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Germany Is Betraying 
Britain—Again

FROM THE EDITOR  GERALD FLURRY

On Dec. 9, 2011, British Prime Minister David Cam-
eron shocked the world when he vetoed a Franco-Ger-
man plan to fix Europe’s debt crisis.

 Standing before a room full of European leaders de-
termined to amend EU treaties to cede more power to the EU, 
Mr. Cameron defended British interests. “What is on offer is not 
in Britain’s interest, so I didn’t agree to it,” he stated flatly. “We 
will not be presenting this new treaty, when it’s agreed, to our 
parliament. It will not involve Britain.” 

It is hard to overstate the significance of this event. 
Many say that Dec. 9, 2011, will go down as the day Britain 

left the European Union! 
There’s something misleading about that statement. Most of 

the media will tell you that Britain abandoned the EU. In fact, 
just the opposite happened. For years, the EU, under Ger-
man leadership, has been taking power away from its member 
states, including Britain. If Britain agreed to the plan outlined 
on December 9, it basically would have had to hand control of its 
finances over to European leaders. By refusing the plan, Britain 
was simply protecting its fiscal sovereignty. 

In other words, Europe created this conflict! 
Why would it do that? Because it wants to push Britain 

out of the European Union! 
What does this mean to you? This event is going to plague 

Britain for years to come—as well as America! Yes, it will hurt 
the United States far more than you can imagine. America’s fi-
nancial troubles are about to get far worse. 

A Tipping Point
The Guardian’s European editor, Ian Traynor, wrote this: “When 
the dust settles, Friday December 9 may be seen as a watershed, 
the beginning of the end for Britain in Europe. But more than 
that—the emergence for the first time of a cold new Europe in 
which Germany is the undisputed, preeminent power im-
posing a decade of austerity on the eurozone as the price for its 
propping up the currency” (emphasis added throughout).

I will say that date absolutely will be seen as a watershed!
“For the first time in the history of the EU, the Germans are 

now in charge,” said Charles Grant, who directs a think tank 
called the Center for European Reform.

Germany is in charge, and everyone can see that now. This is 
the most authoritative step Germany has ever taken. 

Did you know that we have been prophesying this very event 
for some 70 years? It is, in fact, prophesied in your Bible! And 
believe it or not, it is going to lead directly into the worst trouble 
this Earth has ever experienced! 

The Bible prophesies that “ten kings” are going to unite them-
selves in Europe as the Holy Roman Empire (Revelation 17:12-13). 
Events today are moving quickly to fulfill that pivotal prophecy!

The EU is not a democratic union. Germany has gained so 
much strength today that it won’t have to worry about persuading 
people to join that 10-nation configuration: It can demand that 
they do! It is gaining that much financial and economic power—
and also rapidly growing in military power. Germany has estab-
lished real authority. 

We have reached a tipping point that will begin to 
move events in Europe faster than ever. Britain was the 
real instrument in stopping Hitler in World War ii, at least in the 
beginning. It has been the biggest obstacle slowing Europe from 
moving forward with its plans. Getting Britain out of the way is 
like moving a boulder off the highway: Now Germany can move 
at lightning speed!

The idea that Britain decided to pull out of the EU is a big 
deceit. It was pushed into a situation where it was forced out. 
This has been plotted and planned for years.

What Herbert Armstrong Said
The prophecies in the Bible are sure. It was because of those 
prophecies that Herbert W. Armstrong foretold—decades in 

advance—exactly what we are seeing today!
Here is what he wrote in 1956—55 years ago. This 

is phenomenal! Speaking about the uniting of Eu-
ropean nations, he wrote, “We Americans, with the 
British, gave them the idea. We’ve tried to organize 
the European nations together against Russia. They 
are going to unite against us! … The Germans 
are coming back from the destruction of World War ii 

in breathtaking manner. Germany is the economic and military 
heart of Europe. Probably Germany will lead and dominate the 
coming United States of Europe.

“But Britain will be no part of it!”
How did he know that? How do you explain that? Fifty-five 

years ago, he said not only that this European Union would come 
together and that Germany would dominate, but also that Britain 
would be ousted! Today it is being splashed across the headlines 
of news media around the world.

That ought to capture our attention. How could Mr. Arm-
strong possibly know? Because he understood Bible proph-
ecy. This is what Scripture said would happen. It isn’t 
something you have to guess about: You can absolutely 
know. co
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The British are being kicked out of the EU!

We have reached a tipping point that will begin to 
move events in Europe faster than ever. Getting 
Britain out of the way is like moving a boulder off the 
highway: Now Germany can move at lightning speed!
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The Bible is a coded book, and the only way we can 
decode it is to get help from God. One third of the Bible 
is prophecy, and 90 percent of it is for this end time. That 
prophecy is being fulfilled faster now than ever before! 

In recent times, America and Britain have been 
friends to the Germans. But Mr. Armstrong said those 
European nations, led by Germany, would unite against 
our nations. That is about to happen!

The United States allied with Britain to provide the 
real power to conquer the Germans in World Wars i 
and ii. Today, both America and Britain are drown-
ing in debt. America has the most debt of any nation 
in history, and it seems people have no clue how deadly 
dangerous that is. Meanwhile, Germany has never been 
stronger financially and economically! Its power is des-
tined to grow, and that will seriously impair America 
and Britain.

Understand: I am not putting the Germans down. 
The German people are a great people, and Bible 
prophecies explain that they will achieve marvelous 
things in the World Tomorrow, when Jesus Christ rules 
as King of kings. 

However, if you look at the Germans’ past, the reali-
ty is that they have been the deadliest warring people in 
history! Even in recent times, they started both world 
wars. And prophecy says the worst is yet to come.

Double Cross
After defeating Germany in World War ii, America 
and Britain helped to build it back into a power. They 
helped it to reach where it is today.

This makes what Germany just did to Britain all 
the more heinous. Pushing the British out of the EU 
was a blatant double cross. Germany has a history of 
double-crossing people. As Winston Churchill said, 
the Germans were very prone to betray their supposed 
friends and surprise and shock them by some sudden 
act. Prophecy reveals that they are going to double-
cross America as well. 

The Prophet Ezekiel foretold these events—and 
the good news he reveals is that all the suffering that is 
about to come from this, in the end, is going to help the 
whole world come to know God!

As I prove in my booklet Ezekiel—The End-Time 
Prophet (request a free copy), Ezekiel’s prophecy is only for this 
end time. Ezekiel wrote it when he was a prisoner; he couldn’t 
deliver the message. We must deliver it today, or he lived his life 
in vain.

Ezekiel 23 contains a prophecy about two women who com-
mitted immoral acts. Verse 4 reveals that these women, Aholah 
and Aholibah, represent Samaria and Jerusalem. This is an end-
time prophecy, so who are Samaria (which represented the 10 
tribes of Israel, anciently) and Jerusalem (which represented the 
ancient nation of Judah) today? 

Prophetically, Aholah refers to the modern nations descended 
from Israel—primarily America and Britain—and Aholibah re-
fers to the descendants of Judah, which today is the Jewish nation 
in the Middle East. 

Verse 5 reads, “And Aholah played the harlot when she was 
mine; and she doted on her lovers, on the Assyrians her 
neighbours.”

Who are the Assyrians in end-time prophecy? 

The Assyrians
Consider this: Virtually every historian draws attention to the 
war-like nature of the Assyrian people. James McCabe, author of 
History of the World, says the Assyrians were a “fierce, treacher-
ous race, delighting in the dangers of the chase and in war. The 
Assyrian troops were notably among the most formidable of an-
cient warriors …. They never kept faith when it was to their inter-
est to break treaties, and were regarded with suspicion by their 
neighbors in consequence of this characteristic …. In organiza-
tion and equipment of their troops, and in their system of attack 
and defense and their method of reducing fortified places, the 
Assyrians manifested a superiority to the nations by which they 
were surrounded.” 

Dr. Herman Hoeh, historian and author of Compendium of 
World History, wrote, “Ancient Assyria was the greatest war-
making power in all history” (Plain Truth, January 1963). 

James Hastings wrote, “The Assyrians of historic times 
were more robust, warlike, ‘fierce,’ than the mild industrial 

“I can’t tell you now 
which nations. But in all 
probability Belgium, Hol-
land, Denmark, Norway, 
Sweden and Switzerland will 
not join this federation. Defi-
nitely Britain will not be in it.” 

Herbert W. Armstrong 
Good News, May 1953
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Babylonians. … The whole organization of the state was essen-
tially military” (“Assyria and Babylonia,” Dictionary of the Bible). 

Leonard Cottrell, in The Anvil of Civilization, made this amaz-
ing statement: “In all the annals of human conquest, it is difficult 
to find any people more dedicated to bloodshed and slaughter 
than the Assyrians. Their ferocity and cruelty have few parallels 
save in modern times.” It’s interesting that Cottrell can only com-
pare their ferocity with those “in modern times.” 

Only one nation has stood out that way in modern times, and 
that is Germany. That is obviously what he is referring to here.

The Assyrians in prophecy are the modern-day Germans. 
As Herbert Armstrong wrote, “Today the descendants of those 
Assyrians are known to us as the German people” (The United 
States and Britain in Prophecy). You can see more proof of this 
truth in our October/November 2010 edition. It is extremely im-
portant for you to prove to yourself if you are to truly understand 
what is happening in Europe!

The warlike nature of the ancient Assyrians is clearly visible 
in that of the German people in modern times. 

“Not a single neighbor of the Germans,” wrote Emil Ludwig in 
1941, “could ever trust the Germans to remain peaceable. No mat-
ter how happy their condition, their restless passion would urge 
them on to ever more extreme demands” (The Germans: Double 
History of a Nation). You could certainly see that trait on display 
before World War ii, when nations made several concessions to the 
Germans to try to appease them, yet Hitler always wanted more.

After World War ii, many voices warned about the dangers in 
rebuilding war-ravaged Germany. The April 1952 edition of the 
Plain Truth contained this headline: “Does America Dare Arm 
Germany?” The article said, “Our leading generals in Europe have 
adamantly warned that Germany is a calculated risk.” Still, 
our nations went ahead and built it back up. Through the Marshall 
Plan, we poured millions and millions of dollars into Germany.

There were even voices of warning once a unified Europe be-
gan to build. 

Notice this remarkable statement from Herbert W. Armstrong 
in March 1973, writing about when Britain joined the European 
Community: “Britain is going to look back on Monday, Jan. 1, 
1973, in all probability, as a most tragically historic date—a 
date fraught with ominous potentialities! For that date marked 
the United Kingdom’s entry into the European Community.” 

In 1995, as the European project was gaining steam, Margaret 
Thatcher said this: “You have not anchored Germany to Europe,” 
which was the plan behind European unification. “You have an-
chored Europe to a newly dominant, unified Germany. In the 

end, my friends, you’ll find it will not work.” Mrs. Thatcher was 
absolutely correct!

Remember
Return now to Ezekiel’s prophecy. Verses 6-8 of chapter 23 go 
into greater detail about what is happening today: an illicit love 
affair between America, Britain and Germany!

America and Britain have convinced themselves that they 
have a wonderful friendship with the Germans. But is it true? If 
you see what just happened to Britain, you know it is not true!

Verse 9 reveals the terrifying outcome of this immoral rela-
tionship: “Wherefore I have delivered her [Aholah, represent-
ing America and Britain] into the hand of her lovers, into the 
hand of the Assyrians [Germany], upon whom she doted.” 

In a small way, this has already happened to Britain. But you 
watch as this prophecy is fulfilled completely: It is about to get 
far, far worse.

In 1953, Mr. Armstrong wrote about the unifying of this Eu-
ropean power, and concluded with the statement, “Definitely 
Britain will not be in it.” The reason he knew that is because 
Britain is going to be a victim of it!

In his 1978 book The Incredible Human Potential, Mr. Arm-
strong said again, “Britain will not be in that empire soon to 
come.” When he wrote Mystery of the Ages in 1985, he repeated 
that statement. 

In a co-worker letter dated June 10, 1980—nine years before 
the Berlin Wall fell—here is what he wrote, “It now looks entirely 
feasible that Yugoslavia may be included in this revived Roman 
empire. Also the pope’s native Poland and Romania, and possi-
bly Hungary.  Add Austria, Germany, Italy, Spain, Portugal and 
France.  There will be a union of ten nations in the general area 
of the medieval Roman Empire in the new united Europe. Proba-
bly Holland, Denmark, Norway and Sweden will not be included. 
But Ireland may. Britain will not!”

An astounding statement! Mr. Armstrong could never have 
made such statements if he didn’t understand biblical prophecy. 

The Bible is God’s Word. The living God prophesied all that, 
and He is bringing it to pass just like He said He would, in intri-
cate detail! This is a warning from God to all of us—primarily 
America and Britain.

Verse 17 talks about the Babylonians. That is speaking of a 
modern-day Babylon, which is actually a resurrection of the old 
Holy Roman Empire! 

Watch the news out of Eu-
rope. Notice that the European 

“Relations between 
Britain and Europe will 
continue to deteriorate 
until ‘The Lord shall bring 
a nation against thee 
from far … which shall 
not leave thee corn, wine 
or oil … he shall besiege 
thee in all thy gates …’ 
(Deuteronomy 28:49-52).” 

Plain Truth 
December 1964

“Watch events within 
Britain as it grapples 
with the reality of a 
failing love affair with 
German-led Europe. 
Watch for the very 
real and coming pros-
pect of Britain being 
asked to leave the 
European Union.”

Trumpet 
March/April 2001
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It is like 1940 all over again. Sev-
enty-one years after the Battle of Brit-
ain, the British once again stand alone 
against a German-dominated Europe. 

But this time, it isn’t Panzer tank barrels 
and V-2 rockets being aimed across the 
Channel: It is the accusing fingers of Eu-
rope’s most powerful leaders. 

Prime Minister David Cameron was 
ambushed Dec. 9, 2011. European elites 
knew Britain would never willingly cede 
custodianship of its financial system to 
Europe, yet they pushed for it anyway. 
When it was Mr. Cameron’s turn to speak, 
he was left with no choice but to reject EU 
domination. The Europeans were infuriat-
ed. Moments later, French President Nico-
las Sarkozy used that to justify an inter-
governmental treaty that left Britain out. 
European Union President Herman Van 
Rompuy then proposed moving forward 
with an intergovernmental agreement of 
the 17 eurozone nations. France seconded 
the motion, immediately followed by Ger-
many. It was as if Britain wasn’t even a 
member of the European Union.

Minutes later, every other European 
Union member had fallen in line—except 
Britain! 

Britain on the Menu
Conservative mep Daniel Hannan was in 
the European Parliament a few days after 
Mr. Cameron rejected the EU’s plan to 
solve its debt crisis. “I wish I could ad-
equately convey the intensity of the 
anti-British feeling in the Europe-
an Parliament,” he wrote. “In today’s 
debate on last week’s Brussels summit, 
speaker after speaker rose to denounce 
our entire nation as selfish, narrow-mind-
ed and arrogant. … You needed to be 
present, to hear the yowling and shrieking 
and desk-banging that accompanied every 
Anglophobic utterance” (emphasis added 
throughout). 

These weren’t minor or fringe EU of-
ficials. They were the voices of the Euro-
pean Union’s largest political parties! 

British  mep  Nigel Farage was also in 
the European Parliament following the 
EU summit, and reported via Twitter, 
“There’s a real hatred of the UK in the 
EP chamber today.”

One of the most arresting diatribes 
came from mep Guy Verhofstadt, Belgium’s 
former prime minister. “When you are in-
vited to a table,” he told Britain, “it is either 
as a guest or you are part of the menu.” 

European officials have decided how to 
make Britain pay for its actions. Rebecca 
Harms, leader of the European Greens, 
warned that Britain’s “selfish strategy” 
for protecting London as a financial hub 
“cannot [be] tolerate[d] any longer.” Euro-
pean Economics Commissioner Olli Rehn 
agreed. If Mr. Cameron’s decision to veto 
the plan was “intended to prevent bank-
ers and financial corporations of the City 
from being regulated, that’s not going to 
happen,” he warned. Europe, it seems, is 
about to step up its assault on Britain’s fi-
nancial sector regardless! 

That’s unwelcome news for Britain’s 
economy. In the 2009/10 tax year, the 
British government collected £53.4 billion 
in taxes from its financial services sector. 
That’s more than 10 percent of its taxes 
for the year. Britain’s financial services 
economy had a £35.2 billion trade surplus 
last year, the only industry that generated 
a substantial surplus. According to Han-
nan, the finance industry “is as important 
to [Britain] as heavy industry is to Ger-
many or agriculture to France.” 

Yet Britain’s financial sector is not 
the only asset Brussels is targeting. Eu-
ropean officials are openly talking about 

Britain, Beware! Europe Is Gunning for You
Seventy-one years after the Battle of Britain, the Isles once again stand alone against a 
German-dominated Europe.  By Brad Macdonald and Robert Morley

Central Bank is now being 
run by a Jesuit-trained Roman 
Catholic, Mario Draghi. He is 
authoritatively implement-
ing very strict fiscal policies 
among eurozone states. No-
tice that at the very summit in 
Brussels at which Britain was 
muscled out of Europe, lead-
ers received news that Pope 
Benedict xvi was “praying to 
the Virgin Mary for the sake 
of Italy and Europe” (Econo-
mist, Dec. 9, 2011). Keep an 
eye on the headlines, and 
you will see more and more 
evidence of the Vatican and Germany working together. The 
Bible foretold it, and we have been warning about it for years: the 
emergence yet again of that church-state combine called the Holy 
Roman Empire.

Read Deuteronomy 28:49-52, which warns of God 
bringing a destructive nation against modern Israel. It 
says of this power, “he shall besiege thee in all thy 

gates.” That is talking 
about a trading block-
ade. It’s about financ-
es and the economy. 
Somebody is going to 
damage America and 
Britain financially! Brit-
ain would absolutely 
starve to death shortly 
if it didn’t get its exports 
out and its imports in. 
The U.S. is going to suf-
fer deeply as well. 

“Britain will not 
be in that empire now 
building in Europe,” 

we wrote in the July 2004 Trumpet. “And when those headlines 
f lash across the pages of newspapers worldwide proclaiming 
Britain’s exit from an otherwise united Europe, remember that 
one man and where you read it first.” 

Remember what Herbert W. Armstrong said 50, 60, even 70 
years ago! When you see those headlines—and they are right 
there to see—remember who told you that! He thundered that 

“Whether Britain is forced out or 
whether it voluntarily leaves the 
EU, one thing is certain: ‘Britain 
will not be in that empire’ now 
building in Europe. And when 
those headlines splash across 
the pages of newspapers world-
wide, proclaiming Britain’s exit 
from an otherwise united Eu-
rope, remember that one man 
and where you read it first!”

Trumpet 
July 2004
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cancelling Britain’s annual rebate check 
(£2.7 billion in 2010). “The British check 
… is now up for question,” European 
People’s Party leader Joseph Daul said on 
December 13. “Tax monies should be spent 
on someone else rather than compensat-
ing selfish nationalism.”

Asked if he was declaring financial 
war, Daul haughtily responded, “There 
will be no tanks, no Kalashnikovs before 
Christmas.”

Liberated Europe 
The EU has decisive political power over 
Britain too. Using carefully crafted legis-
lation over many years, Brussels has been 
expanding its reach into virtually every 
crack and cranny of British society. In 
an effort to appear democratic and avoid 
a public brouhaha with Britain, the EU’s 
legislative assault has been slow and deft. 
That will now change.

After Britain’s public revolt in 

December, Brussels no longer has to 
tread carefully. Using  qualified ma-
jority voting, European officials can 
continue to create and impose all sorts 
of painful new legislation. In fact, now 
that Britain is considered the enemy, 
expect Europe’s legislative and politi-
cal assault on Britain to intensify! 

Right now, Britons are enjoying a 
sense of liberation from standing up 
to Germany and Brussels. But in the 
coming weeks and months, new feel-
ings will set in: fear, then dread, and 
eventually horror. You see, without 
Britain around to slow things down, 
Europe’s transformation into a Ger-
man-led United States of Europe will 
speed up! 

European elites are working to 
destroy national sovereignty. A new 
political and economic superpower 
is rising in Europe, and the knives 
are coming out against anyone who 
stands in the way. Some nations know 
it and are getting in line. Other na-

tions, like Britain, are about to find out 
the hard way. 

When that European superstate emerg-
es, the only thing standing between it and 
Britain will be a tiny strip of water! 

Britain needs to stop celebrating, start 
praying and realize: It is no longer dining 
with Germany and its allies at Europe’s 
table. It is on the menu, waiting to be de-
voured.� n

message for all those years, telling us everything that was com-
ing. And we have continued to proclaim the same message.

Will you heed these warnings?

Good News in the End
In Ezekiel 23:36, God says He wants His loyal, faithful people to 
go to the modern nations of Israel and declare their abomi-
nations! God is deeply upset and disgusted with the sins and 
immorality saturating America and Britain today!

Terrible suffering is coming. The prophecies are sure—we are 
watching them unfold!

And what makes that so wonderful is that, if you follow 
those prophecies out, they directly lead to the Second Com-
ing of Jesus Christ!

Look how the good news, the positive outcome, begins to be 
revealed in verses 48-49: “Thus will I cause lewdness to cease out 
of the land, that all women may be taught not to do after your 
lewdness. And they shall recompense your lewdness upon you, 
and ye shall bear the sins of your idols: and ye shall know 
that I am the Lord God.” After all the punishment God is go-
ing to put them through, they will get to know God. In the end, 
all that suffering is going to bring people to get to know God! 
Nothing could be more important than that. It is a very difficult 

way to learn this lesson, but what wonderful news!
Still, how terrible that they won’t listen to God’s Word now, 

and turn from their sin. They have to suffer unimaginably before 
they will turn to God and get to know Him.

