature rather than the Creator 
for their instruction in how to live (e.g. 
Romans 1:25), but they are studying and 
exalting a Satan-inspired perversion of the 
behaviors God intended animals to exhib-
it! “Professing themselves to be wise, they 
became fools” (verse 22).

We ought to be looking up to the ma-
jestic throne room of God and gleaning 

instruction on how to live from the Being 
infinitely superior to us in morality, char-
acter and conduct. But this evil spirit, using 
science and other instruments, encourages 
man instead to turn our gaze downward 
into the world of brute animals—be they 
homosexual scarab beetles, or promiscu-
ous dogs, or filthy baboons—for insight 
and instruction into human behavior.

Instead of relying on God’s Word, 
mankind relies on his own materialistic 
observations and classifies himself as little 
more than a brute beast aimlessly walking 
this Earth. Can’t we recognize the absur-
dity of such thinking?

the god kind
The Bible explains in detail why God made 
man. It reveals our purpose for existence. 
It provides instruction on ideal human 
conduct. It shows our ultimate potential.

Consider God’s instruction in Genesis 
1:26-27. “And God said, Let us make man 
in our image, after our likeness: and 
let them have dominion over the fish of 
the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and 
over the cattle, and over all the earth …. 
So God created man in his own image, 
in the image of God created he him: male 
and female created he them.” 

Did you notice how clearly God delin-
eates the human kingdom from the ani-
mal kingdom?

We’re just scratching the surface. In 
verse 25, God explained how He made each 
species of animal after its own kind, the 
“cattle after their kind,” and “every winged 
fowl after his kind.” But read verses 26-27 
again: God made man after the God kind! 

He didn’t just create humans as a sep-
arate kingdom higher than that of the 
animals; He created humans after the 
God kind, with a colossal potential that 
no animal can ever have. Notice what the 
late Herbert Armstrong wrote about this 
potential: “This revealed knowledge of 
God’s purpose for mankind—of man’s in-
credible awesome potential—staggers the 
imagination. Science knows nothing of 
it—no religion reveals it … and certainly 
higher education is in utter ignorance of 
it” (Incredible Human Potential).

If you’re weary of science and educa-
tion forcing your gaze downward, it’s not 
too late to begin casting your gaze up-
ward, into the realm of hope 
and truth, the realm over-
flowing with divine instruc-
tion and guidance. If you’d 
like some help, request, then 
study, our free book The In-
credible Human Potential. n
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soCietyWAtCh

Call of duty

Talk about a cash cow. 
When the video game Call 

of Duty: Modern Warfare 2 
was released last November, 
it sold 4.7 million copies and 
raked in more than $300 mil-
lion—on its first day. Even 
Hollywood was left shell-
shocked, and no doubt slightly 
jealous. The largest opening in 
movie history was The Dark 
Night, which grossed a paltry 
$158 million over three days.

Filled with graphic vio-
lence, including a controver-
sial five-minute scene where 
the protagonist slaughters 
scores of innocent people in 
a crowded airport, Call of 
Duty was advertised as an 
“emotional journey” into the 
darkest corners of human be-
havior. Although it’s rated for 
“mature” audiences, Call of 
Duty, like the incredibly pop-
ular Grand Theft Auto, has a 
special appeal to male teens 
and children, and will assur-
edly fall into their hands.

Over the years, more than 
3,500 scientific studies have 

investigated the relationship 
between media violence and 
violent behavior. Of these 
studies, noted Northern Il-
linois University Prof. Mary 
Larson, only 18 “ failed to find 
a relationship between the 
two” (Watch it! What Parents 
Need to Know to Raise Media-
Smart Kids). 

Call of Duty’s extreme suc-
cess clearly shows that the 
scientific evidence proving a 
correlation between violent 
media and violent behavior 
has fallen on deaf ears.

global 
shoplifting spree

Rather than go with-
out, a growing number of 

affluent shoppers are resort-
ing to shoplifting to obtain 
the luxury items they can no 
longer afford to buy. 

“The global recession isn’t 
just making jobs scarce and 
tightening spending—it’s also 
turning more people into 
thieves,” reported Time. “A 
growing number of new shop-
lifters are outwardly reputable, 

middle-class people who are 
walking off with French chees-
es, quality meats, cosmetics, 
mobile phones, clothing and 
other goodies that they feel 
they need to maintain a qual-
ity of life they can no longer 
afford” (Nov. 11, 2009). 

The results of the global 
survey, documented by the 
Britain-based Center for Re-
tail Research in its annual 
Global Retail Theft Barom-
eter, revealed that shoplift-
ing, or product “shrinkage,” 
jumped almost 6 percent in 
the past year. Historically, 
the increase has been around 
1.5 percent per year. “Though 

the problem was documented 
across all regions,” Time not-
ed, “the steepest increases oc-
curred in North America (8.1 
percent), the Middle East (7.5 
percent) and Europe (4.7 per-
cent). In terms of total losses, 
retailers in North America 
topped the charts at $46 bil-
lion, followed by Europe’s $44 
billion and $17.9 billion in the 
Asia-Pacific region.”

Beyond the obvious eco-
nomic impact of this trend 
lies a broader, more ominous 
reality: The moral compass of a 
growing segment of the middle 
class is severely skewed. These 
shoplifters aren’t stealing out of 
“necessity,” to feed their fami-
lies. They’re not homeless, nor 
are they organized criminals 
stealing for resale. These are 
middle-class people with mon-
ey in their wallets, cars in their 
driveways and kids at home.

Without moral integrity 
guiding our actions, there is 
nothing humans won’t do. 
History shows that for a so-
ciety to be stable, its citizens 
must respect law. Rules must 
be followed, or lawlessness 
and ultimately chaos prevail. 

Where will this global 
shoplifting spree end? If a per-
son has no qualms about steal-
ing cheese, or a few clothes, 
what else is he unafraid to do? 
Moreover, if large numbers of 
people see no problem with 
shoplifting when they have 
money and the shelves are 
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stocked, what will they resort 
to when times really get tough, 
when the shelves run dry and 
the money runs out? Sadly, this 
increase globally in shoplifting 
by affluent people is merely a 
harbinger of more lawlessness 
and chaos just ahead.

long-term  
relationships lead  
to healthier Babies

Researchers at Auck-
land University in New 

Zealand have found that 
women in long-term relation-
ships have healthier pregnan-
cies and babies. The scientists 
found that women who had 
been with the same partner for 
at least six months had fewer 
undersized babies and a lower 
rate of preeclampsia, or preg-
nancy-induced hypertension. 

According to the Telegraph 
in Britain, the “experts believe 
that the reason for the healthi-
er birth is long-term exposure 
to the biological father’s sperm 
which boosts the immune sys-
tem” (Nov. 13, 2009). 

sex education  
Compulsory

Last November, the Brit-
ish government an-

nounced that beginning in 
2011 sex education will be 
compulsory for students 
who reach age 15. Under the 
news laws, parents will lose 
the right to withdraw their 
children from sex education 
classes. Even private schools 
run by religious organizations 
will not be allowed an opt-out. 

