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f r o m  t h e  e d i t o r

Are Two Great Religions 
About to Trigger Nuclear War?

Are the visions of two mighty religions posing 
the greatest danger on Earth?

Iran just elected its most militant, right-wing 
candidate, Mahmoud Ahmadinejad. Stratfor Intel-

ligence wrote, “[T]he election of Ahmadinejad as president 
places the entire political system in Iran under the 
complete control of the clerics” (July 27, emphasis mine 
throughout). 

That kind of political control by the clerics is not seen in 
any other powerful Muslim nation. 

Here is why this is so frightening. Iran is an unbelievably 
oil-rich nation, it is the world’s number-one terrorist-sponsor-
ing nation, and it is about to get nuclear bombs! And the en-
tire political system is under the control of the clerics—fanatical 
clerics. That reality ought to terrify the world!

Already Ahmadinejad is declaring a worldwide Islamic revo-
lution. That’s an extremely dangerous ambition. And even now 
this country strikes fear into the other Middle East nations.

Any way you look at this situation, it means deadly trouble 
for this world.

What makes this picture even worse is that these mullahs 
are often guided by religious visions. That makes them rou-
tinely over-confident and far more perilous. 

America lacks the will to deal with Iran and radical Islam, 

and the European Union is too weak to do so at this point. So 
Iran grows stronger and more belligerent. 

However, the EU won’t remain weak. The Vatican is go-
ing to unite the Union into a Roman Catholic superpower, but 
with fewer nations. The less zealous members are going to be 
removed. (If you want to understand how I can make such a 
bold statement, write for our free booklet Germany and the 
Holy Roman Empire).

Probably the most right-wing cardinal in the Roman Cath-
olic Church was elected as pope in April. He is going to move 
the church much further to the right than any of his recent 
predecessors. When this happens in a church with such politi-
cal power, we all should be deeply concerned. 

Here is what Pope Benedict xvi said in his weekly address 
delivered from his summer retreat in the Aosta Valley on July 
24: “[I]t comes to us … at this particular moment in history 
with all its problems, to reflect on the contribution that Chris-
tianity [Catholicism] has made and is continuing to make to 
building Europe.

“I would like to do so by thinking back to the pilgrimage in 
1982 of my beloved predecessor, the servant of God John Paul ii, 
to Santiago de Compostela, where he made a solemn ‘Declara-
tion to Europe’ … in which he spoke these memorable words of 

See nuclear war page 23 

fingers on the trigger M embers of Islamic Jihad clutch Korans and AK-47s as they march through a refugee camp in the Gaza Strip.
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the train abruptly stopped. Blackness—lights 
blinked out and carriages filled with smoke. 

Screams and cries pierced the air. 
“We were all trapped like sardines waiting 

to die,” one survivor said. People shattered 
windows and battered down doors to escape. 

Through the haze they spilled, running in 
panic and terror. “I saw a lady coming toward 
me soaked in blood,” said another witness. 
“Everyone was in confusion.” 

Pieces of flesh lined the train walls; corps-
es and portions of corpses littered the ground. 

“I honestly thought I was going to die,” 
said another, “as did everyone else.”

Fifty-seven minutes later, a nearby blast 
ripped the roof off a double-decker bus and killed 
13 people. “There were bodies everywhere,” 

said one onlooker. “Heads and bits of bodies, 
heads and arms and legs all ripped away.”

All told, 56 were killed and 700 wounded 
in the four coordinated attacks that Thursday 
morning in London.

The event made major headlines worldwide 
particularly because it had hammered one of 
the world’s premier cities. But it was only one 
of countless terrorist attacks that occurred 
worldwide in July, some few of which were 
even more lethal. Iraq saw one of its bloodi-
est months ever, suffering an average of 68 
attacks per day; in one of the worst, July 17, 
a car bomber rammed a fuel tanker, creating 
an explosion that slew 90 people. In Egypt, the 
Red Sea resort town of Sharm el-Sheikh was 
rocked in the early hours of July 23 by three 

How can you not become com-
placent? Suicide terrorist at-
tacks have become so routine 
in daily headlines that we ca-
sually scan them and move on.

Many rush-hour riders of the London Under-
ground surely felt that way as they toured the 
city or commuted to work the morning of July 7. 
Some may have even fleetingly cast their eyes 
over a small report in that morning’s paper of 
yet another suicide car bombing the day before 
in northern Iraq that killed an Iraqi soldier.

But suddenly, mere words on a page be-
came horrifically vivid—a bloody reality.

On three separate trains, each filled with 
700 to 900 passengers, deafening booms shat-
tered the calm. Commuters pitched forward as 

one Sip of a Bitter Cup



bombs that killed at least 88 people, foreigners 
as well as Egyptians. Other major attacks oc-
curred in Lebanon, India and Turkey. 

Such violence has been a horrifying fact of 
life in the little nation of Israel for some years. 
But the cancer is spreading. Suicide attacks 
have struck over 25 countries on five continents, 
and have hands-down become the weapon of 
choice for Islamic terrorists the world over.

As more and more lives are lost and upset, 
complacency will become a luxury we can no 
longer afford. 

There is, in fact, a palpable and dramatic 
shift taking place in our world.

Against the backdrop of July’s spike in 
terrorist attacks came a rash of reports outlin-
ing a correlated and equally troubling trend: a 

weakening of anti-terrorism forces. U.S. mili-
tary recruitment declines; junior officer reten-
tion sags. Unforeseen Iraq occupation costs 
skyrocket; U.S. economy strained. Washington 
questionably declares a sort-of victory; justifies 
withdrawing almost two thirds of U.S. forces 
from Iraq by next year. Iraqi draft constitution 
aims to establish Iran-style theocracy; end re-
sult of U.S. intervention could be a nightmare.

Meanwhile, Israel proceeded with plans for 
its unilateral pullback from the Gaza Strip de-
spite the move angering and dividing Israelis 
and emboldening militant Arabs.

Add to this equation the recent political 
shift to the right within Iran and that country’s 
new president’s declaration of a revived 
worldwide Islamic revolution. 

Step back and view the whole picture, and 
it is as if the current world order is visibly un-
raveling. The momentum, it appears, is swing-
ing away from the United States in favor of the 
most dangerous pockets of radical Islam. 

Is this how it is to be now? Will these 
trends persist?

The Trumpet states with confidence that, 
sadly, the answer is yes.

More and more, complacency is about to 
give way to recognition that we are leaving 
behind a comfortable era of Western domi-
nance—and entering a new and uncertain era 
of violent competition for supremacy among 
remorseless foes.

It is a cruel era specifically prophesied by 
Jesus Christ. 

one Sip of a Bitter Cup

The sound of London’s mournful cry  
ascending from the carnage of 7/7 

infuses the Western world with dread. 
Sadly, that city’s suffering 

is only a taste of what is to come.

heaven’s tears
Raindrops on a car 
window reflect the Union 
Jack in New York’s Times 
Square during a tribute 
to the victims of 7/7.
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During Christ’s ministry, His disciples 
asked, “[W]hat will be the sign of your com-
ing and of the close of the age?” (Matthew 
24:3, Revised Standard Version). Jesus didn’t 
dismiss the idea that the world as we know 
it would come to an end. No—He responded 
by warning His disciples of specific events 
to beware of (found in Matthew 24, Mark 13 
and Luke 21). He concluded with the words, 
“Watch ye therefore, and pray always, that ye 
may be accounted worthy to escape all these 
things that shall come to pass, and to stand 
before the Son of man” (Luke 21:36).

One third of the world’s population consid-
ers itself Christian. So it should hardly seem 
unusual or unorthodox to take Jesus at His 
word. Do you? 

In one of these specific signs, Christ said 
that the people of “Jerusalem” would “fall by 
the edge of the sword, and shall be led away 
captive into all nations: and Jerusalem shall 
be trodden down of the Gentiles, until the 
times of the Gentiles be fulfilled” (verse 24).

Who are the Gentiles? If we are to watch 
for this sign, we must know. 

The common idea that any non-Jew is a 
Gentile is false. A careful study reveals that 
the modern identity of the tribes of the biblical 

nation of Israel—of which Judah, or the Jews, 
is only one—includes, most prominently, 
the United States and Britain. If you have not 
proven this truth, a reading of our free book 
The United States and Britain in Prophecy by 
Herbert W. Armstrong is critical.

Christ prophesied that—barring mankind’s 
repentance—we are about to enter a time 
when America’s and Britain’s global influence 
will be snuffed out, and Gentile powers will 
wreak unimaginable havoc on the Earth.

Jerusalem, the literal city located in mod-
ern-day Judah, will be “trodden down of the 
Gentiles.” Revelation 11:2 also shows how the 
Gentiles shall “tread under foot” the “holy city” 
for 42 months—or 31/2 years. But Bible proph-
ecy also uses Jerusalem, the capital of ancient 
Israel, to denote the entirety of prophetic Is-
rael—chiefly the American and British peoples. 

This seismic shift in geopolitical momen-
tum—away from America and toward a clutch 
of non-Israelite, or Gentile, powers, accom-
panied by an escalation in brutal violence and 
war—is one of the visible signs Jesus Christ 
gave of His imminent return!

The darkness and evil that are about to 
flood this globe presage the most wonderful 
news in human history!

In this issue, the Trumpet illuminates this 
sign: the geopolitical shift in favor of this world’s 
growing Gentile powers. The terrorist attacks—
the rise of Iran—the drawdown of U.S. forces 
in Iraq—the retreat of Israel—these are early 
indicators. The articles that follow put these 
events into their prophetic context. 

We will look squarely at the remarkable 
rise of radical Islam and where it is leading. 
We will examine the measurable decline of 
Western, specifically American, power. We 
will expose two other world powers gain-
ing ascendancy exactly in keeping with the 
Bible’s prophetic outline.

We will take an unblinking look at just what 
this world should expect when the early indica-
tions we see today explode into their full scope.

And we will discuss the hope of physical 
protection God affords those who put their 
trust in Him—and the far greater hope of a 
new world, governed by God, which will begin 
when the darkness has passed.

But what darkness. 9/11 was the first sip 
of a bitter cup for Anglo-America—7/7 the 
second. Soon we will look back upon these 
terrorist strikes as mere pinpricks.

The time for complacency is past. 
The times of the Gentiles are upon us.� n
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speechless
Londoners in 
Parliament 
Square observe 
two minutes of 
silence in memory 
of the 56 citizens 
murdered in the 
previous week’s 
bombings.
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by promising that He would “make of 
thee a great nation.” In Genesis 17, God 
promised Abraham again that He would 
“multiply thee exceedingly” (verse 2) 
and that Abraham would be “a father of 
many nations” (verse 4).

Following Abraham’s death, God con-
firmed the same promises to Abraham’s 
son, Isaac: “And I will make thy seed to 
multiply as the stars of heaven, and I will 
give unto thy seed all these countries, 
and in thy seed shall all the nations of the 
earth be blessed” (Genesis 26:4).

Upon Isaac’s death, the promises 
passed to Isaac’s son Jacob, whom God 
renamed Israel. This is the first time God 
specifically refers to what we know to be 
America and the British Commonwealth. 
Consider the revealing terminology of 
Genesis 35:11: “And God said to [Jacob], 
I am God almighty. Be fruitful and mul-
tiply: a nation and a company of nations 
shall come from you, and kings shall be 
born of your stock” (Amplified Bible).

Abraham’s grandson Jacob had 12 sons, 
but God established that it was Jacob’s son 
Joseph through whom He would perpet-
uate the promises of national greatness 

Earth’s inhabitants and encompassed a 
quarter of the its surface.

The fact that America and the British 
Empire attained unmatched greatness in 
back-to-back centuries was not coinci-
dence; it actually fulfilled a remarkable, 
millennia-old biblical prophecy.

Understanding why these nations 
achieved unparalleled wealth and power 
is crucial to understanding why they are 
about to crumble. This truth proves the 
veracity of the Bible and the existence of 
the great promise-keeping Creator God.

Age-Old Prophecy
The modern history of American and 
British greatness is rooted in ancient 
history, as recorded in the Old Testa-
ment. You can study these biblical roots 
in our free book The United States and 
Britain in Prophecy.

The family line of Abraham, Isaac 
and Jacob is the key theme in the history 
of what made America and Britain great. 
Chapters 12 through 50 in Genesis detail 
this family history.

In Genesis 12:1-2, God rewarded 
the unerring obedience of Abraham 

“With her left hand she 
was leading the advance 
of the conquering 
Allied armies into the 

heart of Germany,” Winston Churchill 
said, “and with her right, on the other 
side of the globe, she was irresistibly and 
swiftly breaking up the power of Japan.” 

Churchill, in this April 17, 1945, 
speech to the British House of Com-
mons, recognized the role that World 
War ii played in thrusting the United 
States to “a height never attained by any 
nation in history.” American power be-
came so immense during World War ii 
that it stood at the vanguard of the most 
epic of wars in both Europe and Asia. 
History has never produced a single na-
tion with such wealth and power.

Although millions of people have 
joined Churchill in acknowledging 
American greatness, few understand the 
truth about exactly what drove the U.S. 
to such heights.

The same can be said of the global 
preponderance of the British Empire 
during the 19th and early 20th centuries. 
At its height, it governed a quarter of the 

A Crumbling 
Foundation

Britain and America have dominated the globe for 
the past two centuries. Know why, and you will understand 
why this will not last.  by Brad Macdonald
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few remnants of the 
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originally made to Abraham. 
Under God’s direction, Jacob passed on 

the birthright promise of greatness to Jo-
seph’s two sons, Ephraim and Manasseh. 
This account can be read in Genesis 48:2-
5 and 19, where the aging patriarch stated 
that Manasseh “shall become a people 
and he also shall be great: but truly his 
younger brother [Ephraim] shall be great-
er than he, and his seed shall become a 
multitude of nations.” God promised that 
Ephraim and Manasseh were to become 
two of the world’s mightiest powers—one 
a globe-encompassing empire of nations, 
and the other the wealthiest, most influ-
ential nation on Earth. 

The United States and Britain in 
Prophecy describes these prophecies 
thoroughly and explains in vivid detail 
the remarkable truth that the nations 
of the British Commonwealth (those 
of British heritage—primarily Britain, 
Canada, Australia, New Zealand and 
South Africa) and the United States of 
America are the modern-day descen-
dants of Ephraim and Manasseh! The 
greatness of these nations is a direct result 
of God fulfilling His promises to Abra-
ham and his seed.

The Bible makes clear that British and 
American domination over the past two 
centuries has not been mere luck, nor 
the result of any righteousness or good-
ness on the part of the people of Britain 
and America. If we understood the true 
reason—that it came from blessings for 
one man’s obedience—our peoples could 
avoid losing that domination. 

God is clearly the author of American 
and British greatness. And how has He 
done it?

Elements of Power
In his classic text, Politics Among Na-
tions, Hans Morgenthau identified a 
number of important characteristics that 
combine to determine national great-
ness—among them geography, natural 
resources, industrial capacity and mili-
tary preparedness. The extent to which a 
nation possesses these elements directly 
impacts the nation’s wealth, strength and 
influence. To be great, a nation must be 
strong in most, if not all, of these areas.

Review American and British su-
premacy with these elements in mind, 
and it is evident that God played a direct 
role in delivering all of them into the 
hands of these peoples.

Geography, the most stable element 
of national power, has played a critical 
role in establishing British and Ameri-

can global dominance. Every nation is 
impacted by its location and geogra-
phy. Although Russia, for example, is 
the largest nation in the world and pos-
sesses vast amounts of raw materials, it 
lacks a natural border on its west and 
southwest, leaving this massive power 
vulnerable to invasion—a handicap that 
has repeatedly figured into its history.

America’s geographic isolation has 
been a key factor contributing to Ameri-
can supremacy. The fact that it sits be-
tween the world’s two largest oceans has 
essentially alleviated the probability of 
invasion, allowing America to pursue in-
ternal interests with little or no concern 
about foreign threats. And although this 
is less of a factor in modern times, “It is 
fallacious to assume, as is frequently done, 
that the technical development of trans-
portation, communications and warfare 
has eliminated altogether the isolating 
factor of the oceans” (Morgenthau, ibid.). 

The same can be said for Britain, and 
even many of its Commonwealth na-
tions. On numerous occasions, the Eng-
lish Channel has saved the British from 
vicious neighbors. This treacherous strip 
of water thwarted Rome’s attempts to in-
vade more than once; even though Rome 
did eventually invade England, the blus-
tery Channel remained a thorn in its side 
the entire time it occupied the island. 

If oceans are the watery fields that 
people must cross to travel between con-
tinents, then ports and sea lanes are the 
gates through which people must enter 
to visit individual nations. The nations 
that control those gates brandish signifi-
cant influence over global commerce and 
possess a strategic military advantage. 

Quite remarkably, between them 
Britain and America have had control 
over every major sea gate and sea lane in 
the world! 

This, too, was part of the prom-
ises made to Israel: “And they blessed 
Rebekah [Isaac’s wife], and said unto 
her, Thou art our sister, be thou the 
mother of thousands of millions, and let 
thy seed possess the gate of those which 
hate them” (Genesis 24:60). 

The sea gates not only delivered great 
wealth into the hands of Britain and 
America, they also played critical roles 
in their military histories. Consider 
the consequences, for example, if Great 
Britain hadn’t controlled the Strait of 
Gibraltar, the western gateway into the 
Mediterranean, during World War ii.

The British Commonwealth and 
America were also blessed with an in-

comparable abundance of natural re-
sources.

The most important natural resource 
is food. America’s self-sufficiency has 
historically been one of its greatest ad-
vantages. In like manner, Britain at its 
height had access to boundless quanti-
ties of food thanks to the globe-span-
ning reach of its empire and the fact that 
it owned the sea lanes through which 
food and other goods were carried. 

Great Britain dominated global 
trade and commerce. Cloth, spices and 
tea from Asia, gold and minerals from 
South Africa—all these contributed to 
its wealth and power. 

Read Deuteronomy 33:13-17 and notice 
the great wealth that was to be bestowed 
upon the descendants of Joseph. This 
prophecy alone is a powerful indicator 
of who modern Israel is. As Herbert W. 
Armstrong wrote, “Whoever is Ephraim 
and Manasseh today must have been in 
possession of the Earth’s choicest agri-
cultural, mineral and other wealth—the 
great gold and silver mines; iron, oil and 
coal; timber and other resources” (The 
United States and Britain in Prophecy).

With these prophecies in mind, we 
can’t view it as coincidence that over half 
of all tillable, cultivable, temperate-zone 
lands on Earth came after a.d. 1800 into 
the possession of America and Britain.

These two entities, at their height, pos-
sessed natural resources in unmatched 
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abundance. World petroleum output in 
1950 was almost 3.8 billion barrels. Of this 
total, the United States alone produced 
over half. Together, the British Common-
wealth and the U.S. produced 60 percent 
of the crude petroleum, not including 
their vast foreign investments. Britain 
and America mined 50 percent more 
than all other nations combined. In 1950, 
the British Commonwealth and America 
produced three quarters of the world’s 
steel—the U.S. alone producing almost 
60 percent of the world’s supply. They 
also produced half again as much pig 
iron as all other nations combined. They 
possessed nearly 95 percent of the world’s 
nickel, 80 percent of the world’s alumi-
num, and 75 percent of the zinc. Together, 
Britain and America produced two thirds 
of the world’s rubber, and dominated the 
world’s copper, lead, tin, bauxite and oth-
er precious metal outputs. 

These are stunning facts! Like or dis-
like America or Britain, no one can deny 
the sheer wealth and industrial might 
these nations once possessed, and still do 
today—though to a diminishing extent.

Industrial capacity is a nation’s 
ability to transform its raw materials 
and natural resources into readily usable 
products. Raw materials such as oil and 
coal are useless if the technology and in-
frastructure to harness the energy with-
in them is not available. Both America 
and Britain have benefited immensely 

from their industries. It’s no surprise 
that modern industry actually began in 
Britain with the Industrial Revolution.

Highlighting the importance of in-
dustrial capacity to a nation’s power, 
Morgenthau wrote, “What distinguishes 
the superpowers from all other nations 
… is their virtual industrial self-suffi-
ciency and their technological capacity 
to stay abreast of the other nations” (em-
phasis mine throughout). 

Until the past two decades, no nations 
even came close to competing with the 
U.S. in technological development. Evi-
dence of American industrial and tech-
nological capacity is scattered across the 
globe. Farmers in Russia plant wheat using 
the American-designed Global Position-
ing System. Diseased people throughout 
Africa use U.S.-designed medicine. Even 
Saudi Arabia, the world’s largest oil-pro-
ducing nation, is supported by American 
technology and human resources. 

Although the aforementioned ele-
ments of national power are important, 
what gives them their teeth is how they 
contribute to the nation’s military 
preparedness. In this respect too, 
America and Britain have excelled all 
other nations.

If diplomacy is the velvet of a nation’s 
foreign policy, military preparedness is 
its steel. Without the military capacity 
to back up its rhetoric (combined with 
the political will), the nation’s power to 

pursue its foreign policy is restricted.  
No other nation in the world has a 

military capacity comparable to that of 
the U.S. In 2004, America led the world 
in military expenditures with $455 billion 
spent on military hardware and person-
nel. According to the Stockholm Interna-
tional Peace Research Institute, the U.S. 
figure was more than the combined total 
of the 32 next most powerful nations! 