Why won’t we listen now to God’s Word, heed what He says, 
and let Him protect us from all of this? God will do so. He has 
promised it in the Bible, and He cannot lie! But we must do our 
part as well: We have to respond to God, and obey Him and live 
as He commands.

Take a good look at Europe, especially at Germany, in light 
of God’s prophecies. God put those warnings in Scripture for a 
reason: because He wants to save us from that suffering! 

Go back into recent history. Realize how many millions of 
people in World Wars i and ii fought and bled and died in or-
der to prevent Germany from ruling over them! Yet now, Ger-
many rules Europe once again! What does that portend for 
this world? Both history and prophecy loudly cry out the answer! 
There is no excuse for us not knowing that! 

But here is the good news. It is all a sign leading directly into 
the Second Coming of Jesus Christ. The Messiah is about to 
return to rule this world, and 
bring it true prosperity and 
peace and joy!� n

new financial 
world order   
A statue outside the European 
Parliament building heralds the 
future of European economics. 
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It’s a long-cherished American 
dream: seeing our children enjoy a 
better life than we had. And from the 
nation’s beginning, when the found-

ers declared the “self-evident” truth that 
all people have the right to “life, liberty 
and the pursuit of happiness,” the United 
States’ remarkably steady growth in pros-
perity has made that dream come true for 
untold multitudes.

In today’s dismal economic climate, 
though, most Americans think the run 
is over—that we are the generation to 
witness the withering of that perennial 
promise. Not even one in five Americans 
believes today’s children will be better off 
than their parents. Two in three say the 
kids will have it worse.

It looks like—as President Obama said 
back in January 2009, after news of espe-
cially nasty economic contraction—we 
are starting to experience “the American 
Dream in reverse.”

Such pessimism is not without justi-
fication. The nation’s economic woes are 
hitting young men harder than just about 
anyone; more and more are moving back 
in with Dad and Mom. Gloomy near-
term factors like job losses are coupled 
with longer-range realities like the grow-
ing ranks of retirees and the unsustain-
ability of Social Security. The dream of 

homeownership—of building 
equity over the lifetime of a 30-
year mortgage—has become 

a castle in the air: Home equity has col-
lapsed from $13 trillion at the height of 
the housing boom to $6.5 trillion. The 
wealth gap between the old and young has 
grown eye-poppingly wide. And evidence 
abounds that the nation’s economic de-
cline is irreversible.

But hold on a moment. Before anybody 
leaps off a bridge, let’s step back from the 
brink and assess the big picture.

Two important truths will give us some 
much-needed perspective on the threat to 
the American Dream.

Just What Is the American Dream?
First, we need to challenge our assump-
tions about the need for endlessly rising 
prosperity of the sort we enjoy today.

At one time, the focus of what is more 
or less an “official national dream” was 
different. It wasn’t about any particular 
possessions or income level, but about op-
portunity being available to anyone who 
went after it. Even the scrappy immigrant 
of low station, if he worked hard, had a bet-
ter chance of giving his children a leg up in 
America than anywhere else in the world.

But that focus began to shift in the 
1930s with the shared-sacrifice principle 
introduced by fdr’s New Deal. If all work-
ers pitched in, the government could es-
tablish Social Security to ensure that re-
tirees could enjoy their sunset years free of 
want. It was perhaps the first time that the 
model American lifestyle was attached to 

a particular material promise.
This trend quickly took aggressive 

hold in people’s minds. At the end of 
World War ii, the G.I. Bill offered return-
ing veterans low-interest home loans, and 
enterprising developers began using mass 
production to erect inexpensive houses for 
the everyman. After decades of around 45 
percent of American families living in 
homes they personally owned, that num-
ber ballooned to 55 percent by 1950, and 62 
percent by 1960. Just like that, homeown-
ership became a new facet of the Ameri-
can Dream. Riding a wave of postwar 
prosperity, Americans also began to enjoy 
higher levels of car and television owner-
ship. The aim of sending the kids to col-
lege became mainstream.

In the middle of this unprecedented 
upsurge in standards of living—and 
helping to fuel it—was a mushrooming 
of consumer credit. At a comparatively 
small $2.6 billion in 1945, the nation’s per-
sonal-debt monster grew to $45 billion by 
1960—and $105 billion just a decade after 
that. Meanwhile, Americans’ expecta-
tions of what life should offer f loated up 
into the troposphere: a bigger house, a 
second car, a fancy annual vacation. The 
free spending transformed what was once 
the world’s biggest creditor nation into, in 
1986, its biggest debtor nation.

There is something magnanimous 
about parents wanting something bet-
ter for the next generation. “A good man 

Will Your Children Be 
Better Off Than You?

The ‘American Dream’ is taking a beating. Most people 
think today’s youth will have it worse off than we did. 

But they are wrong—and here is why!  By Joel HillikeR
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leaveth an inheritance to his children’s 
children,” the proverb says. But clearly, 
during these pie-in-the-sky years, the 
American Dream got unhinged from the 
virtues of hard work, responsibility and 
self-control. And the inherent falseness 
in expecting a never-ending ascent in ma-
terial abundance was exposed. As Gregg 
Easterbrook wrote in his 2003 book The 
Progress Paradox, “For at least a century, 
Western life has been dominated by a rev-
olution of rising expectations: Each gen-
eration expected more than its anteced-
ent. Now most Americans and Europeans 
already have what they need, in addition 
to considerable piles of stuff they don’t 
need.”

Today, even as Americans consume 
more and enjoy more luxuries and a high-
er standard of living than ever, a major-
ity of them say they consider the Ameri-
can Dream unachievable. Nothing is ever 
enough. Whatever they have, they feel 
entitled to so much more. Satisfaction and 
contentment are ever just over the horizon.

Don’t buy into this poisonous, delu-
sional thinking. Square your values with 
reality. And make sure you’re passing on to 
your children a wealth of what really mat-
ters in life. (Our reprint article “How to Be 
Rich” might help. Request a free copy.)

Just What Is America’s Future?
The second truth we need to understand 
in order to gain perspective on the state of 
the American Dream involves the broad-
er view of the nation’s economic future. 
Much evidence points to decline for the 
foreseeable future. But other even more 
sure proof shows that the long-term out-
look is much, much dreamier.

Consider this seriously. A recent Gal-
lup poll found 65 percent of Americans 
believe the Bible “answers all or most of 
the basic questions of life.” The Pew Fo-
rum on Religion and Public Life found 
that 78 percent of Americans—nearly 8 
in 10—say the Bible is the “Word of God”; 
and of those, almost half believe “it is to be 
taken literally, word for word.”

That means nearly 40 percent of Amer-
icans consider the Bible literally God’s 
Word, and every word of it true.

Are you one of them? If so, consider this.
A full third of the Bible is prophecy. 

And very prominent within 
that prophecy are rich, vivid 
descriptions of a future world 
very different from our own. It 

is a world of universal prosperity. Not one 
in which a single nation provides oppor-
tunities to succeed for a span of a handful 
of generations—but in which all peoples 
and all nations enjoy such benefits for cen-
turies. That is what God wants! Think of 
the American Dream—and multiply it by 
billions!

In front of the United Nations build-
ing in New York City stands a statue of a 
man beating his sword into a plowshare. 
This inspiring image comes from a pas-
sage in Isaiah. The book of Micah quotes 
the same passage: “nation shall not lift up 
a sword against nation, neither shall they 
learn war any more.” Here, though, the 
prophecy continues: “But they shall sit ev-
ery man under his vine and under his fig 
tree; and none shall make them afraid: for 
the mouth of the Lord of hosts hath spo-

ken it” (Micah 4:3-4).
This is a prophecy of God installing an 

economic system worldwide that revolves 
around universal land ownership, just as 
it did in ancient Israel (1 Kings 4:25). In 
God’s society, every family will own prop-
erty, the very basis of producing abun-
dance and wealth.

“… I will cause the shower to come 
down in his season; there shall be show-
ers of blessing. And the tree of the field 
shall yield her fruit, and the earth shall 
yield her increase, and they shall be safe 
in their land, and shall know that I am the 
Lord ...” (Ezekiel 34:26-27). “Showers of 
blessing”—what a wonderful expression. 
Rain is a blessing only God can give, and 
He blesses the obedient abundantly. Their 
fields, crops, orchards and vines will be so 
productive, and yields so great, that they 
cannot keep up! They will still be harvest-
ing when it comes time to sow the fields 
with new crops (Amos 9:13).  

God says He will bless us in the city, 
bless us in the field, bless our health and 
our children, our livestock and crops, our 
savings, our security and all the work of 
our hands. These are all promises He gave 
to ancient Israel (Deuteronomy 28). Those 

people disobeyed Him and were cursed, 
but all of mankind will soon obey God and 
receive all of these incredible blessings—
especially a repentant modern Israel!

Imagine quality city life being afford-
able. Imagine a city providing enough 
stable, decent jobs that unemployment 
is next to nil, and everyone enjoys aff lu-
ence. Imagine a city devoid of run-down, 
impoverished slums and ghettos. “… Thus 
says the Lord of hosts: My cities shall again 
overf low with prosperity …” (Zechariah 
1:17; Revised Standard Version).

Sound too good to be true? God chal-
lenges you to believe it! “Bring ye all the 
tithes into the storehouse, that there may 
be meat in mine house, and prove me now 
herewith, saith the Lord of hosts, if I will 
not open you the windows of heaven, and 
pour you out a blessing, that there shall 
not be room enough to receive it” (Mala-
chi 3:8-10). 

Believe it or not, America is specifically 
described within those prophecies as re-
joicing in those blessings!

The British nations and the United 
States—the modern-day descendants of 
Ephraim and Manasseh—became the 
wealthiest and most powerful nations on 
Earth in this end time (because of Abra-
ham’s obedience to God). This status and 
power has faded from Britain, and is now 
fading from the United States. But their re-
cent status among nations is only a foretaste 
of even greater wealth and power to come—
in God’s service—once all of Israel is living 
in obedience to the government of God.

“Therefore they shall come and sing in 
the height of Zion, and shall flow together 
to the goodness of the Lord, for wheat, and 
for wine, and for oil, and for the young of 
the f lock and of the herd: and their soul 
shall be as a watered garden; and they 
shall not sorrow any more at all …. and 
my people shall be satisfied with my good-
ness, saith the Lord” (Jeremiah 31:12, 14).  

An understanding of biblical prophecy 
reveals that, yes, we are in for some ex-
tremely difficult times in the short term. 
But these troubles are in fact signs that 
we are on the threshold of that far better 
world! They are signs that Jesus Christ is 
just about to return!

We are, in truth, the generation to 
witness the blossoming of that perennial 
promise! And that long-cherished dream 
of seeing our children enjoy a better life 
than we had will become a reality far more 
awesome than we ever imagined.� n

Today, even as Americans consume 
more and enjoy more luxuries and  

a higher standard of living than ever, 
a majority of them say they consider 
the American Dream unachievable. 

Nothing is ever enough.
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It is a pop-culture phenomenon. 
It’s one of the most popular shows on 
television, and the top entertainment 
series among teens. It’s a spellbind-
ing musical comedy, set on a bright, 
beautiful campus, that follows the 

day-to-day antics of a high school glee club. 
Sounds sweet and innocent, right? 

Well, last November, an episode of 
Glee—which airs in prime time and is 
adored by millions of children and teens—
depicted two male homosexual teenagers 
losing their virginity. 

Unpleasant as this subject is, it is im-
portant to discuss. For sure, it would be 
easier to remain silent, to ignore this sor-
did show, to join the majority in being 
“open minded” and “tolerant,” or in the 
very least, quiet. But that is exactly why 
this toxic show is so popular. 

More significantly, that’s how the cre-
ators of Glee—activists of the radical ho-
mosexual juggernaut conquering Amer-

ica—want you and me to react. 
Tragically, that’s how most 

people are reacting. 

Whimpers and Gripes 
Take the Parents Television Council, the 
leading television watchdog in the United 
States. The ptc slammed the Nov. 8, 2011, 
Glee episode as “reprehensible.” Not be-
cause of the flagrant teenage homosexual-
ity—it said “the gender of the high school 
characters involved is irrelevant”—but be-
cause it celebrated “children having sex.” 

The ptc is right, of course. Celebrat-
ing teens engaging in sexual activity on 
tv only promotes it in real life. But where 
was the similarly stinging rebuke of teen-
age homosexuality, a theme that pervades 
Glee, and especially that episode? 

Liz Perle, the editor in chief of Com-
mon Sense Media, was even more blasé. 
“Homosexuality is a part of life in our 
kids’ world—no matter what your family’s 
beliefs are,” she stated. Instead of criti-
cizing Glee, Perle encouraged parents to 
watch the episode with their children and 
educate them on homosexuality. How’s 
that for advice from the head honcho of 
“Common Sense Media”?

Although a handful of mostly Christian 

organizations and bloggers had stronger 
criticisms, the reaction of “conservatives” to 
the episode was feeble. Meanwhile, the lib-
eral activists responded with effusive praise 
for Fox. “The actual sex aspect of the story 
lines [was] treated quite delicately,” wrote 
Kevin Fallon at the Atlantic. Entertainment 
Weekly described the episode as “incredibly 
moving.” The prevailing opinion was that 
Fox nailed it, that this milestone in televi-
sion history was handled beautifully, with 
dignity and sophistication. 

To be sure, the “conservative” reaction 
was pathetic. What was more astonish-
ing (and telling), however, was that most 
“conservatives” didn’t even recognize 
their defeat! Homosexual activists, on 
the other hand, loudly celebrated what 
they knew was a milestone victory for ho-
mosexuality on network television. “The 
remarkable, if not revolutionary other el-
ement here,” wrote Fallon, “is that the de-
cision by gay teen characters to lose their 
virginities is given equal weight to that of 
a straight couple. … From the nerves to 
the passion to the actual footage of the act, 

Avoid being crushed by 
the radical homosexual 
juggernaut. 

flee g ee

by brad 
macdonald 
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Blaine and Kurt’s first time was given the 
same consideration, weight and respect as 
their straight counterparts—a milestone 
for network tv” (emphasis added).

The success of that Glee episode, and 
the feeble reaction it elicited from “conser-
vatives,” was certainly a measure of how 
widely accepted homosexuality has be-
come. Be assured too, the activists in Hol-
lywood noted the silence of the “conserva-
tives” and are already planning their next 
“milestone.” Right now they’re thinking to 
themselves, If we can get away with show-
ing teenagers engaging in homosexual sex 
on prime-time television, what can’t we do? 

A Whole New Meaning to the Term
This was a victory for the radical homo-
sexual juggernaut too—one more step in 
a comprehensive strategy for making per-
versity mainstream.

Much like the forefathers of the move-
ment did with the word gay, the activist 
creators of Glee chose a title that invokes 
joy and conjures a mesmerizing world of 
teenage fun. From there, the show’s cre-
ators associated homosexuality with glee. 
Each episode overflows with well-dressed, 
perfectly complexioned, vibrant teens—
mostly waif-like, hairless, pink-shirt, 
tight-jean-wearing metrosexuals—living 
a carefree life. Each episode is peppered 
with catchy, delightfully sung show tunes, 
smartly choreographed (albeit effeminate) 
dancing and, of course, plenty of teenage 
sex. Glee is a teenager’s paradise, a world 
without shadows or blemishes, without law 
and authority, without financial or moral 
constraints—and without consequences. 

There’s no recognition of the fact that 
homosexual relations are far more danger-
ous to physical health than heterosexual 
relations. There is nothing said about how 
homosexual teens are more than twice as 
likely to experience depression. There’s no 
mention that between 30 and 40 percent of 
homosexual teens have attempted suicide, 
that the suicide rate among homosex-
ual teens is three to four times high-
er than among their heterosexual 
peers. Are we not concerned about such 
effects? Do we really want our teens in-
volved in such self-destructive behavior?

In fact, Glee puts homosexuality on a 
pedestal. Like so many of the homosexu-
als on tv, Glee’s homosexual characters 
are usually the happiest, the trendiest, the 
most popular, the best dressed, and the 

most sophisticated and cultured. 
The message is subtle but strong: 

The homosexual lifestyle is some-
thing to aspire to! 

In many ways, Glee is the perfect ex-
ample of how the broader homosexual 
movement operates. The goal of this 
movement is to remove the historic stigma 
attached to homosexuality, to change the 
core values about marriage and family, to 
cultivate the cultural acceptance of ho-
mosexuality. To make homosexuality as 
natural and normal as eating, or driving, 
or heterosexuality (sidebar, page 11). 

There is a direct connection be-
tween entertainment like Glee and the 
homosexual movement’s ruthless and 
mostly unimpeded invasion of Western 
society and culture, of our politics and le-
gal system, and of our educational system. 
The homosexual juggernaut has followed 
a simple but effective formula. First, get 
people to accept homosexuality on the 
screen. Once that happens, most people 
will accept it in other parts of their lives, 
in their textbooks and courthouses, and 
in their tax codes and cafes. 

Consider homosexuality’s advance in 
Western society. Since Massachusetts be-
came the first state to legalize same-sex 
“marriage” in 2004, six states have jumped 
on the bandwagon. Last July, California 
Gov. Jerry Brown signed a bill requiring 
public schools to teach students about the 
contributions of “lesbian, gay, bisexual 
and transgender [lgbt] Americans” to 
U.S. history. In New York, a curriculum is 
being developed that will educate middle 
and high schoolers in homosexual prac-
tices and other unmentionable fetishes. 
Meanwhile, across America, legal and 
other actions are being carried out against 
ministers, students, parents and virtually 
anyone who opposes homosexuality. 

Britain is under assault too. In Liv-
erpool, homosexual hangouts are now 
identified by rainbow emblems on public 
signs. The British government is throw-
ing the book at hotel owners who refuse 
homosexual couples, registrars who re-
fuse to marry homosexuals, foster parents 
who oppose homosexuality, and adoption 
agencies that won’t assign children to ho-
mosexual couples. The government is also 
rewriting school curricula to condone and 
promote the lgbt lifestyle. 

In Australia, the state of Queensland 
last November voted to legalize same-sex 

civil unions. Five of the nation’s eight states 
and territories now recognize homosexu-
al unions. It is now just a matter of time 
before same-sex “marriage” legislation, 
which would require a change to the Mar-
riage Act on the federal level, is introduced.

Meanwhile in all these nations, the 
large majority of the populace—having al-
ready been brainwashed by the media into 
accepting homosexuality—does nothing!

Why Is Glee Victorious?
One of the main reasons for the homosex-
ual movement’s success is the weakness, 
manifested in silence and inactivity, of its 
victims. Despite the way it appears on tele-
vision, most people today are not homo-
sexual. And although the number of peo-
ple supporting homosexuality is rising, a 
large number still oppose it. Why then, are 
the vast majority of people, even “conser-
vatives” and supposed Christians, silent? 
Why do so many oppose homosexuality 
inwardly, but very, very few have the moral 
fortitude and willpower to stand up to it? 

Author and columnist David Kupelian 
addressed these questions in the Novem-
ber 2010 issue of Whistleblower. “Very 
simply,” he wrote, “most people in today’s 
America, including conservatives, are 
afraid of ‘the gay issue.’ Although most 
know deep down there’s something wrong 
with homosexuality, they don’t want to be 
called ‘intolerant,’ ‘bigoted,’ ‘hateful,’ or 
‘homophobic.’” 

There’s no doubt that fear is part of it. 
But fear doesn’t always mean capitulation. 
Fear can be conquered. The soldier on the 
battlefield has plenty to fear, but his devo-
tion to the cause enables him to overcome 
his fear. “There is no fear in love,” wrote the 
Apostle John, “but perfect love casteth 
out fear” (1 John 4:18). 

If you look back over the past few de-
cades, you’ll notice that the emergence of 
homosexuality into the mainstream has 
occurred simultaneously with a cultural 
devaluing of traditional marriage and 
family. This is not a coincidence. 

Both the birth of the homosexual 
movement and the current cultural dis-
regard of traditional marriage and family 
can be traced back to the 1960s. This was 
an era marked by the pursuit of freedom 
from sexual repression, gender inequality 

Once most people accept homosexuality on the screen, they will accept it in other 
parts of their lives, in their textbooks and courthouses, and in their tax codes and cafes.
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and traditional roles. For many, this meant 
attacking the institution considered most 
responsible for infringing on sexual free-
dom and women’s rights: traditional mar-
riage and family.

So, beginning in the ’60s, traditional 
marriage fell under near-constant attack 
from feminists and intellectuals, from poli-
ticians and the media, and eventually, even 
religious leaders. The assault on marriage 
has been wildly successful. While the num-
ber of people marrying remained high, the 
role of marriage in society and the value 
people placed on it waned. Soon, the results 
of the war on marriage were evident: sky-
rocketing rates of divorce, single mother-
hood, abortions and promiscuous sex. 

But there was another effect: The ho-
mosexual movement blossomed.  

The movement gained traction in the 
wake of the June 11, 1969, “Stonewall riot,” 
when a group of homosexuals patronizing 
the Stonewall Inn in New York revolted 
against a police demand to disperse. Then 
it made great strides during the 1970s and 
reached new heights when it bullied the 
American Psychiatric Association in 1973 
into removing homosexuality from its list 
of official mental disorders. Although it suf-
fered some setbacks during the ’80s, largely 
because of aids, it was gaining ground 
again by the early ’90s, thanks to the calcu-
lated efforts of homosexual activists. 

Twenty years later, we’re at the point 
where homosexual teenagers lose their 
virginity to each other in prime time and 
no one bats an eye! 

Without traditional marriage as the 
defining influence governing human 
relations, new ideas—and age-old perver-
sions—crept into the mainstream. As the 
value society placed on heterosexual mar-
riage and traditional family diminished, 
the more prone people became to condon-
ing alternative relationships—most nota-
bly homosexuality. 