The new laws will also affect 

younger children. “Under the 
new curriculum,” reported the 
Times in Britain, “pupils as 
young as 7 will learn about pu-
berty and the facts of life, and 
5-year-olds will be taught about 
parts of the body, relationships 
and the effects of drugs on the 
body” (Nov. 5, 2009). 

The notion of educating 
children about sex and the hu-
man body is not wrong. But a 
morally bankrupt educational 
system usurping parental 
rights and responsibilities is! 
That parents will be forced 
by law to send their children 
to government-sponsored sex 
education is diabolical. In The 
Missing Dimension in Sex, 
the late Herbert Armstrong 
wrote, “One of the greatest 
sins, crimes, tragedies of this 
world’s society, is that great 
sin of omission—the neglect of 
parents to teach their children. 
Not only about sex. Most par-
ents neglect to teach their chil-
dren—period!” This law will 
only exacerbate this problem. 

Ideally, sex education be-
longs primarily in the home, 
meted out by responsible par-
ents over time, in a manner 
commensurate with the devel-
oping maturity of the child. 
“It is the God-required duty 
of every parent … to properly 
teach and inform their chil-
dren of the facts of sex,” wrote 
Mr. Armstrong. 

Before parents can edu-
cate their children on this 
subject, however, they must 
themselves have a proper 
understanding of family and 

specifically the purposes for 
sex, and its pivotal role inside 
marriage. To gain this un-
derstanding, and if you’d like 
assistance in fulfilling your 
role as your child’s primary 
teacher about sex, request 
your free copy of The Missing 
Dimension in Sex. 

youth unemployment, 
a social time Bomb

Britain has become infa-
mous for its problem with 

hoodlumism among young 
people. British newspapers are 
replete with stories of drunk-
en “ladettes,” brawling gangs, 
beatings, knifings, and a gen-
eral spiraling rise in thuggish, 
uncivilized behavior. And it 
could get worse. 

Last fall, the government 
released figures showing 
youth unemployment is 
worsening. The rate of un-
employment among 16-to-24-
year-olds reached a record 19.8 
percent in November, with the 
number of youths drawing 
government benefits near-
ing 1 million. Britain’s youth 

unemploy-
ment rate is 
the worst in 
Europe. 

“Having so 
many young 
people idle 
is a social, as 
well as an eco-
nomic, prob-
lem of critical 
proportions,” 
noted the 

Telegraph (Nov. 11, 2009). A 
“social time bomb” is about 
to explode in Britain, noted 
Telegraph columnist Edmund 
Conway in a separate article. 
“Study after study has shown 
that youngsters who cannot 
find work are far more likely 
to enter permanent jobless-
ness than someone who has 
already been in the labor mar-
ket” (Oct. 29, 2009). 

An idle mind is a play-
ground for trouble. Lack-
ing purpose and the means 
of expending their energy 
productively, these young 
people have plenty of time 
(and a reasonable amount of 
money, thanks to government 
handouts) for pursuing self-
ish, carnal interests. Many 
drink, party and revel; others 
get together and roam the 
streets, rankling families and 
the elderly with their boor-
ish, often dangerous behavior. 
Crime rates rise. Incidents of 
violence increase. 

Wise King Solomon wrote, 
“He who cultivates his land 
will have plenty of bread, but 
he who follows worthless 
people and pursuits will have 
poverty” (Proverbs 28:19, Am-
plified Version). 

young people are a valu-
able resource in any nation. 
Every family’s responsibil-
ity—and even a task of a re-
sponsible government—is to 
cultivate the next generation 
of men and women into pro-
ductive members of society. 
British families and leaders 
are failing in this area. The 
result, as the proverb says, will 
be poverty—economically, 
morally and socially. 
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IsTockphoTo

 What 
 Do 
  You 
 Mean,
“born Again?”

Why didn’t the Pharisee 
Nicodemus understand 
when Jesus said to him: “Ex-
cept a man be born again, 

he cannot see the kingdom of God”?
Why do people not understand those 

words today? How many know, today, that 
Jesus’s gospel was a sensational, never-be-
fore-proclaimed news announcement?

Jesus Was a Newscaster
Those in Judea knew—or should have 
known—Malachi’s prophecy concerning 
this. It was the gospel of God—and the 
word “gospel” means good news!

Jesus was a newscaster. His news was 
something absolutely new—never before 
proclaimed to mankind. It was the most 
wonderful news ever reported, actually 
almost too wonderful for humans to be-
lieve. It was news of the utterly transcen-
dent potential of man.

The tremendous message that Jesus 
brought was not a report of past events. It 
was advance news of an almost unbeliev-
able utopian World Tomorrow! It was 
news of life after death. And it was news 
that we may be born again! yet almost 
nobody understands it!

Why has it never been recognized by 
the world as the stupendous news that it 

actually was?
Because first-century enemies of the 

gospel suppressed it!
The Church of God, on the foundation 

of the original apostles and Christ, was 
founded on the Day of Pentecost, a.d. 31. 
About two decades later, when the Apostle 
Paul wrote his letter to the churches of Ga-
latia, it had already been suppressed, and 
false ministers had turned the people to 
a different gospel. Paul wrote, “I mar-
vel that ye are so soon removed from him 
that called you into the grace of Christ 
unto another gospel: which is not another; 
but there be some that trouble you, and 
would pervert the gospel of Christ” (Gala-
tians 1:6-7). Again, in Romans 1:18: “For 
the wrath of God is revealed from heaven 
against all ungodliness and wickedness of 
men who by their wickedness suppress the 
truth” (Revised Standard Version). And 
in 2 Corinthians 11 Paul speaks of false 
apostles of Satan (verses 13-15) who come 
preaching “another gospel” (verses 4, 13, 15).

The time was at hand, when Jesus 
preached, for this message to be an-
nounced! The time is at hand, today, for 
its true meaning to be made so plain 
that people may understand it! (Mat-
thew 24:14).

It will be, in this article. And it is a 

crucial challenge to you who now read 
it! And you have to understand what 
was that news announcement, or you can 
never understand what Jesus meant 
about being “born again.”

What Was the News?
Notice, briefly, first, what that astonish-
ing news message was! The preannounce-
ment, in Malachi’s prophecy, says: “Behold, 
I will send my messenger, and he shall 
prepare the way before me: and the Lord, 
whom ye seek [the Messiah], shall sudden-
ly come to his temple, even the messenger 
of the covenant …” (Malachi 3:1).

Now notice the beginning of the mes-
senger’s proclamation of the message. 
It is recorded in Mark’s gospel, chapter 
1: “The beginning of the gospel of Jesus 
Christ, the Son of God; as it is written in 
the prophets ….” Then follows the citation 
from Malachi, written above. That is fol-
lowed by the account of John the Baptist, 
preparing the way before the messenger.

Then, verses 14-15: “Now after that 
John was put in prison, Jesus came into 
Galilee, preaching the gospel of the king-
dom of God, and saying, The time is ful-
filled, and the kingdom of God is at hand: 
repent ye, and believe the gospel”—that is, 
believe the good news!

By herBert W. ArmstroNg
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What is the kingdom of god?
What did He mean—the Kingdom of 
God? Jesus’s whole message—His gospel—
was about the Kingdom of God! yet few 
know anything about it, today.

A kingdom is (a) a nation composed 
of people, and (b) the government of the 
nation. 