Early in the 19th century, it was the 
British Navy under Admiral Lord Nelson 
that blockaded the English Channel and 
spearheaded the demise of Napoleon and 
his navy. The peace that settled across the 
oceans that century came largely because 
of the British Navy. Under pressure from 
the advancing Axis powers in World War 
ii, it was the British who invented and 
used radar to assist in defeating Hitler’s 
armies. To the east in the South Pacific, it 
was the American-designed atomic bomb 
that brought Japan to its knees.

Who can deny the military suprema-
cy of Great Britain and America over the 
past two centuries?

One Man’s Faith
Possessing all of the physical character-
istics required for national greatness, 
America and the British Common-
wealth have been the dominant peoples 
of the past two centuries. It behooves us 
to remember why.  

The sole reason these peoples received 
such wealth and power was that God, 
though having deliberately delayed  it for 
2,520 years, was keeping His promise of 
national greatness to the patriarch Abra-
ham! (see again Genesis 12:1-2; 17:1-6). 

America and Britain did not deserve 
or earn the wealth and influence they 
possessed. The great God of this uni-
verse gave it to them as a gift!

America’s 16th president publicly 
acknowledged this fact in his April 30, 
1863, proclamation: “We find ourselves 
in the peaceful possession of the fairest 
portion of the Earth. … We toiled not in 
the acquirement or the establishment of 
them. … We have been the recipients of 
the choicest blessings of heaven.” Peoples 
of America and the British Common-
wealth today would do well to meditate 
on Abraham Lincoln’s words!

We can’t emphasize this point 
enough. America and the British Com-
monwealth became the two greatest 
powers in the world solely due to the 
faith and obedience of one man. Strive 
to fathom this profound truth!

See america page 12 
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critical choke-point
Billions of dollars’ worth 
of goods and critical 
military hardware float 
through the Panama 
Canal every year. 
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contrast to the liberal government, hard-
core Islam was spreading among the 
populace, and as far back as the 1940s an 
Iranian Islamist leader named Ruhollah 
Khomeini was breathing fire. “[T]hose 
who study jihad will understand why Is-
lam wants to conquer the whole world,” 
he wrote in a 1942 essay. “Those who 
know nothing of Islam pretend that Is-
lam counsels against war. Those are wit-
less. Islam says: Kill all the unbelievers 
just as they would kill you all! … What-

O
n the small stage of  
the Middle East, “the 
times of the Gentiles” is 
playing out in miniature.

Coming soon to a city 
near you.

Arbitrary violence. 
Daily attacks. Israel in retreat. Terrorists 
becoming politicians even while main-
taining their vicious views. The world’s 
mightiest military helpless to stop an in-
surgency—eager to turn the job over to 
underqualified locals.

And in the midst of it all, a head-
shakingly belligerent nation defiantly 
rearing up—knowing that its greatest 
enemies are simply unwilling to stop it.

The eyes of the world are fixed on the 
drama unfolding in the Middle East. 
Why? People may not recognize it, but 
this extraordinary narrative is about 
nothing less than the emergence of a 
frightening new global power—one that 
demands to be reckoned with.

Iran is roaring onto center stage, 
riding a surge of circumstances and 
events that have prepared its way.

And it is doing so exactly according 
to Jesus Christ’s prophecy of “the times 
of the Gentiles”—and right on schedule.

The Glory of Persia
How did Iran suddenly burst into such 
prominence in our day? The story is fas-
cinating.

Before 1935, Iran was always known 
to the West as Persia. 

The resplendent Persian Empire, 
which dominated Southeast Asia from 
the sixth to the fourth centuries b.c., was 
one of four dominant Gentile superpow-
ers in history. Governed by luminaries 
such as Cyrus the Great and Darius, it 
expanded and flourished. 

Later rulers, however, succumbed to 
decadence, and when the empire was at-
tacked by the ambitious Alexander the 
Great, it fell quickly. 

Nevertheless, the flame of that glo-
rious history still burns in the heart of 
Iran.

Over the centuries, the power of the 
Persians rose and fell with the tides. At 

the beginning of the 20th century it was 
in ebb, and for decades Iran remained 
a minor player pressured by the United 
Kingdom and Russia (later the Soviet 
Union). Not until 1943 did Iran receive as-
surances of postwar independence. Still, 
its oil, discovered in 1908, was controlled 
by foreign nations, especially Britain and 
America, clear up through 1973—and its 
politics were pro-Western.

But the seeds of revolution were tak-
ing root through these years. In stark 

Look who’s seized center stage in the Middle East. by joel hilliker
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pecking order
After being sworn in as Iran’s new presi-
dent, Mahmoud Ahmadinejad kisses the 
hand of Iran’s Supreme Leader, the Aya-
tollah Khamanei, as former president 
Mohammad Khatami observes.

The New Islamic Superpower
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death in 1989 brought in Ayatollah Ali 
Khamenei, and elections that summer 
ushered in Hashemi Rafsanjani as presi-
dent. This pair laid considerable ground-
work for Iran to become the preeminent 
power in the region. 

To advance toward regional suprem-
acy, Iran endeavored to 
seize the reins of leadership 
among radical Islamists. 
Thus, throughout the 
1990s, it aggressively bank-
rolled international terror-
ism (on four continents) 
and upgraded its military. 
Khomeini would have been proud.

A popular reform movement empow-
ered Mohammad Khatami, replacing 
Rafsanjani in 1997—but then something 
interesting happened. With a “mod-
erate” now president, Iran enjoyed an 
image makeover. It effectively mutated 
from an outcast state into a bona fide 
partner to many countries, particularly 
Russia and China. Emerging into the 
sunshine of broader international ac-
ceptance, Iran nurtured political and 
economic ties worldwide—despite the 
reality that Khatami had no actual pow-
er, and the mullahs continued to pursue 
their violent program.

It was under Khatami’s watch that 
the U.S. decided to make the Taliban its 
first target in the war on terror. It so hap-
pened that this hardline Islamic group in 
Afghanistan, just over Iran’s eastern bor-
der, was Tehran’s enemy—and the U.S. 
did the Iranians a favor by deposing it.

But that was just the prelude. Then 
came the main event: The U.S. next fo-
cused its sights on Saddam Hussein. 

Maybe Washington had been lulled 
by Khatami’s charisma and by its own 
hopes of the imminent triumph of Iran’s 
moderate movement; maybe it figured it 
had to move a step at a time and that Iran 
would be next; maybe it believed its mere 
presence in the region would intimidate 
Tehran into acquiescence. Whatever the 
case, ousting Saddam Hussein well and 
truly scrapped the dual-containment pol-
icy that had kept the Islamic Republic in 
check for 2½ decades, and virtually guar-

anteed that Iran would achieve its first 
ambition: supremacy in the Middle East. 

It was truly a watershed moment. The 
U.S. essentially threw the door open for 
Iran. 

Iran responded immediately, vigor-
ously pressing its advantage.

A Bold Forecast
The Trumpet’s editor in chief forecast 
for over 12 years, based on Bible proph-
ecy, that Iran would rise to lead the radi-
cal Islamic camp and in the process as-
sume preeminence in the Middle East. 
Over a decade ago, in “Is Iraq About to 
Fall to Iran?” (Trumpet, De-
cember 1994), Gerald Flurry 
detailed the additional pro-
phetic indications that Iraq 
could come under Iran’s con-
trol. (These are spelled out 
in his free booklet The King 
of the South.)

Today we’re watching 
that happen.

As Amos 3:7 states, God alerts His 
true servants to the important prophetic 
trends that will affect world events. We 
cannot afford to ignore these powerful 
statements in the Trumpet’s history. These 
predictions resulted from prayerful study 
and comparison of several relevant Bible 
prophecies with current events.

However, God does not give us a com-
plete picture all at once. As the Apostle 
Paul said, “now we see through a glass, 
darkly.” God requires that we watch 
events (Luke 21:36) so that, as they un-
fold, we see more clearly how specific 
prophecies will be fulfilled.

Iran’s gentle conquest of Iraq is hap-
pening in a far more extraordinary fash-
ion than the Trumpet anticipated! Not 
only did it come about by the hand of the 
United States, but also at the expense of 
U.S. power. It appears that Washington, 

ever good there is exists thanks to the 
sword and in the shadow of the sword! 
People cannot be made obedient except 
with the sword!”

Throughout these years, Islamic 
groups grew increasingly agitated. The 
Islamic clergy, led by Khomeini (who be-
came an ayatollah in the 1950s), roundly 
criticized Iranian politicians for their 
spineless dealings with the West. They 
ignited widespread protests throughout 
the late 1970s, and were able to isolate 
the pro-Western Shah Mohammed Reza 
Pahlavi and force his exile on Jan. 16, 
1979. Within a month, Khomeini took 
control and established Iran as an ultra-
conservative theocracy.

Khomeini represented the genuine 
arrival of a fiery brand of Islam that 
stirred the spirit of many Muslims. The 
sight of a turban crowning a nation’s 
leader for the first time in generations 
inspired many with the notion that this 
was a beachhead for Islam—today Iran, 
tomorrow the world.

It didn’t turn out that way. A year and 
a half later, Sept. 22, 1980, Saddam Hus-
sein’s Iraq invaded western Iran to gain 
control of a contested waterway, and Iran 
lashed back, triggering a vicious eight-
year war that killed 1½ million, sapped 
the strength of both countries, and end-
ed inconclusively.

This, it seems, was the perfect out-
come as far as the United States was 
concerned—the last thing it wanted to 
see was a decisive victor that could then 
pose a larger threat. (In a National Secu-
rity Directive in 1983, the U.S. pledged to 
do “whatever was necessary and legal” 
to prevent Iran from winning and began 
to supply intelligence and material sup-
port to Iraq; meanwhile, it secretly sold 
arms to Iran.)

After the war, however, both nations 
rebuilt quickly. Saddam Hussein managed 
to incur the wrath of the U.S. in doing so, 
and in the first Gulf War, Iraq’s develop-
ment was again considerably set back.

Meanwhile Iran, which understand-
ably remained neutral in that war, quiet-
ly went about the business of becoming 
a genuine, bristling power. Khomeini’s 

To advance toward regional 
supremacy, Iran endeavored to 

seize the reins of leadership 
among radical Islamists. 

free upon 
request
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now weakened, will yield to the pressure 
to withdraw from the region (the gener-
als have announced a possible pullback 
of two thirds of American forces next 
year) having spilled far more blood and 
spent far more borrowed cash than it had 
planned. Whenever this occurs, you can 
be sure that Iran will eagerly fill the void.

The situation demonstrates the weak-
ening of the American superpower and 
the strengthening of this radical Middle 
Eastern power more vividly than anything 
we have yet witnessed! A tremendous sign 
of the coming times of the Gentiles.

A Budding Islamic Empire
With Saddam Hussein gone, Iran wants 
more than anything to extend its influ-
ence by forcibly transforming its former 
enemy into its closest ally. It seems to be 
finding considerable success.

“We have come to our Iranian broth-
ers to ask them for help,” Iraqi Defense 
Minister Saadoun al-Duleimi an-
nounced in the first week of July. He 
was visiting his counterpart in Iran, Ali 
Shamkhani, to discuss the beginnings of 
robust military cooperation between the 
two countries, including Iran’s contri-
bution of $1 billion in reconstruction aid 
to the Iraqi government, of which a slice 
would go to the Defense Ministry.

The beginnings of military coopera-
tion between these two neighbors—a 
stick in the eye to Iraq’s American bene-
factors, to be sure—is as unsurprising 
as it is audacious. The Iranian defense 
minister went so far as to ask Baghdad 
to prevent the U.S. from establishing a 
long-term base on its soil. Both defense 
ministers bristled at the suggestion 
posed by reporters that American oppo-
sition to their new military arrangement 
should be considered. “No one can pre-
vent us from reaching an agreement,” 
Shamkhani said, to which Duleimi 
chimed in, “Nobody can dictate to Iraq 
its relations with other countries.”

The collaboration extends to the ener-
gy sector. In order to help solve the energy 
crisis in Iraq, the new prime minister, 
Ibrahim al-Jaafari, signed energy agree-
ments with the Iranian government in 
July. There are three parts to these agree-

ments: 1) linking the electricity grid of 
the two countries; 2) using Iran’s Caspian 
ports to import refined fuels into Iraq 
from central Asia; and 3) building a 40-ki-
lometer oil pipeline between the Iraqi oil 
center of Basra and Iran’s Abadan port.

How Iran would love to gain access to 
Iraq’s oil! Mr. Flurry’s words from Decem-
ber 1994 ring out: “Can you imagine the 
power [the Iranians] would have if they 
gained control of Iraq, the second-largest 
oil-producing country in the world?”

Duleimi’s trip was the first such 
visit since the two countries went to 
war in 1980. While apologizing for the 

war, Duleimi 
placed the blame 
squarely on 
Saddam Hussein. 
“We’ve come 
here to open a 
new page in our 
relations against 

the painful page of the past,” he told re-
porters. A new page indeed—especially 
considering the fact that Iraq’s biggest 
military partner at present is the U.S., 
Iran’s number-one enemy! 

But Iraq knows that the Americans 
are only there for the short term. Even-
tually they will vacate, and Iran will re-
main next door. Prime Minister Jaafari, 
at a May 18 news conference with Iran’s 
foreign minister, said as much: “[T]he 
party that will leave Iraq is the United 
States, because it will eventually with-
draw. But the party that will live with 
the Iraqis is Iran, because it is a neighbor 
to Iraq.” It’s clear where his loyalties lie.

Certainly a U.S. pullout would open 
Iraq to greater influence by Iran. Is it not 
likely, given the fact the mighty U.S. has 
been unable to squash the insurgency in 
Iraq, that terrorists will seize the initia-
tive in those areas from which it with-
draws and give the far-less-mighty Iraqi 
security forces more fight than they can 
handle? Considering the security and 
economic cooperation already begin-
ning between Iraq and Iran, it seems 
virtually assured that Iranian forces will 
be called upon to help restore order.

Imagine the prospect of Iran suc-
ceeding where America could not.

Creating a Monster
Days after Defense Minister Duleimi’s 
visit to Iran, Prime Minister Jaafari 
himself led a high-level delegation on 
a visit to Tehran. During this report-
edly very friendly visit, then-President 
Khatami said, “Hopefully, the visit will 

set a turning point in the bilateral his-
torical relations.”

This “turning point” is a goal Iran 
has worked toward for some time. Teh-
ran has labored intensively to infiltrate 
Iraqi politics in order to achieve it—even 
before America’s invasion of Iraq in 
2003. And Jaafari—who tried to spread 
the Iranian Revolution to Iraq in 1979 
and was subsequently forced into ex-
ile in Iran, who maintains strong links 
with Iran’s ruling clerics, whose party’s 
official position is that Iraq should be an 
Islamic state—appears to be more than 
sympathetic to Iran’s aim. 

But Iran’s work behind the curtain in 
order to draw Iraq into its sphere of in-
fluence hasn’t been limited to politics—
it has included culture and religion (see 
“Iraq’s Iranian City,” page 11).

A look at Iraq’s demographics reveals 
why Iran has pursued such an aggressive 
strategy.

Saddam Hussein’s Sunni Baathist 
leadership was an anomaly in a country 
with a majority of Shiite Muslims. With 
him gone and the people given a political 
voice, Iraq now has a Shiite prime min-
ister, a Shiite-dominated government 
and a Shiite-dominated constitution-
drafting committee headed by a Shiite. 
Shiites rule the nest, and, simply put, 
many of their hearts still resonate with 
the spirit of the Iranian Revolution.

Over recent months, Iraqi officials 
have sparred over whether—or, more 
accurately, the degree to which—Islamic 
law should be enshrined in the new Iraqi 
constitution. Most Shiite leaders in Iraq 
want the country to become an Islamic 
state, not so different from the Iranian 
model. Iran wants this most of all. 

In flat opposition to America’s goals, 
vociferously stated shortly after the fall 
of Baghdad, this outcome seems inevi-
table. Iraq will almost surely end up be-
coming, like Iran, some form of Islamic 
theocracy.

As unbelievable as it once would have 
seemed, ultimately the U.S. will have 
spent the lives of its soldiers and billions 
of its treasure to create another Shiite Is-
lamic republic in the Mideast.

Jordan’s King Abdullah has said, “If 
Iraq goes Islamic republic, then yes, 
we’ve opened ourselves to a whole set of 
new problems that will not be limited to 
the borders of Iraq.”

Essentially, the Middle East would be 
dominated by a broad crescent of radi-
cally infused Shia governments sitting 
on the world’s most prized oil reserves. 

Ultimately the U.S. will have spent 
the lives of its soldiers and billions 
of its treasure to create another Shiite 
Islamic republic in the Mideast.
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A whole set of new problems, indeed. 
And largely thanks to America.

Surrounded by Iran
On Sept. 11, 2003, former President 
Rafsanjani was quoted by the Islamic 
Republic News Agency as saying, “Even 
though the United States has a physical 
presence in the countries that surround 
us, the reality is that the United States 
is, in fact, surrounded by Iran. God has 
pushed the Americans into a quagmire 

in Iraq. If they stay, they will be victims 
every day, and if they leave it will be a 
loss of honor.”

Two years later, it’s difficult to deny 
the truth in these ugly statements.

But why? Isn’t the United States the 
world’s supreme superpower? 

In truth, no label can disguise the fact 
that Washington’s hands are effectively 
tied with respect to this “little” Mideast 
nation of Iran.

For one, as the Trumpet has exam-

ined previously, the U.S. relies heavily on 
Iran to help stabilize Iraq by keeping the 
Shiites quiet. (The insurgency is led by 
Sunnis; if Iran incited a Shiite uprising, 
the U.S. would be in deep trouble.) This 
dependence will only increase should 
Washington withdraw troops.

On top of this, the U.S. would be lo-
gistically incapable of maintaining the 
level and duration of commitment need-
ed to deal with Iran militarily. In fact, 
declining recruitment numbers and an 
unsustainable level of military responsi-

Iraq’s Iranian City
While Iraq’s con-

stitutional author-
ity bickered over 

whether to codify Sharia 
law as the law of the land, 
in parts of the country 
Shiite leaders went about 
implementing it as the law 
of the street. 

Back in February, the 
Telegraph reported that a 
“silent and largely undocu-
mented social revolution 
has transformed the Shia-
dominated south of Iraq 
into a virtual Islamic state 
in the two years since the 
U.S. Army invaded” (Feb-
ruary 14).

In July, several news 
sources confirmed that 
Basra—Iraq’s main port city 
and oil production center, 
and which borders Iran—is 
dominated by extrem-
ist Shiite Muslims and is 
“steadily being transformed 
into a mini-theocracy” 
(New York Times, July 7). 

Residents of Basra, once 
one of the more secular of 
the Shia cities, “describe 
the changes as an Iranian-
style revolution, hesitant at 
first but rapidly building 
momentum” (Telegraph, 
op. cit.).

Tools for this transfor-
mation include instruc-
tion in the universities and 
mosques, and sometimes 
brutal enforcement. “Re-
ligious Shiites do not have 
to legally enshrine Sharia, 
or koranic law, to exercise 
their will. Enforcement of 

Islamic practices is done on 
the streets, in the shadows” 
(New York Times, op. cit.). 

Shiite militias, directed 
by the controlling political 
parties and working in co-
operation with the official 
security forces, enforce strict 
Shiite religious rulings in-
volving dress standards, mu-
sic, alcohol and the like. For 
instance, through intimida-
tion and violence, within a 
year the militias have virtu-
ally put a stop to women be-
ing seen in public without 
the traditional Islamic head 
scarf and full-length black 
robe. These social changes 
are Iranian, comments one 
Basra resident. “Basra has 
really become an Iranian 
city. I no longer recognize 
it” (Christian Science Moni-
tor, July 13).

Iran’s fingerprints are 
everywhere. Posters of the 
Ayatollah Khomeini are 
displayed in the streets. 
The rhetoric is the same 
also: A poster of Khomeini 
outside the governor’s of-
fice displays the words “All 
the problems of Islam stem 
from colonialism and the 
Great Powers.”

In addition, as the Tele-
graph reported, Sharia law is 
now routinely used instead 
of civil codes in Basra’s 
courts. Shiite rule has even 
changed which days consti-
tute the weekend: To avoid 
including Saturday, which 
Jews celebrate as a day of 
rest, the official weekend in 

this part of the country is 
now Thursday and Friday.

The Shiite takeover of 
southern Iraq and the impo-
sition of the strict code of Is-
lamic law have been under-
way since Saddam Hussein 
was toppled. Since the Iraqi 
elections in January this 

year, however, this process 
has accelerated with more 
radical politicians coming 
to power and the consolida-
tion of Shiite religious rule. 
Basra’s provincial council is 
dominated by Shiite politi-
cians (35 out of 41) who are 
loyal to the Supreme Coun-
cil for the Islamic Revolution 
in Iraq (sciri)—a Shiite po-
litical party with strong rep-
resentation in the national 
government—and to Ayatol-
lah Mohammed Yacoubi, a 
radical cleric associated with 

Moqtada al-Sadr, the notori-
ous anti-American cleric 
supported by Iran. One of-
ficial in Basra claims that 
half the Governing Council 
members have ties to Iran.

Numerous small reli-
gious parties—such as God’s 
Vengeance and Master of 
Martyrs—have the backing 
of these major Shiite groups 
and are suspected of “being 
agents of the Iranian gov-
ernment” (New York Times, 
op. cit.). One such party was 
established in Iran by an 
Iraqi cleric seeking refuge 
there during Hussein’s reign.