The cultural embrace of homosexual-
ity is a direct result of our rejection of tra-
ditional marriage!

Like the soldier on the battlefield, if 
Americans understood the importance 
of marriage, if they valued it as the in-
stitution critical to national success, 
they would be motivated to fight for it. 
Sure, they might fear the repercussions 

of taking on the homosexual 
juggernaut—but their love 
of traditional marriage would 

overpower that fear! 
In 2 Peter 2, the Apostle Peter warned 

that in the time immediately prior to 
Christ’s return, all sorts of horrible sins, 
particularly homosexuality, would be 
prevalent. In verse 6, God even compares 
today’s world to ancient Sodom and Go-
morrah, two cities overloaded with sexual 
perversions. In verse 7, Peter recalls that 
God “delivered just Lot, [who was] vexed 
with the filthy conversation of the wicked.” 

Notice the word vexed. It means ex-
hausted with, or afflicted by, or grievous-
ly pained. Lot, as editor in chief Gerald 
Flurry wrote in his booklet The Epistles of 
Peter—A Living Hope, was tormented “by 
the appalling homosexuality that satu-
rated his surroundings.” Even when radi-
cal homosexuals threatened to beat down 
his door and kill him, he boldly refused 
their demands. Verse 8 explains why Lot 
was repulsed by the rampant homosexu-
ality: “For that righteous man dwell-
ing among them, in seeing and hearing, 
vexed his righteous soul from day to 
day with their unlawful deeds.”

Lot’s abhorrence of sexual perversion 
was a measure of his righteousness. 

What a powerful condemnation of 
our society today. Our cultural embrace 
of sexual immorality is a measure of our 
wickedness. 

What Is the Solution?
When you understand the reason for the 
homosexual movement’s unimpeded ad-
vance into Western culture, the strategy 
for confronting it is obvious. It’s not a so-
lution most people will willingly embrace. 

But you can, and should! 
The solution is coming to deeply 

value and understand the God- 
ordained institution of marriage 
and family! 

This doesn’t mean simply getting back 
to marriage the way it was in the 1930s or 
the 1800s. Though marriages for the most 
part were healthier and more productive in 
the “olden days,” they were far from perfect. 

The first and most important step you 
can take to avoid being crushed by the 
homosexual juggernaut is to learn to un-
derstand and value marriage the way God 
does.

The Bible clearly reveals that God cre-
ated marriage, that He created specific 
roles for the man and woman, and that He 
created family. In Genesis 1:26 we learn 
that man was created in the image and 
likeness of God Himself. We are not part 
of the animal kingdom, and God did not 
create us to behave like animals. In Gen-
esis 2, we learn the reason God created fe-
males. Verse 18 recalls that God looked at 
Adam, the first man, and said, “It is not 
good that the man should be alone; I will 
make him an help meet for him.” 

In verse 22 it is recorded that God 
“made a woman [not another man], and 
brought her unto the man.” 

Finally in verses 24-25 we see the first 
marriage, officiated by God in the Garden 
of Eden: “Therefore shall a man leave his 
father and his mother, and shall cleave 
unto his wife: and they shall be one flesh. 
And they were both naked, the man and 
his wife, and were not ashamed.” How 
clear: God created marriage!

Why did God want men and women 
to marry? Perhaps the best explanation is 
found in Ephesians 5. Verses 20 through 31 
of this chapter discuss the marriage rela-
tionship, specifically the roles of husband 
and wife. Notice how the Apostle Paul 
concludes this passage in verse 31: “This is 
a great mystery: but I speak concerning 
Christ and the church.”

That is an incredible statement—but 
there it is, canonized in the Word of God: 
Physical marriage is a type of a higher, 
spiritual marriage, the now-imminent 
marriage between Jesus Christ and His 
spiritual bride. This doctrine is the nucleus 
of Herbert W. Armstrong’s groundbreak-
ing book The Missing Dimension in Sex. 

“God blessed mankind with the holy 
God-plane institution of marriage—the 

The first and most important step you can take to avoid being crushed by the 
homosexual juggernaut is to learn to understand and value marriage the way God does.
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All According to Plan
The forefathers of the 

modern homosexuality 
movement have worked 

relentlessly to promote 
their lifestyle. In books and 
magazines, in art, music and 
fashion, on television, they 
have portrayed a lifestyle that 
is bright, happy and creative, 
with homosexuals living a life 
of margaritas and mardi gras, 
glossy magazines and flashy 
clothes. Like Glee¸ the jug-
gernaut for decades now has 
sold the homosexual lifestyle 
as one without shadows or 
blemishes, without law and 
authority, without financial or 
moral constraints—and with-
out consequences. 

Think about it. When have 
you seen a documentary on 
mainstream television, or a 
prominent politician before 
Congress, openly discuss the 
darker side of homosexual-
ity—the diseases, the guilty 
consciences, the family 
breakdown? 

But did you know the 
movement operates this way 
by design? That it has a spe-
cific, calculated strategy? 

This strategy can be traced 
back to February 1988, when 
activists from 175 organiza-
tions gathered to discuss 
the issue. Shortly after that 
conference, activists Marshall 
Kirk and Hunter Madsen pub-
lished the strategy for selling 
homosexuality to America. 
Published in May 1989, After 
the Ball: How America Will 
Conquer Its Fear and Hatred of 
Gays in the ’90s lays out, with 
candor and in explicit detail, 
the homosexual strategy for 
winning over America. 

Kirk and Madsen weren’t 
secretive about their agenda. 
“The campaign we outline in 
this book, though complex, 
depends centrally upon a 
program of unabashed pro-
paganda, firmly grounded in 
long-established principles of 
psychology and advertising,” 
they wrote. The purpose of 
their plan, explained marketing 
expert Paul Rondeau of Regent 
University, was to “force accep-
tance of homosexual culture 
into the mainstream, to silence 
opposition, and ultimately to 
convert American society.”

Twenty-two years on, 
there’s no refuting that their 
plan has worked—at every 
stage—spectacularly!

Shows like Glee follow it 
to the letter. 

Consider a few highlights 
from After the Ball. “When 
you’re very different, and 
people hate you for it,” ex-
plained Kirk and Madsen, 
“this is what you do: first, you 
get your foot in the door, by 
being as similar as possible; 
then, and only then—when 
your one little difference is 
finally accepted—can you 
start dragging in your other 
peculiarities, one by one. You 
hammer in the wedge narrow 
end first.” Glee followed that 
instruction perfectly!

Another goal of the ho-
mosexual movement is what 
Kirk and Madsen label “con-
version”—that is, “conversion 
of the average American’s 
emotions, mind and will 
through a planned psychological 
attack, in the form of propa-
ganda fed to the nation via 
the media.” They couldn’t 

have been more explicit!
Notice, too: These guys 

speak in terms of war!
They even gave tactics for 

bringing about “conversion.” 
In conversion, they wrote, 
“the target [the average 
American] is shown his crowd 
actually associating with gays 
in good fellowship.” Kirk and 
Madsen then explained that 
if the antagonist is consis-
tently deluged with carefully 
constructed scenes of people 
just like him enjoying positive 
relations with homosexuals, 
his hostility toward homosex-
uality will eventually subside. 
Do it long enough, and he’ll 
eventually endorse and even 
gravitate toward the homo-
sexual lifestyle!

Here’s another tactic, 
employed perfectly by Glee 
(among other shows). “The 
main thing is to talk about gay-
ness until the issue becomes 
thoroughly tiresome,” wrote Kirk 
and Madsen. “[S]eek sensitiza-
tion and nothing more …. If you 
can get [heterosexuals] to think 
[homosexuality] is just another 
thing—meriting it no more 
than a shrug of the shoul-
ders—then your battle for legal 
and social rights is virtually won.” 

The last part of that 
statement is telling: Win the 
culture war, and you win the 
legal war! 

Put another way, those 
who accept homosexual 
teenagers losing their virginity 
on television are much more 
likely to accept pro-homo-
sexual curricula in schools, 
pro-homosexual agendas 
in the workplace, and even 
same-sex “marriage.”

very picture of the Christ-Church rela-
tionship,” Mr. Armstrong wrote in that 
book. “God endowed mankind with the 
God-plane institution of the family and 
the home—the very type of the Kingdom 
of God into which we may be born. Thus 
God ordained that even in this mortal life 
we may experience the blessing of family 
life, to prepare us for life in the Kingdom 
of God!” 

That statement, rooted in Scripture, 
explains the vital importance of tradi-
tional marriage and family! 

As you come to understand God’s 
view of marriage and family, it’s impor-
tant that you start purging from your life 
and mind anything that undermines this 
perspective. 

Why not start with your tv diet? Re-
member, shows like Glee are deadly. It’s so 

easy to get caught up in the emotion, in 
the visual, sensual appeal—and to forget 
that brightness is not evidence of purity; 
that smiles are not always signs of hap-
piness; and that the perfect harmonies 
and slick dancing are not the result of a 
healthy, stable lifestyle. In 2 Corinthians 
11, the Apostle Paul writes, “Satan himself 
is transformed into an angel of light.” 

The devil is appealing; he can sing like 
Pavarotti and dance like Astaire—but he’s 
mean and miserable; he is the ultimate 
mastermind behind the radical homosex-
ual movement!

Another tip: Make sure God, not the 
media or the fashion industry, is shap-
ing your definition of what it means to 
be a man or woman. It’s no coincidence 
that Glee, and pretty much every other 
television show these days, is missing the 
barrel-chested outdoorsman, a man with 
hair on his chest, a deep voice, strong ges-
tures, a love of sports, art and fine music, 
a likeable personality and quick intellect, 
and a respect for and willingness to serve 
women. In other words, anything resem-
bling the traditional, masculine man! 

If you really want to know what it 
means to be a man, study the lives of Da-
vid, and Daniel, and Jesus Christ. If you 
want an idea of what it means to be a god-
ly woman, study the biblical example of 
Hannah, and Ruth, and Proverbs 31. 

Another way to stand fast and avoid be-
ing crushed by the homosexual juggernaut 
is to be like Lot. Strive to live righteously, 
to study and obey God’s laws, to pray dai-
ly, and to repent of sin. The more we think 
like God, the more repulsed by homosexu-
ality we will be, and the more motivated 
we will be to keep it out of our lives! 

Finally, here is something you can do 
right away. Request and then study deeply 
Mr. Armstrong’s free books The Missing 
Dimension in Sex and Why Marriage! 
Soon Obsolete? These books connect the 
many passages elucidating God’s laws 
about marriage and family. Once you’ve 
read these books, and come to understand 
God’s mind-stretching purpose for mar-
riage, you’ll find yourself equipped, en-
ergized and motivated to defend yourself 
against the homosexual juggernaut. 

In the meantime, start with something 
simple: Flee Glee! � n
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Mark 2011 down as yet anoth-
er record-breaking year for 
“natural” disasters. Over those 
12 months, the United States was 

smashed by the deadliest tornado season in 
decades, an unprecedented wave of triple-
digit heat, devastating droughts and billion-
dollar blizzards, hurricanes and floods.

All totaled, 12 billion-dollar disasters 
pounded the United States in 2011—three 
more than the previous record set in 2008. 
These catastrophic events were responsi-
ble for killing 1,000 Americans and caus-
ing $52 billion in damages.

As the Associated Press reported on 
December 7, “With an almost biblical on-
slaught of twisters, floods, snow, drought, 
heat and wildfire, the U.S. in 2011 has seen 
more weather catastrophes that caused at 
least $1 billion in damage than it did in all 
of the 1980s, even after the dollar figures 
from back then are adjusted for inflation.”

Breaking it down further, ap revealed 
this alarming trend: During the 
1980s, the United States averaged 
just one billion-dollar disaster 

per year. In the 1990s, it jumped to 3.8 per 
year—then 4.6 during the first decade of 
the new millennium.

So far in this decade, we have averaged 
seven billion-dollar disasters per year.

Something is frighteningly wrong with 
the weather. 

What Is the Cause?
Some experts say we’ve just had a run of 
bad luck—that it’s purely a matter of hap-
penstance. Others attribute the cause to 
“global warming.”

God, however, says it is a sign that we 
are living in the very last days. Weather 
disasters, as they increase in frequency 
and intensity, are actually fulfilling Bible 
prophecy. They are among the signs that 
Christ gave pointing to the end of this 
present evil age.

In His Olivet prophecy in Matthew 24, 
Jesus Christ gave His disciples a chrono-
logical overview of events to occur in the 
lead-up to His return. In verses 21-22, 
Christ said there is a time coming when 
no flesh would be saved alive if He didn’t 

return and prevent it. This is speaking of 
World War iii—a 3½-year bloodbath that 
will culminate in the “battle of that great 
day of God Almighty.”

But before the battle of mankind 
against Christ—before the European 
beast power and the Asiatic kings of the 
east square off—before Europe lashes 
out at the modern-day descendants of Is-
rael—before it surrounds Jerusalem with 
armies—before the European king of the 
north comes against the Islamic king of 
the south like a whirlwind—before radical 
Islam captures East Jerusalem—just before 
all of this happens, Jesus said weather pat-
terns and other natural phenomena would 
take a violent turn for the worse!

“For nation shall rise against nation, 
and kingdom against kingdom: and there 
shall be famines, and pestilences, and 
earthquakes, in [different] places” (verse 7). 
The return of Jesus Christ, in other words, 
will be preceded by a sharp upsurge in 
“natural” disasters.

Jesus also said that famine—a shortage 
of food and water—and then pestilences 
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To learn more about the many physical signs Jesus gave about the end of the world as we now know it—and the 
beginning of a wonderful new age to be set up by Jesus Christ, request our free booklet Why ‘Natural’ Disasters?

(or disease epidemics) would accompany 
these weather-related disasters.

In May of last year, in a television pro-
gram, the Trumpet’s editor in chief told 
Key of David viewers that the word famines 
needs to be seen not only in the context of 
war—which certainly causes famine—but 
also in the context of extreme weather. 
These epic disasters, in other words, are 
prophesied to have a profoundly 
negative impact on food produc-
tion—a reality that is now making 
headlines nearly every day.

In like manner, Christ’s refer-
ence to pestilences can also refer 
to the diseases that often follow 
in the wake of such disasters. And 
if you examine how the Greek 
word is used in Acts 24:5, another 
dimension is added to Christ’s 
prophecy—the social breakdown 
that comes as a result of famine 
and pestilence.

The Beginning of Sorrows
These are the days we are living in right 
now! Weather disasters, as they increase 
in frequency and intensity, are actually 
fulfilling Bible prophecy. We are expe-
riencing the outer edge of a storm that is 
about to inflict the worst suffering man-
kind has ever known.

Jesus Himself said it: “All these are the 

beginning of sorrows” (verse 8). This is 
where we are right now in Bible prophecy! 
Sad to say, the ever intensifying disasters 
we are seeing right now are only the begin-
ning. It is prophesied to get much worse.

But Jesus did not leave us without hope! 
The Anchor Bible compares the “begin-
ning of sorrows” to the beginning of birth 
pangs: “It’s almost a technical term for the 

sufferings which would immedi-
ately precede a new age, the age 
of the Messiah’s reign.”

What a beautiful picture! 
Right now, this world is being 
violently shaken by a rapid suc-
cession of agonizing birth pangs. 
But Jesus tells us that these cata-
strophic events will soon “give 
birth” to a new age of world 
peace and prosperity—a utopian 
paradise that will be totally free 
of weather extremities and other 
unnatural phenomena!� n

Billion-Dollar 
Disasters in 2011
A  blizzard
1 | Jan. 29 – Feb. 3  Blizzard conditions in eastern,  

northeastern and central states $1.8 billion

C  Tornado outbreaks
2 | April 4-5  $2.8 billion
3 | April 8-11  $2.2 billion
4 | April 14-16  $2.1 billion
5 | April 25-30  $10.2 billion
6 | May 22-27  $9.1 billion
7 | June 18-22  With hail damage  $1.3 billion

B  drought and heat wave
8 | Spring-Fall  During cropping season $10 billion

D  floods
9 | Spring-Summer  Historic flooding along the  

Mississippi River and its tributaries $3 billion

10 | Summer  Record high water levels in Missouri 
and Souris rivers destroy homes, force evacua-
tions and submerge miles of crops.  $2 billion

C,D  hurricane irene
11 | August 20-29  Torrential downpours, flooding, 

wind damage, massive power loss to homes  
and businesses  $7.3 billion

B wildfires
12 | Spring-Fall  After drought and scorching heat 

wave, fires destroy homes and thousands of 
acres of arable land.  $1 billion
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There’s no hiding from it: The 
job market is pretty ugly. The slug-
gish economy is forcing compa-
nies nationwide, even worldwide, 

to lay off staff members spanning a wide 
range of technical and professional back-
grounds. It’s a hirer’s market, and job 
seekers are finding it hard to nab a spe-
cific job position even when it aligns with 
their experience and skills.

Nonetheless, there are a few essential 
steps you can take to get ahead in your job 
search—and get to the table for that job 
interview. 

First, what is the purpose of a résumé? 
Here’s a hint: Its purpose is not to get you 
a job. Nor is it to catalog your career his-
tory, job duties and education—or to 
document your skills, qualifications and 
proficiencies.

Its real goal is to get your foot in the 
door. Your résumé is an introductory sales 
letter that shows the hirer that you war-
rant a person-to-person discussion about 
this job position.  

1. Target Your Position
Many seeking a job in today’s economy 
are bordering on desperation. When 
they sit down to write a résumé too many 
think, I just want a job—any job—so I’ ll 
make the résumé general enough to cover 
a wide range of positions in my field. Some 
get frantic and ditch even limiting their 
résumé to a specific industry—randomly 
aiming their résumé like a sawed-off shot-
gun toward a vague, wide range of fields. 

This is not the tactic to take when you 
write your résumé—no matter how des-
perate your job search may be. In fact, the 
more desperate you actually are, the better 
off you will be if you apply this key.

It is a challenge to get a job interview 

in today’s glum job market. However, if 
you take a rifle approach (instead of that 
sawed-off shotgun approach)—your hunt 
will be much more effective—guaranteed.  

Pick your goal first. Do some detailed, 
involved, diligent research. Choose your 
industry, then narrow it down even more 
and select your position within that indus-
try. Then, narrow it down to even the spe-
cific company (or companies) you want to 
work for the most that has openings for 
the job you have selected. 

Never forget, you are in charge of your 
job search. Take charge and be proactive. 
Once you’ve pinpointed the industry, po-
sition and companies you would most en-
joy (and be skilled and beneficial) work-
ing within, target your résumé specifically 
toward that position. Make the language 
and verbiage of the résumé identify and 
relate well with the language that com-
pany uses on its website or in its literature. 
Include industry- and position-related 

Does Your 
Résumé 
Demand 

Attention?
Three keys for advertising 

yourself in a way that 
will get your foot in the 

door  By Jesse Frederick
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keywords throughout. Also, submit a cov-
er letter with the résumé that addresses 
the company and hiring decision-maker 
even more directly.  

Scour job advertisements on the Inter-
net, in newspapers or on job boards—and 
tailor your résumé toward any specific 
position that interests you directly. With 
each different position, company and/or 
advertisement, tweak your résumé and 
cover letter accordingly.  

Remember, the general rule when ef-
fectively applying this point of picking 
your position is get as specific and detailed 
as possible in your résumé. 

2. Focus on Achievements
The ammo for your résumé is your 
achievements: your accomplishments and 
highlights on the job. Achievements are ac-
tions you took or results you created which 
were positive for your company. These ca-
reer successes you and/or your employer(s) 
are confident and proud of can include:
•	 Customer satisfaction scores
•	 Company awards and recognitions
•	 Sales revenue growth
•	 Process efficiency improvements
•	 Company savings plans and 

implementations
•	 Business expansion strategies
•	 Vendor/client negotiations
•	 Client testimonials

Did you save your company thousands 
of dollars by finding a new supplier? Did 
you work five years without a work-related 
accident? Did you exceed your sales tar-
gets five quarters in a row? These are facts 
that will help you sell your skills to the 
hiring decision-maker.

As you highlight these achievements 
on your résumé, include metrics if at all 
possible: exact dollar figures, quantities, 
percentages, etc. Eyes are often drawn to 
numbers, dollar signs and percentages. 
They add details, proof and “beef” to your 
highlights, making them more objective 
and less subjective. Here are some exam-
ples of highlights that may be included on 
various résumés, with metrics included:

•	 Improved production efficiencies by 
25% within a high-pressure factory 
environment.

•	 Negotiated a lucrative business deal 
between company and client worth $1.5 
million.

•	 Increased sales within department by 
110%.

•	 Cut labor costs by $25,000.
•	 Lowered production costs by $200,000.
•	 Reduced product turnover by 15,000 

units per month.
•	 Recipient of Salesman of the Quarter 

company award for closing the most 
sales accounts in the first quarter of 
2010.
The most common rebuttal I hear 

about including job achievements on a 
résumé is, I don’t have any. But in almost 
all cases, that simply is not true. Having 
written and edited thousands of résumés 
covering a wide range of industries, back-
grounds, skills and experience, I can say 
that the vast majority of people who have 
applied themselves diligently have had a 
number of accomplishments and career 
highlights. From recent high school grad-
uates to elementary school teachers, law-
yers to medical doctors, office managers 
to administrative assistants, engineers to 
construction workers—it isn’t a matter of 
not having achievements, it’s a matter of 
recognizing them.  

For example, a recent high school grad-
uate may have been involved in a school 
fundraiser for a few years. If he or she is 
applying for anything related to sales, cus-
tomer service or marketing, there should 
be at least a couple achievements to draw 
from (example: “Expanded fundraising 
sales by 22% between 2009 and 2010”).  