In some cases, the people of a nation 
are the descendants—the children—of one 
man. The nation of Turkey was descended 
from ancient Esau, the twin brother of Ja-
cob, whose name was changed to Israel. 
He was the father of the nation Israel. Be-
fore the twins were born, God said to their 
mother, Rebekah, “Two nations are in thy 
womb …” (Genesis 25:23).

Now Jesus the Messiah was to come 
as “the messenger of the covenant.” 
The “Old Covenant” had established the 
human children of Israel as a nation or 
kingdom of humans, called the kingdom 
of Israel. Jesus came as the Messenger—
heralding the message of the New Cove-
nant that shall set up the Spirit-composed 
children of God as the Kingdom of God!

As the ancient kingdom of Israel was 
composed of the human family of the hu-
man man Israel, so the Kingdom of God 
will be composed of the divine Family of 
the divine God!

And what does this have to do with life 
after death? It has everything to do with it!

Why Jewish rulers rejected the message
The Jewish rulers of Jesus’s day thought He 
was proclaiming a government to be set up 
immediately—to overthrow the Roman 
Empire, then ruling Judea as a vassal state.

One of these prominent Jews was a 
man named Nicodemus, mentioned ear-
lier. He was a Pharisee, and the Pharisees 
were hostile to Jesus because of this new 
gospel. Nicodemus, however, wanted to 
meet this astonishing messenger and dis-
cuss it with him. To avoid criticism from 
his colleagues, he came to Jesus by night.

“We know,” he said, “that you are a 
teacher come from God.”

The “we” implies that the divine identi-
ty of the Messenger and the source of His 
message was known to the Pharisees. But 
they were “now” people, concerned with 
protecting their status as rulers under the 
Roman government, not with receiving 
revelations from God.

Jesus perceived the import of Nicode-
mus’s first words. His message was the 
good news of the coming world govern-
ment of God—that is, the Kingdom of 
God, which shall rule all nations with the 
government of God.

These Jewish rulers feared that mes-
sage. Jesus was of their race—a Jew. If they 
did not oppose Him, they feared being 
shorn of their power and perhaps put to 
death as subversives threatening the over-
throw of the Roman government. And the 
Pharisees thought Jesus proclaimed the 
immediate takeover of that rule!

Not of this Age
Therefore Jesus did not waste words. 
He struck straight through to the crux 
point—the Kingdom of God is not of this 
world—this time, this age—but of the 
World Tomorrow—a different and a 
following age. Not composed of humans, 
but of immortals—the God Family!

So Jesus said, “Except a man be born 
again, he cannot see the kingdom of God” 
(John 3:3).

Notice carefully that being “born 
again” has a vital connection with the 
Kingdom of God—with the fact that it 
is not of this time—this age.

But Jesus’s abrupt opening statement 
left Nicodemus confused. The religious 
leaders and the hundreds of denomina-
tions and sects professing Christianity 
today are confused and deceived! Today’s 
religionists put a different twist on it than 
did Nicodemus, however.

Nicodemus did understand clearly 
what is meant by being born. He knew it 
meant being delivered from his mother’s 
womb. It meant being delivered into the 
world! Today’s religious leaders read 
into it a different meaning! What Nico-
demus could not understand was how—
in what manner—anyone could be born 
again! And of course, being carnal-
minded, he could only conceive of a sec-
ond physical birth. But he knew what be-
ing born meant!

Born human a second time?
Puzzled, he asked, “How can a man be 
born when he is old? Can he enter the 
second time into his mother’s womb, and 
be born?” (verse 4). He was not confused 
about what is meant by being born. What 
Nicodemus could not understand was a 

second birth. He thought Jesus was talk-
ing about a second human birth.

He was unable to conceive of any but a 
second physical birth. His mind could not 
grasp spiritual things.

Now Jesus had made clear that the 
Kingdom of God is something that can 
be seen—but not until or unless one is 
“born again.” Not during his physical life-
time! Also, verse 5, the Kingdom of God is 
something a man may enter into—but not 
until after he is born again—another and 
entirely different birth.

Here is the crux point that explains it 
all: Jesus said, “That which is born of the 
flesh is flesh: and that which is born of the 
Spirit is spirit” (verse 6).

Man is now flesh—human. He is ma-
terial substance. “[D]ust thou art,” said 
God to Adam, “and unto dust shalt thou 
return.” Again, “And the [Eternal] God 
formed man of the dust of the ground, 
and breathed into his nostrils the breath 
of life; and man became a living soul” 
(Genesis 3:19; 2:7).

those Born Again to Be spirit
But, said Jesus plainly, when one is born 
of the Spirit he will BE spirit! Look at it! 
Read it in your own Bible.

The Kingdom of God will be composed 
of spirit beings—not of humans!

At birth of human flesh, one is deliv-
ered from his mother’s womb into this 
world. When born of the Spirit, one will 
be delivered from the Church of God 
(physical)—the mother of begotten Chris-
tians—into the Kingdom of God (a King-
dom of spirit beings).

Man is now composed of f lesh—ma-
terial substance—matter. When born 
again he will BE spirit—a spirit being, 
no longer human. He will be composed 
of spirit—of spirit composition—with life 
inherent—with self-containing life—not 
then existing by the breath of air and the 
circulation of blood.

Of the next age when the Kingdom 
of God will rule the world—the life after 
death—the next life—Jesus said, “They 
neither marry, nor are given in marriage, 
but are as the angels of God …” (Mat-
thew 22:30). Marriage is a physical, fleshly 
union. In the age of God’s Kingdom, when 
“born again” we shall be spirit, not flesh. 
Born of God as spirit beings, no longer 
human. Angels are spirits—composed of 
spirit (Hebrews 1:7). Jesus did not say we 
shall then be angels—but as the angels—
sexless and composed of spirit. Angels 
are spirit beings—created as such—but 
not begotten and born of God as God’s 

Being “born again” has a 
vital connection with the 
Kingdom of God—with 
the fact that it is not of 

this time—this age.
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own born children. We therefore shall be 
greater than angels!

Jesus explained this further to Nico-
demus: “The wind bloweth were it listeth, 
and thou hearest the sound thereof, but 
canst not tell whence it cometh, and 
whither it goeth: so is everyone that is 
born of the Spirit” (John 3:8).

you cannot see wind. Wind is com-
pared to spirit. It is invisible. That’s why 
mortal flesh, as we now are, cannot see 
the Kingdom of God. Those who inherit 
it will be spirit—normally invisible to eyes 
still human.

Not While Flesh and Blood
The Apostle Paul made clear that the 
Kingdom of God is something a human 
may inherit, but not in this age—not 
while he is composed of material flesh.

“The first man is of the earth, earthy 
[human]: the second man is the Lord from 
heaven [a divine God Being]” (1 Corinthi-
ans 15:47).

This is what Jesus was saying to Nicode-
mus. He was of the earth, earthy—human. 
He was flesh, not spirit. He was born of the 
flesh, so that’s what he was—flesh. When 
one is born of the Spirit, he will be Spirit. 
Paul is here explaining the same truth.

But we cannot be spirit in this present 
age.

There is a time element concerned 
with being born again into God’s 
Kingdom.