Despite having differ-
ences, politicians compos-
ing Basra’s majority Shiite 
government agree on the 
future of the city: “Today, 
our society is changing, 
becoming more religious,” 
said its provincial gover-
nor. “We must reflect that 
Basra is becoming a purely 
Islamic city” (Christian 
Science Monitor, op. cit.). 
This, incidentally, is be-
ing accomplished at no 
small price: Iraqi officials 
estimate that about 1,000 
people, mostly Sunnis, have 
been killed in the city in the 
past several months (ibid.). 
Sunnis accuse intelligence 
agents from Iran of master-
minding these killings.

For the strategic southern 
city of Basra, Gerald Flurry’s 
statement that Iraq would 
come under the control of 
Iran has—for all intents and 
purposes—become reality. 
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A citizen walks by the closed 
South Oil Company in Basra. 

Basra
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bilities in combat areas are already mak-
ing America look to get out of Iraq. 

Then there is the consideration of both 
world opinion and public opinion within 
America concerning U.S. intervention in 
Iraq, and the still-sensitive issue of wheth-
er or not there was a smoking gun. The 
pressure is intense not to make the same 
“mistakes” in Iran. For example: Ameri-
can intelligence sources now say Iran is 
10 years from making a nuclear weapon, 
according to the Washington Post. This is 
absurd, but the idea effectively buys the 
U.S. time—at least in its own mind—in 
its dealings with the Islamic Republic. 

Unable to act, the U.S. is left only to 
dream. Administration officials hope 
against hope that the Iranian govern-
ment is near its end, soon to be trampled 
under the country’s slow march to de-
mocracy. The Washington Times quoted 
an official familiar with policy discus-
sions on Iran as saying that the admin-
istration keeps “hoping the mullahs will 
leave before Iran gets a nuclear weapons 
capability.”

This is essentially what America’s 
foreign policy toward Iran has been re-
duced to. 

Iran knows it.
Times of the Gentiles.

Prophetic Timetable
Iran has already attained an impressive 
degree of clout within the Middle East. 
Gary Samore of London’s Internation-
al Institute for Strategic Studies said, 
“The Gulf countries naturally see Iran 
as the big power, much more power-
ful than any Gulf state including Saudi 
Arabia, and as a country that needs to 
be balanced.” Iranian political scientist 
Mohammed Hadi Semati of the Carn-
egie Endowment for International Peace 
concurs: “The Bush administration has 
to face the reality that Iran is now the 
regional superpower.”

As impressive as Iran is, however, it’s 
about to become even more so. Consid-
ering that the nation has a new president 
who strengthens the hand of the mul-
lahs, the world should brace itself for a 
series of bold, pushy moves that establish 
Iran as a legitimate global superpower.

The timing of Iran’s rise is no fluke. 
It is occurring precisely according to 
the Bible’s prophetic timetable, and it 
should make plain the urgency of the 
times  we live in—how near we truly are 
to witnessing Jesus Christ’s prophecy of 
the times of the Gentiles play out before 
us on the world stage. � n

 america  from page �

zinc. America and Britain now seek 
these minerals from foreigners.

The United States has transformed 
from being a world supplier of critical 
resources into the world’s largest debt-
or nation—a stunning and dangerous 
change of direction.

The God-given elements that drove 
Britain’s and America’s greatness are 
rapidly being lost!

You can study the last half of Leviticus 
26 to see all the curses for disobedience 
God promises to send upon America and 
Britain, and read your daily headlines to 
see how they are coming to pass.

Gentiles to Wrest Control
The rapid decline of these two major 
Israelite powers—the British Empire’s 
decline in the mid-20th century, and 
now the irreparable weakening of U.S. 
influence—is clearing the way for Gen-
tile power blocs to assume the lead in 
global politics (see page 13). Soon these 

Israelite nations’ power will be 
gone. The “times of the Gen-
tiles” will begin in earnest.

There is a route you can 
take, however, to escape the 
catastrophic demise of Amer-
ica and the British Common-
wealth nations. That too, can 

be found in the story of Abraham.
Study Abraham’s life for yourself. 

Note the number of occasions where 
Abraham willingly and without hesita-
tion obeyed God. This man was prepared 
to sacrifice everything for God—even 
family and possessions. Those who strive 
to match Abraham’s obedience and faith 
will be saved from the calamities soon to 
fall upon America and Britain!

Upon repentance and obedience to 
God, you too can experience a future 
life of wealth and greatness, just as 
America and Britain have, thanks to the 
faith and obedience of Abraham.

God has a master plan for this Earth 
that is unfolding before our eyes. You 
are part of that plan. If you would like 
to begin to understand your role, it’s 
important to learn the key to under-
standing Bible prophecy. Request The 
United States and Britain in Prophecy 
to gain this all-important key.

And after reading this book, request 
our free book The Incredible Human 
Potential for a detailed explanation 
of the future of man. Together, these 
books will introduce you to the most 
remarkable, encouraging and inspiring 
truth anyone could find!� n

However, while it was the faith of a 
single man that secured the unmatched 
wealth and power of America and Brit-
ain over the past two centuries, it is the 
sins of the American and British peoples 
that have hastened the loss of those bless-
ings and demise of these great powers.

Losing the Elements of Power
Speaking to Ephraim and Manasseh 
today, God said, “And if ye walk con-
trary unto me, and will not hearken 
unto me; I will bring seven times more 
plagues upon you according to your 
sins” (Leviticus 26:21). 

The British Empire attained the 
height of its power in the late 19th and 
early 20th centuries; the United States, 
as Winston Churchill noted, reached 
its peak during and right after World 
War ii. Since these times, the greatness 
of both peoples has deteriorated as a re-
sult of their increasing sins.

While the Trumpet takes little plea-

sure in discussing these national ca-
lamities, it is our hope that this mes-
sage will wake people up!

The peoples of America and the na-
tions of the British Commonwealth lead 
the world in social problems. Droughts, 
floods and other natural disasters have 
plundered the agricultural wealth of 
Australia and Britain, and the U.S. ag-
riculture industry is rapidly plummet-
ing. These nations have carelessly let the 
critical sea gates they once owned slide 
through their fingers, leaving these na-
tions at the mercy of China and Europe 
in global trade and commerce. 

Compared to the more than 50 per-
cent of world oil production America 
accounted for in 1950, today the Unit-
ed States produces only 11.1 percent 
of the world total—and relies on for-
eigners for more than 60 percent of 
its oil. Whereas America and Britain 
manufactured about 75 percent of the 
world’s steel in 1950, by the late 1990s, 
American and British steel production 
had plummeted to about 14 percent 
of world production.  These nations 
have experienced similar declines in 
the mining of key minerals, includ-
ing gold, silver, nickel, aluminum and 

The U.S. has transformed 
from being a world supplier 
of critical resources into the 
world’s largest debtor nation.
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News is a daily commodity. A 
car bombing, an election, a coup. 

Specific events can be earth-
shaking—but it’s their cumula-

tive effect that truly matters. Step back 
from the brush strokes of individual 
events and view the entire global canvas, 
and what do you have?

The Fall of Giants
Since the beginning of the 19th century, 
the Anglicized world has dominated 
global politics—from the reign of the 
British Empire at its peak to the rise to 
superpowerdom of the United States. 

Great Britain rose to the pinnacle of 
power following the end of the Holy Ro-
man Empire’s dominance over Europe 
and the fall of Napoleon in 1815. By the 
early 20th century, it had become the 
largest empire in history.

Across the Atlantic, the newly inde-
pendent United States took a huge step 
with the 1803 Louisiana Purchase—the 
largest real-estate transaction to that 
point in history. Though at first the bud-
ding country had no real global influ-
ence and remained relatively uninvolved 
in foreign affairs, this changed with the 

dawn of the 20th century as Europe’s 
Great War lured America out of isola-
tion. Finally, after World War ii, with the 
decline of Britain’s global empire and the 
fall of the pound sterling as the world’s 
reserve currency, America (along with its 
currency) achieved global supremacy. 

The only power strong enough to 
counter the U.S. after 1945 was the Soviet 
Union. Tension between this Commu-
nist union of “republics” and America 
became a Cold War. This ended when 
the Soviet Union collapsed in 1991, which 
left America the world’s lone superpow-
er—an unprecedented achievement for 
any single nation to that point.

Three Rivals Emerge
Later during the 1990s, however, three 
power blocs began forging to challenge 
America’s global dominion.

When the Soviet Union—which had 
largely squelched Islamist sentiment—fell, 
radical leaders and politicians  came out 
of the woodwork in Mideast politics. The 
Islamic Republic of Iran soon became the 
center of gravity in the Middle East. 

Iran’s promotion of terrorism led to 
a global escalation in terrorist attacks. 

The heights that terrorism reached on 
Sept. 11, 2001, are still being felt: The U.S. 
has since been embroiled in a crusade 
against terror—a military operation that 
is testing its strength and will.

Of the three emerging blocs, the Islam-
ic power is currently the most visible (see 
page 8), but two more colossal powers are 
rising—largely unnoticed by the world. 

Return of Europe
Germany’s reunification in 1989 marked 
a turning point for Europe. The fledgling 
European economic zone adopted the 
euro in 2002, and the combined gdps of 
its member nations surpassed that of the 
U.S. as the world’s largest economy.

Accompanying Europe’s rise as a 
power bloc, its largest and most powerful 
nation also rose to new heights. In fact, 
the EU provided Germany a viable cover 
to help it regain its status as a major na-
tion. After creating a crisis in the Balkans 
by recognizing Croatian and Slovenian 
independence, Germany rallied the EU 
behind the cause that gave Germany an 
excuse to embark on its first real military 
venture since World War ii. (Request our 
free booklet The Rising Beast for more on 

The Contest for 
World Domination
Meet the three contenders. by ryan malone

13The Philadelphia Trumpet  september-october 2005



how the Balkans campaign contributed to 
the growing influence of a German-domi-
nated Europe.) The Union accelerated the 
building of its own military—taking over 
several nato operations in the region. Af-
ter all, the rationale for nato’s existence 
had been lost when the Soviet threat dis-
appeared—providing further impetus to 
the EU’s military development.

Its Balkans “remedy” (i.e. conquer and 
occupy) gave the EU a certain prestige in 
geopolitics. It began sending more of its 
troops to peacekeeping missions the world 
over—to the point now where Europeans 
do more policing in conflict areas than 
the U.S. In fact, Germany’s Bundeswehr 
is now the primary international peace-
keeper in Afghanistan.

On the diplomatic front, Europe has 
taken a leading role in the Israeli-Pal-
estinian imbroglio. It is the only power 
considered a viable mediator concerning 
Iran’s clandestine nuclear program.

In May 2004, the Union expanded to a 
massive federation of 25 countries. Later 
that year, national leaders agreed on the 
text for a draft constitution.

This year, however, Europe and Ger-
many arrived at a crossroads. A leader-
ship vacuum was exposed when a major-
ity of French and Dutch citizens rejected 
the constitution. Europe is growing too 
large, critics said; it’s out of touch with 
the people. Meanwhile, the ruling party 
in Germany, experiencing a crisis of its 
own, called for early elections. 

Herein lies Germany’s—and Eu-
rope’s—intersection of destiny. If the 
troubled nation’s newly elected leader-
ship also fails to revitalize its economy 

and its people, Germany will continue to 
falter, and the EU will buckle under the 
weight its troubles. But if the new govern-
ment is more successful at addressing the 
woes of the German people and building 
a prosperous, focused nation, its leader 
will also speak for the European people.

Rising in the East
In the East, after the Cold War, Asian gi-
ants also built muscle. 

Asia’s economies developed in out-
standing fashion, starting in Japan, then 
moving into Southeast Asia, Taiwan, Sin-
gapore and South Korea, and finally Chi-
na—which officially entered the World 
Trade Organization at the end of 2001. 
India also joined the world economy by 
embracing capitalism, and its economy 
has grown steadily ever since.

Although the Soviet Union’s fall stag-
nated the Russian economy, it wasn’t long 
before a shrewd Vladimir Putin brought 
a sense of stability back to the bear, albe-
it by strong-arm tactics so characteristic 
throughout Russian history. 

Further east, after a huge financial 
meltdown toward the end of the decade, 
East Asia renewed efforts to increase 
economic cooperation. As its economy 
took off in the 1990s, China expanded its 
empire—regaining Hong Kong and Ma-
cau. Chinese businesses expanded their 
interests in strategic waterways around 
the world—investing heavily in a vital 
Pakistani port at the mouth of the Per-
sian Gulf, vital choke points in the Ca-
ribbean, and also the Panama Canal. 

Japan’s military—banned by the U.S. 
after World War ii—got back on the job 

under the guise of supporting U.S. mili-
tary operations. Japan’s parliament has 
been proposing several forms of legis-
lation ever since to revise the charter’s 
pacifist Article 9. Meanwhile, its prime 
minister has made numerous controver-
sial visits to a war shrine that honors the 
soldiers who inflicted grave atrocities 
upon the region during World War ii.

Asia also held global attention by ob-
taining nuclear materials: India and Pak-
istan, the bitter rivals of South Asia, both 
went nuclear, and apparently so did the 
rogue Stalinist regime in North Korea.

In similar fashion to the European 
continent, the great powers of the East 
are finding strength in unity. The two 
behemoths of the region—China and 
Russia—with their fickle love-hate his-
tory—now cooperate more than ever in 
the form of energy agreements and joint 
military exercises (for more, request our 
free booklet Russia and Chi-
na in Prophecy). China and 
its once-bitter rival India 
have even participated in 
joint naval exercises, and re-
lations between China and 
Japan are stronger than ever 
(see our July 2004 article 
“The Competition Myth”).

Ganging Up on U.S.
So here we stand: Radical Islam is wear-
ing down America’s will through relent-
less terrorist attacks in Iraq. Oil prices 
continue to break records, with Wash-
ington unable to reverse the trend. Eu-
rope’s euro challenges America’s dollar, 
and the EU’s defense force rivals nato. 
Many Asian nations, once strong allies 

A look at the three major power blocs vying to overturn American dominance.

Iran The EU Asia

The Next Big Three

Claim to Fame  The leader of 
radical Islam, Iran, continues its 
nuclear program despite American and 
European demands that it stop.

What to Watch  Iranian President 
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad will likely swing 
Iran further to the extreme right.

Claim to Fame  Becoming the  
mediator of choice for some of the 
thorniest international issues. Peace-
keeping forces are keeping busy.

What to Watch  Look for a strong 
leader to remedy Germany’s woes—
one who will speak for all of Europe.

Claim to Fame  China has rocketed 
into modern times economically and 
militarily and is impressive politically. 
Putin rescued Russia from a tailspin.

What to Watch  Expect increased 
cooperation among Russia, China, 
Japan and the rest of Asia. 
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of the U.S., now look to regional powers 
like China and Japan. 

On top of these developments, these 
three power blocs collude to marginalize 
and diminish the influence of the great-
est single nation on Earth. 

Europe drives this coalition—vis-
ible in its economic romance with Rus-
sia, China and other regional powers in 
Asia, and its opposition to the U.S. ap-
proach in Middle Eastern affairs.

The EU doesn’t hide its motive: to chal-
lenge U.S. supremacy. Military research 
and development initiatives announced 
earlier this year are part of “a strategy 
to become a military superpower and 
close the defense technology gap with the 
United States” (Times Online, March 2).

Many of Europe’s foreign policies in 
the Mideast and North Africa, though 
economically beneficial to European 
interests, exist additionally to counter 
Washington’s efforts. Europe uses the 
Middle East as a sparring ground against 
many U.S. policies and plays both friend 
and foe to rogue nations, depending on 
which tactic better limits American in-
fluence. It consolidates trade links and 
diplomatic relations with rogue states 
like Iran, Syria and the Sudan—much to 
America’s chagrin—and once it has ex-
hausted that ploy, cracks down on these 
nations in order to preempt any bold 
moves attempted by Washington. 

Asian banks, in concert with Eu-
ropean banks, loan billions to Iran to 
develop its natural gas fields. Even Ja-
pan, Washington’s strongest Asian ally, 
agreed to a $2 billion deal early in 2004 
to develop an Iranian oil field, ignoring 
U.S. pressure to the contrary.

China, Indonesia, India and Japan 
have looked to the EU economically, po-
litically and technologically. India and 
the EU (India’s largest trading partner) 
signed deals at the end of 2003 to boost 
trade and investment. Over the last cou-
ple of years, China has worked more in-
tensely with the European Space Agency. 

Both China and India invested millions 
in the EU’s global satellite system, Galileo. 
Through this project, the EU is forming a 
technology bloc to rival the U.S.

Germany’s strategic partnership with 
Russia, according to the Ludwig von 
Mises Institute, “covers the Euro-Asian 
continent, the geostrategic heart of the 
world. It represents an alliance that is 
ready and capable of challenging U.S. in-
fluence in almost any aspect” (March 9).

Even the euro exists specifically “to 
challenge the global hegemony of the 

dollar” (T.R. Reid, The United States of 
Europe). In trade, the EU pursues trade 
agreements with both Asian and Latin 
American trade blocs, largely leaving 
the U.S. out in the cold.

But Asia is the continent where the 
U.S. has enjoyed the stronger influence. 
Alliances and strong relations with Japan, 
South Korea, the Philippines and Taiwan, 
to name a few, give Washington consider-
able leverage in international politics. But 
even these political bulwarks are crum-
bling. Lately, U.S. allies in Asia (like Japan 
and South Korea) 
have distanced 
themselves from 
America while 
others (like Chi-
na) are using their 
increased strength to firm up intra-Asian 
relations and neutralize U.S. influence.

And it is no secret that Moscow, Beijing 
and New Delhi have batted around the 
idea of forming a triple axis to counter-
balance Washington. Though Russia 
and India have had strong ties for many 
years, China and India have been historic 
adversaries. They have never shared such 
sunny relations as they do now. In addi-
tion to enjoying unprecedented military 
cooperation, the two powers are bolster-
ing their economic ties.

Why is this happening? Two bit-
ter rivals do not just change their poli-
cies toward each other for no reason at 
all. Again, the motive is to contain U.S. 
influence in the East. As the New York 
Times recognized, “China’s rivalry with 
the United States in Asia and Latin 
America isn’t a side effect of economics; 
it’s an explicit ambition” (Dec. 26, 2004).

When it comes to besieging U.S. influ-
ence in Asia, China stands at the helm. 
The pin holding Washington’s Asian in-
fluence in place is its relationship with 
Japan. But U.S.-Japanese ties weaken as 
their interests diverge. Watch for further 
contention in this alliance, likely trig-
gered by America’s deepening economic 
woes, which may cause Japan to untie 
itself from the U.S. As Tokyo’s relations 
with Beijing continue to improve, Chi-
na’s ability to round up Asia and counter 
U.S. hegemony in Asia will be realized.

Where the Global Reordering Is Leading
What will this hot wash of seething 
global events produce? For the answer, 
we must turn to the only truly reliable 
source for accurate geopolitical fore-
casting—the Holy Bible. According 
to prophecy, the seemingly invincible 

United States of America will not merely 
be marginalized by its enemies, but sur-
rounded and besieged! 

Prophecies in Leviticus 26 and Deu-
teronomy 28 list the blessings and curses 
to befall the latter-day nations of Israel 
(which include the U.S., Britain, Israel 
and other English-speaking nations) 
were they to follow God or turn from 
Him. Because America has turned from 
God, its reign as a superpower is nearly 
finished. It has already begun to reap 
the curses God warned about—includ-

ing terrorism, broken national will and 
failure in foreign policy and military 
ventures (Leviticus 26:16-19).

These curses will climax in a night-
mare: America’s fall to another nation, 
which prophecy shows to be “Assyria,” 
or modern-day Germany (Isaiah 10:5). 
Deuteronomy 28:49-50 read, “The Lord 
shall bring a nation against thee from far, 
from the end of the earth, as swift as the 
eagle flieth; a nation whose tongue thou 
shalt not understand; a nation of fierce 
countenance ….” The same Hebrew 
phrase for “fierce countenance” is used 
in Daniel 8:23, where God describes the 
man who will lead Germany in the end. 
Germany—that nation which flies as the 
“eagle”—will deal the deathblow to the 
U.S. as a political power, taking it off the 
world stage altogether.

“And he shall besiege thee in all thy 
gates, until thy high and fenced walls 
come down, wherein thou trustedst, 
throughout all thy land: and he shall be-
siege thee in all thy gates throughout all 
thy land, which the Lord thy God hath 
given thee” (Deuteronomy 28:52). The fact 
is, God gave America its power—domes-
tically and in foreign policy. But because 
the U.S. has forgotten this and insists on 
trusting in its own strength, God tells 
this nation, twice in the same verse, that 
it will be besieged by a greater power. 

Bible prophecy reveals that once the 
superpower seat is left vacant, the three 
power blocs rising to dominance now 
will clash in a colossal global power 
struggle—a period the Bible specifically 
calls the “times of the Gentiles” (Luke 
21:24; Revelation 11:2; see page 16). Cur-
rent events show how dreadfully near we 
are to this time, when nations will vie for 
the superpower slot!� n

These three power blocs collude to 
marginalize and diminish the influence 
of the greatest single nation on Earth.
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by Ryan Malone

W
hat period of human 
history would you con-
sider the worst time of 
suffering ever inflicted 
by other human beings? 
What would you consider 

the height of man’s inhumanity to man?
Perhaps you would say Nazi Germa-

ny’s mistreatment and execution of mil-
lions of Jews and other “inferior” races.