A medical doctor who has written med-
ical journal publications, an administrative 
assistant who could have completed 100 
percent of his or her office projects with-
in both quality and deadline parameters, 
a construction worker who has met his 

deadlines—all of these workers have had 
numerous achievements. Feel free to think 
outside the box when determining and in-
cluding achievements within your résumé.  

Also, be sure to set your achievements 
apart from the rest of the text in your ré-
sumé (with spacing, bullet points, or other 
formatting). Although the metrics will 
stand out, you want to draw attention to 
these achievements even more. Secondly, 
only include your top career highlights (a 
maximum of two to three per job position, 
as a rule). They are highlights after all. 

3. Two Sets of Eyes Are Better Than One
The final key to résumé success cannot 
be overemphasized. As often as I hear job 
seekers explain that they have read over 
their résumés before distributing them, 
I hear just as many hirers and employ-
ers complain about constantly finding 
résumés that have multiple grammatical, 
spelling or various other language usage 
errors. In fact, in a survey I took a few 
years ago, scores of hirers, HR managers, 
employers and recruiters unanimously 
proclaimed that—even with automatic 
spell-check embedded in our word pro-
cessors—this was still the most common 
problem they had with résumés! And ev-
ery one of them dismally said they never 
have hired anyone with such a résumé.

So do yourself a favor before sending 
out your résumé to your potential employ-
er: Review it. And then ask someone who 
knows the English language and writing 
rules even better than you do to review it 
as well. This point alone—if applied—will 
in most cases bring an interview or two!

The next time you find your job-
search door seemingly slammed and 
locked shut—and when your résumé just 
doesn’t seem to be doing its job of getting 
you phone calls or e-mails from employ-
ers—apply these keys, and watch the door 
swing open with interview opportunities 
galore waiting on the other side.� n

What is the purpose of a résumé? Here’s a hint: Its purpose is not to 
get you a job. Nor is it to catalog your career history, job duties and 
education—or to document your skills, qualifications and proficiencies.
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The Vatican, ex-Nazis and Spanish 
leaders secretly plotted in the 1950s 
to build an army to counter Russia’s 

feared encroachment into West Germany, 
according to recently disclosed documents 
that went up for auction in December. 

The explosive documents are the first 
ever to emerge detailing postwar plans by 
the Catholic Church, ex-Nazis and mem-
bers of Franco’s Spain to form a secret 
army of ex-Nazis and Spanish soldiers that 
would be stationed in Spain and North Af-
rica. The documents, uncovered by Alex-
ander Historical Auctions, reveal that fears 
of Russian expansion into West Germany 
and all of Europe were so intense after the 
war that the plans to form the rogue army 
were very nearly brought to life. 

The biggest bombshell is a 1952 letter 
to the Vatican official who would later 
become Pope Paul vi written by a priest 
and co-conspirator of former Nazi Lt. Col. 
Otto Skorzeny, a crony of Adolf Hitler. The 
letter, stamped with a church seal, teems 
with praise for its recipient (who was dep-
uty of foreign affairs for the Vatican at the 
time) for the financial support he chan-
neled to Nazi refugees living in Spain. 

The seeds of the plot were first sown in 
September 1950 after Skorzeny fled a Ger-
man prison and entered Spain, where he 
became an architect of a top-secret group 
designed to provide safe havens around 
the globe for leading Nazis on the lam. 
The Alexander Historical Auctions cata-
log offers this enticing synopsis of the col-
lection: “Skorzeny entered Spain under an 
alias to begin a collaboration with Spain’s 
top military leaders, ex-SS generals and 

officers, and even the highest levels of the 
Vatican to plan the formation of a secret 
army of ex-Nazis and Spanish military in 
Spain or North Africa, prepared at any 
time to counter a Russian attack from 
East Germany. This grouping of docu-
ments, directly from Skorzeny’s estate, 
documents his efforts to form such an 
‘army in exile,’ perhaps with even more 
sinister intent. Its contents have remained 
hidden for over 60 years, totally unknown 
to journalists and historians alike.” 

Bill Panagopulos, president of the auc-
tion house, says Skorzeny’s desire to free 
political prisoners “strongly suggests” his 
motive to provide protection to many of 
Hitler’s most ruthless military leaders. 
Spain was a “well-known ‘resting place’ 
for ex-Nazis on the run while en route to 
South America and the Middle East,” he 
said. “[I]t is believed that a wide swath of 
coastline owned by Skorzeny near Ma-
jorca was used to smuggle his comrades 
in and out of Spain.” 

It is well documented that the Vatican 
helped Nazi leaders escape justice via the 
postwar ratlines. These documents are 
further concrete proof that the Vatican—
despite much public denial—did indeed 
closely collaborate with the Nazi regime 
during and after World War ii. 

In May/June 2010, editor in chief Ger-
ald Flurry warned, “The world has seen 
six heads of [the Holy Roman Empire], 
comprised mostly of Germany and the 
Vatican. Now the seventh and last head is 
on the scene. The Vatican-Nazi history is 
a horrendous prophetic insight into what 
is about to happen again! And very soon!”

3 | Germany  Arms for sale!
Germany’s revenue from exporting weap-
ons and defense products jumped sharply 
in 2010 to its highest level ever, according 
to the government’s annual Defense and 
Exports Report. Arms exports gener-
ated €2 billion (us$2.66 billion), up from 
€1.34 billion in 2009 and €0.3 billion in 
2002. Though two thirds of the weapons 
exports are to EU or nato members, 
United Press International reported that 
the Germans “are battling hard for mili-
tary contracts in the Middle East” (Nov. 
29, 2011). Last year, Germany agreed to 
sell 200 Leopard tanks to Saudi Arabia. 
This rise in arms exports reflects the 
new Germany, a nation unashamed of its 
history. The exports to the Middle East 
also points to a new alliance—one the 
Trumpet has forecast for years—between 
Germany and the enemies of Iran.

2 | Belgium  A queer twist left
After a year and a half of wavering, where 
it effectively had no permanent leader in 
power, Belgium finally got a prime min-
ister. December 6, Elio di Rupo took of-
fice. Of Italian parentage, the 60-year-old 
Socialist has a reputation as a flamboyant 
leftist. He is Europe’s first openly declared 
homosexual leader of an EU government. 
Di Rupo’s government will face an almost 
overwhelming task in seeking appropriate 
remedies to its current debt crisis. As the 
rest of Europe swings to the political right, 
this is a queer twist 
against the trend. 
This, after all, is the 
nation that has head-
quartered the Europe-
an unification process 
from its inception, 
based on a strong 
right-wing Catholic 
foundation. Di Rupo 
may soon feel the heat from the predomi-
nant rightist Catholic elites and become 
yet another fall guy for an appointee more 
acceptable to Rome and Berlin’s Holy Ro-
man agenda. If the Belgian economy col-
lapses, watch for Berlin to apply another 
“Greek solution” in order to take control 
of yet another eurozone nation.

1 | VATICAN  Secret Nazi-Vatican 
post-WWII army plot exposed

Request a free copy of Germany and the Holy Roman Empire for more detail on 
German-Vatican wartime collaboration.

di rupo

europeworldwatch

A German Leopard 
2-A6 heavy tank

Nazi troops storm into Poland in September 1939. At right, 
Pope Paul VI, who received a letter from a crony of Adolf Hitler 
in 1952 praising him for supporting Nazis after the war.
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4 | China  Ramping up rhetoric
Chinese President Hu Jintao urged the 
Chinese Navy on Dec. 5, 2011, to “acceler-
ate its transformation and modernization 
in a sturdy way, and make extended prep-
arations for military combat.” His state-
ment came just two days after China’s 
influential Rear Adm. 
Zhang Zhaozhong 
threatened to start 
World War iii in 
order to protect Iran 
from Western powers. 
This threat came two 
weeks after Beijing 
accused President 
Obama of escalating military friction in 
Asia by announcing plans to deploy 2,500 
marines to Australia. China’s state-run 
Global Times said Australia should not 
let the U.S. use its bases to “harm China” 
and said Australia risked getting “caught 
in the crossfire.” As Beijing’s power in-
tensifies, it will become increasingly bel-
ligerent toward Western powers. 

4 | China
Hu has the 
fastest super-
computer?
China now runs 
neck and neck 
with the U.S. in 
supercomputer 
technology. For 
decades, America’s 
supercomputers 
soared above any 
competition, but 
China is changing 
that. In November, 
Beijing unveiled 
the world’s most 
powerful super-
computer. Some 
analysts called it a 
“Sputnik moment,” 
as China trounced 
the U.S. in one of 
the most crucial 
sectors of national 
security. “[I]f the 
U.S. falls behind 
in supercomputing 
it could quickly 
lose its edge in all 
areas of science, in 
industries like oil 
and gas explora-
tion and pharma-
ceutical research, 
and in security and 
military fields,” 
Newsweek wrote 
on Nov. 27, 2011.

5 | India  More muscle in the East
India’s military buildup topped Foreign 
Policy magazine’s list of the 10 most over-
looked trends that will shape geopolitics 
in the future, published in its December 
issue. Quoting think tanks and weapons 
watchdogs, the article highlighted India’s 
massive defense budgets and increasing 
naval might, which is designed to domi-
nate the Indian Ocean and extend India’s 
power into the South China Sea. FP says 
these changes reveal India’s shift to an 
offensive posture toward China. Much 
of the burgeoning military spending 

throughout Asia is 
the result of disputes 
among Asian states, 
but all that power 
will soon be pooled 
and channeled 
against a colossal 
European enemy. 

4 | China  Next man on the moon
Since its genesis in 1992, China’s manned 
space program has grown with breathtak-
ing speed. On Nov. 22, 2011, analyst Kate 
Lanau said, “If all goes according to plan, 
the next astronaut on the moon will be 
Chinese.” In 2003, China launched its first 
astronaut into space, becoming one of 
only three nations capable of human space 
flight capabilities. 2007 saw China shoot 
down one of its satellites in a demonstra-
tion of its powerful anti-satellite technol-
ogy. In 2010, Beijing launched more satel-
lites than the U.S. for the first time. Then, 
in September 2011, China crossed another 
milestone by launching the Tiangong-1, or 
“Heavenly Palace,” space module into the 
night sky. Beijing says its space program 
is peaceful, but because it is operated 
by the Chinese military, many analysts 
are skeptical. China’s space program is 
rapidly rising as nasa trudges through a 
period of inactivity and transition. The 
contrast will hasten the decision of small-
er Asian nations to abandon 
the sinking U.S. ship and begin 
looking to Beijing.

6 | Russia  Protests don’t worry Putin

Russian Prime Minister Vladimir Putin spoke out on 
Dec. 14, 2011, about public demonstrations against him. 
Putin said his plans to return to the presidency in March 

are unchanged and accused organizers of the protests of striv-
ing to weaken Russia with help from Western powers. He said 
billionaire Mikhail Prokhorov, who plans to run against him 
for the presidential seat, would be a “worthy, strong competitor.” 
But Prokhorov’s presidential bid is only a design by the Kremlin 
to give Russia’s elections a veneer of legitimacy without actually 
threatening Putin’s victory. Despite the uprisings, and despite the 
Western media’s desire to portray Putin as a weakening figure, 
the prime minister remains Russia’s most popular politician and 
is on track to comfortably win the upcoming presidential election. 

“We’re scared. 
This technology 
is fundamental 
for our national 
security, and for 
our economic 
competitiveness. 
Are we really 
going to let this 
slip away?”
Dona Crawford
head of computing at 
Lawrence Livermore 
National Laboratory
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Riot police carry away an activist at 
Triumfalnaya Square in Moscow.

An unmanned 
Chinese rocket

Sea Harriers flown  
by the Indian Navy
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1 | IRAQ

So long, farewell, fiimaan illaah

The last convoy of U.S. troops left Iraq on Dec. 18, 
2011, concluding nearly nine years of war. In a revealing 
testimony of the condition America left the country in, U.S. 

forces paid tribal sheikhs $100,000 a month to secure stretches 
of highway leading south into Kuwait in order to reduce the 
threat of roadside bombings and attacks on convoys as they 
departed. America leaves the fledgling democracy with an un-
stable government under the heavy influence of neighboring 
Iran, as insurgency attacks continue. 

nato also ended its mission in Iraq in December. For seven 
years, by Iraq’s own invitation, nato supported Iraq’s efforts 
to train cohesive military and police forces. But despite nato’s 
willingness to continue the mission, the Iraqi government 
unceremoniously denied nato that opportunity. As the nato 
press release stated, “Agreement on the extension of this suc-
cessful program did not prove possible despite robust negotia-
tions conducted over several weeks” (Dec. 12, 2011). This nato 
withdrawal is but one more step toward emboldening the in-
creasingly aggressive push from the biblical king of the south, 
Iran, against the rising king of the north in Europe.

4 | Iran  Déjà vu: embassy attack
Britain closed its embassy in Tehran and 
expelled all Iranian diplomats from Lon-
don after the British Embassy and residen-
tial compound in Iran was stormed and 
ransacked on Nov. 29, 2011. The attackers 
included members of the paramilitary 
Basij militia and carried banners nam-
ing the commander of the Quds Force, 
which runs the overseas operations of the 
Revolutionary Guard. This operation, 
wrote the Guardian, “was an official one, 
with three conservative institutions, the 
parliament, the judiciary and the supreme 
leader, behind 
it” (Nov. 29, 
2011). Two days 
earlier, Iran’s 
parliament 
had approved 
a bill to reduce 
diplomatic and 
economic ties with Britain, including forc-
ing out the British ambassador within two 
weeks, in retaliation to new sanctions im-
posed by London. This strongly suggests 
the ensuing attack had official complicity. 

2 | Egypt  The big winners
Egypt’s two largest Islamist parties won big 
in recent elections. In the country’s first two 
rounds of multi-stage legislative elections, the 
Muslim Brotherhood’s Freedom and Justice 
Party won with 37 percent of the vote in the 
first round, and 36 percent in the second. 
The ultraconservative Salafis came second, 
with 24 percent and 28 percent in each 
round, respectively. The results indicate that 
about two thirds of Egyptians want Islam 
to play a greater role in the nation’s govern-
ment. The strong showing by the hard-line 
Islamist Salifis took many by surprise. Their 
success will only strengthen the Muslim 
Brotherhood, which will appear to be the 
“moderate” alternative. However, though the two parties disagree on tactics, they differ 
little in foreign policy, hostility to the West, and strategic objectives for Egypt. Though the 

military will officially remain in charge until presidential 
elections are held, it will find it difficult to resist the pop-
ular mandate that the new Islamist parliament will have. 

2 | EGYPT
A rocket-build-
ing safe haven
The terrorist group 
Hamas has built 
rocket production 
facilities in the 
Sinai Peninsula 
because it believes 
Israel will not at-
tack it in Egypt, 
Israel’s Jerusalem 
Post reported Dec. 
11, 2011. Israel 
thwarted an attack 
by Hamas from the 
Sinai on December 
8 by bombing sev-
eral senior terror-
ists in Gaza. At the 
same time, Hamas 
is cementing its 
connections with 
its parent terrorist 
organization, the 
Muslim Brother-
hood, in Egypt. 
A senior Hamas 
source said the 
group has added 
“a branch of the 
Muslim Brother-
hood–Palestine” to 
its official name, 
according to the 
London-based al-
Hayat newspaper. 

3 | Pakistan
Push coming to shove
A nato air strike on Nov. 26, 2011, that 
killed 24 Pakistani soldiers has further 
damaged the already shaky U.S.-Pakistan 
relationship. A top Pakistani army gen-
eral called the strike “a deliberate act of 
aggression.” Pakistan’s Defense Commit-
tee of the Cabinet gave the U.S. two weeks 
to vacate Shamsi airbase, jeopardizing 
American drone operations. It also im-
mediately closed the two crossings on 
Pakistan’s western border to trucks carry-
ing fuel, food and vehicles to nato troops. 
Pakistan is now within a hair’s breadth of 
ending its cooperation with the U.S.-led 
war in Afghanistan. This provides strate-
gic openings for both Russia and China. 

“I want to say: citizenship restricted 
by Islamic sharia, freedom restrict-
ed by Islamic sharia, equality re-
stricted by Islamic sharia. Sharia is 
obligatory, not just the principles—
freedom and justice and all that.”

Sheik Abdel Moneim el-Shahat    
leader of the Salafis

worldwatch  middle east

U.S. troops board a transport 
outbound from Iraq.
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Egyptians protest their 
military government. 

The demonstration that 
led to the attack 
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4 | Iran  The ayatollah’s push
Iran has ratcheted up its defiance toward 
the West as it cements its role as head of 
the increasingly Islamist Middle East. 

On Dec. 
5, 2011, Iran 
announced it 
had shot down 
an unpiloted 
U.S. spy drone 
that was in 
Iran’s airspace. 

American officials say the craft crashed 
on its own due to a malfunction, but no 
one disputes the fact that the U.S.’s so-
phisticated surveillance technology is in 
Iran’s possession. Iran said it would not 
return the drone to the U.S. and called 
America’s drone mission an “act of war.” 

On December 12, a member of the Ira-
nian Parliament’s National Security Com-
mittee said Iran’s military will practice 
shutting down the strategic waterway that 
transports one third of the world’s sea-
borne oil shipments. “Soon we will hold 
a military maneuver on how to close the 
Strait of Hormuz,” said Parviz Sarvari. “If 
the world wants to make the region inse-
cure, we will make the world insecure.” 

In a December 11 statement channeling 
Iran’s defiance toward Europe, an Iranian 
official said the EU “definitely” would not 
impose sanctions on Iran’s oil exports be-
cause such a move would harm the global 
crude market. But Iran underestimates 
Europe. Soon, Bible prophecy foretells, 
Europe will violently stop Iran’s defiance. 

6 | ISRAEL  Not good news for Jews

Hamas and Fatah hailed a new era of cooperation 
as their leaders met in Cairo on Nov. 24, 2011. “We want to 
assure our people and the Arab and Islamic world that we 

have turned a major new and real page in partnership on ev-
erything to do with the Palestinian nation,” said Hamas leader 
Khaled Mashaal. Palestinian Authority President Mahmoud 
Abbas agreed, saying: “There are no more differences between 
us now. We have agreed to work as partners with joint responsi-
bility.” Their meeting was their first since the two leaders signed 
an accord on reconciliation in May. 

Watch for this new cooperation to work in Hamas’s favor. As 
Courcy’s Intelligence Brief pointed out, with the Muslim Broth-
erhood on the rise—MB-affiliated parties winning elections in 
Tunisia, Morocco and Egypt—MB-linked Hamas is primed to 
gain strength in the Palestinian territories, “increasing its in-
fluence in the West Bank to go with its dominance of the Gaza 
Strip” (Nov. 30, 2011). This is something the Trumpet has been 
expecting to develop for some time. 

7 | Kuwait   ‘Deteriorating conditions’
Tensions have escalated in Kuwait. Allegations of corruption 
and greater calls for reform have gripped the oil-rich Gulf state 
in the wake of the uprisings throughout the region. In Novem-
ber, protesters stormed the parliament building, infuriated by 
allegations of financial corruption by the government. In early 
December, Kuwait’s ruling emir dissolved parliament, citing 
“deteriorating conditions,” and 
giving two months for new 
elections to be held. This came 
shortly after he named a new 
prime minister, Sheikh Jaber 
Mubarak Al-Sabah, who formed 
a new cabinet. As a result of 
the ongoing political turmoil, 
it is the eighth cabinet since 
February 2006. The U.S. will be 
watching the political instabil-
ity in Kuwait closely. Kuwait is a stationing area for U.S. troops 
that have withdrawn from Iraq. Pressured by the prospect of 
Iran filling the vacuum in neighboring Iraq, watch for Kuwait 
to become increasingly dependent on Saudi Arabia, a key nation 
of the biblically prophesied Psalm 83 alliance, for its security. 

8 | Morocco
Islamists win 
yet again
An Islamist party 
won the most seats 
in Morocco’s par-
liamentary election 
on Nov. 25, 2011. 
The election was 
Morocco’s first 
since a new consti-
tution came into ef-
fect in July transfer-
ring some of King 
Mohammed vi’s 
near-absolute pow-
er to parliament 
and to the prime 
minister. The king 
made these changes 
in response to pro-
democracy protests 
in Morocco. The 
winning party, the 
Islamist Justice and 
Development Party, 
is the political 
wing of Morocco’s 
Uniqueness and 
Reform move-
ment, which repre-
sents the Muslim 
Brotherhood. 

5 | Syria  A new Sunni bloc?
As violence escalates in Syria, the Arab 
League has turned against the ruling 
Assad regime, suspending Syria’s mem-
bership and adopting sanctions. Saudi 
Arabia and Qatar—which fear Iran’s 
growing power in the region and its al-
liance with Syria—are leading the Arab 
League efforts against Syria. “Saudi’s 
problem is Iran. Going after Syria today 
ensures you remove Iran from the picture. 
There is an attempt to create a new Sunni 
bloc in the region,” said analyst Safwat 
Zayaat (msnbc.com, Nov. 23, 2011). We can 
expect Saudi Arabia’s efforts to split Syria’s 
alliance with Iran to be successful in the 
end, as Bible prophecy indicates that Syria 
is destined to join an Arab coalition. 

100 Thousands of dollars paid 
monthly to Iraqi tribal sheikhs to 
secure safe exit for U.S. forces24 Pakistani soldiers 

killed by a NATO  
air strike4 Missiles equipped on dan-

gerously under-defended 
British patrol frigate 

numbers

Hamas’s Mashaal (left) 
meets with Fatah’s Abbas. 