Continue, now, in 1 Corinthians 15:49: 
“And as we have borne the image of the 
earthy, we shall [future—resurrection] 
also bear the image of the heavenly” 
(verse 49). As we are now flesh, we shall be 
spirit—at the resurrection, that is, when 
we shall be “born again”—when we shall 
see, enter into, the Kingdom of God—
when we are spirit—at the resurrection!

“Now this I say, brethren, that f lesh 
and blood cannot inherit the kingdom 
of God; neither doth corruption inherit 
incorruption. Behold, I shew you a mys-
tery; We shall not all sleep [be dead], but 
we shall all be changed, in a moment, in 
the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: 
for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead 
shall be raised incorruptible, and we [the 
then living] shall be changed” (verses 50-
52). There is the time when we may be 
born again—when we may see, enter into, 
and inherit the Kingdom—when “born 
again,” and NOT BEFORE!

How shall we be changed? The next 
words answer! “For this corruptible [flesh, 
as we now are] must put on incorrup-
tion [spirit—that which is born of God is 

spirit], and this mortal must put on im-
mortality”—be changed from material 
flesh to spirit!

Until born again, we cannot see the 
Kingdom of God—Jesus to Nicodemus, 
John 3:3.

Until born again, we cannot enter into 
the Kingdom of God—Jesus to Nicode-
mus, John 3:5.

Until no longer flesh, but changed into 
spirit, we cannot enter into the Kingdom 
of God—Jesus to Nicodemus, John 3:6-8.

While still flesh and blood (as Nicode-
mus was and we are) we cannot inherit the 
Kingdom of God—Paul to the Corinthi-
ans, 1 Corinthians 15:50.

Until the resurrection, at Christ’s com-
ing, we shall not be changed from corrupt-
ible flesh into incorruptible spirit—Paul, 
1 Corinthians 15:50-53 and verses 22-23.

Until the resurrection, therefore, we 
cannot see, enter into, or inherit the King-
dom of God. We cannot be born again 
until the resurrection!

Now heirs—Not yet inheritors
While in our present status, born of the 
f lesh and composed of f lesh, we cannot 
see, enter into, or inherit the Kingdom of 
God. Notice, now, the status of the truly 
converted Christian, in this life—this 
world: “… Now if any man have not the 
Spirit of Christ, he is none of his” (Ro-
mans 8:9). Unless one has received the 
Holy Spirit, and this Spirit is dwelling 
in him, he is not a Christian. Joining a 
church does not make one a Christian. 
Receiving and following God’s Spirit does!

spiritual Birth Process Compares to Physical
But now see how God’s Spirit entering and 
dwelling in one compares to the physi-
cal sperm impregnating the ovum—the 
imparting of eternal spirit life, later to 
produce a spirit person! A fertilized 
ovum—an embryo—is not a born human 
person. Life from the father has been im-
parted to it. He has begotten it, but neither 
embryo nor fetus is yet a born person. In 

the same manner the Spirit-begotten hu-
man is not, yet, a spirit person or being, 
as Jesus said he shall be when born again!

Continue: “But if the Spirit of him that 
raised up Jesus from the dead dwell in you, 
he that raised up Christ from the dead 
shall also quicken your mortal bodies by 
his Spirit that dwelleth in you” (verse 11).

Understand this! There is a direct 
comparison between having been born of 
the f lesh and being born again of God. 
Jesus said that which is born of the flesh is 
f lesh—a born human. That which is born 
of the Spirit (God) is spirit—a born spirit 
person!

A mortal human life starts when a 
sperm cell from the body of the father 
impregnates—imparts physical life to—
an ovum (egg cell) in the mother. At this 
point the father begets, sires. He does not 
“bring forth.” The mother does that, later. 
His part in the process leading to final 
birth is then done. But there is a time 
element. At the time of begettal, birth 
(parturition) has not yet occurred.

It is necessary to give this explanation, 
at this point, because the popular decep-
tion of a deceived traditional “Christianity” 
is to claim that when one “receives Christ,’’ 
“accepts Christ,” “professes Christ,” or first 
receives God’s Holy Spirit to dwell in him, 
he is already “born again.”

First, then, notice the physical type and 
comparison.

the time element
In human physical reproduction, there is 
a time element. From impregnation—
begettal on the part of the father—having 
conceived on the part of the mother—to 
birth, or parturition, or being delivered 
from the mother’s womb is a time ele-
ment of nine months.

That nine-month period is called gesta-
tion. Upon conception, the now-fertilized 
ovum is called an embryo. A few months 
later, it is called a fetus. But during this 
nine-month period of gestation, we do not 
speak of the embryo-fetus as having been 
born. It is in the process toward birth. 
It is the child of its parents. But it is then 
the unborn child of its parents. The father 
has already begotten it—sired it. But the 
mother has not yet given birth to it. yet it 
is, during the gestation period, the unborn 
child of its parents.

Now in being “born again,” the pro-
cess of this birth begins when God’s di-
vine Spirit-life is imparted to us by the 
Holy Spirit, from His very person, enter-
ing to dwell within us. Repeat, from Ro-
mans 8: “But if the Spirit of him that raised 

Until the resurrection, 
therefore, we cannot see, 
enter into, or inherit the 

Kingdom of God! We 
cannot be born again until 

the resurrection!
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up Jesus from the dead dwell in you, he 
that raised up Christ from the dead shall 
also quicken [change to immortal spirit] 
your mortal bodies by his Spirit that 
dwelleth in you” (verse 11). This is de-
scribing the very same thing explained in 
1 Corinthians 15:50-53, the resurrection.

I want to make this crystal clear. Mil-
lions of sincere professing Christians 
believe that when they profess Christ (or 
receive His Holy Spirit) they are “born 
again.” What actually happens is this:

When one, after repentance, faith, 
and baptism receives the Holy Spirit, the 
Spirit of God puts him into—baptizes 
him into—God’s Church. The Church 
is called the Body of Christ. So we read: 
“By one Spirit are we all baptized into one 
body” (1 Corinthians 12:13).

the Church our mother
Again, the Church is called “Jerusalem 
above” or “the heavenly Jerusalem” (He-
brews 12:22-23). Now notice, in Galatians 
4:26: “But Jerusalem which is above is 
free, which is the mother of us all.”

The analogy is this: When begotten by 
God the Father by receiving His Holy Spir-
it, we are put into the Church, which dur-
ing this gestation period is our mother.

The human mother of the fetus within 
her womb serves the function of feeding 
her unborn child with physical food, so 
that it may develop and grow physically. 
And also she carries it where she may 
best protect it from physical injury or 
harm, until parturition—delivery from 
her womb.

The spiritual mother—the Church—is 
commissioned to “feed the flock” (1 Peter 
5:2) through the ministry which God has 
set in the Church “[f]or the perfecting of 
the saints … for the edifying of the body 
of Christ, till we all come in the unity of 
the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son 
of God, unto a perfect man …” (Ephesians 
4:11-13). Just as the human fetus develops 
and grows physically during the pre-birth 
gestation period, so we, after begettal by 
God’s Spirit, develop and grow spiritu-
ally in pre-birth state.