Perhaps it was Mao Tse Tung’s mur-
derous reign, or that of Cambodia’s Pol 
Pot. Maybe it was life under Stalin or 
Saddam or any one of a thousand dicta-
tors past or present.

Perhaps it is the way radical Muslim 
governments, like that of Iran, treat wom-
en. Or the way white  men in positions of 
power abused those of differing races: the 
reign of the Ku Klux Klan in the Ameri-
can South, or examples in history of blacks 
being mistreated by their “masters.”

Maybe it was a time far in the past—
the inquisitions through which Catho-

lic-dominated Europe spared nothing to 
eradicate “heretics” from its midst.

Man’s bloody history gives us plenty 
of grisly examples to choose from.

Could man ever produce worse times 
than these? During His ministry, Jesus 
Christ talked a lot about the age we are 
living in right now. He said that “great 
tribulation” was coming—a time of suf-
fering “such as was not since the begin-
ning of the world to this time [the end 
time—our day today], no, nor ever shall 
be” (Matthew 24:21). 

That time is just ahead. 
It won’t last long—and it will be fol-

lowed by the greatest, most shining event 
ever to occur on Earth. But the dark 
times on the horizon will stagger the 
imagination, surpassing any time of ter-
ror that mankind has experienced. And 
no amount of wishful thinking or ideal-
istic initiatives from the world’s greatest 
minds can stop this period of punish-
ment. The only thing that could stop the 
Great Tribulation is mankind turning to 

God in heartfelt repentance for our sins.
These times will radically impact the 

lives of every individual on this Earth! 
What will this time be like?

Why Would God Allow It?
This Trumpet issue describes how the 
building blocks of the global power 
structure are tumbling into a new order. 
As the United States and Britain (repre-
senting the two major tribes descending 
from Israel) decline in strength, three 
significant non-Israelite (or “Gentile”) 
blocs have emerged: a radical Islamic 
resurgence led by Iran, a united Europe, 
and an integrating Asia. Furthermore, 
we see all three blocs in cahoots to chal-
lenge American supremacy and to pull 
the U.S. from its superpower perch.

This world is hurtling toward a time 
when American influence will be not 
only countered by these three power 
blocs, but also eliminated from global 
politics. Then these three superpowers-
in-waiting will scramble for the lead.

The Times of the 

Gentiles

The global order of 
nations will change 
dramatically over 
the next few years.
This will lead to 
the darkest period 
in the history of 
man—what the 
Bible calls … 
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Consider, if you can, what this time 
will be like! 

In addition to describing the mag-
nitude of human suffering at this time, 
Jesus Christ coined a phrase to describe 
this future, recorded in Luke 21:24: “And 
they shall fall by the edge of the sword, 
and shall be led away captive into all na-
tions: and Jerusalem shall be trodden 
down of the Gentiles, until the times 
of the Gentiles be fulfilled.”

Revelation 11:2, which uses similar 
language, tells us the length of this pe-
riod: 42 months.

The time is coming when Gentiles will 
dominate the world scene. Sadly, these 
“times of the Gentiles” will be times of 
unprecedented suffering. Man’s mistreat-
ment of fellow man has never been so 
dastardly as it will be in just a few years. 

While it may seem unbelievable in our 
modern age, all the human rights abuses 
that have occurred throughout history 
will be nothing compared to this 42-
month cataclysm soon to engulf Earth.

Though man will bring this harm 
upon himself, God is also behind these 
events. He will use this time to punish the 
descendants of Israel for their sins. The 
main targets for these Gentile powers, at 
least at first, will be Israelite nations. 

But in this tribulation lies an even 
greater purpose. God will allow us to 
reach the brink of annihilation in order 
to teach a vital lesson in aversion therapy: 
that man cannot successfully rule man! 

World War!
The emerging radical Islamic power—
which the Bible calls the “king of the 
south” (see Daniel 11:40), led by Iran—
will wear down America’s will continue 
fighting the war on terror and leave the 
tiny nation of Israel in tatters. Islam has 
already succeeded in wearing thin Amer-
ica’s (and Israel’s) national will to fight. 
It has already succeeded in engaging the 
U.S. in a war where troops are stretched 
thin and bases are being abandoned in 
“less strategic” parts of the world. 

The Bible prophesies that a full one 
third of American and British lives will 
be lost through internal vio-
lence and terrorism (our free 
booklet Ezekiel—The End-
Time Prophet proves this). 
This would never have seemed 
realistic until 9/11 and the sub-
sequent admission by many 
experts that nuclear terror-
ism is only a matter of time.

How bad will this reign of 
terror get? If Christ is to be believed, it 
will be substantially worse than any vio-
lence committed in the name of Islam or 
Christianity in history. 

Consider the time when Islam’s 
founder, Muhammad, united and ruled 
all of Arabia—waging an average of nine 
military campaigns per year, slaughter-
ing and humiliating non-Muslims in his 
jihad. Think of the ways Islamic radi-
cals in positions of power subjugate and 
humiliate their own people even today: 
Women who do not adhere to strict dress 

The Times of the 

Gentiles
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codes are whipped in public or forced 
to put their hands in buckets of spiders. 
Others, who won’t agree to “temporary” 
marriages or who are accused of adul-
tery when they’ve actually been raped, 
are buried up to their necks and stoned. 
Men can be sentenced to thousands 
(that’s right) of lashes for certain crimes. 
In Saddam Hussein’s Iraq, members of 
the political opposition were sent to the 
firing squad, fed to lions at the Baghdad 
zoo, or tortured indescribably. 

The atrocities the Islamic power 
bloc—through terrorism—will wreak 
on the West will far surpass any previ-
ous such attacks. What power this Is-
lamic bloc will rise to!

But soon after, according to Bible 
prophecy, this king of the south will push 
at the “king of the north”—a united Eu-
rope, led by Germany and the Vatican 
in a final resurrection of the Holy Ro-
man Empire. In response, this king of 
the north will act decisively. It will have 
learned from the mistakes of the U.S. pol-
icy in Iraq. Europe will not go the route 
of precise missile strikes and exhausting 
occupation, reconstruction and coun-
terinsurgency. It will move in Teutonic, 
blitzkrieg fashion! (Daniel 11:40). This 
“whirlwind” will utterly wipe out the Is-
lamic power, and a united Europe will set 
up shop in the Middle East (verses 41-43).

Ruling from the Mideast, the king of 
the north will hold the world in its palm. 

What will it do with that power? Prophecy 
tells us it will utterly decimate an already 
frayed America, Britain and Israel, tak-
ing captives from all these conquests that 
will amount to another one third of these 
populations being taken into slavery (our 
Ezekiel booklet also explains this).

Again, using Jesus Christ’s words as 
our reference, we can look to historical 
comparisons for a glimpse at the brutal-
ity this European power will unleash.

It will be a time of church-state do-
minion on the Continent worse than 
Europe’s Dark Ages and surpassing the 
violence witnessed during the rule of 
Charlemagne, who took the church-
state combine to new heights and waded 
through a “sea of blood.” Similar to Mu-
hammad, Charlemagne was constantly 
engaged in battle. He forced Catholicism 
on those he conquered and executed any 
who refused to convert. Through four 
separate inquisitions, Catholic-domi-
nated Europe led a massive witch-hunt 
to convert “heretics” to Catholicism—a 
gruesome campaign that led to the mur-
der of an estimated 50 million people.

The coming tyranny of this Euro-
pean power will eclipse the demonia-
cal reign of Adolf Hitler, whose victims 
were taken to “labor camps” for the sup-
posed crime of belonging to the wrong 
race or religion. In these concentration 
camps, people faced either forced labor, 
gas chambers—or “donating” their bod-

ies to Nazi science as guinea pigs (with-
out anesthesia). Six million died under 
these nightmarish conditions.

But the coming “times of the Gen-
tiles” will be far worse!

Again, as Jesus Christ said, this will 
be “great tribulation, such as was not 
since the beginning of the world to this 
time, no, nor ever shall be”!

The new world order, under the jack-
boot of this dreadful superpower, will be 
war, inquisition and genocide all in one. 
Tens of millions will be taken captive—
forced into labor camps of unprecedent-
ed severity. And those “heretics” who will 
not accept the religion of Europe will be 
persuaded through grisly means to con-
vert. No inquisition will have ever been 
so fierce! No genocide so appalling!

And who will be able to stop it? This 
king of the north will be the world’s 
only superpower—unmatched and un-
checked—that is, until another power bloc 
builds up enough strength to threaten it. 

This is where the last of the three 
power blocs enters. Russia, China, Ja-
pan, India and other Asian powers will 
have seen what Europe did to the Middle 
East’s predominant power and be grave-
ly concerned. They will link together to 
“make war” with this beast. 

United Europe will sense the gather-
ing storm to its north and east (Daniel 
11:44). The king of the north will then, 
again in historic Germanic fashion, 

The Inquisitions  Catholic-dominated Europe led four 
gruesome campaigns that led to many “heretics” being 
tortured or killed. The body count is estimated at 50 million.

Charlemagne  Constantly engaged in battle, 
he forced those he conquered to convert to  
Catholicism and executed those who did not.

A Glimpse 
of the 
Future?
The annals of history are 
saturated with examples of 
terrible atrocities. 

This is what makes Jesus 
Christ’s prophecy of a 
time just ahead that much 
more alarming: He said 
that “great tribulation” 
was coming—a time of 
suffering “such as was not 
since the beginning of the 
world to this time [the end 
time—our day today], no, 
nor ever shall be.” 

Is it true this world will 
witness instances of  
inhumanity even worse 
than these?
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launch a pre-emptive strike against this 
conglomerate. Its attack will leave the 
Earth in unimaginable ruin.

But Asia will return in kind, capital-
izing on its vast population to build an 
army of unheard-of size. Ruthless leaders 
like Genghis Khan and Joseph Stalin did 
not achieve the level of inhumanity to be 
attained by those who will lead this mas-
sive combine. The horrors of Tiananmen 
Square and the Gulags will be trivial by 
comparison. Their cruelty will exceed 
that of Japanese soldiers at the Rape of 
Nanking in 1937, where tens of thousands 
of women and female children as young 
as 7 were raped, mutilated and killed. It 
will be far more barbaric than the Japa-
nese treatment of enemy soldiers during 
the Bataan Death March (which ground 
out 10,000 lives), the way the Vietcong 
treated its prisoners during the Vietnam-
ese War, or the way North Korea still 
treats its 150,000 to 200,000 political pris-
oners. Great European captains and gen-
erals will hide themselves and whimper 
like children in the face of this onslaught. 
(For more on this clash, request our free 
booklet Russia and China in Prophecy.)

Asian armies, after their initial con-
quest of the European power, will march 
their troops toward the Middle East for 
the final humiliating blow. What’s left of 
the European armies will go to meet these 
“kings of the east” for this final nuclear 
showdown—one that will bring this world 

to the precipice of self-destruction. 
Enter one more superpower—the 

greatest world power of all. One that 
mankind has ignored for six millennia. 

Through the clouds, on a piercingly 
bright white horse, the King of this em-
pire will appear: Jesus Christ riding with 
a resplendent cavalry behind Him! (see 
Revelation 19). 

This new power bloc will descend 
upon man’s forces, which will then turn 
to fight this supernatural force—the true 
“kingdom of heaven.”

The mortal armies will be obliter-
ated on the battlefield. The times of the 
Gentiles will be “fulfilled”—utterly fin-
ished!

A New Day Dawns
This new kingdom, which will have 
taken the world by force, will keep it—in 
peace—forever!

Imagine a world under this kind of 
domination—governed by benevolent, 
perfectly selfless spirit beings under the 
rule of the righteous Jesus Christ. What 
would it be like to be ruled by this global 
empire? How different would it be from 
that of carnal Israel, or of the Gentile 
kingdoms soon to propel this world into 
darkness? 

There will be stringent enforcement of 
God’s eternal, perfect law—which is the 
only means to real happiness and peace. 
But God’s nature is the way of give; His 

ambitions, goals and desires consider 
what is best for others—not some satanic 
lust to get power.

Therefore, there will exist none of the 
conditions so prevalent under the rule of 
power-crazed men. 

No oppression of women. 
No injustice, no torture. No terror. 
There will be no genocide or racism. 
No inquisition.
It will be a time when all humanity, 

Israelite and Gentile, will live in perfect 
harmony—all enjoying the bounteous 
blessings of the great God! He wants to 
give us these blessings. He wants to teach 
mankind the ways that lead to such gifts. 
In this new world, mankind will learn to 
take on this divine nature.

Just as Jesus Christ prophesied of the 
dreadful times of the Gentiles, so too He 
issued the advance news of this prosper-
ous, peaceful Kingdom of God. Its fu-
ture is certain—as sure as the rising of 
tomorrow’s sun!

To learn more about this vision of a 
hopeful future promised in your Holy 
Bible, request a free copy of Herbert W. 
Armstrong’s The Wonderful World To-
morrow—What It Will Be 
Like! Not only does the book-
let describe this inspiring 
utopian era, it shows how you 
can escape the dreadful times 
of the Gentiles just ahead!	� n

With reporting by Sarah Leap

Muhammad  Led an average of nine 
military campaigns a year, murdering and 
humiliating non-Muslims.

The Rape of Nanking  Japanese soldiers 
raped, mutilated and killed tens of thousands of 
Chinese women and girls as young as 7.

The Holocaust  Nazi Germany under Adolf 
Hitler slaughtered over 6 million whose crime was 
simply being the wrong race or religion.
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guilty parties L eaders from Libya and Nigeria confer at the African Union summit in July.

Why the noblest initiatives to solve 
Africa’s problems always fail

The Big Men

BY RON FRASER

Margaret Thatcher is 
rumored to have called them 
a bunch of mendicants. 
Washington Post journalist 

Blaine Harden, in his outstanding 
account of Africa, simply called them 
the “Big Men” of Africa. Others have 
called them tyrants. They are the leaders 
of African nations who have bled their 
countries dry of any hope of competing 
effectively in the global marketplace, 
let alone being taken seriously in the 
international political arena.

They met the first week in July in Lib-
ya for an African summit. There, wined 
and dined to their merry hearts’ content, 
African leaders basked in the plentiful 
platitudes and repetitive rhetoric which 
we have all become so used to hearing 
in nighttime sound bites, broadcast over 
news networks by hardened hacks to a 
weary public that just wants to get on 
with immersing itself in the latest escap-
ist “reality” show.

But Africa is reality! Africa is today’s 
living definition of ongoing tribal con-
flict, rampant disease, starvation on 
massive scales, endemic poverty, deeply 
embedded international debt—in short, 
Africa is, today, in far too many cases, 

representative of utter hopelessness.
The paradox of 21st-century Africa is 

reflected in the bloated Swiss bank ac-
counts and fleets of Mercedes Benz of 
far too many of its leaders, contrasted 
with the below-dirt-poor status of far 
too many of its peoples. 

Look at Ghana. What happened there 
seemed to cast the mold for much of the 
rest of old colonial Africa over the past 
50 years.

Handed independence in 1957, the 
former British colony of the Gold Coast, 
renamed Ghana, was gifted a supreme 
opportunity. Under British rule, the 
nation developed into the world’s larg-
est producer of cocoa and possessed 
some of the most productive gold fields 
in the world. It also boasted the largest 
currency reserves in Africa at the time. 
The British education system, combined 
with the Brits’ knack for efficient ad-
ministration, had yielded the most skill-
ful bureaucracy on the continent.

How its new leaders squandered this 
marvelous collection of blessings is, in 
a word, unconscionable. Blaine Harden 
describes it thus: “Ghana’s leaders pooled 
these advantages, mixed in a large por-
tion of megalomania, naiveté, avarice 
and socialist rhetoric, and engineered a 

collapse that was to prove a classic mod-
el for Africa” (Africa: Dispatches From a 
Fragile Continent).

Of course, as long as a brain-dead 
United Nations continues to not only 
tolerate, but also seemingly encourage by 
its lack of any condemnatory initiative, 
the worst of Africa’s leaders in their eco-
nomic and social plundering, Africa will 
remain the world’s worst basket case.

The tapestry of tyranny, corruption 
and economic deprivation that has been 
woven across the continent since the 
1950s is the backdrop to the three head-
line initiatives at the beginning of July 
that focused on ways to relieve Africa of 
its woes: the Live 8 rock concerts, the G-
8 summit in Scotland, and the African 
summit in Libya. It seems all such initia-
tives are doomed to fail. Why?

A Voice of Reason
Occasionally, the voice of sane reason 
breaks through the imposed political 
correctness of the language police to 
place the shameful acts of African lead-
ers into true perspective. Such a voice is 
that of George Ayittey.

Visiting associate professor of eco-
nomics at American University, founder 
and president of The Free Africa Foun-
dation, Ayittey hails from Ghana, where 
he has firsthand experience with clas-
sic, post-colonial African history. In-
terviewed by National Public Radio, his 
solution to the problems of Africa con-
trasted starkly with the platitudes being 
peddled at all three of the above-men-
tioned gatherings.

Ayittey contends that the continual 
giving of multiple billions of dollars’ 
worth of aid to African nations is an 
invitation for the squandering of such 
funding by Africa’s leaders. “[W]e all 
know that in the past, giving aid to Af-
rican government simply didn’t help. … 
[M]uch of the aid disappeared into the 
pockets of corrupt African governments, 
but it is something that’s not politically 
correct to talk about … because a lot of 
people don’t want to criticize black Af-
rican leaders for fear of being labeled as 
racist, but you just can’t … give aid to 
Africa using the old approach” (July 6).

In a clear reference to the massive 
pilfering of aid by Africa’s “Big Men,” 
Professor Ayittey mused, “Africa’s beg-
ging bowl leaks horribly. The old Africa 
seeks to put more money into this leaky 
bucket. A new approach will seek to plug 
the leaks. … [I]n the past, … the West-
ern donors sort of cast a blind eye to this 
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massive corruption …. Africa’s salva-
tion doesn’t lie in begging and begging 
for more aid, and as an African, I find 
it very, very humiliating. We’re talking 
about a continent which is tremendous-
ly rich in mineral resources. … [O]ur 
leaders have mismanaged the resourc-
es. Look, the salvation of Africa lies in 
Africa going back to its roots …. The 
problem that happened after indepen-
dence was that our leaders rejected the 
market system as a Western institution 
and tried to destroy it …. This is why the 
continent started its road to ruination.”

Asked what the G-8 and Live 8 could 
do to help effect positive change for the 
good in Africa, Ayittey declared, “[T]hey 
[the G-8] say they must distinguish be-
tween African governments or leaders 
and the African people so that they them-
selves will instigate reform from within. 
The solutions to Africa’s problems lie in 
Africa, not in live aid concerts.”

As an indigenous African, Professor 
Ayittey has an approach that is quite 
refreshing. But it does not pose the ul-
timate solution to the African problem. 
While he singles out bad government 
and bad governmental leadership as be-
ing root causes of the problem, the pro-
fessor is not able to pose a once-and-for-
all healing for Africa’s woes. That solu-
tion, though it does involve elements of 
that which he proposes, lies quite out-
side—in fact far above and beyond—his 
chosen discipline of economics.

The solution is metaphysical. It in-
volves the imposition of yet another, 
final and ultimate, African dictator-
ship. Not a tyranny! But a strong govern-
ment based on a law of love, of genuine, 
outgoing concern for neighbor—a law 
bound up in 10 basic precepts (Exodus 
20). These precepts are innate, binding, 
immutable laws—impossible for man to 
genuinely obey of and by himself. But, 
under the loving inspiration and guid-
ance of a future governor, Himself immu-
table and unchangeable (Hebrews 13:8) in 
His commitment to lovingly govern His 
subject peoples (Isaiah 9:7), people will 
be able to keep them. That future gov-
ernment is destined to bring real hope 
and joy—together with an abundance of 
many other plentiful blessings—to not 
only the whole continent of Africa, but, 
in time, to the whole world!� n

This inspiring future is spelled out in detail in 
Herbert W. Armstrong’s book The Wonderful 
World Tomorrow—What It Will Be Like. A free 
copy is yours upon request.

Review Implementation of the Program of 
Action for the Sustainable Development 
of Small Island Developing States, and 
ending with the briefer-named World 
Summit on the Information Society in 
November. Sandwiched in between these 
will be the meetings of the various inter-
national groupings of nations—the G-4, 
the G-5, the G-8, the G-12, the G-20 and, 
presumably, any other number of na-
tions who elect to form themselves into 
a “G” grouping in order to protect their 
individual interests by negotiating a con-
sensus on mutual benefits to each other, 
often at the expense of those nations ex-
cluded from the group. 

What do all these summits seek to 
achieve? What hope do they have of pro-
ducing anything positive, considering 
the dynamic of geopolitical disruption 
that has shaken this world over the past 
15 years, and, in particular, since the wa-
tershed event of 9/11?

One Constant
The singular constant in international 
relations is human nature. This one pre-
dictable phenomenon can be relied on 
to convert the very best of aspirations 
of those who seek the genuine good for 
all mankind into mere Utopian pipe 
dreams. “This being inherently a world 
of opposing interests and of conflict 
among them, moral principles can never 
be fully realized, but must at best be ap-
proximated through the ever-temporary 
balancing of interests and the ever-pre-
carious settlement of conflicts” (Hans 
Morgenthau, Politics Among Nations).