9 | Libya
Welcome to 
the ’hood
After being out-
lawed in Libya for 
decades, the Mus-
lim Brotherhood 
conducted its first 
public meeting 
there on Nov. 17, 
2011, and called for 
sweeping national 
reconstruction. As 
in other countries 
in the region, elec-
tions in Libya are 
bound to give the 
better-organized 
Islamists an ad-
vantage over  
other 
political 
groups.

Iranian troops look at a 
captured RQ-170 drone. 

A Kuwaiti MP speaks 
after storming the Kuwaiti 
National Assembly. 
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4 | Congo  Not the ‘capital  
of the world’ you want to be
Millions cast their votes for president and 
parliament on Nov. 28, 2011, in the Demo-
cratic Republic of the Congo’s second-ever 
federal election. Sporadic violence resulted 
in the deaths of at least five people at two 
polling locations as political tensions ran 
high. Ethnic prejudices and widespread 
government corruption have made the 
Democratic Republic of the Congo one 
of the most 
violent nations 
on Earth. The 
eastern part of 
the country has 
been called the 
“rape capital of 
the world” by 
UN Special Representative Margot Wall-
strom; reports indicate that 48 women 
are raped every hour. This is one nation 
that desperately needs the return of Jesus 
Christ to restore peace and happiness.

2 | SUDAN  3 | South Sudan
Oil rights and fights
China sent a special envoy to Juba on 
Dec. 7, 2011, to try to break a deadlock 
between Sudan and its former territory 
South Sudan, which appear to be on 
the brink of a renewed conflict over oil 
rights. The economies of the two Sudans 
remain intertwined due to the fact that 
South Sudan has the majority of the re-
gion’s oil fields and Sudan has the major-
ity of the region’s pipeline infrastructure. 
As a major buyer of Sudanese oil, China 
has a vested interest in ensuring that oil 
from the south keeps flowing northward 
to ports on the Red Sea. French oil com-
pany Total is also trying to get at South 
Sudan’s oil by proposing a new pipeline 
to run through Uganda to the Kenyan 
coast. Expect competition between Eu-
rope and China over Africa’s natural re-
sources to increase in the near future.

worldwatch  Latin america, africa

Friction between Britain and Ar-
gentina is increasing. Argentine pa-
trol ships boarded 12 Spanish fishing 

boats during late November and early 
December, saying their fishing licenses 
were not valid. They said the boats were 
operating “illegally” in disputed waters. 

Argentina’s National Congress is con-
sidering a proposal that would make the 
country’s Olympic logo the image of the 
Falkland Islands with the words “The 
Falklands are Argentine.” Britain’s plans 
to create a 1 million-square-kilometer 
protective zone around South Georgia—
an island in the region of the Falklands 
also claimed by Argentina—are not likely 
to make the waters any calmer. 

Britain’s Telegraph newspaper wrote 
that Britain would not be capable of 

saving the Falkland Islands if Argentina 
took them over, as it did in 1982. “[I]t is 
highly unlikely that Britain could repeat 
the mission,” it wrote, “particularly since 
we no longer have an aircraft carrier 
available. Nor, given France’s ambiva-
lence over the issue, would there be any 
realistic prospect of borrowing a French 
carrier, as stipulated under the recent An-
glo-French defense pact” (Dec. 6, 2011). 

Rockhopper Oil is drilling in the sea-
bed around the islands to determine if 
there are commercially viable fields of oil 
or gas. This could give the islands more 
than a geographical significance, which 
would heat up competition for the islands 
even more. This is a competition that 
Britain has neither the capability nor the 
will to win.

Shrinking the Atlantic
European and Latin American leaders met in Brus-
sels in November and agreed that the two continents 
should continue to strengthen links in spite of on-
going financial trouble. “We must work jointly for 
economic growth in both continents,” said Antonio 
Tajani, vice president of the European Commission. 
Tajani reminded Latin American officials of just how 
important EU investments are to their countries and 
then dogmatically stated that Europe would emerge 
from this crisis stronger than ever. “Currently in the 
midst of the crisis some countries look upon us with 
certain arrogance, thinking the European Union is 
over. I disagree profoundly. Europe will emerge dif-
ferently but stronger, with greater cohesion, and even 
more competitive,” he said. Tajani is right in this re-
gard. Europe will emerge stronger from this crisis, and 
Latin America will stand at its side in the new world 
order. Herbert Armstrong long prophesied that the al-

liance between Europe 
and South America 
would grow strong. 

1 | Argentina  Falklands battle brewing

“I think that this moment 
is crucial for Europe and 
Latin America and more 
cooperation is needed.” 

Antonio Tajani 
European Commission 
vice president

3
4

2

1

Argentine President Cristina 
Kirchner is growing more 

outspoken against the British.

Demonstrators protest 
electoral fraud.

lu
is aco

sta/afp/g
etty im

ag
es, n

elso
n alm

eida/afp/g
etty im

ag
es, ph

il m
o

o
re/afp/g

etty im
ag

es



21

We demand 
crippling debt!
One and a half mil-
lion public sector 
workers went on 
strike Nov. 30, 2011, 
closing six out of 
every ten schools 
in England and 
disrupting services 
at hospitals, courts 
and various gov-
ernment agencies. 
The strikes were 
called in response 
to the govern-
ment’s attempt to 
deal with its out-of-
control finances by 
reforming public 
sector pensions—
trying to bring 
public workers’ 
extremely generous 
pension provi-
sions closer to what 
could be expected 
in the private sec-
tor. Such disrup-
tions will only get 
worse as nations 
struggle to deal 
with their deficits.

U.S. doesn’t want our oil?  
We’ll sell it to Asia
Since the Obama administration post-
poned making a decision on Canada’s 
Keystone oil pipeline to Texas, Canadian 
politicians and 
energy executives 
are ratcheting 
up support for 
several big infra-
structure projects 
aimed at redirecting the country’s grow-
ing oil output to thirsty Asian markets. 
“We favor the construction of infrastruc-
ture that will move resources to markets 
that want them,” in particular China 
and Asia, Canadian Energy Minister Joe 
Oliver said in an interview in November. 
Two proposed projects envision pump-
ing crude from landlocked Alberta to 
the Pacific Ocean, where the oil could be 
shipped to Asia by sea. Canada is cur-
rently America’s largest oil provider. The 
fact that it is now seeking alternative 
energy markets does not bode well for 
America, especially since oil is already 
near $100 per barrel.

Britain’s last 
four bullets
The British Frigate 
hms Westminster 
had only four mis-
siles when it was 
sent to patrol the 
area close to Beng-
hazi last March, 
according to Royal 
Navy officers. 
The ship, they say, 
was “dangerously 
under-defended.” 
It had just two 
rounds of Seawolf 
missiles—missile 
interceptors that 
are fired in sets of 
two. Britain’s bud-
get cuts continue to 
leave the 
nation at 
risk.

Nothing to look forward to but 
looting some shops
A lack of hopes and dreams in English 
youth contributed to the riots last sum-
mer, the independent inquiry set up by 
the government said in its interim re-
port published Nov. 28, 2011. “We were 
shocked by the number of young people 
we spoke to who had no hopes or dreams 
for their future,” wrote the chairman of 
the Riots Communities and Victims Pan-
el, Darra Singh, in the report’s foreword. 
There is a “collective pessimism about the 
future,” he wrote. “The absence of hopes 
and dreams amongst many we spoke to is 
a danger for society,” the report says. The 
book of Proverbs concurs, saying, “Where 
there is no vision, the people perish.”

Trim the budget? Not this year
Officials from the congressional super committee charged with 
finding ways to reduce the federal deficit by $1.2 trillion over 
the next decade announced on Nov. 21, 2011, that they would 
not be able to make any proposals before their Thanksgiving 
deadline. Democratic officials were unwilling to cut entitle-
ments in the run-up to 2012 federal elections and Republican 
officials were unwilling to raise taxes. As a result, the Dow 
Jones industrial average lost almost 250 points as investors wor-
ried about debt problems both at home and abroad. This failure 
may expose the U.S. sovereign rating to more downgrades. “It 
is just a matter of time before the government’s rating is cut,” 
Steve Ricchiuto, Mizuho Securities’ chief economist, said in a 
report. America lacks the political will to make the budget cuts 
necessary. Expect the United States to soon enter a time of un-
precedented economic turmoil.

I’d kill for that $2 waffle maker
Black Friday sales across the United States were marred by vio-
lence as crazed shoppers literally fought over the best deals. Sev-
eral incidents occurred at 
Wal-Mart stores as mil-
lions of Americans loaded 
up on holiday purchases. 
One female shopper at a 
Los Angeles, California, 
Wal-Mart—desperate to 
get her hands on some 
discounted electronics—
actually pepper-sprayed 
a crowd of people in an 
attempt to keep them away 
from the merchandise she 
wanted. Chaos erupted at 
a Wal-Mart in Rome, New York, when several fights broke out in 
the electronics department. Two shoppers ended up in hospital 
for minor injuries. A discount-seeking shopper in San Leandro, 
California, was shot and critically wounded during a robbery out-
side a Wal-Mart. Similar shootings occurred in Fayetteville, North 
Carolina; Myrtle Beach, South Carolina; and Des Moines, Iowa. It 
is astonishing how violent and self-centered human beings can be 
when a materialistic craze comes over them. If people will explode 
like this over discounted plasma tvs, imagine what will happen 
when America starts to experience food shortages.

Anglo-america

Adolescents throw 
rocks at police in 

London in August.
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The End of the 
Free World

A note from the 
Trumpet Staff 

Ten years ago, in our January 2002 edition, the Trumpet presented an 
overview of biblical prophecy. Called “The Coming World Crisis,” this special 
issue featured articles on each of the major global powers foretold in Scrip-
ture to play a significant role in end-time events. 
We are now in the process of converting it into 
a booklet to offer to Trumpet subscribers.

The following article, about Anglo-America, 
is reprinted in full and unaltered from that issue. 
It is our hope that you will benefit from reading 
its astounding preview of world events—now in 
many instances a post-view. We believe it pow-
erfully demonstrates the inerrancy of the Bible. 
Its timeless nature is made all the more exciting 
as you consider the astounding events that 
have taken place just over this past year. 

As you read, remember the shocking economic collapse experienced by 
the U.S. and Britain in 2008. Remember the hundreds of financial institu-
tions—including giants Bank of America, Merrill Lynch, Bear Sterns, Lehman 
Brothers, Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac—that either failed, or were bailed 
out or nationalized. Consider the 9 million jobs that have been lost, the mil-
lions of homes that are being foreclosed upon, the record high food stamp 
usage, and the growing divide between rich and poor. And remember that 
another, greater crash is guaranteed to hit soon. 

As you read, don’t forget the heightened social unrest spilling onto the 
streets in America and Britain. For five days in August, animal-like mobs 
of rioters in London burned businesses and homes, hospitalized police 
officers, looted shops, assaulted citizens, and even killed people. That 
same month, in America there were the race riots in Milwaukee that more 

closely resembled something out of tribal Afghanistan. More recently, the 
Occupy Wall Street movement has made dramatic headlines. Every day it 
seems that people are getting angrier—and looking for someone to blame. 
Authorities reported record gun sales in November, up 35 percent over the 
previous year. Violence is taking over the streets in many of our cities, and 
people are getting desperate for protection.

As you read, consider that America’s military—the institution that per-
haps the most Americans take pride in—is reaching a critical breakpoint. 
After more than a decade of war, troops and equipment are stretched like 
never before. The average age of fighter aircraft is 24 years and rising. For 
naval vessels it is even higher. Hundreds of aircraft and vessels are operat-
ing far past their expected operational lifetimes. With the broken economy, 
massive military spending cuts are guaranteed. America’s military is set to 
shrink rapidly. In Britain, a country once renowned for its navy, its armed 
forces are so shrunken that it no longer has even a single aircraft carrier. 

And as you think about the prophecy in this article, know that America 
and Britain are now less able than at any time in their history to cope 
with these problems. Think of the moral decline that has taken place over 
the past decade, and what that has done to our leadership. Think of the 
in-your-face homosexual agenda being forced on the nation. Think of the 
breakdown in traditional families. The consequences are becoming more 
apparent each year. America’s jails are full. Depression and health issues 
plague society. One in four women take at least one drug for a mental 
health issue. These problems are beyond our ability to fix.  

But there is a solution to our problems. God promises to protect and 
prosper those who commit to obey Him and keep His laws. He promises to 
give answers to even our biggest problems. We hope the following article 
will help you see the urgency in God’s work today and that it will motivate 
you to action. This world needs solutions—God’s solutions—more than 
ever. And we hope you will continue to be a part of that. 

READ THIS FIRST
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One of the most astounding se-
crets of the Bible—that the Unit-
ed States and Britain are two of 
the most prominent nations men-

tioned in prophecy—may initially appear 
startling, or even preposterous, to some of 
our readers.

Yet, while never mentioned by their 
modern-day names, the prophecies about 
these nations that have come to pass are so 
numerous, they provide one of the most 
convincing proofs of the validity of God’s 
written Word! A startling statement, but 
provable beyond the shadow of a doubt.

These nations are dramatic, living ex-
amples of prophecy being fulfilled.

Tragically, these nations have a history 
of being quick to forget. Even knowledge 
revealing their identity and their role in 
history might have been lost forever in the 
corridors of time, had God not restored 
this truth to His Church through the late 
Herbert W. Armstrong.

But still more important for your sake 
than the prophecies already fulfilled are 
the prophecies yet to be fulfilled. The fu-
ture of these nations, as portrayed by 
God’s prophets, is a terrifying one. Yet 
scriptures like Isaiah 55:11 remind us that 
God’s prophecies are sure.

We now can see the seeds of these vital 
prophecies being fulfilled, in world events, 
and exposed on the pages of this magazine!

Now, more than ever, before it is too 
late, you must have a clear-eyed view of 
what to expect in the years ahead—to 
get a grasp of what God forecasts for the 
American and British peoples.

To say that the effect these prophecies 
will have on your life will be dramatic 
would be a grave understatement!

Here is why.

Identity of U.S. and Britain
First, before we can understand the proph-
ecies pertaining to the United States and 
Britain, an understanding of the identity 
of these countries in the Bible is essential.

The abundant material blessings even-
tually bestowed on the U.S. and the Brit-
ish Commonwealth of nations were ini-
tially conveyed to the biblical patriarch 
Abraham because of his obedience (Gen-
esis 22:16-18). He then passed them on to 
his son Isaac, who later did the same with 
his son Jacob. In due time, Jacob conferred 
this birthright promise to his son Joseph’s 
sons—Manasseh and Ephraim. Manasseh 
was to become one great nation, and his 
younger brother a company of nations. 

One day, materially, these nations would 
become stupendously rich and powerful, 
above any other nations.

For proof of why Britain (together with 
some of the British Commonwealth na-
tions) and the United States of America 
can be identified in the Bible as Ephraim 
and Manasseh—part of the lost 10 tribes 
of Israel—request a free copy of The Unit-
ed States and Britain in Prophecy, written 
by Herbert Armstrong.

The Bible is a book essentially about Is-
rael—its history and its future. Given that 
the modern descendants of the Israelites 
are known, the key to understanding bib-
lical prophecy suddenly jumps into view.

That includes an understanding of 
those future events which are certain to 
soon hit this world!

Prophecies Already Fulfilled
One of the most amazing stories of history, 
that of the unparalleled growth and pros-
perity of the United States and Britain, 
and the unprecedented, startling speed of 
their appearance on the world scene, takes 
us straight back to those promises made 

The peoples that have defined the world for two centuries 
face an uncertain future. What’s ahead for the U.S. and 
Britain?  By Ryan Malone

uncivilized  
A rioter walks past a car  

engulfed in flames in London.

unfinished  
Some of the last American 

troops leave Iraq.

unhappy  
Occupy Oakland protesters march 

against the Port of Oakland.
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to Ephraim and Manasseh. Following the 
unwinding of these prophecies from their 
earliest phases makes a fascinating study.

Think of it! At the height of their power, 
these two countries possessed nearly three 
quarters of all the world’s cultivated wealth 
and resources. For Britain, the sun never 
set on its empire. In fact, it became the 
greatest territorial expanse in history, and 
the United States the greatest single nation.

Just as your Bible prophesied would be 
the case, no people have enjoyed greater 
blessings of prosperity and freedom than 
the modern nations of Israel.

However, the conditions on which 
these Anglo-American promises were 
made—the active part of the equation—
depended on obedience to God, the 
awarder of such spectacular and abun-
dant blessings. God kept His part of the 
bargain. Israel did not. God’s agreement 
with ancient Israel specified that, in such a 
case, curses for disobedience would follow 
on the heels of the blessings.

What the world has witnessed in these 
nations, especially over the last few de-
cades, is an unequalled moral decline—
and consequently, the gradual removal of 
God’s blessings. How clearly reality in both 
the U.S. and Britain reflects this truth!

Isaiah prophesied of the decline of 
strong leadership—nationally and within 
families (Isaiah 1:4-6; 3:1-12). Family strife, 
abusive parents, delinquent children, 
adultery and divorce are commonplace in 
the Western world. God also prophesied 
that sexual perversions would abound—
comparing American and British society 
to ancient Sodom (Isaiah 3:9).

God prophesied of a decline in military 
strength and will (Leviticus 26:17-20). The 
facts speak for themselves. Both Britain 
and the United States are currently with-
drawing from their role as the world’s 
peace brokers and turning the job over to 
a willing German-led European Union, 
which has begun to take on U.S.-led peace 
challenges in the Middle East, Bosnia and 
Afghanistan. Right now, despite the far 
superior size and capacity of its military, 
the casualty-shy U.S. feels particularly 
wary about acting forcefully enough to 
win a decisive battle.

Also prophesied for America and Brit-
ain was the gain of strategic sea gates 
(Genesis 22:17) only to be lost as these na-
tions reaped curses for disobedience. This 
too has already largely occurred. The 20th 
century saw Britain’s and America’s loss of 
sea gates such as the Suez Canal, Malta, 
Singapore, Hong Kong, the Cape of Good 

Hope and the Panama Canal. 
Gibraltar will undoubtedly be 
added to the list soon, as Britain 

is being bullied by the European Union to 
relinquish control of this strategic terri-
tory, under threat of horrendous fines.

To anyone with a truly open mind, who 
knows the identity of Israel in prophecy, 
the fact that God is allowing Britain and 
America to reap the corrective conse-
quences of their actions should be increas-
ingly obvious.

Given that people are largely ignoring 
the correction meted out thus far, what 
can we expect to occur in the future?

Prophecies to Be Fulfilled
Old Testament prophets like Ezekiel, Jer-
emiah, Isaiah and Hosea provided specific 
detail about what is to happen to the Unit-
ed States and Britain. Their prophecies 
were sometimes dual, with a lesser fulfill-
ment to happen in their day. But they were 
mostly written for the end time, just prior 
to Jesus Christ’s Second Coming.

Ezekiel, for instance, 
wrote about Israel’s future 
destruction and captivity 
well after ancient Israel 
had already gone into captiv-
ity. Other prophecies could 
not have been fulfilled during 
the lives of the prophets. God 
even explicitly told certain 
prophets that their words are 
for the end time (see Jeremi-
ah 30:2, 24; Isaiah 30:8; “the 
time to come” reads “the lat-
ter day” in the Hebrew).

In these prophecies, God 
refers to the end-time nations 
of Israel as the “house of Israel,” “Jacob” 
or “my people.” Some prophecies refer 
specifically to the house of Judah—the 
modern nation of Israel in the Middle East 
today—but often, the general prophecies 
can be applied to Israel and Judah, since 
Judah is a tribe of Israel.

Armed with this knowledge, we can 
get a clear picture of the future of America 
and Britain from Old Testament prophe-
cy. Tragically, the story told there is very 
bleak.

In addition to prophesying the decline 
of the greatest superpowers ever to exist, 
the fruits of which are being seen now, the 
Bible says the decline will culminate in the 
tragic devastation of these two countries. 
The U.S., Britain, Canada, New Zealand, 
Australia and others will see utter defeat in 
a coming world war—what the Bible calls 
the Great Tribulation (Matthew 24:21-22).

In comparing the cities of Sodom and 
Gomorrah to modern-day Israel, Isaiah 
foretold that Israel would suffer the same 
fate as those two evil cities—with only a 
few righteous to be saved (Isaiah 1:7, 9).

Here is how these events will play 
out, as the Bible foretells, just before and 
throughout this future tribulation. The 
outline can be found in Ezekiel 5. Through 
Ezekiel—whose prophecy was for the 
“house of Israel” (Ezekiel 3:5)—God says 
that a third part of America and the Brit-
ish nations will die by pestilence and fam-
ine, a third by nuclear attack on the land, 
and the final third taken into captivity.

These are prophecies to sit up and take 
note of! This is the plain Word of God, 
printed in your Bible! Surely, it should 
merit your attention!

Pestilence and Famine
Ezekiel 5:12 states, “A third part of thee 
shall die with the pestilence, and with 
famine shall they be consumed in the 
midst of thee ….”

Earlier in chapter 5, Ezekiel was told to 
go through a physical ritual that pictured 

this event: “And thou, son of 
man, take thee a sharp knife, 
take thee a barber’s razor, 
and cause it to pass upon 
thine head and upon thy 
beard: then take thee bal-
ances to weigh, and divide 
the hair. Thou shalt burn 
with fire a third part in the 
midst of the city, when the 
days of the siege are fulfilled 
…” (verses 1-2).

In his new booklet, Eze-
kiel: The End-Time Prophet, 
our editor in chief wrote, 
“The word pestilence just 

means destruction or death (see the He-
brew and Chaldee Lexicon). One definition 
of the root word is ‘to lay snares, to plot 
against, to destroy.’ So this pestilence could 
be a plague of violence or burning—not 
necessarily a physical disease at all! It can 
be defined as a plague of violence and riot-
ing—such as the Los Angeles riots in 1992 
or as the violence of the September 11, 2001, 
terrorist attacks! Why would the first third 
be burned with fire (verse 2), if it refers to a 
disease epidemic?