Human life starts with what the Bible 
terms “corruptible seed”—physical male 
sperm. Divine life starts with that which 
is incorruptible—the Holy Spirit of God 
entering the human person. But as the hu-
man embryo must grow till it becomes 
a fetus, which must grow to the point of 
being born into the human family, so the 
Christian in whom divine life has been 
started by the gift of God’s incorruptible 
Spirit must grow toward perfection to be 

born into the God Family. He will then be 
perfect, unable to sin.

But—that perfection of holy righteous 
character must be developed (with 
God’s help and the in-filling of His Spirit 
during this human life—the spiritual 
“gestation” stage).

But not only is the Church to feed the 
members on the Word of God—spiritual 
food—but also to protect these conceived 
but yet unborn children of God from spiri-
tual harm, as the very next verse shows: 
“That we henceforth be no more children, 
tossed to and fro, and carried about with 
every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of 
men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they 
lie in wait to deceive …” (Ephesians 4:14).

Then, at the time of the resurrection, 
we in the Church—the spiritual mother—
shall be delivered from her, and born 
into—brought forth into—the Kingdom, 
the spirit-composed Family of God.

sons of god NoW
Now, further: “For as many as are led by 
the Spirit of God, they are the sons of 
God” (Romans 8:14). The unborn child 
in his mother’s womb is the child of his 
father and mother, though not yet born—
delivered from the womb. So are we, if 
God’s Spirit dwells in us—if we are being 
led by God’s Spirit—children of God. yet, 
at this time, we are in the gestation state, 
not yet parturition. And only heirs, not 
inheritors!

Continue: “And if children, then heirs; 
heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; 
if so be that we suffer with him, that we 
may be [future—at resurrection] also glo-
rified together” (verse 17).

Now see how this passage designates 
the resurrection into glory, when we 
shall be spirit, as a birth!

“For the earnest expectation of the 
[creation] waiteth for the manifestation 
of the sons of God”—that is the time of 
Christ’s coming to reign and of the res-
urrection to spirit composition—“…
because the [creation] itself also shall be 
delivered [a birth] from the bondage of 
corruption into the glorious liberty of the 
children of God. For we know that the 
whole creation groaneth and travail eth 
in pain together until now” (verses 19-22).

Here is another comparison. We shall 
be delivered from this world (the Church 
is in, though not of this world) into the 
glorious World Tomorrow and the 
Kingdom which shall rule it.

The creation is waiting for this time 
of Christ’s coming, the resurrection, 
and the Kingdom of God, because the 
creation shall be DELIVERED from the 

bondage of corruption or deteriorated de-
cay. It is not now delivered. It shall be—
at the resurrection. Although this is not 
referring directly to our being born again, 
it is a direct comparison to the birth of a 
child being delivered from its mother’s 
womb.

The resurrection—the time when we 
are changed to be spirit and to inherit 
the Kingdom—will be a time of delivery 
from the bondage of corruptible flesh and 
from this world of sin—a real birth!

Christ Born a second time by the resurrection
Continue in Romans 8: “For whom he did 
foreknow, he also did predestinate to be 
conformed to the image of his Son, that 
he [Jesus] might be the firstborn among 
many brethren” (verse 29).

Now compare with Romans 1:3-4: 
“Concerning his Son Jesus Christ our 
Lord, which was made of the seed of 

Did you know that the whole world 
has been deceived regarding the 

awesome purposE of human life? 

our free book The Incredible 
Human Potential, from which this 

article is excerpted, is the eye-
opening story of the real gospel 

message of Jesus christ —of how 
the missing dimension in knowledge 

was withheld, and the  
whole world deceived.

see the back cover of this magazine 
for ordering information.

You 
were 
born 
for a 

purpose! 
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David according to the flesh; and declared 
to be the Son of God … by the resurrec-
tion from the dead.”

Jesus was, in the human f lesh—His 
first birth—a descendant of David. But, 
by the resurrection from the dead (born 
again), Jesus became the born Son of 
God, now no longer human, but composed 
of spirit—a Spirit Being. He thus became 
the first so born of many brethren who 
shall be born again at the time of the res-
urrection of those who are Christ’s.

Of course we understand, and so did 
Paul in writing the above, that Jesus was 
also the Son of God while in the human 
flesh. Though born of a human woman, 
He was sired by God. But this is compar-
ing the two births: the one from the hu-
man Mary, as descended from the human 
David, and the other, by His resurrection 
to glory, as Son of God.

Emphatically this does not imply that 
Jesus was a sinner needing salvation. He 
was the Pioneer, setting us the example, 
that we, too, may be born of God.

When Born Again What shall We Be like?
When we are born again, what shall we 
be like? The Bible gives us the answer: 
“For our conversation [citizenship] is in 
heaven; from whence also we look for the 
saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ: who shall 
change our vile body [flesh], that it may 
be fashioned like unto his glorious body 
…” (Philippians 3:20-21).

Now notice a scripture in the third 
chapter of 1 John. Here it plainly says 
that “we”—meaning begotten, converted 
Christians—are now, already, the sons of 
God, as was explained earlier. Next, this 
scripture reveals that “it doth not yet ap-
pear what we shall be” (1 John 3:2). We 
are, later, to be something different. As 
Jesus explained to Nicodemus, we shall 
be immortal spirit. That is what we shall 
later be.

“[B]ut,” this scripture continues—read 
it—understand this wonderful truth—
“we know that, when he [Christ] shall ap-
pear [at His Second Coming to Earth] we 
shall be like him ….” We shall look like 
Christ!

What does the glorified Christ look 
like? His eyes blaze forth like f lames of 
fire! His feet glow like finely burnished 
brass. His face shines like the sun, in full 
strength—so bright it would blind your 
eyes if He were visible to you now! (Rev-
elation 1:14-16; 19:12-13; Matthew 17:2).

And that is the way you and I shall 
look if and when we are finally born of 
God! n
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TIM sLoan/aFp/GETTy IMaGEs

The real Significance of 
angela merkel’s Speech
By roN FrAser

the launching of a powerful pan-European 
military industry underpinning a powerful 
imperial military force of global reach.

That old master of international rela-
tions, Hans Morgenthau, pointed to indus-
trial capacity as being one of the most im-
portant factors underpinning the status of 
a world power. “[T]he competition among 
nations for power transforms itself largely 
into competition for the production of big-
ger, better and more implements of war,” he 
wrote in Politics Among Nations. Extrapo-
lating the point, Morgenthau went on to 
state the logical outcome of this competi-
tion for global power. “[A] change in indus-
trial rank, for better or for worse, should be 
accompanied or followed by a correspond-
ing change in the hierarchy of power.”

The transfer of power that has followed 
the transfer of industrial capacity, chang-
ing the West into major consumers and 
the East into major producers of goods, is 
now witnessing a subsequent reduction in 
power of the previously dominant indus-
trial nations, significantly the Anglo-Sax-
ons, and the rise to power of the world’s 
major producers, in particular China, Ja-
pan, India and a resurrecting Russia.