Thus, those leaders who participate 
in these annual summits, should they 
possess a realist’s perspective, can hard-
ly hope to achieve much. The history of 
such institutions has been one of issuing 

by Ron Fraser

On June 26, the United Nations 
held a special celebration to 
mark the 60th anniversary 
of the signing of the United 

Nations Charter, which took place in 
San Francisco on June 26, 1945. It was a 
disappointing affair. Even UN members 
were somewhat surprised at the absence 
of any high-level representatives from 
the world’s leading nations. No doubt 
many expressed surprise at the absence 
of Secretary General Kofi Annan, who, 
though he deigned to send a message of 
congratulations to anniversary delegates, 
was conspicuous in not attending the 
celebration to deliver it personally. 

In September, the world body will 
convene the 60th session of its General 
Assembly. Billed as the 2005 World Sum-
mit, this session is to review implemen-
tation of its “millennium declaration,” 
which was adopted at the UN’s Millen-
nium Summit in September 2000. It set 
out “specific, attainable goals aimed at 
achieving a better and safer world in the 
new century ….” Just one year later, in 
September 2001, a horrific act of terror 
heralded mankind’s entry into a far less 
safe and better world than even the mur-
derous 20th century had witnessed. 

But even, and perhaps particularly, in 
this age of terror of the 21st century, the 
meetings of world bodies charged with 
the oversight of this planet grind on. The 
15 specialized agencies of the UN will 
all have their own special meetings de-
signed to come to grips with the unique 
global problems and challenges that each 
agency was set up to deal with. In addi-
tion, the UN will have hosted eight high-
level meetings or summits during 2005, 
kicking off in January with the unbeliev-
ably long-tagged International Meeting to 

The Fatal Fault in 
International 
Government

It’s alphabet soup: UN, WTO, IMF, G-4, G-5, G-12, G-20. But can any 
large gathering of nations really solve the world’s woes?

The Fatal Fault in 
International 
Government
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statements of expediency based on, at 
best, excessive compromise to the satis-
faction of the most antagonistic of par-
ticipants, or at worst, conclusions that 
sacrifice the goodwill of the most benev-
olent to the greed of the most grasping.

One Example
Established in 1999, the G-20 group 
includes major industrial nations and 
emerging market economies account-
ing for over 90 percent of global gross 
domestic product, 80 percent of global 
trade, and two thirds of the world’s pop-
ulation. At the beginning of the year, 
China took over the presidency of the 
G-20 from Germany, which held that 
position for the previous 12 months.

The current president, Jin Renqing, 
in setting the goals of his presidency, 
summed up: “As the host country, Chi-
na sincerely hopes that the G-20 finance 
ministers’ and central bank governors’ 
meetings in 2005 will provide efficient 
fora and smooth communication chan-
nels, through which all members can ac-
tively engage in and benefit from candid 
and constructive interactions on strate-
gically important issues in the interna-
tional economic realm.”

Pleasant thoughts. But how realistic 
are they? A brief look at some elements 
of the foreign policies of just a few of the 
G-20 member nations should answer 
that question clearly.

Take China itself. A chief plank in its 
foreign policy is the declaration that its 
number-one enemy is the United States. 
For its part, to sustain the greed of its 
own consumerist society, the U.S. will-
ingly outsources its industrial produc-
tion to this declared enemy, sells off its 
technology to it (or allows it to be pil-
fered by it, as occurred under the previ-
ous U.S. administration), and in turn im-
ports its finished goods. For this, China 
receives scads of U.S. dollars, courtesy 
of the largesse of U.S. banks extending 
unmanageable quantities of credit to the 
American consumer. Then, the declared 
number-one enemy of America invests 
these dollars in U.S. bonds! So who is 
it that, in reality, increasingly holds the 
whip hand over America’s financial and 
economic future?

It’s a classic formula destined to end 
in a global financial fiasco of unheard-
of proportions. But it’s the principal ar-
rangement of convenience upon which 
the whole global economy largely spins.

Consider Argentina. Nestor Kirchner, 
son of a Nazi who fled Germany in the 
Vatican pipeline known as the Ratlines, 
accepts the loans which the International 
Monetary Fund, the World Bank and the 
benevolent Western capitalists under-
write, then refuses to pay his debt. Lack-
ing real teeth to do anything about this, 
all the investors can do is bite down hard 
and take the loss.

Then there’s Brazil, the largest coun-
try in South America, itself having been 
dependent on the good graces of the G-8 
and central banks for handouts to assist 
its wavering economy in the past. Bra-
zil’s foreign policy is an intriguing mish-
mash combining anti-U.S. rhetoric with 
the courting of China, Russia and the 
EU for inward investment.

Brazilian President Luiz Inácio Lula 
da Silva has the declared intention of 
building Brazil into Latin America’s 
first nuclear power. This policy has 
the ready acceptance of all three of the 
above—Russia (America’s foremost en-
emy of the Cold War), China (which 
has loudly and repeatedly proclaimed 
its hatred of the U.S.), and a German-
led EU (from whence emanates increas-
ingly hysterical invective against the 
American giant).

The wonder of all this is that, while 
we hear much concern from Washing-
ton as to Iran’s nuclear intentions, we 
hear little about the prospect of Brazil, 
so close to America’s back door, posing 
any imminent or future nuclear threat 
to that nation!

Such are the contrasting aims of only 
three of the larger nations within the 
Group of 20. There are 17 others, all with 
their own national agendas, all seeking 
to influence each other so that decisions 
made are to their own advantage.

What hope is there for such a global 

China’s commerce minister (right) 
shows discussion items to the EU’s 
trade commissioner at the G-20 
summit July 11 in Dalian, China.
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economic system as presently exists to 
survive, given the great disparity of na-
tional goals that obviously exists among 
the members of the world’s main deci-
sion-making bodies? Of what real value 
are the functional agencies this world 
sets up, such as the G-8 and G-20, to 
deal with global problems?

One Hope
That grand old student of international 
relations, Hans Morgenthau, summed it 
up thus: “[T]he contributions interna-
tional functional agencies make to the 
well-being of members of all nations 
fade into the background. What stands 
before the eyes of all are the immense 
political conflicts that divide the great 
nations of the Earth and threaten the 
well-being of the loser …” (ibid., empha-
sis mine throughout).

There’s simply something missing in 
man that would lead him to a spirit of 
genuine cooperation and unity at these 
conferences. There’s always someone 
willing to break a treaty, flout the law, 
treat any agreement reached by the 
members of such institutions with mere 
impunity. It’s a fact of human nature.

As the Apostle Paul declared, con-
sidering the troubles of the world at his 
time, and looking to the heart of the 
matter, “For to be carnally minded is 
death; but to be spiritually minded is life 
and peace” (Romans 8:6).

This very bone-headed carnality 
of man stands in the way of human-
kind achieving the system to solve this 
world’s unbelievably complex problems. 
As Morgenthau stated, the solutions 
that such world bodies seek, “[in] so far 
as they deal with the real problem and 
not merely with some of its symptoms, 
presuppose the existence of an integrated 
international society, which actually does 
not exist” (ibid.).

It’s the system that is at fault. And the 
fault with the system lies in the nature of 
man himself! Human nature! The hope, 
the only hope for mankind, lies, in turn, 
with his potential to have that nature 
changed. That is something that mankind 
does not willingly subscribe to—though 
deeper thinkers, such as Gen. Douglas 
MacArthur, have. Truly, as MacArthur 
stated, that change “must be 
of the spirit, if we are to save 
the flesh!”  � n

For more on this subject,  
request our free booklet  
Human Nature: What Is It?

the greatest timeliness which I now re-
peat: ‘I, bishop of Rome and shepherd of 
the universal church, from Santiago, ut-
ter to you, Europe of the ages, a cry full 
of love: Find yourself again. Be yourself. 
Discover your origins, revive your roots. 
Return to those authentic values which 
made your history a glorious one 
and your presence so beneficent in the 
other continents’” (www.vatican.va).

The last two popes have been con-
tinually repeating that message: Dis-
cover your origins, revive your roots. 

What origins is the pope referring to? 
What roots? Why must they find them-
selves again? He is referring to the histo-
ry of the “Holy” Roman Empire. The real 
origin he discusses is Charlemagne, who 
waded through rivers of blood to make 
Catholic converts. Most people, however, 
know little about his bloody exploits.

Is that the glorious history to which 
the pope refers?

Those roots also include several ex-
tremely bloody crusades against Islam 
in the Middle East. Maybe he was refer-
ring to that glorious history. That recent 
history even includes Benito Mussolini 
and Adolf Hitler.

The EU already has the nuclear bomb. 
Are we about to see a nuclear crusade? 

The pope also said: “Let us ask this 
of God through the intercession of 
Mary most holy, who watches as moth-
er and queen over all the nations as they 
journey on” (ibid.).

What an inflammatory vision that 
is! “Queen over all the nations”—queen 
over not just Europe, but over the Mid-
dle East, America, Russia, China, In-
dia and other nations? Remember, he 
is talking about the bloody history of 
the “Holy” Roman Empire—in Europe 
and in the other continents. No reli-
gious empire has ever spilled more 
blood. And the worst is yet to come!

What an ambition! The kind of am-
bition that causes crusades and bloody 
wars. And so horrendously dangerous 
in this nuclear age. 

These two powerful religions are  
now turning their wrath toward each 
other. Here is what we reported on our 
website on August 1:

“Some pooh-pooh the idea that the 
world is experiencing the beginning 
stages of a religious war. But one fasci-
nating outgrowth of the recent spate of 
terrorist attacks suggests that, in fact, a 
modern crusade is heating up.

“Pope Benedict xvi, in an official 
statement July 8, described the first set 

of attacks in London as ‘anti-human 
and anti-Christian.’ He also called the 
murder by terrorists of Egypt’s envoy 
to Iraq ‘atrocious’ and ‘barbaric.’ A 
telegram from the Vatican to Egypt’s 
ambassador said it went against ‘every 
human and religious sentiment,’ and 
that ‘it can never dent the international 
community’s commitment against vio-
lence and common efforts to eliminate 
its political, social and cultural causes.’

“Essentially, the pope threw down 
the gauntlet to jihadist Islam.

“And, it seems, some of the jihadists 
willingly grabbed on to that gauntlet in 
response.

“A Web statement from a group claim-
ing links to al-Qaeda praised the London 
bombings and directly threatened Rome. 
‘We warn Rome, the capital of infidels, 
that the lions of jihad in Europe are ready 
to launch strong strikes against the col-
laborating government with the crusad-
ers, the Americans, the enemies of God, 
the Prophet and Muslims,’ it said. It was 
issued by a little-known group called Ji-
had in the Arabian Peninsula.

“Last Monday [July 25], a fresh warn-
ing was issued against Rome by another 
group called the Abu Hafs Masri Bri-
gades: ‘After London, it is Rome’s turn.’ 
Run on the Internet, the statement, ad-
dressed directly to Italian Prime Minis-
ter Silvio Berlusconi, said that unless the 
prime minister withdrew Italian troops 
from Iraq, he would be making the choice 
to ‘turn Rome into a graveyard’ in strikes 
worse than those in London. ‘As long as a 
single Italian soldier remains in Iraq, you 
the prime minister can look forward to 
nothing but more and more blood.’

“According to debkafile, ‘One of al-
Qaeda’s prime targets is expected to be 
the Vatican, which the terrorist organi-
zation sees as a world center of heresy.’

“The Trumpet is closely watching for 
friction to increase between the Vati-
can and the more militant organs of Is-
lam. It is not a sideline issue in the war 
against terrorism. The historical and 
biblical proof is plenteous that this tiff 
will flare into the most violent confron-
tation the world has ever witnessed.

“Watch for it.”
This is bad news for the world. But 

it’s leading directly to 
the best news this world 
has ever heard. Our free 
booklet Germany and 
the Holy Roman Empire 
will explain that excit-
ing subject to you.� n
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w o r l d w a t c h
a Su rv ey of Gl oba l Ev en ts a n d C on dit ions to K eep a n Ey e on  

U.S. officials are pre-
paring for a phased, 

large-scale pullout of Iraq by 
summer 2006. According to 
the New York Times, 30,000 
of 138,000 U.S. troops will 
be leaving by next spring, 
“conditions on the ground 
permitted” (August 6). 

On July 10, the Mail, a 
British newspaper, published 
a memo allegedly leaked 
from a British official that 
indicates that of the 176,000 
troops in Iraq, up to 110,000 
would be withdrawn. This is 
good news for the thousands 
of families who have been 
without the fathers, hus-
bands, mothers and wives 
who have selflessly sacrificed 
and put their lives on the 
line for their country. But it 
“provides a glimpse into U.S. 
strategic thinking” (Stratfor, 
July 13) that carries trouble-
some implications.

According to the memo, 
the insurrection has been 
brought under control in 14 
of Iraq’s 18 provinces—ar-
eas that can soon be relin-
quished to Iraqi control. 

This may partly be the 
reason for withdrawing a 
majority of the troops by 
next year. But looking at 
the situation honestly, there 
lurks “a more gloomy real-
ity,” as Stratfor suggests: 

The U.S. simply doesn’t have 
enough troops to maintain 
this level of commitment.

The Times reports, “Senior 
administration and Pentagon 
officials, as well as political 
leaders in both parties, say 
there is mounting anxiety 
over the $5 billion-a-month 
cost of the war, an overtaxed 
military, dismal recruiting 
in the Army and National 
Guard, dwindling public sup-
port for the operation, and a 
steadily growing number of 
casualties …” (op cit.).

 It’s true that both the 
Iraq and Afghanistan cam-
paigns demonstrated the un-
matched strength of the U.S. 
military to invade and con-
quer. The problem is, in the 
post-9/11 world, the occupa-
tion phase of war is as intense 
a military operation as the 
battles themselves. Plus, the 
war on terrorism has virtually 
no end in sight, and the U.S. 
lacks the manpower to extend 
the war to another front.

The U.S. has been occu-
pying two hostile territories 
without increasing the size 
of the Army. In fact, mili-
tary recruitment numbers 
are substantially declining. 
The Army will not meet re-
cruitment goals by the end 
of fiscal year 2005 (ending 
September 30). The Army 

Military Plans Pullout Next Year
Reserve—which comprises 
roughly 40 percent of the 
Army’s troops in Iraq—faces 
even greater shortfalls.

The Army is even losing 
officers. More junior officers 
left the force in 2004 than in 
the previous two years. Thus, 
the promotion rate for officers 
has been accelerated, which 
can compromise the quality 
of the forces: “[M]any officers 
are promoted with less experi-
ence and less-developed lead-
ership skills. In addition, the 
Army is lowering the require-
ments for officer candidates, 
relaxing age restrictions, and 
accepting candidates who 
would normally be rejected 
due to prior convictions for 
drug or alcohol-related of-
fenses” (Stratfor, June 17).

Also compromising the 
strength of the military, is the 
fact that “the Army has made 
it more difficult to kick sol-
diers out for abusing alcohol 
or drugs, being overweight or 
performing unsatisfactorily, 
such as failing to meet physi-
cal fitness standards” (ibid.).

Because of the declining 
recruitment numbers and 

u n i t e d  s t a t e s

Iraq—expected to be the 
most expensive war in 60 

years—will deal a huge blow 
to the U.S. economy and fur-
ther compromise America’s 
military readiness.

In a thorough article in 
the July 17 San Francisco 
Chronicle, James Sterngold 
recorded that the campaigns 
in Iraq and Afghanistan 
have cost American tax-
payers $314 billion, with 
the Congressional Budget 
Office projecting an ad-
ditional $450 billion in 
expenses over the next 10 
years. “That could make 
the combined campaigns, 
especially the war in Iraq, 
the most expensive military 
effort in the last 60 years …. 
The concern is that soaring 

War Draining U.S. Economy

a longer-than-expected oc-
cupation, the Army is being 
overextended. Troops are 
being forced to stay beyond 
their contractually agreed-
upon terms.

This situation appears to 
be affecting soldiers’ families. 
In 2004, the divorce rate for 
officers jumped 3.5 percent 
over 2000—before 9/11. 
Divorce rates among de-
ployed troops increased dra-
matically from the start of the 
Iraq war through 2004—78 
percent among officers and 53 
percent among enlisted per-
sonnel. Might this contribute 
to further weakening of U.S. 
defense forces as men and 
women cope with the emo-
tional wreckage of a divorce 
or even leave the military to 
save their marriages?

Washington truly is in a 
conundrum: It lacks the forces 
to maintain a decent occupa-
tion in a volatile country and 
lacks the military prepared-
ness to handle another war on 
another front. Even its present 
strength is being diluted.

Stratfor added, “[T]he 
administration … assumes 
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costs, given little weight be-
fore now, could play a growing 
role in U.S. strategic decisions 
because of the fiscal impact” 
(emphasis ours throughout).

One think tank in 
Washington estimated that 
the Korean War, in current 
dollars, cost about $430 bil-
lion, and that Vietnam cost 
$600 billion—whereas Iraq 
could exceed $700 billion.

One reason for the as-
tronomical costs is that 
America is essentially taking 
this war on by itself. The 25 
other countries in Iraq make 
up only a small fraction of 
the force, and another 11 
countries have left since the 
campaign started.

Bad financial estimates 
have made matters worse. 
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The Deficit Is Falling!
e c o n o m y

Budget news from 
Washington in mid-July 

sounded good: The U.S. defi-
cit is falling! Compared to 
the last fiscal year—the worst 
deficit on record—this year’s 
deficit through the first cor-
responding nine months is 
indeed $76 billion lower.

Consequently, the project-
ed deficit for the whole fiscal 
year (ending Sept. 30, 2005) 
has been revised to “only” 
$333 billion—not as bad as 
last year’s $412 billion deficit, 
but still the third largest in 
history. It’s not something to 
get very excited about.

The big reason for the 
improvement is that, so far, 
overall tax receipts have 
jumped 15 percent. Corporate 
tax revenue is up 40 percent 
and quarterly payments on 
business earnings and gains 
from sale of investments are 
20 percent higher.

Closer analysis reveals that 
part of the reason for the tax 
revenue spike relates to a one-
time factor—the expiration of 
a tax break that had allowed 

businesses to accelerate 
depreciation expense 
on new equipment. That 
anomaly reduced tax revenue 
last year by $61 billion.

Let’s get some perspec-
tive. The deficit is the an-
nual shortfall between the 
revenue coming in to the 
government (its salary, so to 
speak) and what it spends. 
Last year, it spent roughly 20 
percent more than it took in. 
This year, using tax revenue 
to extrapolate, the govern-
ment might spend roughly 
14 percent more than what 
it hopes to take in. While 
this is better, it’s not exactly 
a paragon of fiscal responsi-
bility. You would think that 
with a 15 percent hike in rev-
enue and unemployment at 
a relatively low 5 percent, we 
could do better than a $333 
billion deficit.

Moreover, the debt is 
the cumulative total of each 
year’s deficits. Though this 
year’s deficit will probably 
not be as bad as last year’s 
all-time record, America’s 

debt is still skyrocketing. So 
don’t be fooled by the hype 
of a shrinking deficit.

Say you earned $40,000 
last year but you spent 20 
percent more than that, 
which would be $48,000. 
Your deficit was $8,000. This 
year, you receive a 15 per-
cent raise so you’re earning 
$46,000. That’s a very good 
increase. However, your 
expenses also shoot up—to 
$52,500. The difference this 
year—or deficit—is “only” 
$6,500; about 14 percent 
more than what you are 
earning. Compared to last 
year’s deficit of $8,000, that 
is an improvement, but you 
still added $6,500 to your 
overall debt.

Imagine telling your 
spouse that after getting a 15 
percent raise in one year, you 
refigured the budget and this 
year you’re going to spend 
“only” 14 percent more than 
you earn. He/she would be 
ecstatic and overcome with 
joy. Yeah, right. 

dreamstime













26:20). Perhaps this war on 
terrorism will have exhaust-
ed American forces by the 
time the real enemy attacks.”

The Bible also speaks of 
terrorism crippling this na-
tion economically (see also 
our free book Ezekiel—The 
End-Time Prophet). This will 
also compromise America’s 
military preparedness.

A dark time is coming in 
U.S. history. But thankfully, 
this time of suffering will 
turn America to God—and 
usher in a time of unparal-
leled joy and peace for all 
nations where no nation 
will need to rely on military 
strength for its security—a 
time when weapons will be 
made obsolete (see Isaiah 
2:1-4 and Micah 4:1-4).

The Congressional Budget 
Office estimated back in 
September 2002 that the war 
would cost $1.5 to $4 billion 
a month. It actually costs $5 
to $8 billion. For the current 
fiscal year, the cost has been 
$5.6 billion per month, ac-
cording to the Pentagon.

Steven Kosiak, director of 
budget studies at the Center 
for Strategic and Budgetary 
Assessments, said: “Two 
years ago, no one expected 
the war would take this long. 
… On a per-troop basis, this 
war has been far more costly 
than expected, almost dou-
ble the estimates” (ibid.).

Sterngold paraphrased 
another military consultant, 
Edward Luttwak: “[T]he U.S. 
military, Luttwak said, is 

the best on Earth at fighting 
conventional wars, but one 
of the worst at policing and 
counterinsurgencies.”

The Iraq war, according 
to Sterngold, “is harming 
U.S. taxpayers by saddling 
them with an enormous 
debt burden, since the war is 
being financed with deficit 
spending.”

The Bible prophesies 
of a military attack 
coming directly upon 
the United States. How 
could this be, we asked 
in a January 2002 arti-
cle, when the U.S. is the 
most militarily superior 
nation in the world?