“The pestilence, or plague of violence, 
will cause many health problems that lead 
to famine. Sewage disposal will be dis-
rupted. Gas lines will be broken. Jobs will 
be lost. Society will unravel and the col-
lective panic will bring a stock market di-
saster! It will get so bad that violence and 
famine will take millions of lives!” It will 
take a full third of lives, in fact! This is 
death on the scale of tens of millions of 
people! Write for a free copy of this book-
let for more information.

The siege spoken of in Ezekiel portends 
an economic disaster, for God speaks 

To anyone with a 
truly open mind, 
who knows the 

identity of Israel in 
prophecy, the fact 
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actions should be 
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of removing Israel’s financial blessings 
(Hosea 2:8-9). The Bible shows that this 
famine will get so bad, people will turn 
to what seems unthinkable in our current 
prosperity: cannibalism (Ezekiel 5:10).

Watch the American and British econ-
omies carefully. The U.S. economy, in 
particular, is an ever expanding bubble—
ready to burst anytime. It has been kept 
afloat by superficial means, particularly 
heavy consumer spending. When the ter-
rorist attacks struck on September 11, the 
fragile economy was revealed for what it 
was as consumer spending took a huge 
blow. Yet, it all began to pick up as the U.S. 
entered a retaliatory mode and the holiday 
shopping season struck.

America will not be so resilient when it 
suffers this kind of pestilence prophesied 
in Ezekiel 5. With one third of the popu-
lation falling as casualties of domestic 
violence, the world’s largest economy will 
barely be a shell of what it used to be.

Of course, all this seems too unbeliev-
able to be true! How could such a fate be-
fall America? Well, before September 11, 
who would have believed that such terror-
ism could occur on U.S. soil? It was so un-
believably shocking. Yet, it happened. The 
terrorist attacks, the rioting and racial ten-
sions already experienced in both Britain 
and the U.S. are signs that this plague of 
violence is imminent. We should watch 
these things, so this destruction does not 
catch us off guard (Luke 21:36).

As Mr. Flurry’s Ezekiel booklet points 
out, we should watch for increased racial 
tension in the nations of Israel. Increas-
ingly over the last ten years, British and 
American newspapers have been spat-
tered with stories about bloodshed over 
conflicts between racial groups.

The race riots in Cincinnati, Ohio, last 
April and Britain’s Bradford riots of six 
months ago were only a precursor of how 
major Western cities could fall to such 
violence in the near future—violence so 
great as to cause the death of one third 
of these countries’ citizens.

‘The Sword’
After the pestilence and famine, Ezekiel 
5:12 says, “a third part shall fall by 
the sword round about thee ….” The 
next event will be a military attack against 
the end-time nations of Israel. Hosea 5:5 
says that Britain, America and Israel will 
all fall together.

Yet, how could this prophecy come to 
pass, particularly against America, which 
is still by far the most militarily superior 
nation in the world?

We can expect to see something un-
dercut the U.S. military might—perhaps 

more terrorist attacks or even cyberwar-
fare and cyberterrorism.

The U.S. has downsized its defense pro-
gram to the point where it can no longer 
fight a war on two fronts. The current cam-
paign in Afghanistan may 
look impressive, but proph-
ecy indicates that what is left 
of America’s strength will 
be “spent in vain” (Leviticus 
26:20). Perhaps this war on 
terrorism will have exhaust-
ed American forces by the 
time the real enemy attacks.

Britain is suffering from 
a similar military contrac-
tion. The Daily Telegraph 
reported on June 11, 2001, 
“The Royal Navy can barely 
meet its nato obligations, 
let alone think of mounting 
any campaign in Britain’s in-
terests far away ….” As God 
prophesied in Isaiah 3, the 
“mighty man” and the “man of war” will 
continue to fade into non-existence.

The economic wounds previously dis-
cussed will most likely contribute to the 
lack of military strength and response at 
this point in time. Consider the implica-
tions of another of Ezekiel’s prophecies: 
“They have blown the trumpet, even to 
make all ready; but none goeth to the 
battle: for my wrath is upon all the mul-
titude thereof” (Ezekiel 7:14). It appears 
certain that, at some future point, Israel’s 
military will be so crippled that an armed 
takeover by another country will occur.

But who will attack the United States 
and the British nations? When you under-
stand Bible prophecy, you realize that these 
countries’ foreign policies have been off the 
mark when predicting which countries pose 
the real threat. It will not be the Russians. It 
will not be Iraq. It will not be North Korea.

The Bible actually shows it is those with 
whom Israel has formed a close alliance—
its “lovers” (Lamentations 1:1-2; Hosea 2:13).

Ezekiel 23 reveals these “lovers” to be 
the Assyrians (verses 5, 7, 9, 12)—end-time 
Germany. Germany, by this time, will be 
leading a united Europe, a resurrection of 
the Holy Roman Empire—the prophetic 
beast power of Revelation 13 and 17.

God will use the German-led European 
Union to punish the U.S. and Britain: “O 
Assyrian, the rod of mine anger, and the 
staff in their hand is mine indignation. I 
will send him against an hypocritical na-
tion, and against the people of my wrath 
will I give him a charge, to take the spoil, 
and to take the prey, and to tread them down 
like the mire of the streets” (Isaiah 10:5-6).

At this point, we can pause and make 

another point about what to watch in the 
times ahead: These verses provide pro-
phetic proof that Britain will not remain 
in the European Union! Britain’s sense of 
national identity is in tatters. It is increas-

ingly dependent on Europe 
for its financial well-being, 
and yet it is doing the bal-
ancing act of maintaining its 
sterling markets in the face 
of a Europe that officially ad-
opted the euro as its means 
of exchange this month. Still, 
Britain has failed to find a 
comfortable role for itself in 
Europe.

Britain will be left 
out. Europe is prophesied to 
conquer Britain. In Isaiah 
28:3, God refers specifically 
to Britain (Ephraim) being 
trodden underfoot.

God says this military at-
tack on Britain and the U.S. 

will not only destroy another one third 
of their inhabitants, but it will utterly level 
the cities not already destroyed by the 
“pestilence.” Ezekiel 6:6 mentions the cities 
being “laid waste” and “desolate” (see also 
Hosea 5:9). Even more graphic, the Bible 
shows that these cities will be left without 
one inhabitant! (Isaiah 6:11; Jeremiah 2:15; 
33:10). The cities of ancient Israel were not 
destroyed in this manner. In fact, these 
prophecies could not have come to pass 
until the advent of nuclear technology.

How utterly astounding to imagine cit-
ies like New York, Washington, d.c., Los 
Angeles, London and Sydney being leveled 
and left empty by nuclear destruction! But 
it is coming!

Captivity
The third and final phase of God’s pun-
ishment toward Israel will then be carried 
out: “… and I will scatter a third 
part into all the winds, and I will 
draw out a sword after them” (Eze-
kiel 5:12). The survivors of the pestilence, 
famine and nuclear attacks will be taken 
captive by the German-dominated Europe.

God says He will cast Britain out of His 
sight (Jeremiah 7:15). Hosea 9:3-6 show 
that they will be taken as captives into As-
syria and Egypt—where the beast power 
will also dominate during this nuclear 
world war (Daniel 11:42).

The suffering of this bondage will far 
outweigh that of any previous time (Jer-
emiah 30:7; Matthew 24:21). The ghoulish 

See free world page 36 ➤
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The 
Mystery 
of Human 
Creativity 
Explained
Invention and imagination are 
awesome, and uniquely human, 
abilities. Where did they come from? 
Why do we create?  By Dennis Leap 

This issue featured 50 of the latest ideas be-
ing developed into new products. Here are 
some examples: a 3-D transistor that will 
use half the power and be about 37 percent 
more effective; an artificial leaf that will 
convert the sun’s rays into storable chemi-
cal energy; a tiny rectangular camera that 
captures an entire light field, allowing the 
photographer to refocus a picture after it is 
taken; an led light bulb to replace the in-
candescent and fluorescent; and a surveil-
lance device that looks like and flies like a 
hummingbird. Truly amazing. 

These creations are a reflection of the 
human imagination at work. Man has an 

basic as walking, talking and thinking.” 
The playwright Julia Cameron writes: 
“Creativity is the natural order of life.” The 
historian Paul Johnson writes: “Creativity, 
I believe, is inherent in all of us.” Creativ-
ity expert Michael Michalko writes: “We 
were all born as spontaneous, creative 
thinkers.” Tom Wujec, creative director 
of Digital Media Services at the Royal On-
tario Museum in Toronto, writes: “We ex-
perience creativity every time a fresh idea 
pops into our minds. And we can sum-
mon creativity when we need it.” 

In November 2011, Time published a 
special edition titled “The Invention Issue.” 

Human creative genius has left 
its mark on our world. It has ad-
vanced civilization by improving 
human living conditions. Think 

about the creative inventions that have 
drastically altered and improved our lives: 
airplanes, cars, light bulbs, telephones and 
television, just to name a very few. Man is 
virtually defined by creativity—in manu-
facturing, art, literature, music, humor, 
and virtually every other field of activity.

Every human is a creator. The photog-
rapher John Loori wrote: “Cre-
ativity is our birthright. It is an 
integral part of being human, as 
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almost limitless imagination. Humans 
use creativity so frequently, we miss what 
a miracle it is to be creative. Creativ-
ity didn’t begin in our technological age. 
Human creativity helped bring about the 
technological age.

Only man has the ability to create pic-
tures in the mind and then manipulate 
materials from the earth to bring into re-
ality what was imagined. Imagination ig-
nites creativity and gives the human mind 
its uniqueness.   

It is imagination that opens the door 
for us to meditate on our origins and our 
destiny.

Where Does Creativity Come From?
One theory of human origins postulates 
that millions of years ago, life began on 
Earth from a mathematically impossible 
chemical reaction—maybe caused by a 
lightning strike to a slimy pond of chemi-
cals—that over eons of time, through in-
credible non-intelligent processes, first 
formed into a microscopic acid, then to 
an amoeba, then to a slug, eventually to 
an ape, and finally to a man who can sit 
down, be still and think back historically, 
asking himself: How did I come to be here? 

Yet chemical soup can never ponder 
how it got to be chemical soup. Though 
man is made from the elements, he is far 
more than a bowl full of chemicals. So at 
what point did chemicals and lightning 
and the passage of time supposedly create 
the inimitable human mind?

Intelligent, sincere scientists have de-
voted lifetimes full of imagination and 
creative thinking to discovering man’s 
origins. Yet they are fighting a losing 
battle. No matter how much men dissect, 
investigate and postulate, the knowledge 
of origins has to be revealed by an Origi-
nator. The real truth of origins and why 
man is on Earth is known, is extremely 
well documented, and is so much more 
inspiring, rational and satisfying than the 
wild imaginations of evolutionary theory. 

Education, religion and science could 
get a lot further down the path to under-
standing human origins and purpose if the 
people studying origins simply took a fresh 
look at the abilities of their own minds. 

Man a Creator
We tend to overlook the fact that men, 
women and children are highly creative 
creatures. In fact, humans are the only 
creatures on Earth that are truly creative. 
Don’t be fooled by discussions of spiders’ 
webs or song thrush nests. Man is the only 
being that can imagine and then bring 
into existence what he imagines, whether 
architecture, art, literature, mechanical 

inventions, music or sculpture. 
Creativity is a highly advanced mental 

process that involves dreaming or imagi-
nation, development and innovation. Let’s 
be honest: No other creature—ape, chimp, 
bird, dog or dolphin—can create. 

So, shouldn’t this tell us something? 
Where did we get such power? 

Experts studying creativity have un-
covered that creative talents and traits 
are passed on from previous generations. 
Most great artists, musicians or writers 
were children or grandchildren of art-
ists, musicians and writers. It is so simple. 
If we use our imagination and go back a 
multitude of generations and ask where 
humans got their ability to be creative, it is 
not so difficult to understand the answer 
to that question.

The gifted historian Paul Johnson 
gives us his insight on this question. In 
his book Creators, he writes: “We are the 
progeny of Almighty God. God is defined 
in many ways: all-powerful, all-wise, and 
all-seeing; everlasting; the lawgiver; the 
ultimate source of love, beauty, justice and 
happiness. Most of all, He is the creator.” 
Read that quote again. It is from a histori-
an. Could humans be creative because we 
obtained our proclivity for creativity from 
our most distant ancestor—God? 

To fully understand our origins, the 
fact that we do create should point us in 
the direction of God—not an ape. Human 
imagination and creativity is a key that 
unlocks the mystery of our true origins 
and our future.

Let Us Make
If you think about it, even the scientists 
hypothesizing about man’s origins use 
imagination and creative thinking. They 
just use it in a wrong way. Human imagi-
nation has to be governed by revealed 
truth and law, or it becomes fiction—ei-
ther fruitless or extremely dangerous. 

God, who is the Creator of all, is also 
the Educator. He has made it plain that 
man is not an animal—did not come from 

animals—and has a future far greater 
than animals and angels. 

Our all-wise God tells us how we came 
to be: “And God said, Let us make man in 
our image, after our likeness: and let them 
have dominion over the fish of the sea, and 
over the fowl of the air, and over the cattle, 
and over all the earth, and over every creep-
ing thing that creepeth upon the earth. So 
God created man in his own image, in the 
image of God created he him; male and fe-
male created he them” (Genesis 1:26-27). 

Here is fantastic truth that should fire 
our imaginations. Here is the sought-after 
truth of origins so simple to grasp. Man is 
not made after the ameba, ape, cat, chimp, 
dog, horse or zebra kind. Man is made af-
ter the God kind! In Luke 3, the geneal-
ogy of Jesus Christ states specifically that 
Adam was the son of God. Literally, God is 
the Father of the human race. 

In this age (now coming to a close) we 
are created physical sons. However, in the 
soon-coming World Tomorrow man will 
be given the opportunity to become Spir-
it-born sons. 

In his book The Incredible Human 
Potential, Herbert Armstrong explained, 
“Man, to be born ultimately into the very 
God Family, was designed to have godly-
type mind—ability to  think, to reason, 
to make choices and decisions, capable of 
forming ethical, moral and spiritual atti-
tudes.” Feel free to request a free copy of 
this amazing book. 

Man was created with a mind like 
God’s, only much inferior. In a limited 
way, man has the ability to create things 
from material substances using his mind 
and hands, just like God. This is the only 
viable explanation as to why man is so 
highly creative. 

God intended man to use his creativity 
to subdue and rule over the Earth and its 
creatures (Genesis 1:28). God put Adam’s 
creative mind to work immediately by 
having him give names to the animals 
(Genesis 2:19). Coming up with a proper 
name to describe unique traits in each in-
dividual animal required a finely tuned 
process of creative thinking. Eve was also 
created with incredible creative ability. 

Cause of Trouble
Our first parents rejected God and His re-
vealed knowledge and the code of law that 
would produce all happiness. As a result, 
Adam and Eve’s creative ability became a 
source of tragic trouble for them and the 
family that came from them. Genesis 3 
shows that Adam and Eve fell under the 

Only man has the ability 
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control of Satan the devil. Jealous of such 
a marvelous human mind and its potential, 
this once-righteous being began to influ-
ence men to use their minds for evil pur-
poses. Moses tells us: “And God saw that 
the wickedness of man  was great in the 
earth, and  that every imagination of the 
thoughts of his heart was only evil continu-
ally. And it repented the Lord that he had 
made man on the earth, and it grieved him 
at his heart” (Genesis 6:5-6). As mankind 
turned further and further away from God, 
men, women and children used their imag-
inations to create evil. Verse 11 in this same 
chapter says the Earth was full of violence. 

God did not create man to make a vio-
lent world. Yet, things got so bad on the 
Earth that God grieved over the creation of 
mankind. Man had become so evil in his 
imagination and actions that God decided 
to teach man a painful lesson about the 
destructiveness of sin. He brought about a 
worldwide flood, destroying all breathing 
life, including man. However, God spared 
Noah, his family and enough animals to 
start over. Did man learn the lesson?  

Unfortunately, it was not long until 
man again degenerated in his thinking. 
Moses explains, “And the Lord said, Be-
hold, the people is one, and they have all 
one language; and this they begin to do: 
and now nothing will be restrained from 
them, which they have imagined to do. Go 
to, let us go down, and there confound 
their language, that they may not under-
stand one another’s speech.  So the Lord 
scattered them abroad from thence upon 
the face of all the earth: and they left off 
to build the city” (Genesis 11:6-8). Prior to 
this scene at the tower of Babel, mankind 
had only one language. Communication 
flowed easily, and men used their imagi-
nations collectively to rebel against God. 
Essentially, they decided to build a tower 
tall enough so God could not drown them 
again for their disobedience. They put their 
imaginations to work. They developed en-
gineering skill. They brought their mental 
pictures into reality. They fashioned build-
ing materials from the earth. They built. 

God recorded for our education, now 
nothing will be restrained from them, 
which they have imagined to do. This is an 
astounding verse. It reveals that man, giv-
en enough time and the right resources, 
can create what he imagines—both good 
and evil. At the tower of Babel, God saw 
clearly that man, under the influence of 
Satan, would develop the technology to 
destroy himself and the entire Earth. So 
God put a time delay on what man could 

accomplish by introducing a multitude of 
human languages. The confusion created 
short-circuited man’s creative advance to 
self-destruction.  

Created to Create
When we take an honest look at our world 
today, we can see that God’s time delay on 
man’s creative accomplishment has been 
lifted (Revelation 10:6). Our world is full 
of marvelous inventions that have made 
human life so much easier. Yet, on the 
dark side, man’s creative genius has devel-
oped horrific inventions, including weap-
ons of mass destruction that can wipe all 
life off this planet. 

Jesus Christ prophesied that just prior 
to His Second Coming, our world would be 
just like Noah’s world (Matthew 24:37-39). 
Men’s imaginations would be set on doing 
evil continually (Genesis 6:5). There is no 
better way to describe the shape our world 
is in. Men, women and children imag-
ine evil, and then do what they imagine. 
Thus, we have a world ready to choke on 
its own filth and blood. Who is to blame? 
Certainly not God. We have done this to 
ourselves—with Satan’s help, of course.

Current news and Bible prophecy show 
us that our world today is just like Noah’s 
time. We can expect to see unparalleled 
world upheaval and violence. For a short 
time, our generation will suffer as no oth-
er (Matthew 24:21-22). Much of this suf-
fering will come as the result of the wrong 
use of our imaginations.

Yet there is great hope: God is not going 
to let us destroy ourselves. He does plan to 
step in when we are at the brink of total de-
struction; when we are ready to fully learn 
the lesson that rebellion against God can 
never bring about goodness and happiness.

There is an incredible future just ahead 
for all mankind. What does that future 
hold? Men will finally be properly edu-
cated about God and His purpose for cre-
ating man. Brought to his knees, man will 
finally be willing to learn and admit that 
God is not only the Creator but also the 
great Lawgiver. To learn about God and 
His purpose for man, human beings will 
study creation, including the universe. 

Discussing God with the Romans, Paul 

said, “For his invisible attributes, namely, 
his eternal power and divine nature, have 
been clearly perceived, ever since the cre-
ation of the world, in the things that have 
been made” (Romans 1:20; English Stan-
dard Version). Much of what man wants 
to know about God and himself has been 
right before our eyes all along. Instead of 
looking down and digging in the earth for 
his origins, man should have been look-
ing around him and up into the heavens 
for answers. This incredible Earth and the 
universe could never have come into exis-
tence as a result of chance or happenstance.

By studying the Earth and the universe 
without prejudice, we can gain awesome 
knowledge. Request our booklet Our Awe-
some Universe Potential. This free, full-
color publication will give you breathtak-
ing details on what we have learned about 
the Earth and universe from one of man’s 
most incredible inventions—the Hubble 
telescope. Combining this knowledge with 
what is revealed in the Bible, this booklet 
will show you how the Earth and the uni-
verse reveal that a Being of incredible pow-
er, intelligence and creativity, with skilled 
talent for design and engineering, brought 
into existence a wonderful planet, nestled 
in just the right place of a vast, expanding 
universe, made perfect to support micro-
scopic, plant, animal and human life. 

Is there a connection between man and 
the universe? The Bible reveals that there 
is a surprisingly stupendous tie between 
man and the countless numbers of stars 
and galaxies stretched across the vastness 
of space. Paul revealed, “For the creation 
waits with eager longing for the revealing 
of the sons of God. For the creation was 
subjected to futility, not willingly, but be-
cause of him who subjected it, in hope that 
the creation itself will be set free from its 
bondage to corruption and obtain the free-
dom of the glory of the children of God” 
(Romans 8:19-21; esv). There is a stunning 
history behind these verses. Even more, 
there is extraordinary promise and a fu-
ture as vast and limitless as the universe. 

Our Awesome Universe Potential fully 
explains the history and the promise. This 
booklet will prove to you that man is des-
tined to take responsibility for finishing 
the creation of the universe now suffering 
from decay. It is our awesome destiny to be 
born into the God Family and bring life to 
myriads of lifeless planets scattered into 
the deep blackness of space. What a truth! 
Man was created to create! And as God’s 
own sons, we will use that creativ-
ity forever.� n

Man, given enough time 
and the right resources, can 
create what he imagines—

both good and evil.
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principles of living  Stephen flurry

You Can Conquer 
Spiritual Lethargy!
What to do when you’ve been letting down

The kingdom of Judah hadn’t seen this kind of cou-
rageous leadership since the days of King David. Asa was 
only a teenager when he became king, but he wouldn’t let 
youthful inexperience stop him from taking bold steps to 

purge Judah of its widespread idolatry and lawlessness.
Asa put God first, above his own personal wants and de-

sires—even ahead of his own parents. He abolished all the idols 
“his fathers had made,” and he kicked his evil mother off her 
throne. The Bible describes the early days of Asa’s reign as 10 
years of quiet (2 Chronicles 14:1). What peace God provides when 
we diligently work to remove idolatry and sexual perversion from 
our environment!