Perhaps the least understood of all 
rising industrial powers is the European 
Union.

the resurrecting empire
People will believe what they choose to be-
lieve, regardless of reality. Most choose to 
believe what is fed to them by the popular 
press. It has thus played to the huge ad-
vantage of the rising European imperial 
power that it is largely ignored by a poorly 
educated and largely blind U.S. media 
machine. While the press and mass media 
dance to the tune of the liberal socialists’ 
views on such high-profile stories as the 
Middle East, Iraq, Afghanistan, economic 
“recovery,” and the ever-present, nauseat-
ing “celebrity” personalities of the day, the 
behemoth rises across the Atlantic.

So well-masked has been this resurrec-
tion of old “Holy” Roman/Teutonic power 
that when its reality hits, it will send a mas-
sive shock wave through North America 
in particular. Britain—being much closer 
geographically to Europe, and now begin-
ning to stand aghast at the degree to which 
its economy and its political and judicial 
system have been wrecked by membership 
in the European Union—at least has an in-
creasing number of sensibly aware voices 
clamoring for their nation to extricate it-
self from Brussels/Berlin. Sadly, it’s too 
late for even such action to have a positive 
bearing on the state of the British nation.

For only the second time since 
World War ii, a German chancel-
lor addressed the U.S. Congress. 
Amazingly, the commentators 

from the popular press ignored the most 
momentous of Angela Merkel’s statements 
and zeroed in on a topic that the most as-
tute of climate scientists are increasingly 
rejecting—the global warming hoax!

Manipulators of public opinion have 
had a field day using the global warming 
fear as a smokescreen behind which to 
hide their true globalist political agenda. 
This is a reality to which the mass media 
remain largely blinded.

It’s time to face up to reality. The real 
meat was in the main body of Merkel’s 
speech, not in the global warming smoke-
screen tagged on the end, though this got 
the most applause from the Democratic 
side of the House.

A historic occasion
Chancellor Merkel’s address on Nov. 3, 
2009, came at a crucial time in trans-
atlantic relations. The U.S. is in decline 
politically, economically and financially. 
The European Union, with its constitu-
tion ratified, stands on the brink of be-
coming a giant imperial power overnight. 
In fact, it is becoming the very power that 
will fill the increasing economic, political 
and military vacuum being created in the 
world through America’s decline.

The nation that stands in the lead of 

the European empire is Germany. 
Given that context, the address by the 

German chancellor was a most historic—
not to mention prophetic—occasion. yet 
few in that audience, reading between the 
lines of the chancellor’s speech, would 
have garnered the truth of the reality 
America faces.

The number of EU summits hit a peak 
in 2009. It seems no sooner was one sum-
mit over before we were hearing of the im-
minent scheduling of another.

Why all the chat in this whirlwind of 
EU summitry? It’s simple. It is time! It’s 
time for the grand EU design to emerge 
from behind its facade and finally reveal 
its true reason for being. And the movers 
and shakers, the powerfully inf luential 
elites who have driven this postwar grand 
design for Europe thus far, want their en-
terprise to finally emerge as a powerful 
global player, not only economically, but 
politically and, believe it or not, militarily.

The frequency of EU summitry has 
hinged on the progressive building of a 
German-dominated imperial power, not by 
military aggression, but by treaty. Step by 
step, the European elites have constructed 
this rising empire by a series of treaties. 
Each treaty was designed to build upon 
its predecessor in a process that has taken 
a simple agreement on access to coal and 
steel (the treaty of Paris, 1951, which created 
the European Coal and Steel Community) 
to rebuild postwar European industry, to 
its inevitable outcome: a treaty enabling 

TranSlaTion  Media 
pundits focused on a 
climate comment. They 
missed something big.
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The Fall That Changed the world
thE fall of the Berlin Wall, nov. 9, 1989, catalyzed world events into 

an unprecedented fast pace. It brought massive geopolitical changes 
as few could have envisioned during the waning years of the cold War. 

as one commentator put it, “The world has been in furious flux 
since the fall of the Berlin Wall. a host of factors has driven it into this 
ever accelerating ‘fast-forward mode’” (Europe’s World, autumn 2009). 

Madeleine albright, describing the effect of the fracturing of the 
Berlin Wall, declared that on that fateful day, “in the space of a histori-
cal eyewink, everything changed” (Parade, nov. 8, 2009). 

change it certainly did, each change seemingly stimulating yet an-
other. The resulting battery of accelerating changes occurring within 
just two decades took Germany from being a divided nation—symbol-
ized by the ugly bulk of a concrete barrier fracturing its wartime capital 
city—to being the most powerful economic and political force dominat-
ing a new imperialist global power, the European union. 

Even more significant, that first crack in the Berlin Wall was a harbin-
ger of the fracturing of the relationship that had held together the West-
ern powers in a grand alliance for over 40 years following World War II. 

The fall of the Berlin Wall triggered the beginning of a realignment of 
German international relations. Germany’s cold War transatlantic orien-
tation has become an increasingly Eurasian alignment. 

German-Foreign-policy.com reported, “The close economic alliance 
with the usa had characterized the years of the confrontation between the 
two systems. since the upheavals between 1989 and 1991, German busi-
ness has been eastward-oriented to a growing degree. Today, the trade 
volume between Germany and Eastern Europe is reaching €307 billion an-
nually, constituting 17 percent of German foreign trade, while the German-
u.s. trade volume sank to €117.5 billion, a mere 6.5 percent. Germany 
has its eyes particularly focused on russian energy resources, to which 
German companies have obtained direct access in the meantime. For 

some time, Berlin has been using again this shift in economic weights for 
its traditional seesaw policy between East and West. and anti-american 
forces are openly proposing an alliance with russia” (oct. 29, 2009).

But it’s not only the breaching of the atlantic alliance that the fall of 
the Berlin Wall triggered. Within scarcely a year of Germany uniting, its 
first foreign-policy initiative as a united nation was to fracture in turn 
the whole yugoslav republic by its recognition of croatia and slovenia 
as separate nation-states apart from the greater yugoslav federation. 
This triggered the illegal Balkan wars. These wars have progressively 
garnered the Balkan nations into the German-dominated Eu as that 
imperialist union’s first colonies. 

one further result of the Balkan wars was the relaunching of the 
German Luftwaffe into combat, with ready anglo-american assent. 
since then, the German navy has drawn blood off the coast of somalia. 
Most recently, the German military force in afghanistan engaged Tal-
iban forces in active combat. 

Then, just days before the anniversary of the event that catalyzed 
Germany’s reunification, the nation’s defense minister, Baron karl-
Theodor zu Guttenberg, broke a longstanding taboo by affirming that 
Germany was in reality at “war” in afghanistan. It’s the first time the 
term war has been used to describe postwar German combat roles. 

That the fall of the Berlin Wall produced vast changes in the global 
order is now a matter of recorded history. yet, no one could have fore-
cast that these events would become today’s reality when Germany lay 
in ashes over 65 years ago. Except—one man did.

There was one man, a voice crying out amid the confusion in the 
postwar world, who tenaciously pointed not only to the inevitability of 
the fall of the Berlin Wall, but who so precisely prophesied the events 
that have followed—and he died nearly four years before the wall fell. 
his name was herbert W. armstrong.  roN FrAser

So drastic is Britain’s economic state 
(the United Kingdom now being Ger-
many’s largest EU creditor) that its prime 
minister has announced the fire sale of 
prime national assets.