In that article, we 
foretold that economic 
woes would have a 

direct impact on America’s 
military preparedness: “The 
U.S. has downsized its defense 
program to the point where it 
can no longer fight a war on 
two fronts. The current cam-
paign in Afghanistan may 
look impressive, but prophecy 
indicates that what is left 
of America’s strength will 
be ‘spent in vain’ (Leviticus 

that there will be no threats 
in Eurasia that the United 
States would have to respond 
to until 2007 at the earliest, 
and ideally not before 2008. 
That may be true, but given 
the history of the second 
half of the 20th century, it is 
pushing the odds” (op. cit.).

Speaking of the capability 
to project force into Eurasia, 
Stratfor stated, “At this point, 
that capability simply doesn’t 
exist. The United States can 
sustain operations in Iraq 
and Afghanistan, and maybe 
squeeze out a few brigades 
for operations elsewhere—
but that’s all …. That puts 
the United States in the most 
dangerous position it has 
been in since before World 
War ii” (ibid.).

The morale of America’s 
troops, and its people’s will 
to see a thorny occupation 
through, will continue to 
falter. The snazzy technology 
and highly trained special 
forces—though achieving 
certain temporary success 
for the nation—will ulti-
mately be resources spent 
in vain, as a prophecy in 
Leviticus describes.

pricetag  Iraq operations are cost-
ing billions more than expected.
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w o r l d w a t c h

important 
than expertise 
and a new 
piece of naval 
hardware: a 
prime oppor-
tunity to deep-
en ties with 
Russia. “Sino-Russian cooperation could 
include provisions for Russian technical as-
sistance in restoring the Varyag to some level 
of operational capacity. Helping the Chinese 
refit the Varyag also would represent a way 
that Russia would counter the U.S. geopoliti-
cal offensive in its periphery” (ibid.).

Watch for China to push to acquire 
and construct more military hardware. 
Russia will continue to be China’s primary 
weapons supplier as Moscow seeks greater 
Chinese investment and Beijing remains 
in the hunt for Russian oil and weaponry. 
As China’s military buildup continues and 
the nation develops strong ties with oil-rich 
Russia, watch for Asian nations to rally 
more intensely around Beijing.

Beijing began a new project in April: 
remodeling the never-completed for-

mer Russian aircraft carrier Varyag—dry-
docked in China’s Dailian shipyard.

The ship’s ultimate purpose has not 
been revealed. Regardless of whether the 
refitted carrier will enjoy civilian usage, 
be sold to another nation or added to 
the Chinese Navy, it is evident that “the 
Chinese will gain valuable experience in 
aircraft carrier construction and operation 
from the refit, which will contribute to the 
overall modernization of Beijing’s military” 
(Stratfor, July 13; emphasis ours).

The expertise required to refit and 
reconstruct an aircraft carrier—one of 
mankind’s greatest military develop-
ments—cannot be found at just any port. 
Few nations have aircraft carriers, let alone 
the competence and resources to construct 
one. The technological benefits and experi-
ence China stands to gain from this remod-
eling project cannot be underestimated.

Also, by refitting the Russian-made air-
craft carrier, Beijing gains an asset even more 

China Military Buildup Continues

e c o n o m y

Chinese “Yuan” Up on America

In July, China abandoned 
its peg to the U.S. dollar—

which theoretically should 
help American exports. But 
are American interests actu-
ally in danger?

China has kept its curren-
cy, the yuan, pegged to the 
U.S. dollar for over a decade 
at around 8.28 yuan to the 
dollar. While America’s trade 
deficit has burgeoned and 
the dollar declined, the U.S. 
long asserted that China’s 
fixed-exchange-rate policy 
undermined American man-
ufacturers. 

The theory was that if al-
lowed to float freely in the 
marketplace, the yuan would 
be substantially stronger 
against the dollar, thus mak-
ing China’s exports relatively 
more expensive. In turn, U.S. 
consumers would be less 
likely to buy Chinese prod-
ucts, and U.S. manufacturers 
would be more likely to sell 
their own. Hence, the trade 
deficit would improve. (The 
U.S. trade deficit with China 
is larger than its deficit with 
all of Europe; it is larger than 
its deficit with Canada and 
Mexico combined.)

In a report to Congress 
on May 17, the Treasury 
Department warned China 
“that its currency policies 
were distorting world trade 
and it brandished the threat 
of retaliation against the 
country’s exports [i.e., tar-
iffs] if Chinese leaders did 
not change course in the 

next year” (New York Times, 
May 17). Federal Reserve 
Chairman Alan Greenspan 
had told the Senate Budget 
Committee in April that 
China’s peg was beginning to 
have a detrimental effect on 
the Chinese economy.

On July 21, China aban-
doned its peg to the dollar 
and announced that the new 
rate, initially, would be 8.11 
yuan per dollar—a change of 
only 2.1 percent, well short 
of the significant adjustment 
that Washington was hoping 
for. (Economists estimate 

that the yuan is undervalued 
by anywhere from 10 percent 
to 40 percent). 

However, by abandoning 
its peg to the dollar, China 
allows itself the flexibility of 
further revisions as it deems 
appropriate. And there’s the 
rub. China, like any nation, 
acts primarily in its own self-
interest. The peg was begin-
ning to hurt its economy. 

It has accumulated a 
stash of about $600 billion in 
dollar-denominated securi-
ties—enough to buy every 
major oil company in the 
U.S., if it could. To the extent 
the yuan is allowed to appre-
ciate against the dollar, these 
securities become less valu-
able and China has even less 
incentive to buy more, which 
means it could become more 
difficult for the U.S. to fi-
nance its deficits. Interest 
rates would have to increase 
sufficiently to attract the 
needed funds, and the debt-
laden American consumer 
would be hit very hard.

Paul Craig Roberts, who 
was assistant secretary of 

the Treasury under U.S. 
President Ronald Reagan, 
put it this way: “When 
China’s currency ceases to 
be undervalued, American 
shoppers in Wal-Mart, where 
70 percent of the goods 
on the shelves are made in 
China, will think they are in 
Neiman Marcus. Price in-
creases will cause a dramatic 
reduction in American real 
incomes. If this coincides 
with rising interest rates 
and a setback in the housing 
market, American consum-
ers will experience the hard-
est times since the Great 
Depression” (American 
Conservative, July 4).

Only within the last 20 
years has the U.S. become a 
debtor nation—today, it is 
the world’s largest at that. 
Now China has substan-
tial leverage over the U.S. 
economy. As China moves 
forward, balancing the pros 
and cons of letting the yuan 
appreciate, it will not hesitate 
to act in its own best inter-
ests, regardless of the conse-
quences to the U.S.

CARRIER  Russia’s Varyag
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Half of the United Kingdom is under drought; 
the other half, under water.

Areas in densely populated southern England have had 
eight months of below-average rainfall, the fourth-dri-
est period since 1892, when records began, and the lowest 
recorded since 1976. Water suppliers are imposing restric-
tions on hundreds of thousands of homes—possibly mil-
lions before the summer is out. This is the first summer of 
widespread water-rationing in a decade and could prove to 
be a repeat of the record heat wave of August 2003.

Meanwhile, portions of northwest UK have seen 140 
percent more rainfall than what is normal for the period, 
causing floods, with Scotland having its fifth-wettest win-
ter and spring on record.

The jet stream detoured, said meteorologists. An un-
explainable bloc of high pressure sat in the Atlantic, redi-
recting the stream’s usual route. Clouds dumped rain in 
the north, which exhausted them by the time they reached 
southern England, causing drought there and creating 
the worst drought on record farther south, in Spain and 
Portugal. “Nobody knows why the high pressure devel-
oped in the Atlantic. … [T]hese are all mysteries that me-
teorology cannot answer” (Times Online, June 21).

Mysteries? God states explicitly in the Bible that He 
withholds rain when we sin against Him (Deuteronomy 
28:23; 1 Kings 8:35-36; 2 Chronicles 7:13-14; Isaiah 5:6; 
Jeremiah 5:24-25; Zechariah 14:17—and more). He specifi-
cally states in Amos 4:7-8 that He causes neighboring 
regions to expe-
rience contra-
dictory weather 
patterns, as 
is happening 
in the UK: “I 
caused it to rain 
upon one city, 
and caused it 
not to rain upon 
another city ….”

These curses 
are a warning to 
modern Israel 
to turn to a lov-
ing God.

UK Under the Weather

m i d d l e  e a s t

Russia Reaches Out to Iran
power plants, 
in Iran. It was 
also revealed 
in July that 
Russian de-
fense company 
Rosoboron
export is ne-
gotiating with 
Iran over the 
repair and 
moderniza-
tion of Iranian 
submarines, “a 
$270 million 
deal that could 

revive the bilateral arms 
trade [between Russia and 
Iran] but further irritate the 
United States” (St. Petersburg 
Times, July 5; emphasis ours 
throughout). 

Here is the driving reason 
behind the warming Russian-
Iranian partnership: to defy 
the U.S. and marginalize, 
if not eradicate, American 
influence from the neighbor-
hood of both countries—the 
Middle East, Eastern Europe 
and Central Asia.

Russia and Iran are 
aligned perfectly in their 
views of America. “The ussr 
had a lot of traditional allies. 
Some of them lean toward 
Russia nowadays, demon-
strating coldness and some-
times hostility with regard 
to the United States. Moscow 
takes these countries under 
its wing, becoming a natural 
center of anti-American axis 
…” (Defense and Security, 
June 24). Iran is one of those 
countries.

The fact is, anti-
Americanism is a defin-
ing ideology underlying 
Russian-Iranian relations.

While mutual economic 
benefits and the desire by 
both nations to compete with 
and marginalize American 
power will draw these two 
nations together, there is one 
other critical reason behind 

Russian President 
Vladimir Putin was 

one of the first and the few 
world leaders to congratulate 
Iran’s President Mahmoud 
Ahmadinejad on his June 
election victory. Putin 
wasted little time in inform-
ing Iran’s new leader of his 
desire to strengthen relations 
between the two nations. “I 
am confident that your elec-
tion … will maintain conti-
nuity in the development of 
long-term and multifaceted 
partnership and cooperation 
between our two states,” he 
wrote (Islamic Republic News 
Agency, June 25).

Is there more to Russia’s 
congeniality toward Iran? 
What does Moscow stand to 
gain from this controversial 
relationship?

The Russian news agency 
Novosti identified the eco-
nomic benefits for Moscow: 
“[Russian-Iranian] relations 
have been developing dy-
namically …. Trade volume 
exceeded $2 billion for the 
first time. … There are good 
prospects in cooperation in 
the spheres of oil and gas, 
ordinary energy, transport, 
telecommunications and 
civil aviation” (June 26).

Russia has also expressed 
its interest in the construc-
tion of six more nuclear re-
actors, as well as 20 nuclear 

Moscow’s attempts to woo 
Iran: a united Europe.

Though Europe is pres-
ently laden with political and 
economic troubles, Russia 
is keenly aware that should 
the European Union ever 
free itself of the baggage that 
divides it, it will become a 
most powerful and danger-
ous alliance of nations.

Russia remembers its 
bloody history with a milita-
rized Europe and is eager to 

DRY  A reservoir in southeast England sits 
at 45 percent normal capacity in July.
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counter the Continent’s future 
dominance by building an al-
liance with the leading rival 
nation—Iran. 

For  the same reason, 
Russia is furthering its ties 
with China, Japan and the 
rest of Asia also—for while 
Russia and Iran stand to gain 
much from their mutually 
beneficial relations, time will 
prove that Moscow’s stron-
gest alliance will be with its 
eastern neighbors. 

GESTURE  Russia’s President Putin was quick 
to congratulate his new Iranian counterpart.
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How God 
Preserved the Bible

Do we have the complete Bible? Has God’s Word been preserved  
for us accurately? You can prove that it has. by Dennis Leap

r e l i g i o n

T h e  b o o k  P a r t  F i v e

“And Ezra opened the book in the sight of all the 
people; (for he was above all the people) and when 
he opened it, all the people stood up.”  Nehemiah 8:5

ART



 TODAY







Parts of the Bible are over 
4,000 years old. Has it been 
handed down to us accurately? 
Do we have the complete Bible? 

How do we know? Can our modern so-
phistication allow us to believe that God 
preserved His own words as a great gift 
for all mankind? 

Let’s look at how God preserved the 
Bible for us today. Having the Bible in-
tact is a miracle far beyond any marvel-
ous invention of current technology.

God saw to the preser-
vation of the Bible through 
a process called canoniza-
tion. Our English word 
canonization comes from 
the Greek word kanon, 
which means a straight 
edge or ruler. The books of 
the Bible that we use today 
have been canonized. This 
means that after a rigor-
ous review, it has been de-
termined that these books 
are Holy Scripture, or the 
inspired Word of God. This 
could not have been done 
without the use of explicit 
rules and standards. Un-
fortunately, we have lost 
the records of the specific 
standards. Yet, we can 
safely figure out at least 
four major rules that were 
used to canonize a book of 
the Bible as Scripture.

The Rules of Canonization
The first rule considers di-
vine inspiration of a book. 
The Bible records that God 
specifically directed that 
certain books be written. 

The clearest examples 
of this rule come from 
Moses and the other 

prophets: “And the Lord said unto Mo-
ses, Write this for a memorial in a book, 
and rehearse it in the ears of Joshua” 
(Exodus 17:14). “And the Lord said unto 
Moses, Write thou these words: for 
after the tenor of these words I have 
made a covenant with thee and with 
Israel” (Exodus 34:27). “Now therefore 
write ye this song for you, and teach 
it the children of Israel: put it in their 
mouths, that this song may be a witness 
for me against the children of Israel” 

(Deuteronomy 31:19). God commanded 
Isaiah to write down the prophecies 
given to him. Study Isaiah 30:8. This 
verse proves that God intended Isaiah 
to be read and understood far into the 
future. God also commanded Jeremiah 
to write down his message into a book 
(Jeremiah 30:1-2; 36:1-3). The verses in 
Jeremiah 36 also show that God has a 
message for all nations today.

The second rule looks into internal 
evidence within a book. Some books as-

sert that they themselves or 
other books are Scripture. 
The book of Joshua confirms 
the first five books of the law 
are Scripture in Joshua 1:8. 
The book of Judges, written 
by the Prophet Samuel, also 
confirms Moses’s books as 
Scripture in Judges 3:1-4. 
Daniel confirmed that Mo-
ses’s and Jeremiah’s books 
were Scripture (Daniel 9:2, 
11, 13). Peter confirmed that 
Paul’s writings were Scrip-
ture (2 Peter 3:16).

The third rule takes into 
account public action or 
recognition of the canon-
ization of a book. In Israel 
and Judah, the priests pub-
licly read and instructed out 
of the Bible. It was Moses 
who began the tradition. 
He commanded the Levites 
to read the Scriptures to the 
people. “And Moses wrote 
this law, and delivered it 
unto the priests the sons of 
Levi, which bare the ark of 
the covenant of the Lord, 
and unto all the elders of Is-
rael. And Moses command-
ed them, saying, At the end 
of every seven years, in the 
solemnity of the year of re-
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Many men have given their 
lives to preserve the Bible. 
No other books from antiq-
uity have been so guarded.

lease, in the feast of tabernacles, when 
all Israel is come to appear before the 
Lord thy God in the place which he shall 
choose, thou shalt read this law before all 
Israel in their hearing. Gather the people 
together, men, and women, and chil-
dren, and thy stranger that is within thy 
gates, that they may hear, and that they 
may learn, and fear the Lord your God, 
and observe to do all the words of this 
law” (Deuteronomy 31:9-12). This public 
reading certified the books as Scripture.

Centuries after Moses, Ezra continued 
this same tradition by dutifully reading 
the books of the law at the Feast of Trum-
pets. “And Ezra opened the book in the 
sight of all the people; (for he was above 
all the people) and when he opened it, 
all the people stood up” (Nehemiah 8:5). 
The public reading of the Scriptures has 
been a tradition for millennia. Certainly, 
it was the case in Christ’s day. In fact, He 
personally participated in the custom. 
“And he came to Nazareth, where he had 
been brought up: and, as his custom was, 
he went into the synagogue on the Sab-
bath day, and stood up for to read” (Luke 
4:16). You should also study scriptures 
such as Acts 13:15 and Acts 15:21. The Jews 
were passionate for their traditions. Paul 
and the other apostles carried on such 
customs into the true Church of God. 
The point here is that the people knew 
the Scriptures so well that it would have 
been nearly impossible to read a non-
canonized book in a public service.

The fourth rule demands consis-
tency and accuracy in doctrine within 
the books. The one truly amazing fact 
about the Bible is there is not one incon-
sistency or conflict in doctrine. There is 
one homogeneous doctrinal thread that 
runs throughout the Bible from Gen-
esis through Revelation. This fact alone 
demonstrates that one divine mind or-
chestrated the writing of the Bible. 

Started With Moses
Canonization began with Moses and 
ended with the Apostle John. Others 
have also played a significant role in 
canonizing the Scriptures. It is accepted 
that several of the prophets collected 
and compiled portions of the Old Tes-
tament. Jewish traditions tell us Samuel 
assembled the book of Judges. It is evi-
dent Samuel added to the book of Deu-
teronomy: 1 Samuel 10:25 shows that God 
directed Samuel to write into a book the 
laws concerning the establishment of 
the monarchy; what we have left of that 

book is found in Deuteronomy 17:14-20. 
It is also believed that Isaiah and Jeremi-
ah most likely compiled 1 and 2 Kings. 
Sections from Isaiah and Jeremiah are 
repeated verbatim in Kings.  

The men most responsible for the 
canonization of what we know as the 
Old Testament today were Ezra, Nehe-
miah and the body of priests and elders 
known as the Great Assembly. This great 
assembly consisted of 120 men of whom 
Ezra was the chief. Among its members 
are said to have been Daniel and his 
three friends, Shadrach, Meshach and 
Abednego. They pulled together all of 
God’s revelation to that point into one 
complete book. At that time, the Old 
Testament was preserved on 22 scrolls. 

When the King James Old Testament 
was established, it was separated into 39 
books and reorganized into three basic 
classifications of law, history and poetry. 
This was not a correct structuring of the 
true text. Essentially, translators chopped 
up the Bible, introducing confusion. 

Originally, the three divisions into 
which these scrolls were put were the 
Law, the Prophets and the Psalms, or 
Writings. These three divisions of the 
Old Testament are known as the tripar-
tite. Jesus Christ confirmed that the Old 
Testament was complete in these three 
divisions. Just after His resurrection He 
told the disciples, “These are the words 
which I spake unto you, while I was yet 
with you, that all things must be fulfilled, 
which were written in the law of Moses, 
and in the prophets, and in the psalms, 
concerning me” (Luke 24:44). 

Isaiah prophesied that the true 
Church of God would be used to com-
plete the canon of God’s revelation to all 
mankind. He wrote: “Bind up the testi-
mony, seal the law among my disciples” 
(Isaiah 8:16). The apostles Peter and Paul 
had a part in finalizing the New Testa-
ment. We know that Paul worked to 
protect a set of parchments. “The cloak 
that I left at Troas with Carpus, when 
thou comest, bring with thee, and the 
books, but especially the parchments” 
(2 Timothy 4:13). The parchments were 
obviously the originals of Paul’s letters 
that we have today. It was Peter that 

certified Paul’s epistles as Scripture. He 
wrote this about Paul’s letters: “As also 
in all his epistles, speaking in them of 
these things; in which are some things 
hard to be understood, which they that 
are unlearned and unstable wrest, as 
they do also the other scriptures, unto 
their own destruction” (2 Peter 3:16).

It was up to the Apostle John to com-
plete the canonization of the Bible by fi-
nalizing the New Testament. His Gospel, 
letters and the book of Revelation were 
the last and final books to be added to 
the Bible. John states this at the very end 
of his Gospel: “And there are also many 
other things which Jesus did, the which, 
if they should be written every one, I sup-
pose that even the world itself could not 

contain the books that should be 
written. Amen” (John 21:25). John 
was very aware of the Gospel ac-
counts of Matthew, Mark and 
Luke. Jesus Christ inspired John 
to write his Gospel in a unique 
way that gives more depth about 

Jesus Christ’s message brought from God 
the Father. Then at the end of his Gos-
pel, John states definitively that there 
would be no other Gospels in the canon. 
He adds the word Amen to add a ring of 
finality to that section of the Bible. He 
makes a similar statement at the end of 
Revelation. He writes, “For I testify unto 
every man that heareth the words of the 
prophecy of this book, If any man shall 
add unto these things, God shall add 
unto him the plagues that are written 
in this book: And if any man shall take 
away from the words of the book of this 
prophecy, God shall take away his part 
out of the book of life, and out of the holy 
city, and from the things which are writ-
ten in this book” (Revelation 22:18-19). 

God the Father and Jesus Christ used 
John to write the Bible’s most compre-
hensive prophetic book—Revelation. 
This book coordinates the timing of all 
Bible prophecy. Here it is clear that John 
knew that this book completed God’s 
revelation to mankind. He warned that 
no man was to add to or take away from 
the prophecy in Revelation: Anyone who 
did would be cursed. John’s statements 
show that we have the complete Bible. 

The New Testament has 27 books, or-
ganized into four sections: the Gospels, 
Acts, the Epistles and Revelation.