King Asa wisely used these peaceful, prosperous years to plan 
for the future. He worked doubly hard fortifying Judah’s cities 
(verses 6-7) and was careful not to forget God.

Then, when trouble finally did come—an incomprehensi-
bly large, million-man army—Asa trusted in God, crying out 
for deliverance. “Lord, it is nothing with thee to help, whether 
with many, or with them that have no power,” he prayed. “Help 
us, O Lord our God; for we rest on thee, and in thy name we go 
against this multitude. O Lord, thou art our God; let not man 
prevail against thee” (verse 11). If we do our part to build spiritual 
strength during times of peace and quiet, we can still experience 
rest in the Lord during periods of trial and test.

God smote the Ethiopian army before all of Judah. He then 
sent the Prophet Azariah to deliver a message of hope—and 
warning. The prophet declared, “The Lord is with you, while ye 
be with him; and if ye seek him, he will be found of you; but if ye 
forsake him, he will forsake you” (2 Chronicles 15:2).

Asa heeded God’s loving instruction, and just as God had 
promised, blessings poured into the land. These blessings were 
so visibly obvious that many Israelites to the north started to 
move to Judah. They wanted to experience what it was like to be 
ruled by a righteous king! King Baasha of Israel was so alarmed 
by the exodus of his own people that he fortified Israel’s southern 
border, turning the city of Ramah, just six miles from Jerusalem, 
into a military stronghold.

Asa was distressed by this provocative act. Israel’s army was 
right at Judah’s doorstep. In his mind, this was an act of war. 
How would this righteous king respond?

Incredibly, after a long history of walking by faith and trust-
ing God, King Asa gathered a large store of treasure from God’s 
house in order to finance a shady military alliance with Syria. 
Instead of looking to God, he paid a Gentile king to get rid of the 
problem!

At first, this unholy alliance seemed to work out: Syria invad-
ed Israel, overthrew numerous cities, and forced Israel to evacu-
ate its military stronghold. Ramah fell back into Judah’s hands. 
But these seemingly fortuitous events actually marked the begin-
ning of a tragic end for a king who had devoted most of his life to 
faithfully serving God. 

God immediately 
sent the Prophet Ha-
nani to correct His 
wayward king: “Here-
in thou hast done 
foolishly: therefore 
from henceforth thou 
shalt have wars,” he said (2 Chronicles 16:9). Sadly, this loving 
correction from God only infuriated the aging king. He locked 
God’s prophet in prison and then unleashed a violent persecu-
tion against his own people (verse 10).

Soon after, Asa was stricken with a deadly disease. He refused 
to seek God’s miraculous intervention, turning instead to the 
feeble assistance provided by men. Within two years, he died, 
bringing an ignominious end to the short second act of a kingly 
reign that had been noted for legendary works.

“And, behold, the acts of Asa, first and last, lo, they are written 
in the book of the kings of Judah and Israel” (verse 11). Yes, both 
acts are recorded—the first and the last.

In the first act, Asa was on fire for God. He brought Judah out of 
religious confusion and purged its cities of lawlessness. He cleaned 
house in Judah—and it prospered and grew. When the Ethiopians 
came to conquer, Asa cried out to God, who delivered Judah.

But toward the end of his life, in the second act, Asa had drift-
ed far from God. This didn’t happen overnight. Over the course of 
many months, perhaps years, Asa steadily lost contact with God. 
His faith weakened. And when pressures intensified, when per-
sonal trials increased, he turned to men for help rather than God.

King Asa is no different than many of God’s own people in 
these latter days—brethren of God who are characterized as be-
ing spiritually lukewarm (Revelation 3:14-17). They no longer 
have the burning zeal and unshakable faith they had at the start 
of their conversion. They don’t pour out their hearts to God in ef-
fectual fervent prayer like they used to. Their deep and enduring 
love for digging into the fascinating truth that is buried in God’s 
Word has waxed icy cold. Fasting, fellowship, meditation—these 
all have fallen by the wayside.

Has any of this happened to you? Have you neglected God and 
allowed the disease of spiritual laxness to spread into your life? 
Have you, perhaps after getting off to a strong start, slowed way 
down—or maybe come to a complete stop?

If so, then take heed and learn from the unhappy lesson of a 
Jewish king whose first works were much greater than the last. 
For Asa, it didn’t have to end that way—and neither does it for 
you. Like Asa—who could have repented, but didn’t—you can 
turn back to God, even at the very end of your life, and finish the 
race the way you started.

You can go back and “do the first works” while there is still 
time (Revelation 2:5). But you 
had better hurry. Jesus Christ is 
coming quickly.� n
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God has literally hundreds of promises 
written down for you in His Word saying 
that under certain terms and conditions, He 
will cause things to happen for you if you 

will ask Him. He promises supernatural intervention. 
He promises to deliver you from trouble, to supply 
your every necessity, to fight your personal battles for 
you, to heal you when you are sick and even to pros-
per you financially!

Why then, do the prayers of most people go unan-
swered? The vast majority simply do not know how 
to pray. The Bible reveals seven basic conditions you 
should fulfill to be certain your prayers will be an-
swered. Let’s learn what they are.

1. Know God’s Will
1. To get answers to our prayers, what example did Je-
sus set that we should follow? John 5:30, last part. Are 
we also to understand God’s will? Ephesians 5:17. How 
can we get to know His will? 2 Timothy 2:15.

Comment: By studying God’s will, which is re-
vealed in the Bible, you will begin to think more as 
God thinks. You will come to know that God is love 
and that His will is for our good.

2. If we pray according to God’s will, can we know 
that God will answer our prayers? 1 John 5:14-15.

3. After God led the people of Israel out of slavery 
in Egypt, they rebelled to the extent that His wrath 
was stirred! Consequently, what did God tell Moses 
He would do? Exodus 32:9-10. Did Moses immediately 
intercede on behalf of Israel and ask God to spare the 
nation? Verses 11-13. Did God listen to Moses? Verse 14.

Comment: Notice how Moses pleaded with God. 
He recalled the promises God had made to Abraham, 
Isaac and Israel, which revealed God’s will to multiply 
and bless their descendants. It was Moses’s faith in 
those promises—and his assurance that God would 
abide by them—that gave him such boldness in talk-
ing to his Creator!

4. Are we to approach God’s glorious throne with 
boldness? Hebrews 4:16.

Comment: When Moses prayed for Israel, he was 
able to pray boldly and courageously because he knew 
God’s will. To pray with real faith and confidence, 
you too must first know God’s will. You must come 
to know how God thinks and acts. You must under-
stand the purpose He is working out on Earth and the 
promises He has made in His Word.

2. Believe God
1. According to Jesus Christ, is it essential to believe God 

before we can receive what we ask of Him? Mark 11:24.
Comment: Most people do not realize that a dis-

belief that God will keep His promises or back up His 
Word is simply a lack of faith.

2. Does the Apostle James, the brother of Jesus, 
confirm that faith is an absolute prerequisite to re-
ceiving answers to our prayers? James 1:5-7.

Comment: The person who “wavers,” or doubts 
God, will not receive an answer to his prayers. If you 
lack the faith to trust God, ask God to give it to you. 
After all, faith is one of the “fruits” of the Holy Spirit 
(Galatians 5:22), which is a gift from God.

3. A stunning example of answered prayer is re-
corded in 1 Kings 18:20-39, where you read about the 
Prophet Elijah confronting the false prophets of Baal 
on Mount Carmel. Was there any doubt in Elijah’s 
mind that God would perform a miraculous feat?  
1 Kings 18:36-37. Did Elijah get the results he prayed 
for? Verses 38-39.

Comment: Notice that Elijah, like Moses, knew 
God’s will and gave it as a reason for God to intervene 
(verse 36)—never doubting that He would!

3. Obey God
To get results from your prayers, you must not only 
know God’s will and believe Him, you must also be 
willing to act on His Word.

1. What does God label the person who says he 
“knows God,” and yet does not keep His command-
ments? 1 John 2:4.

Comment: If you haven’t yet learned to accept 
God’s Word as the authority in your life, then you 
can’t really get to know God through prayer.

2. Can those who persistently refuse to keep God’s 
commandments really expect Him to answer their 
prayers? 1 Peter 3:12. What is “doing evil”—what is sin? 
1 John 3:4. Does sin cut you off from God? Isaiah 59:1-2.

Comment: Here is one of the major reasons why so 
many prayers are not answered. God will not listen to a 
person who rebels and persistently disobeys His Word. 

However, in certain instances, God does some-
times hear and answer the prayers of those who, in ig-
norance of the full intent of His law, are not conscious 
of their sins, but obey Him as far as they know. The 
lepers and cripples who came to Jesus to be healed 
didn’t know all of God’s truth, but they did realize 
that Jesus was sent from God and could heal; and they 
acted on what they knew.

So it is a matter of your heart or attitude. If you 
come to God in a humble, repentant spirit and are de-
termined to obey Him to the best of your knowledge 

Seven Keys to 
Answered Prayer
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and ability, He will hear your prayers. But for anyone 
who knows the truth, there is no excuse to disobey God.

3. Can true Christians have a special confidence 
that God will answer their prayers if they are obedi-
ent? 1 John 3:22.

4. Fear and Humility
Too many have a self-sufficient attitude and think 
they can get along fine without God. They neither 
fear God, nor respect His Word as the authority in 
their lives. If people with that mindset pray, does God 
respond? Let’s understand.

1. What is the first prerequisite to be able to under-
stand God and His ways? Psalms 111:10; 112:1.

Comment: To “fear” God means to revere Him—to 
stand in awe of Him, His law, His government and His 
will for us. It means we are apprehensive to disobey 
Him. The fear of God is not dread or terror. Rather, 
it springs from love. When we approach our Creator 
in that attitude—deeply respecting His power and au-
thority over our lives—He will hear our prayers.

2. What kind of person does God relate to? Isaiah 
66:2.

Comment: The word poor refers to humility, not 
poverty. God regards those who are truly humble—
void of pride, arrogance and self-righteousness. 
He esteems those who tremble at, or very carefully 
observe, His words; and those who are of a contrite 
spirit—deeply affected by and repentant of disobey-
ing His instructions and commandments.

On the other hand, God resists the proud 
(James 4:6).

The attitude of godly fear and humility is vital in 
prayer and at all other times.

5. Be Fervent
1. How is fervent prayer described in the Bible?  
2 Chronicles 32:20; Psalm 62:8.

Comment: Notice the words “prayed and cried” 
(figuratively crying out, and at times literally crying) 
and “pour out your heart.”

It is common today among many to recite brief, 
memorized prayers, word for word. God is not moved 
by prayers of rote because they are not from the heart.

2. How fervent was Jesus in His prayers? Hebrews 5:7.
Comment: When Jesus prayed to the Father, He 

meant it. His prayers had deep meaning. He felt them. 
He was deeply moved on many occasions when He 
communed with God.

3. What can you expect if you pray fervently? 
James 5:16.

Comment: This kind of prayer “avails much”—it 
achieves great results! Energetic, heartfelt prayers are 
well-pleasing to God. When you wholeheartedly call 
upon God, you can expect real answers to your prayers.

6. Be Persistent
Some people, if God doesn’t answer right away, begin 
to lose faith and give up praying. They forget that al-
though God promises to answer when we ask accord-
ing to His will, He nowhere promises to answer right 
away. God does not tell us exactly how or precisely 
when the answer will come.

1. Is this why Jesus gave the parable of the 

persistent widow? Luke 18:1-8.
Comment: The New International 

Version correctly renders the words 
“not to faint” as “not give up”! Jesus 
gave this parable to show that even an 
unrighteous judge would finally hear 
the pleas of a widow who kept com-
ing to him. So we should keep praying 
to God, even though He sometimes 
doesn’t answer right away.

2. Is God building patient faith into 
our character if we have to wait on 
Him to answer a prayer? James 1:3-4.

Comment: We must be persistent 
in prayer until God answers. If He 
doesn’t answer your prayers immedi-
ately, exercise patience and keep pray-
ing until He does answer.

However, don’t nag at God! He has supreme wis-
dom to know when and how to best answer your 
prayers. Occasionally remind God about your prob-
lems or afflictions; don’t cease praying about them.

God always keeps His promises—He cannot lie 
(Titus 1:2)—so He is bound to perform His part in 
His own time.

7. Use Christ’s Name
The seventh condition of answered prayer is the cor-
rect use of Christ’s name. This is a greatly misunder-
stood subject, and Christ’s name is often abused.

1. Is it possible to have access to the Father apart 
from Jesus Christ? Ephesians 2:13, 18.

2. After Jesus had been with His disciples for over 
three years and had taught them God’s will and how 
to obey it, how did He say they could petition 
the Father directly, for His help? John 14:13-14; 
16:23-24.

Comment: These verses give us the privilege 
of employing Christ’s name—asking by His au-
thority—when we pray to God the Father. 

Most people misunderstand how we can ask “in 
Jesus’s name.” When a government sends an am-
bassador—its chosen representative—to another 
country, he is given authority to carry out certain 
business in the name of, or on behalf of, that gov-
ernment. His authority is limited to do only what 
the government has specifically authorized him to do. 
Likewise, God’s children can rightfully ask the Father 
for things “in Jesus’s name” when they know it is His 
will—that His authority stands behind it. Just rattling 
off the words “in Jesus’s name” to a prayer that is con-
trary to His will is of no avail! You need to study the 
Bible to know more about the principles of Christ’s 
will, in order that you may ask by His authority.

God wants to hear from you, but He will not force 
you to do anything. You must choose to rely on Him—
to humble yourself, recognize your weaknesses, and 
depend on Him. When you do, your prayers will ac-
complish a miraculous change in your life. So pray to 
God every day—continually, regularly, fervently—
and expect God to answer!� n
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The Trumpet does more than 
simply analyze blockbuster head-
lines. We also write them—often 
months, years, decades even, in 

advance.
Here is a blockbuster headline soon to 

come out of Ethiopia: Islamists gain con-
trol of Ethiopia, Eritrea.

It’s easy to glance at Ethiopia, a pro-
Western, comparatively stable, predomi-
nantly Christian country that rarely 
makes prime-time news, and think that’s 
absurd. But if you look closely, and con-
sider the broader perspective, Ethiopia’s 
future is grim, very grim. In fact, Ethiopia 
is in jeopardy right now.

Surrounded by Islam
First, consider Islam’s control over the 
region. Start in Morocco, the western 
gateway into the Mediterranean, where 
in November the Islamist Justice and De-
velopment Party, which represents the 
Muslim Brotherhood, came out on top in 
parliamentary elections and now leads the 

nation’s coalition government. 
Islam’s victory in Morocco oc-
curred less than a month after 

the Ennahda Party, another outgrowth of 
the Muslim Brotherhood, dominated na-
tional elections down the road in Tunisia. 
Next door in Libya, where Col. Muammar 
Qadhafi was recently ousted and killed, 
Islamist parties, some of which are asso-
ciated with radical terrorists, are gaining 
the upper hand.

Head a little farther east and we come 
to Egypt, where the Muslim Brotherhood 
and hardline Islamist political parties 
trounced their competitors in parliamen-
tary elections last November and Decem-
ber. In the first two rounds of voting, 
Egypt’s Islamist parties garnered nearly 
70 percent of the vote! It’s now abun-
dantly clear, lamented Caroline Glick last 
December, that “Egypt is on the fast track 
to becoming a totalitarian Islamic 
state” (emphasis added throughout).

Travel north from Cairo and we hit 
Gaza, the stronghold of Iranian proxy 
Hamas. Farther north still are Lebanon 
and Syria, where there are an assortment 
of Islamic terrorist organizations, one of 
which recently lobbed two missiles into 
Israel. Syria is led (still) by Bashar Assad, 
a stalwart ally of Iran, and is a key staging 

ground for radical Islam’s war on Israel. 
North of Syria is Turkey, a nation that has 
in recent years slid toward the radical Is-
lamist camp.

Skip east of Turkey and you find Paki-
stan and Afghanistan, two bastions of 
radical Islamic terrorism. Retrace your 
steps west and there’s Iran: the command 
center of global Islamic terrorism, a nation 
on the verge of acquiring nuclear weap-
ons, led by mullahs determined to create 
a nuclear apocalypse. Across the border in 
Iraq, Iranian proxies are right now filling 
the power vacuum created by the depar-
ture of U.S. forces.

Farther south, Jordan, Saudi Arabia 
and the Gulf states are all alarmed by the 
rise of Iran-sponsored Islamic terrorism. 
Head south from Riyadh and we come 
to Yemen: a chaotic, headless state where 
Islah, the Islamist political party created 
by the Muslim Brotherhood, will likely 
get the victory when Yemenis finally get 
around to voting. From Yemen we hop 
the Gulf of Aden to get to Somalia, where 
Islamist pirates routinely hijack vessels in 
the Indian Ocean and the fragile Transi-
tional Federal Government (tfg) routine-
ly wards off attacks by al-Shabaab and its 
terrorist partners.

Finally, we come to Ethiopia, a nation 
standing in the path of this barreling, Iran-
steered, radical Islamist freight train! Is it 
any surprise that the Ethiopian govern-
ment recently discovered a plot by Wah-
habi Muslims to turn the country into an 
Islamic country governed by sharia law?

And Next Door, in Eritrea
Meanwhile, radical Islamist forces have 
gotten a foothold in Eritrea, Ethiopia’s re-
gional adversary and a nation strategically 
situated at the gateway of the Red Sea. 

In 2006, the United Nations accused 
Iran, Syria, Libya, Egypt and Hezbollah 
of providing arms, training and financ-
ing to Islamic militants in Somalia via Er-
itrea. In December 2008, reports emerged 
that Iranian naval vessels had visited the 
Eritrean port of Assab and deposited an 
undisclosed number of Iranian troops and 
weapons there, including long-range and 
ballistic missiles. A few months later, an 
official in Somalia’s tfg government ac-
cused Iran of arming al-Shabaab via Er-
itrean middlemen.

Most recently, Kenyan media reported 
in November that a shipment of arms, the 
third of its kind, had been delivered via 
Eritrea to al-Shabaab in Somalia. Eritrea’s 
support of al-Shabaab, and of Islamic 

The armies of radical Islam are circling Ethiopia, 
Eritrea and Djibouti.  By Brad Macdonald

Ethiopia in the Crosshairs

JIHAD DOWNTIME 
Islamist fighters take a break at 

a  Mogadishu compound that was 
abandoned by Ethiopian soldiers. 
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terrorism in general, is so serious that the 
UN Security Council last November im-
posed sanctions on the country. The sanc-

tions, stated U.S. ambassador to the UN 
Susan Rice, will send the message to Eritrea 
“that it will pay an ever higher price” for its 
support of Iran and radical Islamist groups. 

In fact, sanctions are more likely to drive 
Eritrea more firmly into the Iranian camp.

Still More Pressures
In addition to the radical Islamist problem 
festering inside its borders and the grow-
ing threat from Eritrea, Ethiopia is under 
increasing threat from the radical Islamist 
presence in Somalia. Mogadishu’s Transi-
tional Federal Government is frail and po-
litically immature, two issues made worse 
by the fact that it is under near-constant 
attack from al-Shabaab and its regional 
supporters, including Iran. Ethiopia’s bor-
der with Somalia is nearly 1,000 miles long, 
and the risk of the Islamist war spilling over 
into Ethiopia is real, which is why Ethiopia 
supports the tfg. By doing so, however, 
Ethiopia risks becoming a target of al-Sha-
baab and its radical Islamist partners.

That’s not all Ethiopia has to worry 
about. Last August, Iran’s foreign minis-
ter visited Somalia and met with President 
Sharif Ahmed and other leaders in the 
tfg. The official purpose of the visit was 
to discuss Iran providing humanitarian 
aid. According to Stratfor, relations be-
tween Ethiopia’s leaders and Ahmed are 

strained. It’s possible, explained Stratfor, 
that the meeting between the Iranian for-
eign minister and the president of Soma-

lia “could have been used to explore other 
sources of political backing” (Aug. 26, 2011).

No doubt, the visit to Somalia by the 
foreign minister of the number one state 
sponsor of Islamic terrorism gave more 
than a few Ethiopian officials nightmares!

No matter what angle you view it from, 
the picture is the same: Ethiopia is under 
extreme pressure to come under the influ-
ence of radical Islam!

When you look at a map, it is not dif-
ficult to see why Iran wants to ramp up its 
presence in this region. It wants control of 
the southern entrance to the Red Sea! To 
get this, the regime in Tehran needs sym-
pathetic Islamic governments in Eritrea, 
Djibouti and Ethiopia. This is what makes 
the Islamist encroachment on Ethiopia so 
significant!

Iran controls the Strait of Hormuz, 
and via its Islamic allies in Egypt is fast 
gaining decisive influence over the Suez 
Canal. When it eventually gains influence 
over Ethiopia and Eritrea, Iran will con-
trol the Red Sea.

When that happens, Iran will have the 
power to lock down virtually the entire 
Middle East!

Ethiopia in Prophecy
Last year, as the West was merrily endors-
ing the “democratic” revolutions sweeping 

through North Africa and the Middle 
East, Trumpet editor in chief Gerald Flur-
ry warned that something more sinister 
was afoot in the Arab Spring. In the end, 
he warned, Iran and radical Islam will 
emerge the victors.  