Pope Benedict xvi in his recent encyc-
lical “Caritas in Veritate” called for a glob-
al order to address the world’s 21st-centu-
ry challenges. Chancellor Merkel added 
her voice to that call in her speech, declar-
ing to the joint houses of Congress that 
the solution to the world’s problems was 
a “global order … under global law,” and 
calling for the institution of a “global eco-
nomic order” under “global law.” Merkel’s 
request was especially timely, considering 
the rise of the EU as a globalist imperial 
power established by the Lisbon Treaty’s 
ratification.

Germany and the Vatican have a histo-
ry of operating in tandem under the facade 
of the European Union to advance their 
imperialist agenda for universal govern-
ment. The ratification of the Lisbon Trea-
ty—in essence an imperialist European 
Constitution—will accelerate that trend. 

europe’s Next initiative
Now that the European Union stands re-
vealed for that which it was always des-
tined to become—a global power—Chan-
cellor Merkel gave more than a strong hint 
as to what will become the new pretense 
under which Berlin and Rome will aggres-
sively move forward in the drive for global 
economic order. She encouraged the U.S. 
to join the EU in using the G-20 to achieve 
this end, a reality that has leaped into focus 
since the G-20 began imposing its globalist 
EU-driven agenda on the world after the 
great Wall Street crash of September 2008.

The EU constitution establishes the 
new positions of EU high representative 
and EU foreign minister, and implements 
the EU diplomatic service, on Jan. 1, 2010. 
These steps forward are certain to accel-
erate the development of the European 
military force—the most dramatic and 
dangerous of all the institutions the new 
EU constitution embraces.

The world would do well to take warn-
ing that Chancellor Merkel’s call for a 
global order under global regulation is 

about to become a reality—under initia-
tives to be enforced by the very nation 
from which she hails!

As you watch this rapid-fire propul-
sion of the European empire to global 
power status, remember the words of 
Herbert W. Armstrong: “Watch for de-
velopments suddenly to speed toward Eu-
ropean political and military union, 
through religious union! … [I]n very few 
years at most, it must start. And when it 
does, events will flash by with a lightning 
speed that will astound the world …. 
This sudden blitz toward union … once 
triggered will move so swiftly the whole 
world will be caught by surprise. yes in-
deed! They shall wonder in amazement!” 
(Plain Truth, November 1965). n

read our booklet Germany 
and the Holy Roman Em-
pire for an in-depth under-
standing of the history that 
has led to this moment, 
and for the great hope it 
portends for the future. 
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Comments?

letters
u.S. Constitution
I write regarding your outstanding 
“From the Editor” article titled “The War 
Against the U. S. Constitu-
tion” in the November-
December issue. Sir, you 
are 100 percent correct in 
your assessment! I am an 
Arizona delegate scheduled 
to attend the Continental 
Congress November 11-24 at 
the Pheasant Run Conference 
Center in St. Charles, Illinois, 
and I assure you that your 
words will resound there 
and then, for I share them with you in my 
heart. … Thank you again for your con-
cise observations. Ed Vallejo—Arizona

This article illustrates President 
Obama’s tragic disdain for history and 
for law. The Founding Fathers risked 
all to create a nation free from tyranny. 
A despot had illegally taken their rights 
away such as due process and legislative 
representation. The colonists broke from 
England to establish a nation governed 
by the rule of law. The head of all laws is 
the Constitution. It limits government 
to protect the citizenry from evil rulers. 
The founders intended changes should 
only be made to better reflect the ideals 
expressed in the Declaration of Indepen-
dence. One such ideal is that man’s laws 
should harmonize with the laws of man’s 
Creator, the supreme Judge of the world. 
That is America’s inspired beginning. 
Upon taking office, President Obama 
promised to uphold the Constitution. 
The fact that the legal underpinning of 
the nation is being dismantled by the 
very man who should be its chief protec-
tor is akin to a mother destroying the un-
born child she carries, when she should 
be defending it with her life.

 K.S.A.—California

digital drug
I have wondered whether our future 
generations will stand up to real life chal-
lenges or pretend they do not exist through 
their virtual reality video games! (“youth 
and the Digital Drug,” November-Decem-
ber 2009). Pranay Sherke—Ontario

I immensely enjoy posting Facebook 
comments, but have to admit it does rob 
me of valuable time when I should be 
reading, especially the Bible. I also am 
dumbfounded at what the digital drug 
and cable tv overload is doing to my co-

workers. young adult, mid-aged and older 
Americans also act like schoolchildren 
themselves. The “workplace” has become 
a carnival-laced arena filled with frequent 

spats of game-playing cliqu-
ishness, where it’s getting 
harder to get straight answers 
and responses out of people. 
And folks seem to prefer to 
mimic their favorite actors, 
“American idols” and reality-
show goons to being real, 
sober, mature and down to 
earth! Howard—Tennessee

This is truly an addictive 
“drug.” It comes between relationships 
and destroys any hope of physical com-
munication with the user, not to mention 
interfering with tasks and reading. The 
smartest thing a parent can do is block 
texting from the teen’s phone and Face-
book-type sites on the computer. I know 
whereof I speak; I have a teenage grand-
daughter. Vicki Flickinger—Kansas

Surrendering to iran
This type of thinking reminds me of 
the mother who constantly counts, re-
counts, and restarts her counts before she 
ever actually punishes the child for its de-
liberate defiance and disobedience (“Sur-
rendering to Iran,” November-December 
2009). She then wonders who created this 
monster. Sonja—United States

britain’s iron lady
Britain and the U.S. blew it! (“Brit-
ain’s Iron Lady Was Right,” November-
December 2009). Margaret Thatcher had 
the potential to be a modern-day Win-
ston Churchill, a person with uncanny 
political insight. Too bad liberal-minded, 
asinine scholars and politicians never 
supported her. Today Islamism, liberal-
ism and an anti-Judeo-Christian mentali-
ty is tearing the once proud Anglo-Saxon 
world apart. Soon revived fascism will 
totally obliterate Britain/U.S.

Peter Thomas—Sarawak, Malaysia

end of london
your insight into international 
power politics is commendable, since you 
have diagnosed the anti-Britain strategic 
policy of the EU long before reports like 
this one from Berlin came out (“Europe’s 
Plans Will Destroy London,” November-
December 2009). I would like to add 
however, that some of your conclusions 
appear doubtful. In my view, the move 
by EU regulatory boards to tighten rules 

on financial markets to prevent economic 
collapse still appears—more or less—
honest policy. I don’t think it necessarily 
reveals a malicious agenda, one certainly 
not held by spineless bureaucrats, to 
smash Britain’s global influence. Of 
course, it will do so. But why shouldn’t 
mainland Europeans and especially Ger-
mans, who have many of their savings 
in banks that have been partly ruined 
by Anglo-Saxon hedge funds and other 
private gambling clubs, have a legitimate 
interest in “destroying” the dominance 
of UK’s financial hub? The days of Brit-
ain as an economic superpower are long 
gone; it is now one of many powers, and it 
would thus be appropriate to have its po-
tential incorporated into a transnational 
body like the EU. … If Britain were will-
ing to relinquish its grand power claim, 
it could have a bright future in the EU. 
However, if it totally blocks all initiatives 
Berlin, Paris and Brussels propose and 
puts the welfare of 60 million people be-
fore that of several hundred, then one can 
rightfully ask: Why did it choose to be-
come part of the EU in the first place? …

F. Schirner—Nuremberg, Germany

one True religion
Thank you for writing the most 
wonderful article “Is There One True 
Religion?” (November-December 2009). 
It is so informative and should be handed 
out to all ministers around the world for 
people to hear and to read.