How the Bible Was Preserved
The history of how the Bible has been 
preserved is truly miraculous and in-
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commanded the Levites, which bare the 
ark of the covenant of the Lord, saying, 
Take this book of the law, and put it in 
the side of the ark of the covenant of 
the Lord your God, that it may be there 
for a witness against thee” (Deuteron-
omy 31:24-26). Moses commanded the 
Levites to keep the books he had com-
pleted under God’s inspiration right 
with the ark of the covenant. The ark 
was the national symbol of the nation’s 
covenant with God. On the lid of the ark 
was the mercy seat, a representation of 
God’s throne. Keeping the Scriptures 
with the ark demonstrated to the people 
that the books were the very Word of 
God and should be closely guarded, re-
spected and—even more—obeyed! 

Yet, in general, it was the Jewish peo-
ple who were especially commissioned 
by God to protect the Bible. Notice what 
Paul states: “What advantage then hath 
the Jew? Or what profit is there of cir-
cumcision? Much every way: chiefly, 
because that unto them were committed 
the oracles of God” (Romans 3:1-2). God 
knew that false prophets, teachers and 
even writers would come along and claim 
to be prophesying, teaching or writing 
for God (Jeremiah 23:32). So God had to 
inspire His people to preserve what had 
been given. The Jews have done their 
job well. A detailed and closely guarded 
system of copying was developed to pre-
serve the texts as originally written. 

Professionals known as scribes were 
highly trained at writing new copies of 
the text as the rolls wore out from use. It 
was the job of the scribes to preserve the 
Word of God from generation to gen-
eration. The Pharisees were responsible 
for the oral reading of the Scriptures in 
public services. Jesus Christ recognized 
that the scribes had authority over the 
Scriptures (Matthew 23:2-3). He also 
promised that what had been written 
would continue to be preserved until 
His Second Coming (Matthew 5:18).

The Neglected Scrolls
Unknowingly, King Josiah of Judah 
played a significant role in the preserva-
tion of the Old Testament. His grandfa-
ther Manasseh was the most evil king 
in Judah. He promoted idol worship far 
worse than any one of the evil kings in 
Israel—even Ahab. Manasseh turned the 
people completely away from God and 
God’s Word. Josiah set about to make 
major reforms in the land. He eliminated 
idolatry from Jerusalem and Judah. Yet 

it was not until the 18th year of his reign 
that the book of the law was found in 
the temple (2 Kings 22:8-13). Hilkiah the 
high priest found the Scriptures during 
the renovation of the temple. The faith-
ful priest presented and read the books 
to the king. Josiah was thunderstruck by 
what he heard. He knew that to spare the 
nation any more trouble, a great educa-
tion program had to be instituted. The 
Word of God had to be taught to every 
man, woman and child in the nation.

Notice what Clarke’s Commentary 
has to say about Josiah: “And if the king 
and the high priest, who were both men 
of eminent piety, were without this part 
of the Holy Scripture, it can scarcely be 
thought that anyone else then had it. 
But so religious a prince as King Josiah 
could not leave this long unremedied. By 
his orders copies were written out from 
this original; and search being made for 
all the other parts of Holy Scripture … 
and thenceforth copies of the whole be-
came multiplied among the people; all 
those who were desirous of knowing the 
laws of their God, either writing them 
out themselves, or procuring others to 
do it for them; … [the sacred writings] 
were got into private hands, who car-
ried them with them into captivity. That 
Daniel had a copy with him in Babylon 
is certain, for he quotes the law, and also 
makes mention of the prophecies of the 
Prophet Jeremiah, which he could not 
do had he never seen them.”

The Babylonian captivity had not 
only destroyed the nation of Judah and 
the city of Jerusalem with the holy tem-
ple, it also wiped out the central deposi-
tory of God’s revelation. By the decree of 
the Persian King Cyrus,  Zerubbabel and 
a contingent of Jews returned to Jerusa-
lem and rebuilt the temple (2 Chronicles 
36:22-23; Ezra 1:1-2). Yet, after Zerubba-
bel’s death, the Jews began degenerating 
in their zeal for God’s way of life. Even the 
temple began to fall into disrepair. Ezra 
was well trained in God’s law. He desired 
to revive God’s way of life in Jerusalem. 
God directed Ezra to do just that. In fact, 
we have Ezra most to thank for the pres-
ervation of our Old Testament. “This 
Ezra went up from Babylon; and he was 
a ready scribe in the law of Moses, which 
the Lord God of Israel had given: and 
the king granted him all his request, ac-
cording to the hand of the Lord his God 
upon him. … For Ezra had prepared his 
heart to seek the law of the Lord, and to 
do it, and to teach in Israel statutes and 
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Properly organized, the Bible divides 
into seven divisions, with 49 books.

spiring. Many painstaking hours have 
been employed to ensure that the Scrip-
tures have been preserved accurately. 
Many men have given their lives to pre-
serve the Bible. No other books from 
antiquity have been so guarded.

From the Bible’s very beginning, 
God saw to its protection. Although we 
don’t know much about the most an-
cient times, Jewish tradition tells us that 
Noah preserved and protected the gene-
alogical records given to us in Genesis 
5. The first formal record of the charge 
to protect the Bible doesn’t appear un-
til the time of Moses. He charged the 
Levites with the task: “And it came to 
pass, when Moses had made an end of 
writing the words of this law in a book, 
until they were finished, that Moses 
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Professionals known as 
scribes were highly trained 
at writing new copies of the 
text as the rolls wore out.

judgments” (Ezra 7:6, 10). Ezra returned 
to Jerusalem, beautified the temple and 
established the proper order of worship. 
Nehemiah, as governor, fully supported 
his reforms. Because Josiah had made 
sure that multiple copies of the Scrip-
ture scrolls existed, Ezra collected all the 
scattered rolls that could be found and, 
inspired by the Holy Spirit, worked with 
the Great Assembly in putting the books 
into a proper order. 

Ezra took on a very important respon-
sibility to make sure we had the properly 
inspired canon of the Scriptures. He got 
“together as many copies of the sacred 
writings as he could, and out of them all 
to set forth a correct edition … he took 
care of the following particulars: First, 
he corrected all the errors that had crept 
into these copies …. Secondly, he … dis-
posed them in their proper order; and 
settled the canon of Scripture for his 
time” (Clarke’s Commentary). Ezra the 
priest placed the authorized scrolls in 
the temple. The priests were again put 
in charge of the scrolls. 

These standard copies remained in-
tact until the buildings were destroyed 
by Titus in a.d. 70. All the synagogues 
in the first century maintained the 
same canon of Scripture. All scrolls 
agreed with the divine canon deposited 
in the temple archives. 

It is now the responsibility of the true 
Church of God to protect the Scriptures 
as handed down to us, just as it was of 
the Old Testament “church in the wilder-
ness” (Acts 7:38).

A Complete Bible
The Old Testament canon, with its vari-
ous books and divisions, was the model 
used for the canonization of the New 
Testament. God always used men to 
canonize various books.  

When the Jews in the New Testa-
ment refused the message of Christ, 
God raised up the apostles to go into 
the Greek world to have His New Testa-
ment Scriptures preserved for us. Real-
ize that the Old Testament was written 
basically in Hebrew with some Arama-
ic, while the New Testament was writ-
ten in Greek. The Greeks, not the Jews, 
were given the New Testament to pre-
serve. However, God used the apostles 
to make the decision as to which books 
the Greek world would preserve.

When the New Testament is placed 
side by side with the Old Testament, the 
Bible is complete with seven divisions: 

the Law, Prophets, Psalms, Gospels, 
Acts, Epistles and Revelation. Seven is 
the number of completion throughout 
the Bible. The number seven has made 
its mark in the canonization of both the 
Old and New Testaments. Here is how.

The complete Old Testament is ac-
tually comprised of 22 scrolls (books), 
categorized under three divisions. 

The Law included five books—Gen-
esis through Deuteronomy. 

The Prophets were organized in a spe-
cial way. The books of Joshua through 
2 Kings, excluding Ruth, are known as 
former prophets and were written on 
two scrolls. Joshua and Judges shared 
one scroll. 1 and 2 Samuel and 1 and  
2 Kings shared one scroll. The 12 minor 
prophets were also written on one scroll. 
Adding in Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel and 
Daniel there are a total of seven books. 

The Writings total 10 books. The 
books included are Psalms, Proverbs, 
Job, Song of Songs, Ruth, Lamentations, 
Ecclesiastes, Esther, Ezra/Nehemiah (one 
book) and 1 and 2 Chronicles (one book). 

Together with the 27 books of the New 
Testament, there are actually 49 books of 
the Bible. The number 49 is a significant 
number that carries divine meaning. This 
number is seven times seven, showing 
absolute completion. The seven divisions 
of the Bible and the number of books is 
no accident. They are clearly there by de-
sign to show that the revelation of God is 
complete with 49 books.

Apocrypha Not Canonized
The 14 books of the Apocrypha have 
not been canonized. These books 
should not be considered Scripture. 
Controversy about these books raged 
for centuries before they were accepted 
as a part of the Roman Catholic Bible. 
Following the example of Rome, many 
Protestant sects include the Apocrypha 
in their Bibles. One article about the 
Bible states: “The addition of Apocry-
phal books to the Old Testament did 
not begin until about a.d. 80. Numer-
ous spurious books were gradually in-
troduced into the inspired canon. No 
two copies of the earliest Catholic Bibles 
agree as to which Apocryphal books 

were to be added. It was not until a.d. 
397, at the council of Carthage, that 
Augustine, the Canaanite bishop from 
Hippo in North Africa, led the council 
of Carthage to generally approve seven 
Apocryphal books. As late as a.d. 363 
at the Council of Laodicea, the Greek 
Church rejected the Apocryphal books 
as a whole. And the Roman Catholic 

scholar Jerome, who translat-
ed the Latin Vulgate version, 
rejected the Apocrypha and 
made his translation from the 
Hebrew Old Testament directly. 
It was not until the Council of 
Trent that the Apocrypha were 

declared equal to the books of the Bible. 
At the Council of Trent on April 8, 1546, 
those who rejected the Apocrypha were 
declared to be ‘anathema of Christ’!” 
(Herman L. Hoeh, “Do We Have the 
Complete Bible?,” 1974). 

Recognize that these books are in-
consistent with Bible doctrine. Jesus 
Christ and the apostles never quoted 
from them. The addition of these books 
to the Bible was based on the authority 
of men—not of God.

Other ancient books referred to in 
the Bible are “source documents,” such 
as the book of Jasher (2 Samuel 1:18), as 
we wrote in last month’s Trumpet (“The 
Critics Vs. Moses”). Bible writers oc-
casionally cited sources, as we cite the 
sources of our research in our literature 
(whether secular or Scripture). This 
does not mean that these sources should 
have been canonized. Even Paul quoted 
poets and philosophers in his letters, not 
intending that these be counted as the 
Word of God (Acts 17:28; Titus 1:12-13). 

The Bible is truly one of the most 
valuable things a human being can 
possess. It is a living miracle that will 
greatly enrich your life. Although the 
Bible may have several translation defi-
ciencies, it is not a flawed book. Not one 
book of the Bible has been lost. Not one 
book is missing. The books of the Bible 
are correct as you find them in the King 
James Version. Paul taught Timothy, 
“All scripture is given by inspiration 
of God, and is profitable for doctrine, 
for reproof, for correction, for instruc-
tion in righteousness: That the man of 
God may be perfect, thoroughly fur-
nished unto all good works” (2 Timothy 
3:16). The Bible is the only true spiritual 
guide on Earth. Every man, woman and 
child needs the information contained 
within its pages.� n
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Can People of All Religions Be Saved?
Accept Christ or burn. 

That’s what a lot of profess-
ing Christians believe. So you 
can imagine the response we 

received last month when Gerald Flurry 
wrote, “We believe God is going to save 
Christians, Muslims, Buddhists, Hindus, 
Catholics, Protestants and Jews—all reli-
gious people. But God is going to do it His 
way and according to His time frame.” 
One reader wrote, “My Bible says that 
when we die our chance of salvation dies 
with us …. If you die without Jesus Christ 
as your Savior, you are lost forever.”

In simplest terms, this reader believes 
there are two classes of people: the saved 
and the lost. If this is true, the number 
of those lost is staggering. Literally bil-
lions of people have never even heard 
the name Jesus Christ. Did God simply 
not get to those people before plunging 
them into the fire?

Many others—again, probably bil-
lions—have heard of Christ but still not 
accepted Him as their personal Savior. 

What about all the people born before 
Jesus Christ’s human ministry and sacri-
fice? And what about the Jewish people—
part of God’s chosen nation, Israel—who 
rejected Christ as the Messiah? 

Have most of humanity really lost 
their only chance at salvation? And is 
that what God wanted?

Let’s look at God’s plan of salvation—
one that offers hope to all mankind.

The Will of God
We don’t have to guess what God’s will is 
on this topic; the Bible tells us: “For this is 
good and acceptable in the sight of God 
our Saviour; who will have all men to be 
saved, and to come unto the knowledge 
of the truth” (1 Timothy 2:3-4). There it 
is: God wants to save everybody. Is God 

the all-powerful Being who “doth accord-
ing to his will in the army of heaven, and 
among the inhabitants of the earth; and 
none can stay his hand …” (Daniel 4:35). If 
He isn’t, then the Bible offers us no hope—
even if we have accepted Jesus Christ.

Will we believe the all-powerful Cre-
ator when He says it is His will to save 
everybody?

How sad it is that some believe God 
has not only failed to save most of man-
kind, but also that He never gave so 
many even the opportunity to be saved. 

The Bible shows us clearly that every-
one will have a chance—one chance. But 
not everyone has had that chance yet. 

Let’s see scriptural proof of that.
Have you ever wondered why Christ 

spoke in parables? The disciples asked 
Christ this exact question, and this was 
His answer: “Because it is given unto you 
to know the mysteries of the kingdom 
of heaven, but to them it is not given” 
(Matthew 13:11). These people actually 
saw Jesus Christ speak in person. They 
heard His words, but Christ deliberately 
obscured the true meaning from them.

So what was Christ doing? Didn’t He 
come to preach the gospel and convert 
all nations? Definitely not! Christ said 
the gospel is a witness to all nations: 
“And this gospel of the kingdom shall be 
preached in all the world for a witness unto 
all nations; and then shall the end come” 
(Matthew 24:14). Jesus Christ preached 
that gospel to relatively few in His human 
lifetime. All nations would hear the gos-
pel message—but not until the end time. 
And even then, it was to be a witness to 
the nations, not a converting power that 
would cause God’s way of life to spread all 
over the Earth. That will eventually hap-
pen too—but not yet, as we’ll see. 

Rather, Jesus Christ told us that few 

follow God’s way to life (Matthew 7:14). 
The Apostle Paul added that the weak and 
base are called to confound the mighty  
(1 Corinthians 1:26-27). Surely God doesn’t 
discriminate against the mighty in His 
eternal plan. But if only the few find the 
way to life, then the many are not saved, 
and this would contradict what is record-
ed in 2 Peter 3:9, which says that God is 
“not willing that any should perish, but 
that all should come to repentance.”

The truth is, God’s purpose is not to 
save humanity—today. If it were, surely 
more people would be following and 
obeying Him today. There is a time or-
der in God’s purpose for mankind. The 
reality is, most don’t even know what 
the purpose of man is or what it actually 
means to be saved!

A Plan of Salvation
We can begin to see God’s plan of salva-
tion by looking at the nation of ancient 
Israel. Israel was God’s own chosen peo-
ple who received His law and whom He 
brought out of slavery. He had a special 
plan for Abraham’s descendants.

Today, however, the nations compris-
ing Israel are blind to Jesus Christ and 
have not accepted Him. Romans 11:8 
tells us why: God has blinded them! He 
gave them “the spirit of slumber, eyes 
that they should not see, and ears that 
they should not hear ….” 

But verse 26 tells us that “all Israel 
shall be saved” and that the Deliverer 
(Jesus Christ) will come out of Zion and 
turn away all ungodliness from Jacob. 
This is talking about the return of Jesus 
Christ! Clearly that hasn’t happened yet, 
and Israel has not yet been saved, but 
your Bible says unequivocally that it will 
be. The hope for the nations of Israel is 
sure—though still in the future. 

““God is going to save Christians, Muslims, 
Buddhists, Hindus, Catholics, Protestants and 

Jews—all religious people. But God is going to do it 
His way and according to His time frame.”

Is that true?

32 The Philadelphia Trumpet  september-october 2005

r e l i g i o n



Can People of All Religions Be Saved?
Numerous scriptures show that God’s 

purpose for man includes a resurrec-
tion of the dead. Read Ezekiel 37:1-14 to 
read about the resurrection of the whole 
house of Israel. (For more information 
on what modern nations this comprises, 
please request our free book The United 
States and Britain in Prophecy.) If these 
people already had their chance at eter-
nal life, why resurrect them, cleanse 
them, put David over them as king, and 
expect them to walk in His statutes and 
judgments? (verses 23-24). God is go-
ing to pour out His Holy Spirit on these 
people and teach them His way. He will 
write His laws on their hearts and in 
their minds (Hebrews 8:10). 

This opportunity isn’t exclusive to Is-
rael. Joel 2:28 tells us God will pour out 
His spirit on all flesh—Gentiles and Jews 
alike. Everyone will have the opportunity 
to be saved. Isaiah 2:2 tells us that all na-
tions—everybody—will go to the moun-
tain of the Lord in the last days. More than 
that, His way of life will be opened up to 
them: “And many people shall go and say, 
Come ye, and let us go up to the mountain 
of the Lord, to the house of the God of Ja-
cob; and he will teach us of his ways, and 
we will walk in his paths: for out of Zion 
shall go forth the law, and the word of the 
Lord from Jerusalem” (verse 3). 

Have these scriptures been fulfilled 
yet? No, but they will be—and sooner 
than you might think. 

Why Not Call Everyone Today? 
So having seen God’s wonderful, amazing 
plan to save everyone, one has to ask: Why 
not do it right now? What is God’s pur-
pose in waiting thousands of years to offer 
a chance for salvation to most of human-
ity? Why call only some now? 

In his booklet Predestination—Does 

the Bible Teach It?, Herbert Armstrong 
answered these questions. “That great 
purpose [of calling some today] is to be 
trained to rule with Christ, and to teach, 
under Him, when He comes in His King-
dom—when all Israel shall be saved. 
We are being trained, prepared, fitted, 
through trial and test, through hardship, 
through persecution, through tribulation, 
with continual Bible study and prayer, 
growing in grace and in knowledge, to be 
able, then, to fill the high office of a king 
or a priest—to rule in the civil sense, or to 
preach God’s truth when the time comes 

that all may be privileged to understand, 
and to be called. What a glorious mission 
is the true Christian life!”

Today, in preparation for the educa-
tion of all of these people, God is teach-
ing the few who have been called to fol-
low Christ. When the time does come for 
all mankind to have His Spirit poured 
upon them, He wants the conditions to 
be absolutely perfect; when they will have 
the best chance of success possible—far 
greater than they would have today! Then, 
Satan the devil will be put away, and ev-
eryone will see how much they need God. 
After a lifetime in societies run by evil 
men, people will be ready to turn to God. 
Mankind as a whole will be ready to learn 
about not just a religion, but a way of life. 
Those today who overcome Satan, society 
and themselves, and who follow Christ, 
will be ready to help Him teach it.

This plan offers tremendous hope to 
everyone! After all, who hasn’t wondered 
about the ultimate fate of a loved one who 

has died? Make no mistake: This won’t be 
a second chance for them. It will be the 
first chance they have had to really come 
to know Jesus Christ and God the Father. 
Even though they were not saved in their 
lifetime, they are certainly not “lost.” 
These people, resurrected to physical life, 
will have a choice to make: to follow God’s 
way of life or to continue to live a lifestyle 
that everyone on Earth has seen fail abys-
mally. People of every religion, every type 
of sinner, every type of person who ever 
lived will be given the chance to learn 
God’s way of life then. 

If you are one of those chosen today 
who remains faithful, you will have the 
opportunity to help save them! 

A Day of Salvation For Everyone
Yes, God is going to save Muslims, Bud-
dhists, Hindus, Catholics, Protestants—
people of every religion—and those of no 
religion. But He won’t save them as Mus-
lims, Buddhists, Hindus, Catholics and 
Protestants. After all, “there is none oth-
er name under heaven given among men 
[than Jesus Christ], whereby we must be 
saved” (Acts 4:12). When God sets His 
hand to save them, they won’t have just 
a “religion” anymore. They will have a 
way of life—God’s way. The world isn’t 
going to remain religiously divided. The 
Bible tells us there is one body, one spirit, 
one hope, and one faith. When all man-
kind receives their chance, everyone will 
be a part of that body, a part of God’s life-
style, and practitioners of the only way of 
life that truly works. � n

by Mark Jenkins

The Bible shows us clearly that everyone 
will have a chance—one chance. But not everyone 

who ever lived has had that chance yet.
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Same-Sex Unions 
Recognized

Five years ago, same-sex marriage 
was illegal in every Western country. In 

2001, the Netherlands started the ball roll-
ing with the first laws approving same-sex 
marriage. Since that time, the debate has 
raged around the world.

The last week in June, just four years af-
ter the Dutch took that first step, Spain and 
Canada seemingly raced to the finish line 
to see which country could legalize homo-

m a r r i a g e

sexual marriage first. Many other Western 
nations have laws providing some sort of 
legal recognition to same-sex couples.

July 4, the United Church of Christ 
became the first mainstream Christian 
denomination to support same-sex mar-
riage with a resolution that offered “equal 
marriage rights for couples regardless of 
gender.” Now we can watch as the endorse-
ment of same-sex marriage spreads to 
other religious groups, just as it has to gov-
ernments around the world.

The question this raises is fundamental: 
What is marriage? Is it something that can 
be defined by the state? Is it something that 
a religion defines?