In the April 2011 issue of the Trumpet, 
Mr. Flurry prophesied specifically that 
Libya and Ethiopia would be the victims 
of radical Islam. “Why would Iran be so 
interested in getting some measure of con-
trol over Libya and Ethiopia? To me, the 
answer is intriguing. All you need to do is 
get a good map of the Middle East, with the 
emphasis on the Mediterranean Sea and the 
Red Sea. Then you can see why the king of 
the south, or radical Islam, is so interested 
in an alliance with or control over these two 
countries (as well as Egypt and Tunisia). 
They are on the two seas that comprise the 
most important trade route in the world!”

When Mr. Flurry delivered that fore-
cast, there was very little physical evi-
dence to suggest Ethiopia could ever be 
threatened by Islam. What did he base his 
analysis on? In his April 2011 article, Mr. 
Flurry explained the prophecy in Daniel 
11:40-43, which foretells an end-time clash 
between a German-led Holy Roman Em-
pire and an Iranian-led Islamic coalition 
called the king of the south. 

In verse 43, Daniel lists the “Libyans 
and the Ethiopians” as part of the king of 
the south alliance. “This verse states 
that Libya and Ethiopia are also go-
ing to be closely allied with Iran!” 
stated Mr. Flurry. Then, with confidence 
invoked by the “more sure word of proph-
ecy,” Mr. Flurry stated even more em-
phatically: “Watch Libya and Ethiopia. 
They are about to fall under the 
heavy influence or control of Iran, 
the king of the south.” 

It’s amazing, though not surprising, that 
since Mr. Flurry penned that article, radical 
Islam’s grip on North Africa and the Mid-
dle East has tightened immensely. From 
Morocco to Yemen, Istanbul to Cairo, Iran 
and radical Islam have grown, albeit to 
varying degrees, in power and influence. 

Believe the facts, and believe biblical 
prophecy. It won’t be long now till you 
read this headline: Islamists gain control 
of Ethiopia, Eritrea. Not on the front page 
of the Trumpet, but on the front page of 
the New York Times.

And when you do, remember where 
you saw it first!� n

Visit theTrumpet.com to for the latest prophetic news and updates.T
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letters

Simply perfection
Wow! (“Steve Jobs and His 
Burning Passion to Be Per-
fect,” January). You really 
paid Mr. Jobs a great com-
pliment, and deservedly so 
because he really changed 
the (computer) world. As a 
former IT trainer from the 
’90s, I thought I knew how he 
did it. Now, I can see the simplicity of Mr. 
Jobs’ herculean effort in getting the job 
done. He was a perfectionist from the in-
side out. He believed in this approach. He 
acted on it. It is an example to me, more so 
than before, that even with such a severe 
handicap (and Mr. Jobs had more than his 
fair share), I can change. …� Australia

How captivating, how inspiring: I was 
dazzled, moved and securely glued to ev-
ery word I had the privilege to read in this 
mind-altering article. I am in the technol-
ogy industry myself; reading your article 
brought a certain sense of urgency and 
responsibility on the importance of pursu-
ing excellence and perfection in my work. 
I will read and reread this article as within 
it lies the keys and laws of success for the 
work’s sake. May you and the commit-
ted, loyal team continue to work with that 
pursued, focused, innovative excellence 
and perfection.� South Africa

Mr. Jobs had very little to do with Chris-
tianity in his lifetime, and is, as such, a 
poor choice for the cover of the Trumpet. 
Mr. Jobs lived and died a victim of the 
idolatrous perversion of pagans, a Bud-
dhist, after addling his brain with lsd 
and other drugs. Simply having made 
money is no excuse for featuring a man 
in this way. I am very disappointed in 
you.� Edward Whalley—Connecticut

Thank you for providing this insight into 
the qualities that enabled Steve Jobs to do 
great things in the business realm and ex-
plaining how we can apply those qualities 
to our spiritual growth. It is impressive 
that you have been able to look beyond 
the fact that he wasn’t a Christian and not 
let that blind you to seeing these valuable 
lessons.� Melonie—Georgia

What secular media don’t know
Lo and behold the Greeks have an-
nounced a temporary coalition govern-
ment to be led by Lucas Papademos 

(“Look! Germany Is Con-
quering Europe!” January). 
Also a bbc News corre-
spondent/propagandist was 
glowingly talking about 
how Germany, and poodle 
France, are telling Greece 
and Italy who should be 
their premiers! But still 
the secular media does not 
know what will happen 
next. Thankfully I and oth-

ers have the Trumpet as our news outlet. 
What is coming will be awe-inspiring to 
watch.
� Bill Moylan—United Kingdom

Another amazing thing about all of the 
developments and fulfillment of Bible 
prophecy is the speed in which it is all 
falling into place! It seems like new devel-
opments are happening as fast as a minute 
can pass! Prayerfully, I hope these events 
unfolding will jog memories into remem-
bering where it was heard first!� Texas

Proof of the Bible and Jeremiah
When I began to read this article and 
continued to read, it sent chills down my 
spine (“You Are Cordially Invited,” Janu-
ary). It’s just another physical proof that 
God exists. Most people today look at 
the Bible as “fairy tales.” This article and 
these recent findings boldly prove those 
people wrong. Another thing that is very 
interesting is how Benjamin Mazar and 
Herbert Armstrong formed an extraor-
dinary friendship that is continued today 
by Gerald Flurry and Eilat Mazar. It just 
proves, in my eyes, who God’s true ser-
vants really are. It also is very exciting to 
know that the artifacts will be displayed 
in Armstrong Auditorium!� Canada

With no intention of taking away the 
good work of Dr. Mazar, I would like 
to point out that these two bullae need 
one additional artifact that currently lies 
within the cold granite stone confines of 
Edinburgh Castle in Scotland, and that 
is Jacob’s pillar stone that ties and proves 
the very throne of David’s 2,600-year 
continuation from the destruction of 
Jerusalem and the transplanting of the 
throne to Ireland, then to Scotland and 
then to the present sitting Queen of Eng-
land. This whole story is told in the book 
of Jeremiah. The bullae are undisputable 
proof of the book of Jeremiah which so 
many “experts” try to relegate to legend 
and myth. The connection between these 

two bullae and the stone speak of a story 
the world needs to hear and see and read, 
because this story is one of a hope so pure 
and a reality so great that we should be 
standing in awe. 
� David Nunn—United States

The truth hurts
This article cuts deep, but it’s just the 
plain truth (“A Humble Request,” Janu-
ary). Unfortunately, I was this person for 
the last five years, and all I can say is I’m 
thankful for God to allow time for me and 
many others to heed this warning. His 
patience and mercy never fails. Articles 
like this help me examine myself to allow 
God to humble me. After all God does not 
need my worship, but I need Him. 
� Kyle S.—Canada

Nice article; but please remember that 
though events appear to be heading 
toward a fulfillment you all envision 
they might not turn out precisely as you 
believe they will. You too may be sur-
prised at what transpires, if your details 
become a general framework. They might 
surprise you; me too. But at least you all 
care—most people don’t.
� G. De Feo—New York

Thanks. This article of yours really 
opens my eyes into reality. I knew what 
was happening but I would always keep 
procrastinating, saying, “I will change 
and do it this day, or this time, or this 
week.” I believe that it was God’s will 
that I come to read this article, and God 
through you showed me how dangerous 
my thinking is, and how I should “do it!” 
Thanks so much again. 
� Kervin Jacquet—New York

Easy to understand
Thank you for that explanation of true 
conversion (“Beware False Conversion,” 
January). It was so well put and easy to 
understand. I would like all Christians 
to know this and put it into practice be-
fore Christ’s return. Continue your good 
work.� Audrey Clarke—Trinidad

The honest truth
I understand very well that you, Mr. 
Gerald Flurry, as well as the personnel 
around you are the most honest people 
and that you always say the truth. For 
almost 10 years, I have read and followed 
your comments and the Philadelphia 
Trumpet magazine. And not even once 
have I found something that I could have 
doubt about. I am very thankful to you. 
God bless you to continue the same way, 
as up to now.� Nicolas Lazaris—Canada
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Spare a thought for 24 million of our fellow hu-
man beings, made in God’s image, living in North Korea, 
mourning the death of their Dear Leader. Their suffering 
has a lot to teach us.

For over six decades, the rule of Kim Jong Il and his father, 
Kim Il Sung, is all these people have known. Before that was de-
cades of harsh, exploitative rule by the imperialist Japanese.

Kim Il Sung institutionalized a grotesque combination of op-
pression and cult of personality. He enacted Communist policies 
that isolated his country and impoverished his people. He outlawed 
dissent. He condemned his enemies and political opponents and 
their families to prison camps, without trial, for life. Meanwhile, 
he erected monuments to himself by the tens of thousands and 
enshrined himself in the constitution as the nation’s “Eternal Presi-
dent.” He suppressed all religion outside the worship of himself.

The unsettling result of this propagandism was on display 
when Kim Il Sung died in 1994 at age 82. His son declared a 10-
day grieving period, and hundreds of thousands attended his fu-
neral, outdoing one another with their weeping and gnashing of 
teeth. The crowds were so intense that some mourners actually 
died in the crush.

What can explain it? How can a people so tyrannized grieve so 
much at the loss of the tyrant?

Kim’s body was preserved 
and embalmed in a glass coffin 
for viewing—where it bizarrely 
remains. To this day, this corpse 
is legally the president of North 
Korea.

Kim Jong Il ruthlessly per-
petuated his father’s failed 
totalitarian policies. He funneled much of the poor country’s 
money into building a massive army and weapons of mass de-
struction. His government’s economic mismanagement has 
made life miserable for millions. His people suffer from chronic 
malnutrition; hunger and famine are rife.

Such failure is carefully preserved through crushing authori-
tarianism. The government controls information, stamps out 
freedom of speech and the right to privacy, censors all radio, tv 
and news organizations, blocks outside media, and strictly moni-
tors its citizens’ correspondence. North Koreans have no right to 
privacy, and no freedom of assembly or religion except to wor-
ship the Dear Leader or his father, the Great Leader.

Those who break the rules pay terrifying penalties. Korea’s 
gulags are chambers of horrors: arbitrary imprisonment in ter-
rible conditions, hard labor, torture, forced abortions, infanti-
cide, deliberate starvation, public executions by hanging or fir-
ing squad, cannibalism. The percentage of his people who have 
starved or wasted away in his concentration camps puts Kim 
Jong Il among the bloodiest dictators of the 20th century.

Yet when he died in December, we became witness to the same 

unearthly story: uncontrollable crying and anguish on display by 
a nation of mourners. “Father!” they cried—speaking not of God, 
but of Kim—beating their chests, convulsing, losing their bal-
ance between sobs.

It is sincere sorrow; genuine agony felt by people programmed 
every day of their lives to worship this man. Even as he trampled 
and ruined them.

This is a disturbing example of how vulnerable human minds 
are to deception. An intelligent adult can become conditioned to 
accept the perverse as normal—especially when he has no ac-
curate gauge of measurement and propaganda colors his think-
ing. He can actually embrace circumstances that are beneath the 
God-given dignity of human beings.

The noble, longsuffering North Koreans are an extreme exam-
ple. But such deception is not nearly as isolated as you might think.

The Bible reveals that all nations are under a deadly deception 
foisted on them by a tyrant worse than Kim Jong Il (Revelation 
12:9). Satan is the deceiver of this whole world.

Herbert W. Armstrong explained this remarkable truth in A 
World Held Captive. He wrote of Patty Hearst, who was kidnapped 
and brainwashed into preferring the criminal life of her captors.  
“But most astonishing,” he wrote, “is the actual fact of the colos-
sal kidnapping of all time—in which the captive for 6,000 years 
has willed to pursue the life and evil philosophy of the archkidnap-
per—Satan the devil. The willing victim in this case is the world 
that inhabits this planet Earth! Yet this world has been so complete-
ly deceived that it cannot realize what actually has happened to it.”

The devil’s way of life causes nothing but misery. Yet from our 
earliest days in life, Satan bombards us with propaganda to the 
contrary. He is “the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that 
now worketh in the children of disobedience,” encouraging peo-
ple to satisfy their lusts (Ephesians 2:2-3). Sin is bondage. When 
we fall into its snare, we become captive slaves (2 Peter 2:19; 2 Tim-
othy 2:26). Yet the vast majority are duped, blinded to their plight. 
In their deception they are convinced of the inherent rightness 
and goodness of the very things that are destroying them.

People are so deceived, in fact, that when God brings this 
beastly, oppressive dictator to justice, Scripture prophesies a 
scene uncannily similar to what happened in North Korea. As 
much suffering as Satan’s beast power has caused, when it falls, 
people will “bewail her, and lament for her, when they shall see 
the smoke of her burning” (see Revelation 18:9-11).

The story in North Korea is one of a queer and tragic type of 
unrequited love: people deceived into loving the cruel dictator 
who did not love them back. It typifies a greater tragedy envel-
oping our whole world. But soon—very soon—God will perma-
nently dethrone “the god of this world” and free North Koreans 
and all other peoples from their captivity. He will establish a new 
world, a world free of deception. Jesus Christ will rule 
as King of kings, and as He promised, “[Y]e shall know 
the truth, and the truth shall make you free.”� n

The Mourning After
Why is North Koreans’ grief over the 
death of Kim Jong Il so bizarrely intense? 
Consider the profound lesson in it.  

commentary  Joel Hilliker
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➤ free world  from page 25

concentration camps of Nazi Germany in 
World War ii were merely a small taste of 
what this captivity will be like. And it will 
affect one third of Anglo-America—mil-
lions of people forced to suffer under the 
iron fist of a revived German regime!

Jeremiah 30:3 states, “For, lo, the days 
come, saith the Lord, that I will bring 
again the captivity of my people Israel 
and Judah, saith the Lord ….” This clearly 
is referring to an end-time captivity.

But, thankfully, as the last half of Jer-
emiah 30:3 indicates, Israel will repent as 
a result of these heavy trials, and God will 
respond with mercy. Those Israelites who 
do not die in the Tribulation will turn to 
God in heartfelt, genuine repentance 
(Ezekiel 6:7-9). As World War iii comes to 
a close, as the beast power is totally defeat-
ed, God will bring His people out of cap-
tivity from the “north country” and Egypt 
and other parts of the Earth (Isaiah 11:11).

The Good News
This time of unparalleled suffering will 
bring Israel back to God. And that is the 
exact reason God allows something so ut-
terly dreadful. Of course, if Israel were to 
repent and turn to God now, He promises 
that they could completely avoid such ago-
nizing punishment.

Ezekiel 33:11 states, “Say unto them, As 
I live, saith the Lord God, I have no plea-
sure in the death of the wicked; but that 
the wicked turn from his way and live: 
turn ye, turn ye from your evil ways; for 
why will ye die, O house of Israel?”

God does not want the nations of Israel 
to die. He wants them to repent and to be 
spared from the greatest time of suffer-
ing. If that does not occur, the prophecies 
will be played out in full (Ezekiel 3:7).

There is nothing to suggest that Amer-
ica, Britain and the other nations of Israel 
will turn to God in repentance. Even after 
a tragedy like the one suffered on Septem-
ber 11 of last year, there was more talk of 
pride in the “American spirit” than there 
was self-evaluation, humility and repen-
tance. But you, on the other hand, can 
change the destiny of your life. You do not 
have to suffer the unparalleled misery of 
the Great Tribulation.

God promises protection to those who 
repent and surrender to Him (Psalm 91:5-
7). If you will commit yourself to obey His 
laws, He will count you worthy to escape 
all these frightful things (Luke 21:35-36). 
The decision is yours.� n
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Rapid City  KWBH-LP 10:30, Sun
Sioux Falls  KWSD 8:30, Sun

Tennessee, Jackson  WBJK 8:30, Sun
Knoxville  WPXK 6:00, Fri
Memphis  WPXX 5:00, Fri
Nashville  WNPX 5:00, Fri

Texas, Abilene  KTWS-DT 8:30, Sun
Arillo  KVII-DT/KVIH/KVIH-DT 8:30, Sun
Beaumont  KFDM-DT 8:30, Sun
Brownsville  KSFE-LP/KTIZ-LP 8:30, Sun
Corpus Christi  KRIS-DT 8:30, Sun
Harlingen  KSFE-LP/KTIZ-LP 8:30, Sun
Houston  KPXB 5:00, Fri
Laredo  KTXW 8:30, Sun
Longview  KCEB 8:30, Sun
Lubbock  KLCW 8:30, Sun
Midland  KWWT 8:30, Sun
Odessa  KWWT 8:30, Sun
Port Arthur  KFDM 8:30, Sun
San Angelo  KWSA 8:30, Sun
San Antonio  KPXL 5:00, Fri
Sherman-Ada  KTEN-DT 8:30, Sun
Sweetwater  KTWS-DT 8:30, Sun
Tyler  KCEB 8:30, Sun
Victoria  KWVB 8:30, Sun
Weslaco  KSFE-LP/KTIZ-LP 8:30, Sun
Wichita Falls  KAUZ-DT 8:30, Sun

Utah, Salt Lake City  KUPX 5:00, Fri
Vermont, Burlington WVNY 10:00, Sun
Virginia, Charlottesville  WVIR-DT 9:30, 

Sun
Harrisonburg  WVIR-DT 9:30, Sun
Norfolk  WPXV 6:00, Fri
Roanoke  WPXR 6:00, Fri

Washington D.C.  WDCW 8:00, Sun; WPXW 
6:00, Fri

Washington, Kennewick  KCWK 9:30, Sun
Richland  KCWK 9:30, Sun
Seattle-Tacoma  KWPX 6:00, Fri
Seattle  KCPQ 7:00, Sun; KVOS 8:30, Sun
Spokane  KGPX 6:00, Fri
Yakima-Pasco-Richland-Kennewick   

KCWK/KCWK-LP 9:30, Sun
West Virginia, Beckley  KVVA-DT 9:30, Sun

Bluefield  KVVA-DT 9:30, Sun
Charleston  WLPX 6:00, Fri
Clarksburg  WVFX-DT 9:30, Sun
Oak Hill  KVVA-DT 9:30, Sun
Parkersburg  WBPB 9:30, Sun
Weston  WVFX-DT 9:30, Sun
Wheeling  WBWO 9:30, Sun

Wisconsin, Eau Claire  WQOW-DT/WXOW-
DT 8:30, Sun

La Crosse  WQOW/WXOW 8:30, Sun
Milwaukee  WPXE 5:00, Fri
Rhinelander  WAOW/WYOW 8:30, Sun
Wausau  WAOW-DT/WYOW-DT 8:30, Sun

Wyoming, Casper  10:30, Sun
Cheyenne  KCHW 10:30, Sun
Riverton  10:30, Sun

Europe/Middle EAst
Pan-European satellite  Astra 1L (free 

to air) 19.2ºE transponder 26 11.597V 
220000 (DVB); Astra 1KR 19.2ºE tran-
sponder 50 10.729V (analogue) 11 am 
Central European Time, Sun

Belgium  TV Vlaanderem channel 62 11:00 
am, Sun

Germany   KDG channel 840 11:00 am, 
Sun; TalkTalk TV channel 510 11:00 
am, Sun

Ireland  Sky channel 505 10:00 am, Sun; 
UPC channel 204; 10:00 am, Sun

Italy  Sky Italia channel 518 11:00 am, Sun; 
Tiscali TV channel 518 11:00 am, Sun

Mediterranean   
Eurobirdi 11261 H 232516 E-FTA 
11:00 am Central European Time

Middle East E urobirdi 11261 H 232516 E-FTA 
11:00 am Central European Time, Sun

Netherlands Z iggio channel 505 11:00 
am, Sun

Poland  Cyfra+ channel 105 11:00 am, Sun
Portugal Z onTVCabo channel 210 11:00 

am Central European Time, Sun
Romania  UPC channel 146 12:00 am, Sun
Spain H ispastat 1.092V 11:00 am, Sun
Switzerland  Nakoo channel 63; Cablecom 

channel 151 11:00 am, Sun
United Kingdom  Sky: Channel 505 10:00 

am, Sun; Freestat channel 210 10:00 

am, Sun; Virgin Media channel 613 
10:00 am, Sun

Canada
Nationwide satellite   

Galaxy 3 Trans. 21 11:30 ET, Tue/Thu 
Galaxy 5 Trans. 7 8:00 ET, Sun

Nationwide cable   
WGN 8:00 ET, Sun; Vision TV 4:30 pm 
ET, Sun 
Grace Television Network 11:00 ET, Sun.

British Columbia, Vancouver   
KVOS 8:30, Sun; CHEK 9:00 Sun; CHNU 
5:30 pm, Sun

Victoria  CHNU 5:30 pm, Sun
Maritime Provinces  CIHF 7:30, Sun
Ontario, Toronto   

WADL 10:00 Sun; CHNU 8:30 pm, Sun;  
WUTV 10:00, Sun

Quebec, Montreal  WVNY 10:00, Sun

Latin America
Regional satellite  Galaxy 3 Trans. 21 11:30 

ET, Tue/Thu
El Salvador  WGN 6:00, Sun
Guatemala  WGN 6:00, Sun
Honduras  WGN 6:00, Sun
Mexico  WGN 7:00, Sun
Panama  WGN 7:00, Sun

Caribbean
Regional satellite   

Galaxy 3 Trans. 21 11:30 ET, Tue/Thu 
Galaxy 5 Trans. 7 8:00 ET, Sun

Aruba  WGN 8:00, Sun
Bahamas  WGN 8:00, Sun
Belize  WGN 7:00, Sun
Cuba  WGN 8:00, Sun
Dominican Republic  WGN 8:00, Sun
Haiti  WGN 7:00, Sun
Jamaica  WGN 9:00, Sun
Puerto Rico  WGN 8:00, Sun
Trinidad and Tobago  WGN 8:00, Sun

The Key of David is now available on the Discovery channel. See back page for details.
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