 Betty Zednick—Nash, Tex.

I used to read your magazine by 
Herbert Armstrong back in the early 
’70s. I read it for years, and then it just 
disappeared. I really enjoyed reading it. 
Surfing the net, I have found your site. I 
look forward to continuing my education 
that was interrupted years ago. I am glad 
I found you again. … It is nice to hear 
the truth in this deceptive and deceived 
world today. Thanks for being there 
again. David Lowery—Mobile, Ala.

Where I live, it would seem that you 
are the only godly news source on the 
face of the planet. It’s such a wonderful 
thing to hear of the happenings of this 
world in light of His Word. 

Debbie Amis—Waverly, Tenn.
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GErarD MaLIE/aFp/GETTy IMaGEs

Nov. 9, 1989, was a long night. I was 11. The details 
are dim. But I remember the atmosphere in our house 
being electric. That night the tv blared for hours, spit-
ting out a constant stream of images from a foreign 

land of a foreign people speaking a foreign language. I hadn’t 
the foggiest idea of what they were saying. But they were ecstatic.

I remember the giant wall, its gray, pocked face splashed with 
tattered posters and bright graffiti. It was ugly and unpractical, 
and needed to go. Men with pickaxes 
picked; others with sledgehammers 
slugged. Electric grinders, sparks fly-
ing, chewed into the wall like angry 
mosquitoes attacking an elephant. 

Powered by emotion more than 
muscle, the mob worked fast. Even-
tually, a large section of the wall 
began swaying, back and forth, 
back and forth—like a baby tooth 
not fully severed from the gum—
slow and gentle at first, then more 
violently. Finally the wall crashed to 
the ground, giving way to a stam-
pede of rapturous East Germans.

In my house, halfway around the world in Australia, the excite-
ment had overpowered nightly bedtime rituals. Obviously some-
thing major was unfolding. But it was happening thousands of 
miles away on another continent. I didn’t understand. My parents 
were nearly as excited as those we were watching on tv. By now 
the phone had jumped into the noisy fray. My parents were dart-
ing between the phone and the television. Are you watching this? 
This is it! they told friends. This is what we’ve been waiting for.

As the wall fell, my parents’ attention didn’t remain solely on 
Berlin. They also cast an anxious gaze toward Pasadena, Califor-
nia, the location of the headquarters of the Worldwide Church of 
God. While the collapse of the Berlin Wall was a watershed event 
for Germany and Europe and the future of international affairs, it 
came with an added dimension for those in the wcg. For decades, 
the founder and pastor general, Herbert W. Armstrong, had fore-
cast the unification of Germany.

On Nov. 9, 1989, wcg members watched that forecast come true.
you can imagine what many church members were thinking: 

What is headquarters going to say about this? Not surprisingly, 
some outside of the wcg were wondering the same thing. Mr. 
Armstrong was a global personality. Under his stewardship, the 
work of the wcg—via television, radio, the printing press, per-
sonal appearances and various humanitarian activities—had 
touched the lives of tens of millions. In terms of world news, the 
unification of Germany, and eventually Europe, was Mr. Arm-
strong’s keynote prophecy.

That’s why in hindsight it is strange that church officials were 
caught off guard when the director of a Seattle-based news pro-
gram “unexpectedly” contacted them after the fall of the Berlin 
Wall. Recalling their conversation with the news director, wcg 
officials wrote: “The news director was well aware of the World 

A Night to remember
Even for an 11-year-old on the bottom of the planet By Brad macdonald

Tomorrow program and the fact that for more than 40 years the 
church [more specifically, Mr. Armstrong] had been predicting 
the reunification of Europe in some form. He asked for on-air 
comments about whether the church believed the opening of the 
wall was the commencement of end-time prophetic events” (Pas-
tor General’s Report, Nov. 21, 1989).

What an opportunity! The world had just witnessed an event 
of historic importance. And this news director, without solicita-

tion, was requesting that Worldwide 
officials weigh in on it. 

Their response? “We responded 
that it was premature to make state-
ments like that ….” 

It was impotent and def lating. 
The Berlin Wall had just collapsed, 
Germany was uniting for the first 
time since World War ii, the map of 
Europe was being redrawn and the 
Soviet Union was on its last legs. The 
world was entering a new era. And 
the best Worldwide officials could 
muster was to say that it was “pre-
mature” to comment on the pro-

phetic implications of these events.
Church officials recalled that the news director was “disap-

pointed” by their response. Of course he was! Under Mr. Arm-
strong, the wcg provided the world with accurate, definitive and 
clear understanding of world news and Bible prophecy. Now 
those who inherited his legacy wouldn’t even comment on one of 
the most important events of the century!

Too bad the news director didn’t have my parents’ number. They 
might have been tucked 9,000 miles away, but they—like many oth-
er wcg members at that time—could have talked for hours about 
this power-packed, prophetically significant event!

The Berlin Wall was constructed in 1961, after the Berlin cri-
sis between the ussr and Western forces. Here’s what the Plain 
Truth, the news magazine established and run by Herbert Arm-
strong, wrote in September 1961: “Americans and Britons do 
not seem to fathom that Germany is once again a power to be 
reckoned with! Make no mistake! Nuclear war will not 
come over the Berlin crisis! But out of it all—in a very 
short times—a United States of Europe will!”

Impressive, isn’t it? Even as the Berlin Wall was going up, the 
Plain Truth was forecasting that it would precipitate the emer-
gence of a German-led “United States of Europe.” If you think 
that’s impressive, consider what Mr. Armstrong wrote in the 
October 1985 issue: “Do not discount the possibility that this 
resurrection of the medieval Holy Roman Empire may start 
by some arrangement to reunite East and West Germany first” 
(emphasis mine).

Not only did Mr. Armstrong forecast the unification of East and 
West Germany, he said that event would mark the starting point of 
the final resurrection of the Holy Roman Empire. No wonder so 
many in the wcg were electrified the night of Nov. 9, 1989! n
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the psalmist was inspired to write, “When 
i consider thy heavens, the work of thy 

fingers … what is man, that thou art mindful 
of him?” 

the answer to that piercing question has 
remained undiscovered by science.  
No religion has revealed it. higher  
education has never taught it.

is it possible the whole world has been 
deceived—regarding the awesome purpose 
of human life? And could it be true that  
the real gospel message Christ brought  
from heaven revealed this mystery—
but was suppressed?

the very word “gospel” means “good news.” 
that message, when fully understood,  
reveals a human potential so stupendous— 
so awesome—it appears at first to be  
totally beyond belief, yet it has been 
suppressed from the world until now.

our free book The Incredible Human Potential 
is the eye-opening story  
of the real gospel message 
of Jesus Christ—of how 
this missing dimension  
was withheld, and the  
whole world deceived.

What is the 
    purpose

request your free 
copy today!

of human life?
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