Even more fundamental: What defines a 
family? Why male and female at all?

Most have already made up their own 
mind as to what they think on this issue. 
On both sides of the marriage debate, you 
find name calling, argument based on 
emotion, and a general lack of input from 
the Bible as the authority.

For a godly view of the same-sex mar-
riage debate, please read our September-
October 2003 article “War Over Marriage” 
or request Herbert W. Armstrong’s master-
ful work on the subject, Why Marriage! 
Soon Obsolete?
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Ten Commandments Ruling 
Reveals Supreme Flaw

On June 27, the United 
States Supreme Court 

issued two hairsplit-
ting decisions: 1) a Ten 
Commandments monu-
ment outside the Texan 
state capitol does not vio-
late the Constitution, and 
2) the display of the Ten 
Commandments in several 
court houses in Kentucky, 
surrounded by historical 
symbols and documents, is 
unconstitutional.

These recent decisions 
concerning the display of the 
Ten Commandments on pub-
lic property reveal something 
critical about contemporary 
lawmaking.

The U.S. legal system 
is anything but simple. 
Americans live in a society 
where federal statutes and 
formal rules now total about 
100 million words, where fed-
eral tax laws take up 36,000 
pages, and where agencies like 
the Occupational Safety and 
Health Administration have 
conceived 140 separate regu-
lations about wooden ladders.

Laws are increasingly writ-
ten and rewritten to be more 
exact, more certain, more 
air-tight. So, when it comes 
to interpreting law written 
years ago—like the “vague” 

l a w

First Amendment to the U.S. 
Constitution—the hairsplit-
ting reaches new heights.

The government cannot 
make a law “respecting the 
establishment of religion,” 
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the Bill of Rights says. 
But what does that 
mean? 

As commentator 
George Will pointed 
out, this amendment 
“was drafted by the 
First Congress—after 
it had hired a chaplain” 
(Washington Post, June 
28). 

Even Thomas 
Jefferson, who coined 
the “wall of separation” 
phrase concerning 
church-state affairs, 
“allowed the War Office 

and Treasury to be used 
for religious services that 
were open to the public. The 
Supreme Court chamber was 
also used for services” (ibid.). 

On July 4, 1801, a 
minister took up an of-
fering in the House of 
Representatives to support 
services at a nearby hotel.

“The generation that 
wrote and ratified the First 

supreme law  Stone tablets depicting the Ten Commandments are 
displayed outside the U.S. Supreme Court after religious group’s vigil 
the night before the court’s double decision.

Amendment obviously 
thought that none of these 
practices … violated the 
establishment clause,” said 
Mr. Will.

But now we live in a time 
where the interpretation of 
the law has become so com-
plex as to give one a headache. 
The Supreme Court’s June 27 
decision to allow a monument 
of the Ten Commandments to 
remain on one piece of public 
property but not another is 
just the latest display of man’s 
ineptitude in writing, follow-
ing and judging law.

This should deepen 
our appreciation for God’s 
perfect, immutable law—
summed up, ironically, in 
those 10 simple command-
ments. 

For more on the Ten 
Commandments, please 
see our article series on 
theTrumpet.com, from the 
February 2004 through 
February 2005 issues.
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One Third of Studies Dodgy

Drugs make life better—or so the television 
says. Americans are barraged daily with commer-

cials telling us that relief (accompanied by unpleasant 
side effects) is only a pill away.

But some of that assurance was undercut recently by 
research showing that one third of medical study results 
don’t hold water.

In a review of major studies from 1990 to 2003 pub-
lished in the July 13 Journal of the American Medical 
Association, nearly one third of the original results 
were later found to be seriously f lawed. In one case, 
“Hormone pills were once thought to protect meno-
pausal women from heart disease but later were shown 
to do the opposite” (Associated Press, July 13). Another 
study found that nitric oxide does not actually improve 
survival in patients with respiratory failure, contrary to 
previous claims.

According to Dr. 
John Ioannidis, who 
authored this study, 
“Contradicted and 
potentially exagger-
ated findings are not 
uncommon in the 
most visible and most 
influential original 
clinical research.”

But even when 
the studies are 100 
percent correct, drugs 
still don’t deal with 
the root causes of ill-
ness. To learn more 
about those causes, 
we invite you to read 
our November 2003 
article “Will Pills Solve Our Ills?” on theTrumpet.com.

To contribute possible items 
for this column, send them to 
societywatch, P.O. Box 1099, 
Edmond, OK 73083, or e-mail 
societywatch@theTrumpet.com. 
If you e-mail a story from a website, 
be sure to include the URL address.

The Potter Phenomenon

A  record-breaking 
6.9 million copies of 

Harry Potter and the Half-
Blood Prince were sold in the 
United States in the first 24 
hours of its official release. 
Harry’s phenomenal popu-
larity has taken children and 
teens by storm. Many book-
stores have difficulty keeping 
their shelves stocked with 
the books.

The story of Harry Potter, 
the child wizard, glorifies 
magic and the occult. One 
children’s author wrote 
that “Harry Potter and the 
Half-Blood Prince is differ-
ent. It’s not quite like the 
Harry Potters that have gone 
before. … The Half-Blood 
Prince is much darker …” 
(bbc News, July 20). Still, 
many parents and teachers 
are thrilled to see kids taking 
the time to read.

The occult and supernatu-
ral must not be dismissed as 
mere superstition or as “just 
another genre of literature.” 
There is, in fact, a real world 
of evil spirits. Moreover, their 
manifestations can be ex-
tremely hazardous.

One source that addresses 
this topic in detail is the 
Holy Bible. It is the most 
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complete reference book 
available on the subject.

The Bible reveals the 
existence of perverse spirit 
beings—demons—who seek 
to seduce and ultimately 
destroy humanity. Satan the 
devil, whom the Bible labels 
the “prince of demons,” leads 
these spirits (Mark 3:22, 
Revised Standard Version). 
Yet Satan has become a myth 
to most people. Many laugh 
at him as a cartoon figure of 
a red, dancing monster with 
wings like a bat, horns, a long, 
pointed tail and a pitchfork.

However, the real Satan 
and his demonic cohorts are 
violently at work.

The Bible labels the popu-
lar occult and supernatural 
pursuits of our modern age 
as “works of darkness.” In 
addition, it cautions us in 
Ephesians 5:11 to “have no 
fellowship with the unfruit-
ful works of darkness ….” 
We need to understand this 
important warning—and 
teach it to our children. 

Harry Potter is portrayed 
as a wizard that fights evil, 
yet the Bible says that wiz-
ardry is evil. Such a mixed 
message will only confuse 
children (and adults) about 

what evil is and make them 
susceptible to Satan’s deceit.

Parents ought to realize 
that children do not yet have 
the wisdom and experience 
to guide their own lives or to 
make fully informed choices. 
This is surely illustrated by 
Proverbs 22:15: “Foolishness 
is bound in the heart of a 
child ….” (The word translat-
ed foolishness actually means 
evil in the Hebrew language.) 
Parents have a heavy respon-
sibility to direct their child’s 
interests toward wholesome 
and profitable channels.

The second chapter of 
our book Mystery of the Ages 
will help you 
understand what 
the Bible teaches 
about evil spirits. 
We will send you 
a copy, gratis, 
upon request. 

under the SPELL  Two Dutch girls dive into the new Harry  
Potter novel—predicted to be the fastest-selling book ever.
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or: The Trumpet, P.O. Box 1099, 

Edmond, OK 73083
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Comments?

American Universities
While Brad Macdonald makes some 
good points in his article “The Ailing 
State of American Universities” (July), he 
goes way too far in implying that profes-
sor Ward Churchill would have been ar-
rested for treason in the past for his out-
landish comments about 9/11. And Mr. 
Macdonald seems to favor such action 
against Churchill if it were taken today. 
Despite Churchill’s bombast, he has not 
committed treason; it’s not even close. 
Mr. Macdonald should remember that 
in America, there’s academic freedom 
to voice one’s opinion, and there’s also 
freedom to counter and dispute that 
opinion. Proposing incarceration for 
academics who speak unpleasantries is 
a bad idea and a bad policy, and it’s cer-
tainly not American. The best approach 
is to boycott his classes, and maybe not 
even attend the school that employs him; 
dictatorial propositions and tactics are 
very dangerous and shouldn’t be recom-
mended in the case of Ward Churchill or 
anyone else like him.

Kenneth Reynolds—Bronx, N.Y.
n

Thank you so much for your recent 
Trumpet article on the ailing state of 
American universities. You hit the nail 
right on the head! I saw this firsthand 
when I was a student in the 70s. This 
indoctrination is enough to knock even 
a properly brought-up student off his 
foundation. Thank you for exposing it. 
Keep up the good work!

Theodore Huntsman—Hesston, Pa.

Who Started World War I?
Your article on World War i and 
Germany (“Who Started World War i?” 
August) was very interesting. Is it not 
also true that Germany in preparation 
for war paid off its debts and called in 
loans and debts owed to it in the sum-
mer of 1914, and wouldn’t have done 
this if not expecting war?

Joseph Forbes—Pittsburgh, Pa.
n

May I congratulate Mr. Ryan 
Malone on the excellent article “Who 
started World War i”? The real se-
quence of events requires careful analy-
sis of the documents and events. The 
Fritz Fischer work, I. Geiss and others 
over the last few years have provided 
useful conclusions. However, some of 
this work was done by earlier historians 
80 years ago but has been neglected. 
They came to the same conclusions and 
also identified the evidence. …

David Price
n

 The Clean Life
I was interested in reading your 
“The Best Medicine” sidebar (August 
2005) in that the author quoted a num-
ber of benefits to laughter that, while 
suspected, have not been medical-
ly proven: There is no research show-
ing that laughter boosts endorphins as 
claimed in this article. The claim that 
laughter lowers heart rate and blood 
pressure needs explanation, namely that 
heart rate and blood pressure are both 

raised during and immediately after 
laughter. It is true that they do both 
then fall after the laughter subsides. 
Also, there really is no proof that laugh-
ter reduces any infections although this 
is suspected since there is demonstrable 
benefit to the immune system. I make 
these comments as the science chair of 
aath, the Association for Applied and 
Therapeutic Humor. It is important for 
our credibility that all of us who love 
and promote the benefits of laughter 
and humor be scientifically accurate 
and be careful not to overstate. 

Bob Nozik, MD—E-mail response
n

Shaken Catholic
I am sorry to have missed your June 
special issue. I am a shaken Catholic 
and I want to know exactly who and 
what we are dealing with here. I became 
very angry with your earlier issues, and 
in my endeavor to gather information 
to prove you wrong, I saw more and 
more evidence to support what you were 
saying. I would like, if it is possible, for 
you to send me that issue. It sounds like 
just the sort of info I am looking for. … 
Thank you for standing up for what you 
believe to be God’s truth. …

Marco Monti—New Zealand

Many of our readers had questions about our map 
and table on page 7 of the August Trumpet, which 
accompanied the article “‘Clay’ Nations Trouble 
Europe.” 

First, the information in the table “Where 
are they now?” would have been clearer if the 
description had read, “The 12 biblical tribes of 

Israel—and nations where they predominantly reside today.” Note 
that Gentiles of many nations have also settled among these largely 
Israelite nations, especially in the big cities.

Second, the information originated from Herbert W. Armstrong 
(request The United States and Britain in Prophecy) and Dr. Herman 
Hoeh, historian at Ambassador College under Mr. Armstrong. Many 
of their conclusions were derived from researching ancestral names 
of nations, tribes and families. The table printed in the Trumpet was 
a general summary of what they found. We also deduce national 
identities from the characteristics detailed about each tribe in Gen-
esis 49 (verse 1 specifies that these national characteristics would 
be apparent “in the last days”).

One reader asked, “Why do you not include Benjamin and Levi 

along with Judah in present day Israel?” The table, again, was a 
general summary and not precise. The Bible records that the tribe 
of Benjamin and most of Levi did indeed align with Judah in the land 
of Israel (1 Kings 12:21) and remnants returned to that territory after 
the Babylonian captivity (Ezra 1:5). Levites were scattered among the 
tribes in ancient Israel (Numbers 35); when the northern and southern 
kingdoms were taken captive, the Levites remained scattered. 

To be more precise, the table could have also included Australia, 
New Zealand, Canada, South Africa and other former British colo-
nies among the descendants of Joseph. 

Another reader asked, “How did you come up with the idea 
that France represented Reuben? Over the course of even the last 
few issues of the Trumpet, anyone would come away with the idea 
that France was on the side of the Holy Roman Empire and not a 
part, parcel or portion of lost Israel.” God said Reuben would be 
“unstable as water” (Genesis 49:4). If anything, France’s disloyal 
politicking and “no” vote against the EU constitution supports our 
claim about its heritage, as our article pointed out. Also, read “The 
Mistress of Europe” in our sample “He Was Right!” issue or Febru-
ary 2000 issue of the Trumpet, available at theTrumpet.com.
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Dawn of a Perfect World
by herbert w. Armstrong

Statesmen, scientists and educators know the 
only hope for survival and for peace is one world gov-
ernment. We could quote many scores of world leaders 
affirming this.

We could quote other scores 
of world leaders saying it is im-
possible.

So it’s “world government—
or annihilation” on the one 
hand, and it’s “world govern-
ment is impossible” on the 
other hand.

That is the stark paradox of 
terror facing all mankind to-
day. No wonder God Almighty 
says “the way of peace have they 
not known” (Romans 3:17).

But what man cannot do for 
himself, the great living God 
will do for him. World gov-
ernment—perfect government—is coming in our time, in the 
hands of the great ruling Christ, and unnumbered thousands 
of co-rulers given immortality with and under Him.

And that good news is the true gospel of Jesus Christ. Christ 
is to inherit the world throne (Luke 1:32-33), which God had 
promised to David would never cease on this Earth (2 Samuel 
7:13). Jesus said, before Pilate, it was for this express purpose 
that He was born (John 18:36-37).

Jesus constantly preached the good news about the com-
ing Kingdom of God (Matthew 4:23; 6:10; 7:21; Mark 1:15; 4:11; 
14:25; Luke 4:43; 8:10; 9:2, 11, 62, etc.). He pictured Himself as 
the young nobleman going away (to heaven) to be coronated 
and to return to Earth (Luke 19:12-27).

Repeatedly Jesus said He would return to Earth (Matthew 
24:27, 30-31, 42; 25:13; Mark 13:26; Luke 12:42-43; 17:24; 18:8; 
19:12; 21:27; John 14:3, etc.). “If I go and prepare a place [posi-
tion, office, habitation] for you, I will come again, and receive 
you unto myself, that where I am, there ye may be also” (John 
14:3). He will then be on the Earth—Zechariah 14:3-4 with 1 
Thessalonians 4:16.

The living Christ is coming in all the power and glory of Al-
mighty God, as “King of kings and Lord of lords” (Revelation 
19:11-21), to put down the rebellion of warring nations (Revela-
tion 17:14), and establish God’s world-ruling government over 
all nations (Daniel 2:44; 7:9, 13-14, 18, 22, 27; Isaiah 9:7).

No wonder the whole hope of a true Christian is the resurrec-
tion (Acts 23:6; 24:15) to immortality—eternal life—as a co-ruler, 
under Christ. Jesus said: “And he that overcometh, and keepeth 
my works unto the end, to him will I give power over the nations: 
and he shall rule them with a rod of iron …” (Revelation 2:26-27). 
And again, “to him that overcometh will I grant to sit with me in 
my throne [on this earth] …” (Revelation 3:21; Luke 1:32-33). And 
“… we shall reign on the earth” (Revelation 5:10).

The Apostle John, in vision, saw a preview of the beginning of 
that rule and world government: “And I saw thrones, and they sat 

upon them, and judgment was given unto them … and they lived 
and reigned with Christ a thousand years” (Revelation 20:4).

Jesus said no one could see or enter into the Kingdom of God 
until he is born of God (John 
3:3-5). He made plain when one 
is born of God, he, just as God 
is, will be spirit. We have now, as 
humans, been born of flesh—and 
therefore we are flesh. But God is 
Spirit (John 4:24, Revised Stan-
dard Version), and when we are 
born of God—of the Spirit—we 
shall be spirit (John 3:6-8). Now, 
we are earthy—of the earth (1 
Corinthians 15:48). We are “flesh 
and blood” from the earth—
from matter (verse 50)—yet flesh 
and blood humans cannot in-
herit the Kingdom of God (same 
verse). But, as we have borne the 

image of the earthy—mortal—human—we shall, when born of 
God, bear the image of the heavenly that is, spirit (verse 49).

Jesus Christ is the firstborn of many brethren (Romans 8:29; 
Colossians 1:18) who shall be born of God “by a resurrection” 
(John 5:25-29; 6:39, 40, 44).

Christ, the King of kings. Perfect in character, absolute in 
honesty, integrity, faithfulness, loyalty and trust; filled with 
outgoing concern for the governed—their welfare and salva-
tion; total knowledge, understanding, wisdom. Complete love, 
mercy, patience, kindness, compassion, forgiveness. Yet, pos-
sessing total power, and never compromising one millionth of 
an inch with His perfect law—which is the way of love. He will 
enforce God’s law—God’s government on Earth. He will com-
pel haughty, carnal, rebellious humans to yield in complete 
submission to God’s government.

No one will be deceived—as the vast majority of mankind 
is today. All will know the truth. No more religious confusion. 
Eyes will be opened to the truth. Humans will become teach-
able. People will start living God’s way—the way of outgoing 
concern for others—the way of the true values—the way of 
peace, of happiness, of well-being, of joy.

Crime, sickness, disease, pain and suffering, gone. Poverty, 
ignorance banished. Smiles on people’s faces—faces that ra-
diate. Wild animals tame. Air pollution, water pollution, soil 
pollution, gone. Crystal pure water to drink; clean, crisp, pure 
air to breathe; rich black soil where deserts, mountains and 
seas formerly were, producing full-flavored foods, and fantas-
tic beauty in flowers, shrubs, trees. A world filled with happy, 
radiating humans, guided, helped, protected and ruled by for-
mer mortals made immortal—and all the humans realizing 
that they, too, may inherit everlasting life in supreme happi-
ness and thrilling joy.

What a fabulous picture!� n

Excerpted from the book The Wonderful World Tomorrow—What It 
Will Be Like. This book is free upon request.
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ET, Tue/Thu; Galaxy 5 Trans. 7 8:00 am ET, Sun
Nationwide cable WGN 8:00 am ET, Sun; Vision 

TV 4:30 pm ET, Sun
Ontario WUTV 6:30 am, Sun

Latin      A m e r ica 
Regional satellite Galaxy 3 Trans. 7 11:30 am ET, 

Tue/Thu
Argentina WWOR 10:30 am Sun
Brazil WWOR 10:30 am, Sun
Chile WWOR 10:30 am, Sun
Colombia WGN 7:00 am, Sun; WWOR 8:30 am, Sun
El Salvador WGN 6:00 am, Sun
Guatemala WGN 6:00 am, Sun
Honduras WGN 6:00 am, Sun
Mexico WGN 7:00 am, Sun; WWOR 8:30 am, Sun
Panama WGN 7:00 am, Sun
Puerto Rico WGN 8:00 am, Sun; WWOR 9:30 am, 

Sun
Venezuela WWOR 10:30 am, Sun

C a r i b b e an
Regional satellite Galaxy 3 Trans. 7 11:30 am ET, 

Tue/Thu; Galaxy 5 Trans. 7 8:00 am ET, Sun
Aruba WGN 8:00 am, Sun
Bahamas WGN 8:00 am, Sun
Belize WGN 7:00 am, Sun
Cuba WGN 8:00 am, Sun; WWOR 9:30 am, Sun
Dominican Republic WGN 8:00 am, Sun
Grenada CCN 7:30 am, Sun
Haiti WGN 7:00 am, Sun
Jamaica WGN 9:00 am, Sun; WWOR 10:30 am, 

Sun
Tobago CCN 7:30 am, Sun
Trinidad CCN 7:30 am, Sun

E u r o p e
Malta Smash TV 5:30 pm, Sat; 8:00 pm, Wed
United Kingdom Reality TV 6:00 am, Sun BSkyB 

ch. 187; NTL ch. 909; Telewest ch. 146

A f r ica   / A s ia
Philippines nationwide Studio 23 8:30 am, Sun
South Africa CSN 6:30 am, Sun

A u s t r a l ia  / N e w  Z e a l and 
Australia nationwide Network Ten 4:30 am, Sun
Australia nationwide cable CNBC 8:00 am, Sun
Adelaide, South Australia Chan. 31 11:30, Sun
Perth, Western Australia Chan. 31 11:30 am, Sun
Tasmania Southern Cross TV 6:00 am, Sun
New Zealand nationwide TV3 6:00 am, Fri

The Key of David Television Listing

The Philadelphia Trumpet Literature Request Information
Lit   e r at  u r e  o ff  e r e d  t h i s  i s s u e
n	 Ezekiel—The End-Time Prophet
n	 Germany and the Holy Roman 

Empire
n	 Human Nature—What Is It?
n	 The Incredible Human Potential
n	 The King of the South
n	 Mystery of the Ages

n	 The Rising Beast
n	 Russia and China in Prophecy
n	 The United States and Britain in 

Prophecy
n	 Why Marriage! Soon Obsolete?
n	 The Wonderful World 

Tomorrow—What It Will Be Like
Or write to the mailing address of the regional office nearest you. 
Addresses are listed inside the front cover of this magazine.


